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ACCOUNT 


OF  THE 

PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  FIRST  SESSION 

OF  THE 

THIRD  IMPERIAL  PARLIAMENT, 


RELATIVE  TO  THE 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  Jan.  2,  1807. 

\ 

Lord  Grenville  prefented  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  acl 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,’’  which  was  read  a 
firft  time.  His  Lordfliip  ftated  that  all  he  propofed  at 
prefent  was  that  the  bill  Ihould  be  printed,  and  lie  on  the 
table  a  fufficient  time  to  afford  the  opportunity  of  mature 
deliberation  previoufly  to  its  being  difculfed.  He  would 
therefore  at  prefent  fix  no  precife  day  for  the  fecond 
reading. 

Lord  Hawkesbury,  Lord  Eldon,  and  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  faid  a  few  words,  which  indicated  an  intention, 
on  their  parts  of  oppofing  the  bill  in  its  future  ftages. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  4. 

This  day  having  been  fixed  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Bill  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  the  order  to 
that  effedl  was  read ;  v/hen  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Petitioners  againft  the  bill  fiiould  be  heard  by  their 
counfel.  Counfel  were  accordingly  heard,  viz.  Mr, 
Alexander^  on  behalf  of  the/ Liverpool  Merchants;  Mr, 
Clarke^  on  behalf  of  the  Town  and  Corporation  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  as  Truftees  of  the  Liverpool  Dock;  Mr,  Plomer^ 
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Oh  the  part  of  the  Weft  Indian  Planters  and  Merchants; 
and  Mr.  Scarlett,  for  the  Planters  and  Merchants  interefted 
in  the  Ifland  of  T^rinidad,  Each  of  the  learned  counfel 
propofed  to  call  evidence  to  fubftantiate  the  Cafe  which  he 
had  opened  to  the  Houfe;  and,  a  motion  having  been 
made  to  that  efFe6f,  their  Lordfhips  determined  the  cjuef- 
tion  in  the  negative.  The  grounds  of  this  decilion,  in  the 
propriety  of  which  all  parties  in  the  Houfe  appeared  to 
concur,  were,  firft,  That  it  was  unneceftary  \o  adduce 
evidence  to  prove  the  intereft  which  Liverpool  had  in  this 
iniquitous  commerce:  the  bill  aflumed  the  exiftence  of 
fuch  an  intereft;  and  without  fuch  an  intereft  it  would 
have  been  a  very  fuperfluous  meafure  of  legiflature. 
Secondly,  ITat  with  refpea;  to  the  Weft  Indian  branch 
of  the  queftion,  the  learned  counfel  had  not  propofed  to 
call  witnelTes  to  prove  any  points  which  were  the  fair 
fubje6i:s  of  human  teftimony,  namely,  fadls;  but  to  exprefs 
under  the  folemn  fandtion  of  an  oath,  their  opinions  and 
conjedural  fpeculations  as  to  what  would  be  the  effect 
on  the  Weft  Indies  of  the  law  propofed  for  aboliftiing 
the  Slave  irade.  Such  a  proceeding  it  was  thought 
would  be  highly  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe, 
and  incompatible  with  every  received  principle  of  legal 
evidence. 

The  hearing  of  Counfel  having  occupied  the  Houfe  to 
a  late  hour,  it  was  agreed  to  defer  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  Bill  to  the  following  day. 

Thursday,  February  5. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Bill 
for  aboliHiing  the  African  Slave  ITade  having  been  read. 

Lord  Grenville  rofe,  and  addreffed  their  Lordfhips 
as  follows. 

“  It  is  my  intention  on  this  occafion,  to  bring  before 
your  Lordfhips  a  matter  of  the  higheft  importance;  but 
in  doing  this,  I  am  fenfible  that  I  muft  of  neceffity  pafs 
over  a  great  deal  of  ground  which  has  often  been  trod¬ 
den;  and  I  muft  fubmit  to  yoiir  attention,  much,  even, 
that  I  have  offered  myfelf  on  the  fame  fubjedl.  I  hope 
the  candour  of  your  Lordfhips  will  allow,  that  if  I 
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dwell  long  on  any  department  of  the  enquiry,  the  obje(?f 
in  thus  delaying  my  progrefs  is,  that  I  may  omit  nothing 
which  can  tend  to  give  efficacy  to  this  great  projedl:. 

And  now,  my  Lords,  in  the  firft  place,  let  me  be¬ 
gin  with  laying  down  that  which  I  conceive  to  be  the 
ground-work  of  all  the  fubfequent  proceedings. 

I  come,  my  Lords,  to  recommend  to  you,  not  what 
you  may  grant  or  rejedf  at  your  difcretion.  I  come  be¬ 
fore  you,  not  merely  to  recommend  a  meafure  which  ig 
expedient,  but  one  founded  on  principles  which  allow 
you  no  option  of  refufal.  Yes,  I  appear  here  at  the  call, 
of  jufhice,  the  claims  of  which  you  are  bound  to  anfwer. 
My  Lords,  you  are  not  only  parties,  but  principals,  in  a 
concern  where  the  greatell  injuftice  has  been  committed 
by  which  the  annals  of  mankind  can  poffibly  be  difgraced. 
If,  my  Lords,  I  am  able  to  ffiew  this,  I  have  done  all 
that  is  neceflary,  or  can  be  neceflary,  to  influence  your 
determination. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  that  on  this  fubjedl:  ftrange  notions 
of  morality  have  been  fuggefted,  as  if  what  w^ere  jufl  to 
one  race  of  the  fpecies,  might  be  unjuft  to  another.  I 
know  not,  my  Lords,  on  v/hat  principle  of  law,  divine 
or  human,  fuch  fentiments  are  founded.  My  Lords,  I 
have  been  always  taught  to  confider  judice  to  be  one, 
uniform,  confiftent,  rule  of  condueft ;  fo  that  it  has  been 
enough  for  me,  to  liften  to  the  proof  that  any  particular 
adls  are  unjuft,  with  refpe61:  to  certain  individuals  or 
clafles  of  the  fpecies,  to  convince  me,  that  the  fame 
muft  be  unjuft  to  all  the  reft  of  mankind. 

My  Lords,  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  examine,  as  I 
proceed,  this  important  doftrine  of  the  impartiality  with 
which  juftice  ftiould  be  diftributedj  and  I  fliall  have  to 
argue  againft  the  principle  which,  after  accrediting  itfelf' 
by  afluming  the  foundation  of  all  moral  virtue,  denies  the 
great  maxim  by  which  virtue  is  to  be  fupported. 

Entertaining  thefe  opinions,  I  ffiould  have  been  - 
inclined,  if  I  could  have  properly  interpofed,  to  have  met, 
and  to  have  anfwered,  the  argument  of  the  learned  and 
eloquent  counfel  yefterday  at  your  bar,  (Mf.  Plumer) 
when  he  made  this  appeal  to  your  Lordlliips.  ^  If  (faid 
he)  ^  you  are  to  difregard  all  the  ititercfts  of.ttade,  if,  in 
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this  great  country,  fupported  by  Its  Induftry,  I  am  not  to 
talk  of  the  vail  fpeculations  of  commerce,  it  will  be  my 
duty  to  retire  from  the  prefence  of  your  Lordfhips,  for 
thele  are  the  only  arms  with  which  I  am  provided,  for 
the  defence  of  thofe  in  whofe  caufe  I  appear.* 

I  am  willing,  my  Lords,  to  take  this  ground,  which 
the^  learned  counfel  has  felefted,  as  the  fpot  from  which 
he  would  oppofe  this  bill  j  and  I  declare  it  to  be  my  firm 
opinion,  that  it  is  utterly  fuperfluous  to  enquire  into  the 
profits  or  lofies  incident  to  the  trade,  or  what  degree  of 
inconvenience,  fpeculative  or  praaical,  is  likely  to  Lppen 
from  its  abolition. 

-  But,  my  Lords,  although  I  acknov/ledge  myfelf  to 
be  ready  to  meet  the  queftion  on  that  ground,  let  it  not, 
therefore,  be  for  a  moment  fuppofcd,  that  thofe  who  fup- 
port  this  meafure,  conceive  it  to  be  inimical  to  the  found 
maxims  oi  national  wifdom,  and  political  expediency.  I 
am  perfuaded,  my  Lords,  that  if  you  will  examine  the 
^negations  that  have  been  io  often  repeated  on  this  fub- 
jedf,  not  by  illufive  theory,  but  by  fadf  and  experience, 
and  by  the  matters  of  account  before  you  which  form 
the  befi;  criterion  on  which  your  decifion  can  be  given; 
you  will  irrefiftibly  be  driven  to  the  conclufion,  not  only’ 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  the  apprehenfions  which  have 
been  indulged ;  but  that  if  the  trade  were  as  equitable  as 
it  is  iinjufi; ;  if  it  were  as  fair  and  honourable  as  it  is  bafe 
and  deteffable  ;  upon  the  ground  of  policy,  and  ef  policy 
alone,  your  Lordfiiips  would  be  bound  to  interpofe  your 
powerihil  authority,  between  the  Planters  and  the  certain 
ruin,  to  which,  by  the  continuance  of  this  commerce,  they 
would  be  necefiarily  expofed. 

“  My  Lords,  when  firft  this  quefiion  became  a  fubjeff 
of  ferious  argument,  great  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  an  aflertion, 
which  has  been  fince  frequently  repeated  and  as  often 
confidently  maintained,  that,  from  fome  firange  eccentri¬ 
city  of  nature,  deviating  from  all  her  other  eftablifhed 
laws,  it  was  impoffibie  in  the  Well  Indies  for  the  extent 
of  population  to  be  prefcrved,  without  frefh  fupplies  by 
continued  importation.  Such  was  reprefented  to  be  the 
wafte  of  life  in  thefe  remote  fettlemcnts,  and  fo  familiar, 
by  being  frequently  urged,  has  this  propofition  been  ren- 
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dered,  that  it  has  been  taken  as  proved,  and  adopted  with¬ 
out  farther  examination.  This  affertion  has  not  been  made 
without  reference  to  an  important  confequence,  affecfing 
the  enquiry  refpe6ling  thefe  efLabliOiments  j  and  it  is  this, 
that  the  necefTary  efFe6l  of  the  reduction  in  the  popula¬ 
tion  muft  be  the  progreffive  diminution  of  the  culture, 
until,  at  lad,  the  iflands  become  wholly  unproductive. 
It  feems  to  be  a  proportion  which,  at  find  fight,  repels 
the  conclufion  afforded  by  our  experience  of  the  hiftory 
of  mankind*,  and  it  is,  at  lead,  a  bold  -pofition,  that 
while  the  red  of  the  fpecies,  in  every  other  part  of  the 
globe,  were  obedient  to  the  mandate  of  the  Divine  law, 
to  increafe  and  multiply^  it  was  the  unhappy  fate  of  the 
Negroes  in  the  West  Indies,  to  be  incapable  of  fubferviency 
to  this  facred,  and  benevolent  command.  The  learned 
counfel  at  your  bar  did  not  negledf  to  avail  himfelf  of  this 
popular  notion ;  and  with  a  fingular  inconfidency,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  contended  for  the  decreafe  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  he  alleged,  that  the  Slaves  were  treated  with  gen- 
tlenefs  and  humanity. 

I  fay,  there  was  a  fingular  inconfidency  in  the  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  learned  counfel.  The  reverfe  of  his  propofition 
mud  be  the  truth  :  for  Ihew  me  a  country  v/here  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  not  kept  up,  where  man  does  not  increafe  and 
multiply  according  to  the  defigns  of  infinite  benevolence, 
and  there,  I  can  fearlefsly  affirm  it,  you  will  difcover  that 
the  labouring  claffes  are  opprefied  with  exceffive  exertion  \ 
that  they  are  not  treated  with  that  humanity,  by  the  fu- 
perior  orders,  which  their  natural  relation  demands ;  for 
no  other  caufe  could  prevent  the  imperious  law  which  is 
enacted  for  the  multiplication  of  the  fpecies. 

Is  it  then  to  be  faid,  when  in  delivering  my  fentiments 
on  this  fubje^t  I  proceed  on  the  knov/n  and  acknowledged- 
laws  of  nature,  that  I  am  coming  forward,  not  only  to  op- 
oppofe  the  intereds  of  certain  members  of  fociety,  but  to 
detame  their  chara61:er,  and  to  pollute  their  honour.^  No, 
my  Lords,  I  can  have  no  fuch  purpofe,  while  I  am  advoca¬ 
ting,  in  your  prefence,  the  injured  rights  of  humanity;  and 
while  I  am  thus  employed,  I  cannot  fo  far  accommodate 
myfelf  to  the  wiffies  of  others,  as  to  admit  a  propofition 
diametrically  oppofed  to  the  edablifhed  order  of  things, 
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I. will  admit,  my  Lords,  that  the  proprietors  and 
planters  of  eflates  in  the  Weft  Indies  are  defirous  that  their 
vSlaves  ftiould  be  well  treated,  that  they  ihould  be  cloathed 
and  protected,  and  partake  of  the  comforts  of  life.  Yet 
how  unreafonable  is  it  to  expedf,  that  their  intentions 
ihould  be  fulfilled,  where  defpotic  power  is  to  be  exercifed 
over  this  laborious  clafs,  not  indeed  by  them,  nor  by  thofe 
immediately  under  them  ;  not  even,  perhaps,  by  thofe  im^ 
mediately  under  thefe  laft;  but  by  fome  deputy  of  the 
loweft  in  the  feries  of  ranks  of  fuch  a  ftate  of  fociety  above 
the  condition  of  a  Have?  Thus  fituated,  the  firft  defcrip- 
tion  of  perfons  can  only  acquire  information  whether  their 
Slaves  be  well  treated,  by  the  periodical  returns  they  re¬ 
ceive  of  the  population  on  their  eftates,  and  which  indL 
cate  the  augmentation  or  diminution  in  this  part  of  their 
eftablifiiments.  I  am  perfuaded,  my  Lords,  that  there  is 
no  criterion  fo  fure,  none  upon  which  they  can  fo  confix 
dently  rely. 

It  is  now  fourteen,  or,  I  believe,  nearly  twenty 
years,  fince  the  population  of  the  colonies  was  examined 
in  detail,  by  a  perfon  (Mr.  Pitt)  who,  to  all  his  other  bril¬ 
liant  attainments,  added  that  of  being  one  of  the  beft 
political  arithmeticians ;  and  he  acknowledged  the  truth 
of  the  propofition  to  which  I  have  juft  adverted.  I  can 
witnefs  the  pains  he  took  to  fatisfy  himfelf  as  to  the  truth 
of  it,  for  I  was  myfelf  a  (barer  in  his  labours.  The  refult 
of  thefe  exertions  fupplied  the  moft  fatisfadftory  proof  of  tlie 
propofition,  from  the  authority  of  fuch  documents  as  were 
unqueftionable;  documents  fupplied  by  the  legiflatures  of 
the  iflands  themfelves;  fo  that  no  confutation  could  be 
given  to  it. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  inquiries,  he  found,  whatever 
might  be  the  caufe,  that  in  the  iflaiid  of  Jamaica,  where 
the  importations  of  Slaves  exceeded  all  the  reft,  at  an 
early  period,  the  population  had  been  greatly  on  the  de¬ 
cline;  that  this  decreafe  was  diminifliing  as  die  calculation 
approached  nearer  our  own  times,  and  that  the  occafion  of 
the  large  depopulation  at  the  former  period,  was  evidently 
the  clearing  of  new  lamps,  an  employment  which  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  deftru<ftive  to  health  :  indeed  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  cultivation  of  the  old  lands  is  in  no  refpedf  fo 
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ihjurlous.  A  few  of  the  eftimates  will  fatisfy  the  mind® 
of  your  Lordfhips,  as  to  thefe  fa6ts.  I  will  take  them  up 
from  the  century  before  the  laft.  '  From  the  year  1698  to 
1730,  comprifing  a  period  of  thirty-two  years,  there  was  a 
decreafe  in  the  population  of  the  ifland,  on-  the  average, 
of  three  and  a  half  per  cent.  During  the  following  twenty- 
five  years,  the  diminution  was  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 
From  1755  to  1768,  comprifing  fourteen  years,  it  was  one 
and  three-quarters  per  cent.  And  from  1768  to  (to 

which  period  the  ftatement  was  completed)  the  redu61:ioii 
on  the  fame  fcale  was  not  quite  one  per  cent.  It  deferves 
remark,  that  during  the  laft  fourteen  years  of  this  period, 
the  decreafe  is  only  three-fifths  per  cent. 

Upon  thefe  important  ftatements  was  grounded  an 
argument,  to  which  no  anfvver  could  be  given  ;  and  it  was 
afeertained,  that  the  allegations  of  the  planters,  fo  often 
repeated,  were  wholly  unfounded,  or  founded  only  in  an 
utter  ignorance  of  faefts  of  the  greateft  confequence,  af¬ 
fecting  the  progreflive  improvement  of  their  eftates, — 
The  truth  is,  that  their  attention  had  not  been  drawn,  in 
any  methodical  way,  to  this  fubject,  and,  while  they  made 
a  reprefentation  which  appeared  to  them  to  be  correct,  it 
was  in  reality  in  contradiction  to  the  evidence  afforded  by 
iheir  own  accounts. 

My  Lords,  we  are  not  deficient  in  the  particulars 
requifite  to  bring  down  th®  calculation  nearly  to  the  prefent 
time.  Since  the  year  1788,  with  which  the  former  efti- 
mate  terminates,  almoft  twenty  years  have  elapfed,  and 
upon  the  average  of  this  whole  period,  down  to  the  laft 
three  years,  beyond  which  the  accounts  do  not  extend, 
there  is  no  diminution  at  all,  or,  if  there  be  any,  it  is  io 
fmall  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  attention.  We  have  accounts 
of  eight  pariflres  in  the  illand  of  Jamaica,  and,  if  my  recol- 
leClion  ferves  me  right,  the  deaths  do  not  exceed  the  births 
^  more  than  one  in  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-fix. 
In  many  of  them,  there  is  no  decreafe  at  all,  and 
on  the  v/hole  together  not  more  than  what  I  have 
juft  ftated,  about  one  fifteenth  per  cent.  In  another 
parifh,  not  included  in  thefe  eight,  the  lift  of  births  is 
equal  to  the  catalogue  of  mortality. 

It  is  perhaps  yet  more  remarkable,  that  in  the*  ifiand 
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of  Dominica,  where  a  greater  redu£i:lon  might  be  expected, 
you  have  a  (lateunent,  which  gives,  during  the  fame  three 
years,  an  excefs  in  the  births.  In  this  ifiand,  alfo,  you 
have  the  number  of  males  and  females  given,  fhewing  the 
fuperior  number  of  the  latter;  and  you  will  recollecf,  mv 
Lords,  that  the  inequality  of  the  fexes  is  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  caufes  which  the  planters  affign  for  the  decreafe  of  the 
Slave  population,  when  unaflifled  by  importations  from 
the  African  coaft.” 

[His  Lordfhip  likewife  ftated  what  had  been  the  returns 
from  the  iflands  of  Montferrat  and  the  Bahamas,  and  dre\v 
thence  the  fame ‘favourable  refults.  He  then  proceeded' 
as  follows  :] 

Thus,  my  Lords,  you  have  a  direcl  contradidlion  to 
th  eir  confident  aflertions,  and  this  contradidlion  is  fup- 
ported  by  irrefragable  proof. 

For  my  argument,  the  mode  in  which  the  account  is 
Bated  is  the  moil  difadvantageous;  for  I  have  omitted  to 
obferve  to  you,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  eftimates  of  births 
and  deaths  include  the  newly-imported  Africans,  as  well 
as  the  native  Slaves.  Who  does  not  know  of  the  pro¬ 
digious  lofs  fuftained  at  the  ’ conclufion  of  Slave  voyages  ? 
My  Lords,  between  the  time  of  their  being  brought  into 
the  harbours,  and  that  of  their  being  landed  for  lale,  there 
is  generally  a  lofs  of  five  out  of  a  hundred  of  thefe  wretched 
beings,  who  are  thus  facrificed  to  the  mercenary  fpirit  of 
our  Slave  merchants?  Who  does  not  know,  that  from 
various  complicated  caufes,  the  recently-imported  African 
is  liable,  in  a  tenfold  proportion,  to  the  Broke  of  death  ? 

If  the  calculations  were  made  in  the  only  corredl 
way,  not  on  the  whole  number  of  Negroes,  but  on  the 
refident  and  native  Slaves,  inftead  of  any  redudfion  in 
the  black  population  of  the  WeB  India  iflands,  you  would 
have  found  an  aclual  and  large  augmentation. 

My  Lords,  you  are  afked  by  this  bill,  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  new  Slaves  into  the  WeB  Indies;  and  it  is 
a  material  queBion  afFedfing  the  policy  of  fuch  a  meafure, 
v/hether  the  native  population  of  a  country  be  fufficient  to 
continue  the  fame  number  of  labourers  by  which  the  foil 
has  been  hitherto  cultivated.  The  objedd  and  aim  to 
which  all  thefe  eBimates  are  dircdded,  is  to  Blew,  that  in 
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the  prefent  condition  of  the  iflands,  the  population  is  fuf- 
ficientto  fupply  itfelf.  I  am  then  entitled  to  fay,  that  all 
the  danger  which  has  been  apprehended,  from  the  decreafe 
of  the  Negro  inhabitants,  is  completely  difproved  5  and 
that  none  of  thofe  dreadful  confequences  will  happen,  with 
regard  to  Weft  Indian  property,  which  have  been  fo  con¬ 
fidently  deduced  from  their  progreflive  diminution. 

But  there  yet  remains  behind  fomething  which  has 
deen  defcribed  as  extremely  important  •,  and  your  Lord- 
fhips  were  told  laft  night,  that  frefh  importations  from 
Africa  were  neceflary,  for  a  purpofe  quite  diftincft  from 
that  of  maintaining  the  population  in  its  prefent  ftate,  or 
of  continuing  the  culture  of  the  plantations  to  the  prefent 
extent. 

Your  Lordfhip’s  are  aware,  that  a  lefs  number  of 
hands  is  required  to  maintain  a  plantation-  already  in  an 
improved  ftate  of  culture,  than  to  clear  and  cultivate  new 
lands.  But  it  is  faid,  my  Lords,  that  the  defign  you 
ought  to  have  in  view,  is  not  only  to  preferve  tli,e  iflands 
in  their  prefent  ftate  of  culture,  but  to  bring  into  improve¬ 
ment  all  the  wafte  lands  capable  of  receiving  it,  and  for 
this  purpofe,  an  immenfe  number  of  additional  Slaves 
would  be  required. 

From  the  imprefiions  of  my  own  mind,  I  fhould  be 
fatisfied  to  abandon  all  thefe  vaft  projedfs  of  remote  fpe- 
culation,  in  order  to  difcontinue  this  nefarious  trade  ;  but 
I  can  eafily  conceive  that  there  may  be  perfons,  who  would, 
with  relu&ance  and  pain,  arrive  at  the  fame  conclufion, 
if  it  were  clearly  eftabliftied  that  there  would  accrue  a  dif- 
advantage  of  this  kind.  But  to  allude  to  the  fentiment  of 
a  familiar  proverb,  there  may  be  a  lofs  without  injury  ;  yet 
of  this  truth,  it  might  be  extremely  difEcult  to  perfuade 
thofe  who  are  anxious  to  carry  into  eftedl  extenlive  fchemes 
of  perfonal  aggrandizement. 

The  p'ropofition  I  fubmit  to  the  attention  of  your 
Lordfhips,  is  this  ;  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  iflands  may  be  maintained,  without  tranfporting 
one  more  African  from  his  native  country.  I  will  advance 
a  ftep  farther,  and  aftert,  that  the  cultivation,  without 
fuch  affiftance,  may  not  only  be  maintained  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  but  may  be  extended.  But,  my  Lords,  fuppofing 
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it  were  otherwife,  would  you  continue  to  fanftlon  this 
dreadful  mode  by  which  the  banifhment  of  thefe  unhappy 
wretches  is  efFeCled  ?  ^tV^ho  is  there,  unbiafTed  by  partial 
interell,  tnat  can  refledl  on  this  pradlice  without  horror 
and  indignation  ? 

‘‘  On  the  one  hand,  you  are  told,  that  the  planter  is, 
at  this  moment,  labouring  under  difficulties  with  which 
he  can  hardly  contend,  and  that  the  produce  is  carried  to 
an  extent  much  beyond  what  the  markets  can  receive. 
If  this  be  any  thing  like  a  correct  view  of  the  fubje£l:, 
there  can  be  no  motive  for  frefh  importations,  with  a  view 
to  expand  the  cultivation.  Would  you,  then,  my  Lords, 
accelerate  the  impending  ruin,  would  you  doom  the 
planters  to  certain  defl:ru61;ion,  in  order  to  involve  your- 
felves  in  all  the  guilt  of  this  commerce,  and  to  involve  the 
unhappy  objecSls  of  it  in  all  the  accumulated  mifery  with 
which  it  is  neceffiirily  attended  ?  I  fay,  my  Lords,  if  this 
be  a  jufl  reprefentation,  I  fet  up  before  you  the  claim  of 
juftice,  not  only  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  vaft  Continent 
of  Africa,  but  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Weft  India 
planters  and  merchants,  who  have  prefented  tlieir  com¬ 
plaints  at  your  table.  If  they  are  blind  to  their  true  in- 
terefls,  If  they,  from  too  much  hafte  to  acquire  riches, 
cxpofe  themfelves  to  this  threatening  danger,  I  call  upon 
your  Lordffiips  to  prevent  the  dreadful  confequences,  and 
to  Interpofe  your  parental  authority  for  the  protedtion  of 
the  wealth  and  refources  of  fo  large  a  portion  of  our 
fellow-fubjedls. 

My  Lords,  I  have  not  yet  done  with  the  confideratlon 
of  this  part  of  the  cafe.  Before  you  affent  to  the  propoli- 
tlon  which  has  been  urged  with  fo  much  energy,  and 
commented  upon  with  fo  much  eloquence  by  the  counfel 
at  the  bar  ;  before  you  admit  the  perpetuity  of  this  impor¬ 
tation  of  Slaves,  for  the  purpofe  of  clearing  the  wafte 
lands,  and  carrying  into  effe(ft  thefe  great  proje6l:s  of 
colonial  ambition,  I  intreat  you  to  afk  yourfelves  one 
queftion.  If,  for  this  purpofe,  the  trade  is  to  be  carried 
on,  to  what  length,  to  what  extent,  and  under  what  new 
devices  and  expedients,  is  it  to  be  purfued  ^  Let  thofe  who 
would  perfevere  in  it  on  thefe  grounds,  if  they  pleafe, 
fupply  the  anfwer  to  this  inquiry,  and  let  them  explain, 
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what  period  of  time  will  be  necelTary  to  import  into  the 
Weft  Indies,  Slaves  fufhcient  for  the  culture  of  the 
extenhve  waftes  in  thcfe  colonies.  Let  them  fpeak,  not 
only  to  the  duration,  but  to  the  number  of  hands  which 
will  be  required.  Let  them  tell  us  what  is  the  amount  of 
the  facrilice  to  be  made,  what  is  the  mafs  of  population 
to  be  torn  from  the  bofom  of  their  country,  from  their 
parents,  their  wives,  their  children,  and  their  friends,  in 
order  to  bring  the  eftates  to  that  condition  of  improvement 
they  contemplate. 

In  the  abfence  of  all  attempt  at  information  on  their 
part,  I  will  acquaint  your  Lordfiiips,  by  a  calculation  on 
a  very  moderate  fcale,  what  would  be  the  effecft,  if  any 
fuch  fcheme  were  carried  into  execution.  To  cultivate 
the  wafte  lands  in  Jamaica  alone,  this  traffic  muft  be  car¬ 
ried  on  for  two  or  three  ce?2turles^  and  one  million^  of  human 
beings  muft  be  tranfported  from  their  native  foil,  to  place 
that  ifland  in  the  condition  propofed.  For  the  other 
iflands,  fimilar  exceffes  againft  the  laws  and  rights  of  our 
nature  muft  be  committed,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
the  territory  to  be  rendered  produ61;ive,  and  the  greater  or 
lefs  difficulties,  from  the  quality  and  fituation  of  the 
ground,  in  its  cultivation. 

I  wifti  it  were  poffible  to  exhibit  the  pidlure,  not  be¬ 
fore  the  eyes  of  your  Lordfhips,  accuftomed  as  you  are  to 
refpe6f  the  obligations  of  humanity,  but  to  the  view  of  the 
mof  pr a Eiifed  Slave  dealer^  nay  even  of  the  moft  hardened 
barbaydan  ;  to  bring  into  his  prefence  millions  of  human 
beings,  all  of  which  vaft  multitude  muft  endure  the 
greateft  degree  of  fuffering*,  each  of  whom  muft  be  dragged 
from  the  country  he  loves,  from  the  friends  he  reveres, 
from  the  circle  in  which  his  early  habits  have  been 
formed  ;  muft  have  every  ftring  of  his  heart,  which  con¬ 
nects  him  with  all  he  holds  moft  dear,  rudely  broken, 
and  muft  be  conveyed  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  hopelefs  bondage  :  muft  be  expofed  to  death,  or  to  a 
fate  much  worfe  than  death.  And  for  what  purpofe  is 
this  accumulation  of  calamity  to  be  endured  ?  What  is 
the  anfwer  you  receive  from  thd  planters  and  merchants 
to  this  inquiry  ?  In  the  language  of  the  learned  counfel, 
it  is,  my  Lords,  to  gratify  the  fpeculative  hopes  of  profit. 
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But,  in  looking  at  the  fubjedl  in  this  point  of  obfer- 
vation,  we  have  only  introduced  into  the  pidlure  a  very 
fmall  portion  of  the  mifery  which  is,  in  truth,  occafioned 
by  fuch  fcenes  of  atrocity.  Every  one  of  thefe  individuals, 
thus  forced  from  tJieir  native  homes,  have  focial  con- 
necSEons  and  relations,  who  muft  participate  in  the  dis- 
treffes  to  which  they  are  expofed.  Then,  my  Lords, 
leaving  this  vaft  complication  of  human  calamity,  attend 
for  a  moment  to  what  is  depidled  in  the  evidence,  where 
the  mode  in  which  thefe  viclims  are  procured  is  defcribed. 
Blunted  down  like  ferocious  beads,  fee  the  terror  which 
is  fpread  through  the  forests  of  Africa,  and  refle61:,  my 
Lords,  that  this  is  not  the  picture  of  a  day,  according  to 
the  projehls  of  thefe  adventurers.  Age  after  age  is  to 
continue  this  profpe61:  of  horror  and  defolation.  My 
Lords,  can  there  be  an  individual  in  exiftence  who  bears 
the  damp  of  humanity,  who  could  contemplate  fuch  a 
picture  without  the  mod  painful  emotions  ?  Yet,  this  is 
the  boon  which  is  aiked  of  you  by  the  legiflature  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  and  this  is  the  boon,  v/hich  I  am  fure,  my  Lords, 
you  will  not  concede. 

“  My  Lords,  it  is  defired  of  you,  that  you  fhould  take 
no  hady  deps,  that  you  diould  paufe  before  you  adl  in  an 
affair  of  this  magnitude,  and  wait  for  a  future  time,  when 
what  is  now  propofed  may  be  effecled  wdth  lefs  detriment 
to  the  perfons  intereded  in  thefe  concerns. .  This,  my 
Lords,  is  no  new  dory  ;  during  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  this  quedion  has  been  agitated  within  your  walls, 
and  from  the  commencement  of  the  inquiry  to  the  prefent 
time,  you  have  been  obliged  to  lidcn  to  the  fame  fort  of 
application  for  a  gradual  abolition  of  the  trade,  by  a  delay, 
in  which  the  Legiflature  is  deeply  guilty.  The  period  is 
now  arrived,  when  they  have  told  you  the  abolition  would 
be  attended  wdth  lefs  ferious  confequences.  The  gradual 
abolition  they  fought  has,  in  fatff,  taken  place,  and  we  are 
all  at  the  fame  point ;  fincc  thofe  who  have  wnfhed  for  the 
gradual  abolition,  and  thofe  who  are  defirous  of  its  im¬ 
mediate  termination,  under  the  conditions  of  this  bill  will 
have  their  hopes  accomplidied. 

‘‘  Befides  the  topics  to  which  I  have  already  attended, 
there  is  only  one  danger,  wdiicli  was  argued  at  your  bar  ; 
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only  one,  perhaps,  which  either  in  public  or  private  con- 
verfation  has  excited  particular  notice  and  interell.  This 
view  of  it  is  in  fome  degree  new,  becaufe  the  event,  on 
which  the  argument  is  founded,  has  tranfpired  at  a  recent 
date.  You  are  told,  my  Lords,  that  a  great  revolution 
has  happened,  fince  this  fubjecT  was  before  confidered 
amongft  you;  that  St.  Domingo  having  revolted,  a  great 
increafe  of  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  its  vicinity  to 
your  fettlements  ;  that  while  Jamaica  is  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  hundred  miles  from  any  Britilh  port,  St.  Domingo 
is  only  fourteen  hours  fail  from  that  ifand,  and,  that  in 
cafe  of  an  infurreiTion,  the  Negroes  of  Jamaica  will  be 
alTifted  in  their  rebellion  by  thefe  favage  and  hoftile  neigh¬ 
bours.  In  this  fituation  of  things,  it  is  faid,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  opinion  of  men  of  judgment  before,  no  per- 
fon  of  found  fenfe  would,  for  the  prefent,  promote  any 
change ;  the  nation  fhould  hold  its  hand  until  the  natural 
and  political  effedls  of  this  adjacent  revolution  fhall  be 
afcertained.  My  Lords,  what  is  here  held  forth  to  you 
as  an  objedfion,  I  confider  to  be  a  ftrong  and  urgent  mo¬ 
tive  for  the  abolition  of  this  traffic,  and  while  I  deliver  my 
fentiments  on  this  part  of  the  fubje^f,  I  addrefs  you  as  one 
in  a  {late  of  awful  refponfibility,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  apply 
vigilant  attention  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  country, 
and  of  all  its  remote  dependencies ;  and  I  affure  you,  my 
Lords,  if  I  were  called  upon  to  fay  what  is  the  principal 
danger  refulting  from  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  ifland  of 
St.  Domingo,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  colonies,  I 
fhould  fay,  it  is  precifely  that  which  would  arife  from  the 
continued  importations  of  Negroes  from  Africa.  And  if 
I  were  required  to  exprefs  my  fentiments  on  the  meafures 
Parliament  ought  to  adopt,  to  avoid  the  confequences  of 
this  formidable  danger,  I  iliould  recommend,  that  thefe 
importations  fhould  for  the  future  be  prevented. 

It  is,  perhaps,  fcarcely  worth  while  to  notice  the 
danger  that  has  been  talked  of  from  announcing  the 
opinion  of  Parliament  on  this  trade.  No  future  evil  is  to 
be 'dreaded  from  this  caufe,  for  the  fenfe  of  Parliament 
has  already  been  proclaimed,  that  this  intercourfe  with 
Africa  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  juflice  and  hu¬ 
manity.  The  pcrrdcious  effi^-£l,  whatever  it  may  be,  is 
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brought  home,  and  both  Houfes  have  folemnly  declared, 
before  the  world,  their  convidion  on  this  fubjed.  But 
will  the  Slave,  tranfported  in  fetters  from  his  native 
country,  and  made  to  encounter  the  labours  of  the  field 
and  the  inclemencies  of  the  feafons  in  dillant  regions,  that 
lie  may  gratify  the  mercenary  defigns  of  his  employers, 
remain  ignorant  that  the  ads  by  which  he  fuifers  thefe 
hardfliips  are  mofl;  unjufi:  and  cruel  ?  Is  he  fo  infenfible 
to  the  calamities  of  his  own  fituation,  that  he  waits  for  the 
Britifli  Parliament  to  announce  to  him  the  wrongs  he  has 
endured  ?  If  he  wait  to  learn  your  opinion,  my  Lords, 
that  knowledge  is  already  acquired,  the  danger  is  at  your 
own  door,  and  the  fit  queftloii  is,  not  whether  it  will  be 
incurred,  but  how  it  is  to  be  avoided  ?  I  will  anfwer  this 
inquiry.  It  is  by  obftruding  the  importation  of  more 
Slaves.  And  if,  my  Lords,  you  will  calmly  examine  the 
nature  of  this  objedion,  you  will  difeover  additional 
motives  for  the  Abolition,  from  the  novel  circumftances 
of  St.  Domingo,  and  the  appearances  elfewhere. 

I  know  it  has  been  faid  by  the  counfel,  that  no  peril 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  native  Africans,  becaufe, 
being  drawn  from  diiferent  countries,  and  fpeaking  dif¬ 
ferent  languages,  they  were  incapable  of  coalefcing  for  any 
purpofe  of  general  infurredion.  Thus  circumftanced, 
they  could  do  nothing,  and  divide  et  impera  was  the  happy 
maxim  by  which  all  danger  of  this  kind  might  be  eluded. 

‘‘  My  Lords,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  if  you  wiflr  to 
guard  againfl:  the  danger  of  infurredion,  you  fliould  take 
the  advice  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which  is  given 
by  an  experienced  planter,  the  hillorian  of  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  (Mr.  Long.)  He  diitindly  fays,  that  the  caufe 
of  the  frequent  rebellions  in  that  ifland  is  the  continued 
importation  of  nev/  Negroes  5  and  that  the  efi-edual  means 
of  putting  a  flop  to  thefe  diforders,  is  to  prevent  fuch 
importations.  Your  Lordflnps  mull  be  aware,  from  the 
fads  dated  in  the  hidory  of  thefe  fettlements,  that  the 
Negroes  born  in  the  Iflands,  having  all  their  habits 
domdlicated,  looking  to  the  'territory  around  them  as 
their  native  home,  having,  I  hope,  in  many  cafes  no 
feeling  of  new  cruelties,  being  often  treated  with  kindnefs 
if  not  witli  refped,  are  contented,  and  in  fome  degree 
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happy  under  their  laborious  duties ;  and  have  fom?t 
affection  for  their  mafters,  which  confirms  them  in  their 
habits  of  obedience.  While  this  is  the  cafe  of  the  natives^ 
the  newly  imported  negroes^  fmarting  under  a  fenfe  of  injury^ 
rife  in  rebellion,  and  fpread  defl:ru6lioii  around  them. 

It  is  pretended  that  the  humane  difpofition  exercifed 
towards  the  Slaves  of  St.  Domingo,  the  expedients  adopt-, 
ed  to  improve  their  education,  and  to  alleviate  their 
burthens,  were  the  real  caufes  of  the  infurredlion  in  that 
ifland-  My  Lords,  diredlly  the  reverfe  is  the  truth;  they 
were  hurried  into  this  Hate  of  diforder  and  diforganization, 
by  the  mofl  grofs  and  fhameful  violations  of  the  engage¬ 
ments  made  with  them. 

‘‘  Among  the  ftrange  afiertions  refpedllng  the  Slaves  in 
our  Iflands,  it  has  been  faid,  that  it  was  to  them ^ a  great 
gratification  to  fee  one  of  thefe  African  Slave  Ships  enter 
the  harbour  of  the  illand  where  they  w^ere  employed, 
conveying  [number  of  human  heings  of  their  own  com- 
'  plexion  and  country,  to  fiiare  the  melancholy  fate  to 
which  they  had  been  deflined.  I  believe,  if  there  could 
be  any  circumftance  diftinguifhed,  which  had  the  mofl 
powerful  influence  to  keep  alive  in  the  wounded  breafts 
of  the  African  exiles,  an  adlive  principle  of  refentmenl 
for  the  wrongs  they  had  fu fibred,  it  would  be  the  daily 
habit  of  witnefhng  the  arrival  of  frefli  cargoes,  confifting 
of  the  natives  of  their  country,  which  continued  to  be 
thus  depopulated  and  exhaufted  by  fcenes  of  violence  and 
crime.  I  am  perfuaded,  and  I  fpeak  hiflorically,  that  no 
fuch  defire  as  has  been  reprefented,  of  feeing  fliips  fuc- 
ceflively  arrive  from  their  native  coafl  ever  exifted  among 
the  blacks  of  the  ifiand  St.  Domingo;  yet  this  is  among 
the  numerous  falsehoods  which  have  been  publilLed  of 
that  people.  It  was  perfidy  alone  which  produced  the 
rebellion,  and  the  fubfequent  devaflation  of  that  once 
flourifhing  colony.  If  you  wifh  to  guard  agalnfl  fucli 
dreadful  efFedls  in  your  own  iflands,  let  not  thefe  infults 
to  humanity  be  committed  before  the  eyes  of  their  country¬ 
men;  difcontinue  thefe  importations;  inflead  of  enemies, 
make  friends  of  the  natives  of  the  iflands  by  gentlenefs 
and  benignity;  and  to  friends  they  will  be  converted  by 
the  Britifli  Parliament,  which  by  palling  this  bill,  will 
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induce  the  Planters,  from  a  regard  to  their  own  perfcna! 
interefl,  to  treat  their  dependents  with  refpedl:  and 
humanity. 

My  Lords,  this  is  tlie  belt  way  of  introducing  thofe 
regulations  which  are  moil  favourable  to  the  interefls  of 
our  Weft  Indian  eftablifhments.  But  if  you  look  to  fuch 
regulations  as  the  means  of  ultimately  producing  the 
abolition,  as  fome  perfons  would  have  us  to  do,  inftead 
of  confidering  the  abolition  as  produdlive  of  benehcial 
regulations,  you  will  be  deceived. 

‘‘  In  1 792,  the  Britifh  Parliament  thought  fit  to  refolve 
that  it  w^as  right  to  take  meafures  for  the  termination  of 
this  fpecies  of  commerce.  We  were,  however,  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  the  attempt  to  abolifh  it,  and  opinions  were 
entertained,  that  regulation  might  be  introdudfory  of  the 
Abolition;  and  for  this  purpofe,  addrefles  were  prefented, 
praying  that  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  give  his 
commands,  that  it  ftiould  be  recommended  to  the  legif- 
latures  of  the  iflands,  to  adopt  fuch  expedients  as  would 
finally  lead  to  that  Abolition. 

I  do  not  think  it  neceftary  to  ftate  to  you,  my  Lords, 
’  in  detail,  the  manner  and  fpirit  with  which  the  royal 
mandate,  refpedling  thefe  regulations,  was  received;  but 
if  any  noble  Lord  wiflies  to  acquire  information  on  this 
fubjedf,  I  will  requeft  his  attention  to  the  correfpondence 
on  the  table,  where  all  the  circumftances  fully  appear. 
When  thefe  humane  inftrudlions  were  received  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  there  exifted,  in  the  ifland  of 
Barbadoes,  no  law  by  which  the  murder  of  a  Negro  was 
punifhable  beyond  the  contemptible  penalty  of  eleven 
pounds.  This  fine  was  rather  for  the  purpofe  of  marking 
the  fcandal,  than  of  deiignating  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  offence;  and  fuch,  my  Lords,  is  the  cruel  fophiftry 
of  avarice,  that  in  this  very  ifland  it  has  been  a  fubje<T  of 
debate,  •whethev  the  muvder  oj^  a  Slave  be  any^  crime  at  all. 
My  Lord  Seaforth  relates  to  you,  after  his  arrival  in 
Barbadoes,  three  inftances  of  cruel  and  atrocious  murders, 
under  circumftances,  which  mull  excite  the  keeneft  pangs 
in  the  heart  of  every  man,  not  rendered  obdurate  by  fuch 
exliibitions  of  barbarity.  Human  nature  revolts  at  this 
cold  blooded  maftacre  of  its  fpecies.  I  wiii  not,  my 
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Lords,  give  you  lire  diftrefs  of  the  recital,  but  I  will  fay, 
that  the  ingenuity  of  man  can  hardly  conceive  more  cruelty 
than  was  exercifed  in  thefa  examples  of  depravity  fhewn 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  fufFering  endured  on  the  other. 
The  perpetration  of  thefe  enormities  led  my  Lord  Seaforth 
to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  laws  of  the  ifland,  and  he 
difcovered,  that  the  foul  crime  of  murder,  was  to  be 
anfwered  by  the  trifling  penalty  of  eleven  pounds.  By 
the  recommendation  of  the  Houfes  of  Parliament,  'fanc- 
tioned  by  the  authority  of  the  Sovereign,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Governors  of  the  iflands.  Lord  Seaforth 
brought  the  iubje£f  before  the  Council  and  AfTembly  of 
Barbadoes,  and  how  was  it  received?  It  was  received,  my 
Lords,  w'ith  infult.  Barbadoes  not  only  refufed  to  pafs 
a  law  that  murder  fhould  meet  with  its  juft  puniftiment, 
but  in  the  public  refolutions  language  was  employed 
indicative  of  a  fpirit  of  the  moft  unreftrained  arrogance. 

Far  from  being  a  pleafure  to  me,  my  Lords,  it  is,  on 
the  contrary,  extremely  painful  to  enter  into  thefe  parti¬ 
culars  at  this  advanced  period,  when  I  might  expe(ft:,  that 
thefe  ineffectual  attempts  at  regulations  were  generally 
known;  but  fearful  that  I  ftiould  hear  from  the  other  fide 
of  fome  projeCIs  of  regulation,  as  introduClory  of  the 
Abolition,  I  have  been  urged  to  enter  more  than  I 
intended,  certainly  more  than  I  wifhed,  into  fuch  details. 

What  is  the  ftate  of  fociety,  and  what  are  the 
opinions  of  the  different  ranks  of  men  in  thefe  commu¬ 
nities,  may  perhaps  be  better  colleCIed  from  infulated 
faCIs,  than  from  general  obfervation.  In  Barbadoes  we 
learn  from  my  Lord  Seaforth,  that  a  white  militia  man 
ran  his  bayonet  into  the  body  of  a  helplefs  female  Negro, 
and  being  remonftrated  with  for  his  conduCI,  and  threat¬ 
ened  with  puniftiment,  he  exclaimed  with  a  mixture  of 
furprife  and  indignation;  What,  for  killing  a  Negro?’’ 
as  a  brutal  carman  might  exprefs  himfelf  when  threatened 
for  his  barbarity  to  the  animals  under  his  lafh ;  What, 
for  injuring  a  horfe  ?”  I  mention  this  fingle  faCl,  my  Lords, 
to  put  it  home  to  your  feelings,  that  you  may  know  the 
degradation  of  fentiment  Vvdiich  muft  prevail  amongft  a 
people,  where  fuch  an  anfwer  is  given  on  the  cominhlioxn 
of  fo  heinous  a  crime.  It  is  material,  my  Lords,  to 
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confider  from  what  clafs  of  perfons  the  militia  men  are 
fele6led. 

[At  this  ftage  of  the  proceeding,  the  Earl  of  Morton 
rofe  to  fpeak  to  order,  and  complained,  that  a  perfon  had 
been  taking  notes  at  the  bar,  in  diredl  violation  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Houfe.  This  interpofition  occafioned 
fome  converfation  between  Lords  Eldon  and  Holland, 
and  occafioned  fo  much  interruption  to  the  fhort-hand 
writer,  that  he  found  it  impradticable  to  obtain  a  full  and 
accurate  report  of  the  fequel  of  the  debate.  Indeed  it  was 
^  not  in  his  power  to  do  more  than  take  fhort  notes.] 

Lord  Grenville  refumed.  “  I  was  proceeding  to 
ftate  a  matter  which  appeared  to  me  of  great  importance, 
in  illuftrating  the  fubjecT  immediately  under  your  Lord- 
fliip’s  confideration,  and  which  is  rendered  more  fo,  by 
fome  remarks  of  the  learned  counfel,  refpedding  the  in¬ 
clination  of  the  white  population  of  the  iflands,  to  render 
the  condition  of  the  Blacks  more  comfortable.  Of  whom 
then,  are  thefe  white  militia-men  compofed,  of  whofe 
condudb  towards  the  Negroes  we  have  jufl  feen  a  fpeci- 
men  ?  They  are  drawn  from  the  managers  and  overfeers 
of  the  iflands  ;  and  on  this  order  of  perfons  the  ameliora¬ 
tion  of  the  ftate  of  the  Negroes  is  to  depend.  Whether, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  any  improvement  in  their  con¬ 
dition  can  be  expelled,  I  leave  to  your  Lordftiip’s  deter¬ 
mination. 

“We  are  to  be  fold,  perhaps,  that  the  Aflembly  of 
Barbadoes  is  fenfible  of  its  error  in  not  having  attended 
to  the  recommendation  given  frorn  fuch  grave  and  high 
authority,  and,  in  not  having,  at  the  firft  mention  of  the 
complaint,  enaiTed  a puniftiment  proportionate  to  the  crime. 
And  this  obfervation  leads  me  to  mention  one  other  par¬ 
ticular  on  this  part  of  the  fubjetft,  which  may,  perhaps, 
deferve  more  regard  than  any  of  the  preceding.  When 
the  moft  falutary  laws  are  pafled,  what  are  the  means  of 
obtaining  the  impartial  ex.ecution  of  them,  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  fociety  as  that  which  exifts  throughout  our  Weft  Indian 
Colonies,  where  the  dlftuiftion  is  fo  ftrongly  njarked 
between  the  two  orders  of  population  ?  The  ftate  of  the 
Weft  Indies  is  fuch,  that  the  teftimony  of  a  flave,  is  not 
only  inadmiifible  againll  his  own  mafter,  but  againft  any 
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mdividual  of  the  white  inhabitants.  What,  my  Lords, 
may  be  the  confequence  of  this  exclufion  of  teftimony  ? 
A  cruel  mafter,  or  any  white  inhabitant,  may  affemble 
ten  thoufand  of  this  unfortunate  race,  in  his  hall,  or  elfe- 
where,  and  may,  without  a  (ingle  witneis  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  perpetration  of  his  crimes,  with  his  own 
hand  commit  the  mod  inhuman  barbarities,  the  mod 
grofs  and  difguding  infults,  (if  indeed  in  their  date  of 
degradation  they  can  be  fufceptible  of  infult,}  on  thefe 
wretched  objedls  of  his  malignity ;  he  may  command 
them  to  infli^  on  each  other  the  mod  cruel  torments,  to 
facrifice  limb  and  life  to  his  ferocity,  and  he  .may  do  all 
this  with  impunity,  provided  there  is  no  white  witnefs  pre- 
fent  to  tedify  to  his  flagitious  conducd.  My  Lords,  I  fhould 
be  afliamed  to  detain  you  with  following,  through  all  its 
pernicious  effedfs,  fuch  a  conditfon  of  fociety,  where  all 
the  fociai  relations  between  man  and  man  are  furrendered 
fit  the  ihrine  of  avarice. 

Without  commenting  farther  at  prefent,  my  Lords, 
either  on  the  ch^iradler  of  the  exiding  laws;  or  on  the 
infuperable  difficulties  attending  their  execution,  if  the 
code  were  as  complete  as  human  ingenuity  could  devife ; 
I  wilj  date,  that  the  material  obje<d  of  this  Bill  is  to 
render  the  perfedlion  of  the  law^s  themfelves,  as  well  as 
promptitude  and  fidelitydn  their  execution,  lefs  neceffiary: 
it  is  to  convert  the  date  of  a  (lave  into  a  date  refembling 
that  of  the  European  peafant  or  labourer:  it  is  to  attach 
thofe  who  perform  the  duties  of  the  field,  to  the  foil  they 
cultivate,  and  to  the  proprietors  under  whom  they  ferve: 
it  contains  no  new  regulations  to  punifh  crime,  but  it 
involves  abundant  means  to  prevent  it.  There  are  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thoufands  within  the  wdde  extent  of  the  Eritiffi 
dominions  whom  you  punifh  for  rebdance  to  the  laws, 
but  to  whom  thofe  laws  extend  no  prote6lion  whatfoever, 
and  who  receive  no  encouragement  for  a  long,  faithful, 
and  a61:ive  difcharge  of  the  mod  beneficial  duties. 

The  learned  Counfel,  my  Lords,  has  told  us  to  look 
to  the  example  of  St.  Domingo  as  a  motive  for  continuing 
the  importation  of  thefe  perfecuted  Africans.  Continue 
this  importation,  and  you  will  add  frefh  fuel  to  the  flames 
which  will  confume  the  iflands.  As  you  would  defend 
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yourfelves  againfl:  the  intrufion  of  a  foreign  enemy,  prevent 
this  acceffion  of  dangerous  intruders:  prevent  it  with  the 
view  to  encourage  a  defcription  of  people  favourable  to  the 
peace  of  the  colonies;  and  make  it  the  intereft  of  thefe  to 
be  obedient,  by  promoting  the  means  of  their  comfort  and 
enjoyment.  Produce  this  edeef,  by  ftiewing  to  their 
mailers,  tliUt  the  moil  fuccefsful  method  of  augmenting 
the  fair  profpe6ls  of  cultivation,  is,  by  treating  their 
dependents  with  refpedl  and  humanity. 

To  prevent  the  deftriuTion  of  the  fpecies,  is  among 
the  numerous  reafons  di£lated  by  humanity  for  obftrudling 
the  farther  importation  of  Slaves;  but  there  is  another, 
conned^ed  with  policy,  which  operates  on  the  fame  fide, 
and  to  which  I  have  not  yet  drawn  your  Lordflrips* 
'attention.  For  the  prefervation  of  thefe  iflands,  you  are 
obliged  to  contend,  not  only  with  foreign  enemies,  but 
with, internal  foes,  who  are  always  on  the  fpot,  to  take 
advantage  of  the  diforganization  of  the  moment,  and  who 
are,  by  far,  the  mofl  dangerous.  The  force  fent  to 
prote£l  thefe  iilands  is  fent  for  the  double  purpofe  of  de^ 
fending  them  from  exterior  alTailants,  and  maintaining  tran¬ 
quility  within  their  borders.  When  thefe  importations 
have  ceafed,  the  force  for  the  latter  purpofe  will  be 
unnecelfary :  order  and  regularity  will  prevail,  in  a  date  of 
fociety,  where  the  happinefs  of  its  members  is  confulted, 
and  where  their  paffions  are  not  inflamed  by  frefh  infults. 
The  fubje6l  to  which  I  am  now  adverting  is  not  merely 
di6lated  by  the  ordinary  principles  of  reafon  and  humanity; 
it  is  fuggefted  by  the  unfufpicious,  unfuljpe6led  teflimony 
of  a  perfon,  who  rcfledled  upon  it,  long  before  it  was 
agitated  in  a  BritiOi  Parliament.  If  your  Lordfhips  will 
refer  to  the  work  of  Mr.  Long,  who  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  thefe  m.atters,  you  will  find,  that  he 
enumerates  various  rebellions  which  had  taken  place, 
and  then  he  proceeds  to  examine  the  caufe  to  which  they 
are  to  be  attributed.'  “  Can  any  one  be  furprifed,  (fays 
he,)  at  this  fpirit  of  infurreedion,  who  has  confidered  the 
unlimited  importation  of  frelh  negroes?” 

“  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  not  only  endeavoured  to 
explain  the  general  principles  applicable  to  this  enquiry; 
not  only  adduced  the  fadls  referable  to  thofe  principles ; 
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but  have  detailed  to  you  the  proofs  by  which  thofe  facts 
have  been  fupported.  On  thefe  grounds,  it  will  not  be 
difficult,  I  prefume,  to  obtain  your  Lordffiip^s  affient  to 
the  following  propofitions. 

I  ft.  The  intereft  of  the  Planter  is  not  injured  by  the 
Abolition  of. the  Slave  Trade. 

2diy.  The  cultivation  of  frefh  lands  furniflies  no 
fufficient  motive  for  the  continuance  of  the  trade. 

3dly  The  danger  of  infurredlion  from  the  vicinity  of 
St.  Domingo,  inftcad  of  being  an  argument  againft 
the  Bill,  fupplies  powerful  reafons  for  its  adoption. 

On  one  part  of  the  fubjcdl,  the  learned  Gentlemen 
at  your  bar  were  plain  and  dire£l  in  their  obfervations. 
They  faid,  that  their  clients  conlidered  themfelves  fully 
abfolved  from  any  guilt  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  attach 
to  this  trade  :  they  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  chargeable 
with  any  of  the  nefarious  practices  to  which  it  gives 
birth  :  the  guilt  was  ours,  my  Lords  :  the  merchants  and 
planters  did  not  create  or  carry  on  this  trade  ;  it  was  origi¬ 
nally  created,  and  progreftively  maintained  by  the  authority 
of  the  Britiffi  Parliament.  Will  you,  my  Lords,  permit  this 
guilt  to  reft  upon  your  heads  ?  If  by  us  it  was  ian^lioned, 
ffiall  not  that  fandfion  be  withdrawn  ?  If  by  us  it  was 
raifed,  ffiall  we  not  interpofe  our  authority  to  deprefs, 
and  to  deftroy  it  ?  Are  we  bound  by  any  anterior  obliga¬ 
tions,  to  plunge  deeper  and  deeper  into  this  fea  of  guilt? 
Let  us  not  now  inquire  in  what  words,  or  by  what  former 
arguments  we  have  juftified  the  crime  :  let  us  not  examine 
whether  Somers,  Clarendon,  and  Locke,  upheld  it  by 
their  venerable  names.  I  admit  that  thefe  are  grave 
authorities,  I  refpe^l  their  charaders,  I  revere  their 
memories,  and  I  admire  their  virtues  ;  yet  human  nature 
is  fallible,'  and  this  part  of  their  condu61:  I  muft  difap- 
prove  :  it  is  an  offence  which  no  law  can  fanftion,  it  is  a 
crime  which  no  name  can  cover. 

Much  has  been  faid,  my  Lords,  in  the  way  of  apolo¬ 
gy  for  this  trade,  by  reprefentations,  extremely  inaccurate, 
of  the  condition  of  the  Africans  in  their  own  country,  and 
of  the  flavery  and  wretchednefs  to  which  they  are  expofed. 
We  are  not  wholly  ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  the  natives  of 
thofe  regions,  and  in  this  inquiry,  we  are  greatly  affifted 
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by  an  intelligent  and  enterprifmg  traveller.  Mr.  Park 
feems  to  think,  that  the  proportion  of  Slaves  in  Africa, 
compared  with  the  free  men,  is  as  three  to  one.  Slaves 
are  either  fuch  as  are  born  of  enflaved  mothers,  or  fuch 
as  become  fo  from  the  confequences  of  war,  of  famine, 
of  infolvency,  and  from  the  commifTion  of  crimes.  In 
Africa,  however,  they  are  in  a  very  diiferent  fituatipn 
from  that  in  which  they  are  placed  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  chara6ter  of  the  African,  in  general,  is  that  of  mild- 
nefs  and  benignity,  and  whatever  may  be  the  nominal  de¬ 
gradation  of  the  Slaves,  they  partake  of  many  of  the  com¬ 
forts  and  enjoyments  of  their  fuperiors.  Thofe  who  are 
born  in  a  mailer’s  houfe,  are  domeflicated,  and  are  pro- 
tedded  by  law  ;  the  Planter,  the  Overfeer,  and  the  Slave, 
join  in  the  fame  common  labour,  and  no  oftenfible  dif- 
tindlions,  that  are  at  all  material,  infult  their  feelings. 
Humble  as  their  condition  may  be  efteemed  in  fociety,  the 
domeftic  relations  are  in  a  great  degree  preferved,  and  no 
inconfiderable  portion  of  happinefs  is  enjoyed.  Whatever 
may  be  the  notions,  entertained  by  Europeans,  of  the 
mifery  which  exifls  on  the  fliores  of  the  Gambia,  it  is  the 
defire  of  the  Negro,  as  it  is  the  univerfal  wifli  of  mankind, 
to  fpend  his  days  where  he  pafled  his  infancy.  “To 
him,”  (we  are  told  by  the  traveller  I  have  named),  “  no 
water  is  fo  fweet  as  what  is  drawn  from  his  own  well  y 
and  no  tree  has  fo  cool  and  pleafant  a  fhade  as  the  Tabba 
tree  of  his  native  village.  When  war  compels  him  to 
abandon  the  delightful  fpot  in  which  he  firll  drew  his 
breath,  and  feek  for  fafety  in  fome  other  kingdom,  his 
’"time  is  fpent  in  talking  about  the  country  of  his  anceftors, 
and  no  fooner  is  peace  reftored,  than  he  turns  his  back 
upon  the  land  of  G  rangers,  rebuilds  with  halle  his  fallen 
walls,  and  exults  to  fee  the  fmoke  afceiid  frorn  his  native 
village.” 

“  Such  is  the  Hate,  and  fuch  the  difpofition  of  the 
natives  of  Africa.  ^  Let  us  now,^  my  Lords,  attend,  for 
a  few  moments,  to  the  changes  likely  to  be  produced 
by  the  vifitors  from  Europe  for  the  purpofes  of  this  com¬ 
merce  :  let  us  inquire  how  far  the  peace  of  the  natives  is 
likely  to  be  dellroyed,  how  far  their  comforts  are  likely  to 
be  abridged,  and  in  what  degree  their  patriotic  attach¬ 
ments 
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ments  are  likely  to  be  wounded.  How  are  Slaves  procurei 
to  fatisfy  the  wants  of  thefe  intruders  ? 

‘‘We  are  told,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Slaves  for 
fale  are  brought  down  from  the  interior  of  the  country 
in  large  caravans,  from  places,  even  the  names  of  which 
are  unknown  to  Europeans  :  that  a  few  only  are  coiIe<^ed 
in  the  petty  wars  upon  the  coaft,  but  that  immenfe  num*- 
bers  are  colledled  in  the  more  remote  diftridts,  by  the 
wars  which  are  encouraged  to  fupply  the  materials  of  tin's 
hateful  trade.  The  Slatees,  or  native  Slave  merchants> 
attend  in  the  rear  of  the  armies,  and  obtain  from  the 
conquerors,  or  rather  public  robbers,  the  unhappy  victims 
of  their  violence. 

“  Let  us,  my  Lords,  paufe  for  an  inftant,  to  refledf  on 
thefe  horrid  fcenes.  Slaves  are  ellecmed  more  valuable 
by  the  Slatees  in  proportion  to  the  diftance  of  the  countries 
from  the  coafl:  to  which  they  are  deftined  :  the  more  re-- 
mote  fpeak  a  different  language,  and  are  confidered  to  be 
more  gentle  and  tradlable,  while  their  corporeal  ftrengtli 
is  deemed  equal  to  that  of  the  more  weftern  inhabitants* 
Thus,  the  internal  diftridfs  of  this  vaft  Continent  are  in¬ 
volved  in  all  the  terrors  of  war  and  carnage  ;  and  their 
natural  confequences  of  famine,  pefliience,  and  defola- 
tion,  are  fpread  far  and  wide.  Whether  more  of  the 
natives  perifli  by  the  arrow  and  the  fpear  than  become 
captives  for  the  defigns  of  this  commerce,  we  know  not ; 
but  this  we  know,'  that  civilization  is  obftrudled,  that 
•public  peace  is  deffroyed,  that  the  tender  ties  of  domeilic 
intercourfe  are  cut  afunder,  and  that  the  generous  feelings 
of  humanity  are  outraged. 

“  When  all  this  is  done,  when  the  eartli  is  covered 
either  with  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  or  with  tlioie  of  tiie: 
'Vanquiflied,  deftined  to  perpetual  ilavery,  what  is  next  to 
be  performed  ?  The  captives  are  fent,  as  I  have  ftaied, 
in  large  caravans,  expofed  to  all  the  dangers  and  miferies 
of  a  journey  over  extenfive  deferts,  until  they  arrive  at  die 
places  where  the  regular  markets  are  held.  It  often  hap¬ 
pens,  that  no  purchafer  appears,  and  in  that  cafe,  thefe 
melancholy  wTetches  are  either  employed  in  conftant  work 
•chained  to  each  other,  or  immured  in  fetters  within  the 
walls  of  a  clofe  dungeon,  left  the  love  of  liberty  fnould 
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throb  in  the  bread  of  any  one  of  them,  and  induce  hioi 
to  attempt  his  efcape. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  brief  view  of  the  hiftory  arid 
progrefs  of  thefe  tranfa£tions,  and  of  the  dreadful  efFecds 
lefulting  from  this  trade.  1  fliould  not  think  myfelf  jufti-* 
hable  if  I  were  to  detain  you  with  any  farther  particulars 
applicable  to  this  part  of  the  fubjeift. 

‘‘  My  Lords,  we  have  not  perhaps  fufhciently  con- 
fidered  the  prodigious  extent  of  the  evil  with  which  this 
trade  is  accompanied.  We  look  to  the  map  of  Africa, 
and  contemplate  it  as  a  wdld  inhofpitable  defert,  forgetting 
that  it  is  compofed  of  diftindb  governments,  and  that 
many  parts  of  it,  at  lead,  are  crouded  with  a  numerous 
population.  My  Lords,  not  only  one  nation,  but  a  whole 
continent  is  kept  in  a  date  of  barbarity  by  the  continuance 
of  the  Slave  trade.  Wars  are  excited  in  the  interior  to  fup- 
ply  the  materials  for  it;  and  not  only  public  violence  in  the 
open  field  is  committed  between  hodile  tribes,  but  the 
purpofes  of  interior  government  are  defeated,  the  facred 
courts  of  judice  are  prophaned,  and  pretended  convidlions, 
contrary  to  law  and  equity,  confign  the  melancholy  vic¬ 
tims  of  our  avarice  to  exile  and  fervitude. 

So  greatly  is  this  ferocious  date  promoted  by  the 
Slave  trade,  that  in  proportion  to  the  remotenefs  from  the 
coad,  which  is  the  great  theatre  of  public  mifery,  civilization 
proceeds ;  and  fo  didindlly  marked  is  its  progrefs,  that  the 
didance  from  the  coad  may  be  almod  afeertained  by  the 
degree  of  civilization.  Is  it  podible  that  any  thing  can 
more  drongly  denote  the  wretched  effedls  of  this  trade  on 
the  miferable  inhabitants  of  th^t  immenfe  country  ? 

“  My  Lords,  if  we  look  to  the  hidory  of  Parliament 
within  the  lad  twenty  years,  we  fhall  find  recorded  the 
manner  in  which  we  have  hitherto  met  this  quedionj  and 
we  fliall  difeover,  that  if  this  bill  be  not  pafled,  not  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  but  to  us,  will  be  to  be  attributed  a 
perfeverance  in  tJie  Slave  trade.  From  a  regard  to  our 
own  honour  we  ought  to  put  a  final  clofe  to  it :  the  eyes  of 
Europe  and  America  are  directed  towards  us,  watching 
our  condudt  with  refpedf  to  this  meafure  ,  and  it  is  of  the 
highed  confequence  to  ourfelves,  that  we  fl.ould  not  dif- 
appoint  their  hopes. 
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But  it  is  faid,  that  we  are  to  wait  until  other  nations, 
having  the  fame  opinion  with  ourfelves  of  the  immorality 
of  this  commerce,  concur  in  the  Abolition  of  it.  This 
indeed  would  be  to  poftpone  it  to  a  very  diftant  period ; 
and  the  annals  of  mankind  furnifli  no  analogies  by  which 
we  may  guide  ourfelves  in  producing  fuch  a  concurrence* 
The  coalition  of  nations  has  ufually  been  to  repel  or  de- 
prefs  fome  great  power  ;  has  commonly  been  diredlied  to 
war  and  carnage  ;  and  has  very  rarely  had  for  its  objedf, 
the  caufe  of  peace,  juftice,  and  humanity.  Let  thofe 
who  are  fo  anxious  for  a  general  union  of  civilized  empires, 
for  the  fupprelTion  of  this  commerce,  point  out  to  me  a 
fingle  inftance  in  hiftory,  where  fuch  a  union  has  been  ef¬ 
fected  with  a  view  to  promote  the  happinefs,  or  to  prevent 
the  mifery  of  any  diftant  ftates,  with  which  no  political 
connection  has  exifted;  and  when  they  have  difcovered 
fuch  an  example,  and  (hewn  me  the  beneficial  efFeCts  with 
which  it  has  been  attended,  I  (hall  have  lefs  objection  to 
any  delay  which  may  be  neceflary  to  facilitate  this  con¬ 
currence.  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  confident  that  the  hi f- 
toric  page  fupplies  us  with  no  fuch  precedent,  and  to  wait 
for  this  reciprocity,  would  be  to  delay  the  Abolition  until 
mankind  had  arrived  at  a  much  higher  ftate  of  improve¬ 
ment,  than  we  can  flatter  ourfelves  with  witnefting  in  our 
own  tirnes. 

Then,  it  is  faid,  that  to  refign  this  trade,  is  ineffec¬ 
tual  for  any  valuable  purpofe,  as  America  is  only  waiting 
to  take  advantage  of  your  folly  ;  that  America  will  fend 
her  vaft  commercial  marine  to  the  ftiores  of  Africa,  and 
conduCl  the  fanie  trade  to  an  extent  of  enormity  which  is 
impraClicable  in  England,  under  the  humane  and  falutary 
regulations  by  which  it  is  reftrained.  Is  it  unknown  to 
your  Lordfhips,  that  this  is  one  of  thofe  delufions  which 
the  advocates  for  this  trade  are  fo  much  accuftomed  to 
refort  to,  in  order  to  prevent  a  correCl  view  from  being 
taken  of  this  important  fubjeCt  ?  Are  you  ignorant,  my 
Lords,  that  a  law  is  now  in  unrefifted  progrefs  in  the 
United  States,  by  which  it  is  to  be  enaCfed,  that  thofe  who 
engage  in  this  murderous  trade,  (hould  pay  with  their 
lives  the  penalty  of  the  crime  ? 
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If  it  be  aclmkteJ,  that  this  trade  may  be  already  coi> 
fiiicred  as  extindt  in  America,  from  the  influence  of  thofe 
maxims  of  enlightened  policy  which  pervade  the  inftitu- 
tions .  of  that  republic  ;  we  are  next  told,,  that  no  fuch 
principles  are  received  among  the  old  governments  of 
Europe*,  that  many  of  thefe,  poflefling  extenfive  refources 
of  navigation,  will  take  up  with  ayidity  what  you  furrender, 
and,  ^whilc  your  maritime  firength  is  weakened  by  the 
facriflce,  theirs  will  be  greatly  increafed  by  the  ac- 
quifition. 

“  A  little  attention  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  Europe, 
will  convince  us,  that,  with  the  exception  of  Portugal, 
there  is  no  European  ftate  capable  of  engaging  in  this 
trade.  The  truth  is,  that  Portugal  itfeif  can  contribute 
very  little  to  the  maintenance  of  that  portion  of  it  which 
we  abandon.  It  is  not  merely  to  the  induftry  and  inge¬ 
nuity  .of  the  Britifh  people  that  their  widely-extended  com¬ 
merce  is  to  be  aferibed ;  it  is  alfo  to  be  attributed  to  the 
opulence  of  our  merchants,  to  the  large  capitals  they  are 
capable  of  invefting  in  remote  and  difficult  enterprizes  ^ 
and  of  the  various  branches  of  commercial  fpeculation, 
there  are  few  which  require  more  capital  than  that  to 
which  I  have  been  now  adverting.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of 
derangement  and  diforganization  of  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  when  almoft  every  government  is  fhaken  to  its 
centre  *,  when  property,  through  immenfe  diftridls,  is  al¬ 
moft  annihilated,  where  is  the  capital  to  be  found  by 
which  fuch  large  projedls  of  individual  gain  are  to  be  fup- 
ported  ?  Where,  above  all,  is  to  be  found 'that  conft- 
dcnce,  either  public  or  private,  without  which  fuch  a 
fpecies  of  extended  commerce  can  never  fubfift  ? 

“  From  thefe  confiderations,  my  Lords,  I  would  exhort 
you  to  baniffi  all  alarming  apprehenfions,  on  account  of 
any  fucceflTes  of  rival  ftates  in  the  profecution  of  this 
trade.  But  were  it  otherwife  ;  fuppofmg  all  thefe  ima- 
gffiary  ftories,  which  the  friends  of  this  pernicious  fyftem 
have  invented,  were  founded  in  accurate  views  of  the 
refources  of  European  nations,  ought  we,  on  that  account, 
to  be  the  inftruments  of  this  commerce  ?  Ought  we,  my 
Lords,  to  commit  the  foul  crime  of  murder,  becaufe  others 
can  be  found  atrocious  enough  to  be  the  perpetrators  of  it, 
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vf  we  fliould  arrefl:  our  hands  when  railed  ior  the  deilt ac¬ 
tion  of  our  fpecies  ? 

‘‘  One  of  the  mod:  curious  arguments  urged  in  objecSlion 
to  this  bill,  is,  that  it  is  not  fufficiently  extcnfive,  io  as  to 
prevent  all  Slavery  within  the  wide  range  of  the  Britilh 
dominions.  We  are  told,  that  if  it  abolidi  the  intro- 
dudlion  of  new  Slaves,  ftill  there  is  a  clafs  of  men  in 
■our  illands,  who  are  doomed  to  perpetual  fervitude,  who 
are  Brltifli  fubjedls,  and  who  are  entitled  to  the  protedlion 
of  Britifli  laws.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  this  reafonlng.  It  is,  that  becaufe  one  law  does 
not  comprife  all  podible  good,  the  good  which  it  does 
propofe  ought  not  to  be  puviued  *,  and  becaufe  we  cannot 
at  once  alleviate  all  the  diftrefling  circumdances  attendant 
on  Slavery,  we  are  to  exert  no  endeavours  to  dimmiili 
them.  The  error  in  this  cafe  arlfes  from  blending  two 
things,  which  are  in  themfelves  perfedfly  didindl.  The 
queftion  before  your  Lorddiips  is  not  whether  the  Slaves 
now  exifting  in  the  Weft  Indies  ftrould  be  emancipated  ; 
but  whether  the-  frefti  fupplies  from  Africa  fhould  be 
obftriufted,  and  all  the  evils  incident  to  that  trade  pre¬ 
vented.  Whatever  doubts  may  be  entertained  refpedling 
the  former  queftion,  on  the  fcore  of  juftice,  refpedling 
the  latter  there  is  no  uncertainty,  when  the  fadls  of  the 
cafe  are  detailed.  No  comment  is  neceftary  *,  every  mind 
inuft  inftantly  acknowledge,  that  fuch  a  practice  is  incon- 
ftftent  with  the  relative  duties  of  man  and  man.  It  is  alio 
important  to  remember,  that  any  fud-den  changes  may 
prove  unfavourable  to  happinefs.  It  is  often  neceftary, 
that  we  fhould  be  prepared  gradually  for  any  great  change 
in  our  condition^  even  where  the  mind  is  improved  by 
a  high  degree  of  civilization.  Liberty,  raftily  and  in- 
judicioufly  given  to  the  Slaves  in  the  Weft  Indies,  might 
be  the  means  of  their  inftant  and  utter  deftrudlion.  This 
obfervation  may  be  confirmed  hiftoiicaily,  by  adverting  to 
the  ftate  of  St.  Domingo.  It  is,  however,  of  great  con- 
fequence,  that  we  fhould  look  attentively  to  that  period, 
when  the  difgrace  of  Slavery,  in  any  form,  fhall  no  longer 
be  fuftei'ed  within  the  territories  of  this_  free  country. 
While  we  are  advocates  for  the  liberties  of  Europo,  while 
\ye  raiie  the  ft  anclard  of  freedom  again  ft  the  common 
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enemy  of  order,  virtue  and  humanity,  it  behoves  us  pe¬ 
culiarly  to  preferve  that  freedom  unpolluted  within  the 
pale  of  the  Britifh  empire.  Feeling,  my  Lords,  ftrongly, 
all  the  duties  which  refult  from  fuch  a  fituation,  I  recom¬ 
mend  this  meafure  to  your  notice,  as  the  moft  fafe  and 
elFedliual  means  of  the  ultimate  emancipation  of  the  Slaves 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  By  this  expedient,  you  will  abun¬ 
dantly  ameliorate  their  condition,  fo  that  they  may  be 
fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  which  in  every 
region  of  the  earth  is  the  common  right  of  human  nature. 

During  twenty  years,  I  have  been  folicitous  that  the 
great  defign  contemplated  in  the  prefent  bill  fhould  be  ac- 
complifhed,  and  I  hope  and  believe,  that  at  laft  our 
exertions  in  fo  good  a  caufe  will  be  attended  with  fuccefs. 
If  it  fhould  be  fo,  I  fhall  look  upon  the  refult  of  thefe  en¬ 
deavours,  in  every  future  period  of  my  exiftence,  with 
pride  and  fatisfadion.  If  I  fhould  be  difappointed,  I  fhall, 
at  leaft,  have  the  confolation  of  having,  however  ineffec¬ 
tually,  employed  the  beft  means  in  my  power  to  attain  an 
objed  calculated  to  promote  the  beft  interefts  of  my 
country,  and  in  which  its  honour  and  happinefs  are 
equally  concerned. 

But  while  I  fpeak  of  my  own  humble  inftrumentality 
in  promoting  this  defirable  event,  I  cannot  avoid  adverting 
with  refped  and  admiration  to  the  unwearied  labours  of 
an  honourable  member  of  another  Houfe,  a  confiderable 
portion  of  whofe  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  intereft  of 
humanity,  and  to  the  glory  of  England  in  the  fame  pur- 
fuit.  Year  after  year  has  he  perfevered,  without  being 
impeded  by  difficulties,  without  being  difcouraged  by 
refiftance.  His  vigilance  and  ability  were  equal  to  meet 
the  one,  and  his  fortitude  and  fpirit  were  competent  to 
encounter  the  other.  Poffeffing  talents  fuited  to  any 
fituation,  he  has  chofen  his  place  among  the  injured  fons 
of  Africa,  and  with  the  energies  of  his  virtue,  and  the 
powers  of  his  eloquence,  he  has  at  laft  convinced  his 
countrymen  of  the  facred  rights  they  have  prophaned  in 
that  remote  continent,  too  long  the  theatre  of  rapine, 
dcfolation,  and  murder. 

I  am  afraid  I  hv<ve  very  imperfeftly  difeharged  the 


duty  I  had  undertaken  ;  it  has,  however  been  fulfilled  in 
the  beft  manner  I  am  able,  and  I  hope  your  Lordfliips,  by 
your  vote  of  this  night  for  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill, 
will  give  your  farther  faiiaion  to  a  meafure  which  is  re- 
pmmended  to  your  fupport  by  fo  many  cogent  motives.” 

[The  report  of  the  fequel  of  this  day’s  debate  is  fo  im- 
perfea,  in  confequence  of  the  interruption  given  to  the 
fliort-hand  writers,  that  it  will  not  be  poffible  to  do  much 
more  than  mention  the  names  of  the  different  fpeakers,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  followed  each  other.] 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  followed  Lord  Grenville,  and 
argued  againft  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  ITade,  on  the 
ground  of  the  injury  which  mufl  refult  from  the  meafure 
to  the  commerce  and  naval  power  of  this  country.  The 
Slave  trade  would  not  be  aboliflied.  It  would  only  pafs 
into  other  hands,  who  w^ould  carry  it  on  w^ith  a  greater 
wafte  of  human  life  than  was  incurred  by  us.  As  for  the 
Slaves  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  affirmed  that  they  were  the 
happieft  fet  of  people  in  the  world,  and  that  it  was  hu¬ 
manity  to  place  them  in  that  fituatioVi. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester,  in  a  fpeech  worthy  of  a  de- 
fcendant  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  combated  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  his  Royal  relation,  and  affirmed  the  trade  in  quef- 
tion  to  be  a  cruel  and  criminal  traffic  in  the  blood  of  our 
fellow  creatures,  and  therefore  afoul  ftain  on  the  national 
chara6ter,  and  an  offence  to  the  Almighty.  On  every 
ground  to  which  an  appeal  had  been  made  :  on  the  ground 
of  policy,  on  the  ground  of  humanity,  on  the  ground  of 
juftice ;  but  above  all,  on  the  ground  of  religion,  he 
would  vote  for  its  immediate  extin6f:ion. 

of  Westmorland  entered  into  a  long  defence 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  attempted  to  blunt  the  force  of 
fome  of  Lord  Grenville’s  arguments.  He  maintained  that 
the  Weft^  Indian  iflands  could  not  maintain  their  popula- 
tion  if  this  trade  were  abolifhed,  and  that  the  effe6l  of  a 
diminiffied  population  w^ould  be  a  diminifhed  cultivation. 
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a  falling  olFin  our  trade  and  revenue,  and  in  our  naval  re^ 
fourceSj  and  confequently  the  ruin  of  the  empire. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  refuted  the  reafoning  which  had 
been  employed  on  the  fubjeQ  of  population,  and  fhewed  . 
from  the  whole  courfe  of  paft  experience,  as  Vv^ell  as  from 
every  approved  axiom  in  political  oeconomy,  that  where  a 
people  are  not  fubjedled  to  extraordinary  feverities  and 
privations,  they  mull  increafe. 


Lord  Vifcount  Sidmouth  fcated  at  large  the  reafons 
which  induced  him  to  prefer  gradual  to  immediate  aboli¬ 
tion.  He  dwelt  principally  on  our  ignorance  of  Weft 
Indian  ftatiftics,  as  a  reaion  at  Icaft  for  delay,  until  w^e 
Ihould  have  fatisficd  ourfelves  that  the  population  of  the 
iilands  would  be  kept  up  without  frefh  importations.  He 
ufed  at  the  fame  time,  wdth  refpedl  to  the  trade  itfelf,  all 
thofe  ftrong  epithets  of  reprobation  which  he  had  been  ac- 
cuftomcd  to  employ  in  defcribing  it. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn,  in  a  very  luminous  fpeech,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fatisfy  the  noble  Viscount  who  had  preceded 
him,  that  his  fears,  with  refpe(ft  to  the  eftecls  of  this 
meafure  on  Weft  Indian  population,  w^ere  vain.  He 
proved  by  the  documents  on  the  table,  that  all  the  V/ eft, 
India  iflands  from  which  returns  had  been  procured,  had 
already  arrived  at  that  point  at  which  the  noble  Viicount 
had  laid  it  would  be  fafe  to  abolilh  the  Slave  irade.  He 
therefore  claimed  the  lupport  of  the  noble  Vifcount  on  his 
own  principles. — Lord  Ivofslyn’s  fpeech  was  throughout 
replete  with  folid  argument  and  convincing  ftatements. 

Earl  St.  Vincent  exprefled  his  decided  difapprohation 
of  the  propofed  mealure,  laid  he  Irad  been  in  the^V^eft 
Indies  himfclf,  and  was  fully  perfuaded  from  perfonal  ob- 
lervation,  that  the  planters  in  our  iilands  were  the  moft 
humane  fet  of  men,  and  the  Negroes  the  happieft  fet  pf 
beings,  in  the  univerfe. 


Lord  Hood  remarked,  that  he  alfo  had  been'  in  the 
Weft  Indies  ;  not  like  the  noble  Earl,  livmg  on  board  his 
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fliip,  and  only  paying  an  occafional  vifit  to  the  plantations.^ 
but  refiding  for  long  periods  of  time,  on  one  occafion,  for> 
two  years,  on  lliore.  He  had  feen  fuch  a  mafs  of  mifery 
in  thofe  iflands,  that  he  could, not  fatisfy  his  confcience 
not  to  come  and  give  all  the  fupport  of  which  he  was 
capable  to  this  grand  meafure  of  jufliice  and  benevolenceo? 
He  then  related  feveral  fadls  which  had  paffed  under  hk 
own  obfervation,  as  proving  the  wretched,  helplefs,  and 
degraded  date  of  the  Negro  Slaves.  The  Houfe  was  vih- 
bly  affecled  by  the  noble  Lordk  relation^. 

Lord  King  exprefled,  in  a  few  words,  his  abhorrence 
of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Lord  Eldon  oppofed  the  prefent  meafure,  on  the  ground 
chiefly  of  the  injudice  which  would  be  done  by  it  to  the 
Planters,  particularly  if  full  compenfation  were  not  given 
them  for  their  lodes. 

The  Bidiop  of  Durham  gave  the  bill  his  cordial  fup¬ 
port  ;  and  diewed  at  large  the  inconfidency  of  the  trade 
which  it  was  intended  to  abolifh  w'ith  every  principle  of 
the  Chridian  religion. 

Earl  Moira  made  a  maderly  and  dignified  appeal  to  the 
judice  and  feeling  of  the  Houfe.  Pie  feverely  animad¬ 
verted  on  thofe  who  had  endeavoured  to  defend  the  trade, 
by  placing  it  on  the  footing  of  a  providential  appointment, 
with  which  it  was  wrong  to  Interfere  *,  (Lord  Wedmore- 
land  had  ufed  fome  fuch  argument)  and  fhewed,  by  a 
reference  both  to  the  works  and  word  of  God,  how  futile 
fuch  pretences  were. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  went  over  a  great  part  of  tlie  ground 
which  he  had  taken  on  former  occafions,  in  vindicating  the 
continuance  of  this  trade,  though  admitted  to  be  a  great 
evil. 

Lord  Holland  replied  to  the  lad  fpeaker,  and  to 
others  who  had  fpoken  in  favour  of  the  Slave  d'rade  in  the 
courfe  of  the  debate,  Plis  fpeecli  throughout  was  highly 
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eloquent  and  impreffive.  But  when  towards  the  clofe 
of  it  he  ventured  to  allude  to  Mr.  Fox,  he  was  quite 
overcome,  and  there  was  ftarcely  an  individual  in  the 
houfe  who  did  not  feem  to  fympathize  with  him.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  fpeech  the  noble  Lord  paid  an  elegant  com¬ 
pliment  to  the  author  of  this  great  meafure,  who  had  im¬ 
mortalized  his  name  by  his  unwearied  efforts  in  the  caufe 
of  juft  ice  and  humanity,  and  whofe  memory  would  be 
blefled  by  millions  yet  unborn. 

The  queftion  was  now  loudly  called  for.  When  the 
Houfe  divided,  (which  was  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning)  the  numbers  were  as  follows  : 

Contents  -  -  -  72 

Proxies  -  -  -  28 

— —  100 

Not  Contents  -  -  28 

Proxies  -  -  -  8 

-  36 

Feb.  6. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill,  and 
filled  up  the  blanks, 

Feb.  9. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  received. 

Feb.  10. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time^  and  fent  to  the  Com¬ 
mons. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Tuesday,  Feb.  io,  1807. 


THE  Bill  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  was 
brought  up  from  the  Lords,  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  20th. 

Friday,  Feb.  20. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Bill  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  being  read,  it  was 
moved,  that  Counfel  flrould  be  heard  on  behalf  of  the 
Petitioners  againfl:  the  bill ;  and  the  motion  being  agreed 
to,  counfel  were  accordingly  called  in  and  heard,  viz. 
Mr»  Dallas^  in  behalf  of  the  Weft  Indian  Merchants  and 
Planters ;  Mr,  Alexander^  in  behalf  of  the  Merchants 
engaged  in  the  African  Slave  Trade  ;  Mr,  Clarke^  in  be- 
..  half  of  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool  ;  and  Mr.  Scarlett^ 
in  behalf  of  the  Merchants  and  Planters  concerned  in  the 
illand  of  Trinidad. 

The  hearing  of  counfel  having  been  protradfed  to  a  late 
hour,  it  was  agreed  to  read  the  bill  a  fecond  time,  and  to 
referve  the  debate  on'the  principle  of  the  meafure  to  the 
23d,  when  the  motion  fhould  be  made  for  going  into 
Committee. 


Monday,  February  23. 

Previous  to  the  order  of  the  day  being  moved,  for  going 
into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  aboliftiing  the  Slave 
Trade, 

^  Mr.  Manning  rofe,  and  explained,  at  fome  length,  his 
views  on  the  fubje6t  of  compenfation  to  the  Planters  for 
the  lofles  which  they  would  incur  by  the  propofed  meafure. 
Compenfation,  he  laid,  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  re¬ 
quired  to  any  great  extent ;  but  (fill,  he  conceived  it  was 
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indifpenfable  to  the  ends  of  juftice,  that  a  profpefl:  of  fair 
compenfation  fhould  be  held  out  to  the  Planters.  He  con¬ 
cluded  with  afking  Minifters,  if  they  were  ready  to  accede 
to  a  propofal  for  compenfation  ? 

LordHowicK  replied,  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  fig- 
nify  the  concurrence  of  his  Majefty,  on  the  fubjedf  of  the 
compenfations  which  had  been  fo  frequently  mentioned 
when  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  had  been  under  the 
confidei'ation  of  the  Houfe  j  nor  would  he,  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  the  fubjedl,  becaufe 
he  did  not  think  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bufmefs  the  fit 
one  for  examining  the  merits  of  this  queftion.  He  did 
not  think  it  right  that  Parliament  fliould,  in  this  ftate  of 
its  progrefs  in  the  bufinefs,  confider,  with  a  view  to  com¬ 
penfation,  the  eventual  lofTes  confequent  on  the  fteps  it 
might  or  might  not  take.  He  then  moved  the  order  of  the 
day,  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for 
the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  queflion  being  put,  that  this  bill  be  committed 
immediately, 

Lord  Howick  rofe.  In  the  courfe  of  my  parliamen¬ 
tary  experience,  I  have  feldom  found  myfelf  in  a  ftate  of 
greater  embarrafsment,  than  at  this  moment.  ^When 
I  take  under  my  review  the  great  extent  and  variety  of 
the  details  which  are  prefling  on  my  mind,  I  find  it  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  diftinguilh  between  thofe  which  have 
been  often  repeated,  and  others,  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe  has  been  lefs  frequently  invited  j  and  I  fhould 
lament  my  own  indiferetion,  if  I  were  very  long  to  trefpafs 
upon  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  on  a  fubjedl  in  which  no 
honourable  member  feels,  perhaps,  more  ftrongly  than 
I  do,  but  which  is  more  familiar  to  inany  of  thofe  whom 
I  have  the  honour  to  addrefs,  than  it  is  to  myfelf. 

“  Since  I  profefs  that  this  is  a  queftion  in  the  refult  of 
which  I  feel  more  interefted  than  any  in  which  I  have 
taken  a  part  from  the  commencement  of  my  duties  in  this 
place,  1  am  anxious  to  ftate  the  motives  and  the  grounds 
t>f  the  proceedings,  efpecially  in  tliis  new  Parliament,  in 

which  fome  of  the  members  cannot  be  very  converfant  in  the 
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inquiry;  ^nd  thefe  principles  will  be  fupplied  from  a  part 
of  the  fads  feleded  from  the  vaft  body  of  evidence,  upon 
which,  I  conceive,  the  conclufion  we  would  arrive  at 
ought  to  depend.  To  moll  of  the  honourable  members, 
the  whole  queftion  is  known  with  all  its  merits,  and  hr  ail 
its  details,  and  they  mull  be  perfedly  aware,  that  whatever 
branch  I  advert  to,  their  patience  muft  be  expofed  to  feme 
trial ;  yet,  I  muft  not  on  this  account,  negied  to  do 
juftice  to  the  caufe  in  which  I  am  foiicitous  to  acquit 
myfelf,  both  from  the  impulfe  of  private  feeling,  and  the 
obligation  of  public  duty. 

“  From  the  repeated  difcuffions  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
fome  of  the  material  fads  and  principles  have  been  clearly 
demonftrated,  fo  that  what  it  was  heretofore  neceflary  to 
argue,  is  in  many  refpeds,  at  this  time,  no  longer  a  pro-^ 
per  fubjed  of  doubt  or  difputation.  I  am,  not.  Sir, 
aware,  that  it  is  the  difpofition  of  many  to  difpute  the 
leading  propofition  on  which  this  bill  is  founded.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  now,  almoil  univerfally  acknowledged,  and  even 
by  thofe  who  are  merchants  or  planters,  that  the  principle 
of  the  trade,  as  far  as  it  concerns  Africa,  is  rnoft  unjuibo 
Afluming  then  this  conceffion,  I  am  relieved  from  that 
part  of  the  argument  which  was  employed  to  fhew,  that 
this  trade  does  entail  upon  the  Continent  of  Africa  the 
mod  frightful  of  human  calamities;  where  a  condition  of 
remote  exile  and  fervitude  is  procured  by  war,  by  falfe 
acculations,  by  kidnapping,  robbery,  and  pillage ;  all 
which,  in  whatever  light  we  may  conlider  it,  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Africa  is  a  perpetual  incentive  to  violence  and 
murder,  an  impalTabie  bar  to  the  progrefs  of  civiliiuition, 
and  the  means  of  happinefs  throughout  thofe  vaft  and  va^ 
rious  regions.  This  concluhon  is  no  longer  difputed, 

Nor  is  this  the  only  part  of  the  queftion,  in  which 
I  am  releafed  from  farther  elucidation  by  the  ample  dif- 
cufTion  which  it  has  already  undergone.  I  here  is  aii-f 
other  portion  of  it,  in  which  I  have  not  heard  any  attempt 
at  juftification  ;  I  mean,  as  to  the  fufterings  incident  to 
the  conveyance  of  the  Slaves  to  the  Weft  Indies.  Conli- 
dent  as  the  learned  council  have  been  in  many  particulars, 
they  have  ventured  to  tell  us  nothing  of  the  luxuries  of 
the  middle  pafkige.  The  endeavour  has  not  now  bee'a 
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made  to  perfuade  us,  that  thefe  poor  creatures,  rudely 
torn  from  the  warm  bofom  of  their  country,  were  in¬ 
dulging  in  the  fong  and  the  dance,  as  ufed  formerly  to  be 
reprefented.  After  an  examination  of  thefe  matters 
during  the  long  period  of  twenty  years,  fuch  vague  affer- 
tions  have  been  contradicted  ;  fuch  illufive  notions  been 
exploded;  and  at  this  advanced  period  I  may  be  admitted 
to  cherilh  the  expectation,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
Houfe  who  is  prepared  to  ftate  that  the  trade  to  Africa 
is  juft,  or  that  the  treatment  of  the  Slaves  in  the  middle 
paftage  is  not  injurious  and  cruel. 

Let  me  not,  however,  gratify  my  wifties  by  falfe 
views  of  the  public  fentiment  in  this  houfe.  There  have, 
I  believe,  been  one  or  two  individuals  who,  notwithftanding 
the  protracted  inquiries  into  the  merits  of  this  queftion, 
yet  remain  infenlible  under  the  powerful  reafoning  which 
has  been  direCted  to  enlighten  their  underftandings  ;  and 
it  has  bqen  ftated  by  one  honourable  member,  not  furely 
without  Tome  appearance  of  extravagance,  that  the  Slave 
Trade  is  of  fo  excellent  a  nature,  that  if  it  did  not  exift, 
he  would  himfelf  propofe  its  eftablilhment.  I  leave  fucli 
a  declaration  to  the  feelings  of  the  houfe  -  and  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  being  fatisfied,  that  it  requires  no  oppofition  in  the 
ferious  form  of  argument. 

I  believe  that  elfewhere  it  has  been  afterted,  that  this 
trade  is  fanClioned  by  divine  authority,  and  that  the  holy 
fcriptures  fupply  the  vindication  of  it.  To  this  I  fhall 
anfwer  in  a  fingle  fentence  by  obferving,  that  it  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fundamental  doClrine  of  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion;  to  that  benevolent  command  which  comprehends, 
in  a  few  words,  all  the  great  duties  of  human  nature,  en¬ 
joining  us  to  do  unto  otiiers  as  we  would  that  they 
fhould  do  unto  us. 

“  After  thefe  rcfleClions,  Sir,  I  may  difmifs  the  argument 
applicable  to  that  divihon  of  the  fubjedh,  although  it  con- 
ftitutes,  indeed,  the  very  ePfence  of  the  queftion  ;  and  I 
ftiall,  therefore,  afTume,  that  with  refpeCf  to  Africa  this  is 


a  trade  which  cannot  be  reconciled  with  the  acknowledged 
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principles  of  juftice  and  humanity. 

The  queftion  tlien  is  reduced,  almoft  exclufively,  to 
fhe  narrovv  point  of  national  policy  ;  I  fay  almoft,  becaufe 
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jiiflice,  as  a  relative  virtue,  involves  itfelf  in  the  queflion 
of  policy,  for  we  are  not  tq.  contemplate  juftice  merely  as 
it  is  to  be  diftributed  to  the  African,  but  as  it  is  conneded 
with  our  own  merchants  and  with  our  colonial  eflablifh- 
nients.  The  queftion  being  capable  of  thefe  refhridions, 
I  fhall  avail  myfelf  of  the  convenience  of  taking  a  more 
contradfed  view  of  the  fubjecl  than  has  been  ufual  on 
fome  former  occalions  but  before  Ido  fo,  I  muH:  enter 
my  proteft  againd:  fome  principles  of  relative  juftice  which 
have  been  very  conhdeiitly  ftated. 

I  admit  that  the  queftion  fhould  be  examined  in  all  its 
feveral  views,  and  in  all  its  different  hearings  :  and  when 
I  am  called  upon  to  do  juftice  to  our  traders  here,  and  to 
our  colonifts  abroad,  I  mu  ft  admit  that  tliey  have,  with  all 
the  reft  of  the  v^mrld,  and  in  common  with  all  our  fellow 
fubjeefs,  a  decided  claim  of  juftice  at  our  hands.  But  what 
they  have  denominated  juftice  is  not  confiftent  with  the 
legitimiate  charadfer  of  that  virtue  :  for  they  call  upon  us 
to  violate  the  rights  of  others,  and  to  tranfgrefs  our  own 
moral  duties.  What  they  cliftinguifli  as  juftice,  involves  the 
greateft  injury  to  others.  It  is  not,  in  fadf,  juftice  which 
they  demand^ — but  favour — and  favour  to  themfelves  at 
the  expence  of  the  moft  grievous  injuftice  to  others. 

^‘If  it  can  befhewn,  as  1  think  has  already  been  rendered 
moft  palpable,  'that  this  trade  has  been  productive  of  the 


greateft  evils  to  a  whole  continent  ;  that  it  occafions  rob¬ 
bery,  violence,  and  murder  *,  I  fay  that  no  pretences  of 
commercial  profit  or  advantage  could  induce,  or  ought  to 
induce,  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain  to  continue  fuch  a 
traffic.  I  cannot  believe  that  it  is  poffible  fuch  a  contra- 
.  didlion  ftiould  exift  between  the  means  and  the  end  pre- 
fcribedby  beneficent  Providence,  that  individuals  ffiould  be 
vindicated  in  purfuing  an  ultimate  good  by  the  commif- 
fion  of  enormous  crimes. 

‘‘If  I  were  prepared  to  admit  that  in  the  firft  inftance  the 
abolition  of  this  trade,  which  I  truft  at  length  is  about  to  be 
accomplifned,  would  be  attended  with  fome  temporary  in¬ 
convenience  to  the  commerce  of  the  realm,  yet,  feeling,  as  I 
do,  that  the  trade  is  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  juftice 
»iid  humanity,  I  fnould  contend  for  its  annihilation  as  for 
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©ne  of  the  moft  facred  of  duties  \yhich  could  be  Impofed 
upon  the  parliament  of  this  country. 

“  As^  however,  the  queftion  of  policy  has  been  ftarted, 
I  wifh  at  prefent  particularly  to  attend  to  it  in  that  light, 
though  certainly  not  with  the  view  to  determine  by  the  de¬ 
grees  of  policy,  whether  we  fhould  proceed  to  abolition. 
But  it  may  tranquilize  the  fpirits,  and  conciliate  the  minds 
of  fome  perfons,  if  I  fhould  be  fuccefsful  in  proving,  that  it 
is  not  in  a  high  degree  profitable  ;  that  it  is  not  necefTary 
to  the  commercial  profperity  to  the  revenues,  or  the  mari¬ 
time  power  of  the  country,  that,  on  the  contrary,  all  thefe 
may  be  increafed  by  the  folemn  a6l  of  juftice  I  have  pro- 
pofed.  Then,  I  truft,  every  motive  operating  againft  the 
lupprefTion  of  it  will  be  removed. 

f  “  The  parties  who  have  oppofed  this  bill  appear  before 

the  houfe,  either  in  the  charadfer  of  merchants,  diip-own- 
ers,  or  planters.  I  fliall  confider  each  of  thefe  diftindfions 
in  fome  detail,  with  a  defign  to  fliew,  that  none  of  thefe 
interefled  parties  can  have  a  fit  ground  of  complaint. 

Firft,  with  regard  to  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  the 
trade  from  this  country,  and  who  have  been  reprefented  at 
the  bar  by  the  learned  counfel ;  I  am  not  at  all  difcour- 
aged  by  the  ftatements  that  have  been  fo  ably  made  to  you 
through  that  channel ;  and  in  order  to  eftablifh  correct 
notions  of  them,  I  fliall  enquire  into  the  real  value  of  this 
trade,  and  the  extent  in  which  it  is  likely  to  be  affedted 
by  your  determination. 

It  was  declared  by  one  of  the  Gentlemen  to  whom  I 
have  juft  referred,  who  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Liverpool,  that  the  prodigious  increafe  and  great 
opulence  of  that  tovvui,  were  almoft  entirely  to  be  attributed 
to  the  exillence  of  the  Slave  Trade.  I  fhould  be  exceed** 
-  ferry  if  it  could  be  corredfly  Hated,  that  the  com¬ 

merce  of  that  valuable  port  depended  upon  the  African 
Trade;  meaning,  at  this  moment,  that  part  of  the  trade  to 
Africa  which  confiHs  in  the  tcanfport  of  Slaves. 

“  It  will  be  my  biifinefs,  by  a  reference  to  the  accounts 
before  tlie  houfe,  to  explain  how  incorredfly  the  cajcula^ 
tions  are  made  which  can  lead  to  any  fuch  conclufion. 
By  the  accounts  it  appears,  that  this  branch  of  commerce 
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amounted  only  to  one  fifty-third  part  of  our  whole  trade. 
Yet  this  is  not  a  fair  reprefention  for  my  argument,  be- 
caufe  the  tonnage  in  the  export  trade  from  Ireland,  and  in 
the  coafting  trade,  is  not  included.  Another  fource  of 
miltake,  is,  that  not  only  the  fhips  engaged  in  the  Slave 
Trade,  but  thofe  in  the  diredf  African  Trade,  and  which 
have  no  connection  with  the  Slave  Trade  are  compre¬ 
hended.  Thus,  every  advantage  is  given  to  thofe  who, 
on  the  principle  of  the  importance  of  this  trade,  oppofe 
the  abolition. 

“  But  to  follow  the  queftion  through  the  particular  ac¬ 
counts.  In  the  year  1803,  about  thirty  thoufand  tons  of 
(hipping  cleared  out  for  the  coafh  of  Africa,  which  em¬ 
ployed  about  39CO  feamen.  Of  thefe,  taking  the  round 
numbers,  about  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  tons  returned 
with  produce,  without  engaging  in  the  farther  voyage  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  for  the  purpofe  of  the  Slave  Trade  *,  and 
therefore,  only  about  22,400  tons  and  3300  feamen,  w^ere 
adfually  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  Slaves. 

The  total  tonnage  employed  in  the  export  trade  of 
th  is  ifland  in  the  fame  year  was  1,435,850,  and  the  number 
of  feamen  employed  in  the  navigation  of  the  fiiipping  com- 
pofing  this  tonnage,  w'as  92,940.  Thus  taking  the  round 
numbers,  and  not  attending  to  the  minute  proportions,  it 
appears  that  only  one  fixty-fourth  part  of  the  whole  Britifh 
tonnage,  and  fomething  lefs  than  one  twenty-eighth  part 
of  the  native  feamen  employed  in  the  export  trade  of  this 
ifland  alone  were  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

About  54,000  tons  and  28,700  feamen  belonging  to 
foreign  countries,  were  employed  in  our  export  trade  this 
year.  But  only  Britifli  tonnage  and  feamen  are  reckoned 
above. — The  Irifh  export  trade  is  likewife  wdioily  de- 
dudled. 

“  In  the  year  1804,  fomething  more  than  thirty-eight 
thoufand  tons  of  (hipping  cleared  out  for  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  with  a  proportionable  number  of  feamen,  and  by 
comparing  it  in  the  fame  way  with  the  total  tonnage,  and 
wdth  the  total  of  the  number  of  feamen,  deducting  thofe 
(hips  and  men  deftined  to  the  fame  coaft,  and  not  engaged 
in  the  Slave  Trade,  it  appeared,  that  one  forty-eighth  of 
the  tonnage,  and  one  tv/entieth  of  the  feamen  were  occu¬ 
pied  in  this  commerce.  Following  the  fame  mode  of 
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eftimate  for  the  year  1805,  the  Britifii  tonnage  employed 
in  the  export  trade  from  Great  Britain  (not  including  the 
export  trade  from  Ireland)  was  1,495,  9-^5  num¬ 

ber  of  feamen  condudling  this  quantity  of  flipping  was 
94^388.  Comparing  this  with  the  tonnage  cleared  out 
for  Africa,  and  making  the  allowance,  as  before,  for  that 
part  of  it  in  the  dired  trade  not  connedfed  with  the  Slave 
Trade,  the  relative  ffate  was  one  FiftyTecond  of  the  ton¬ 
nage,  and  one  twenty-third  of  the  total  number  of  feamen, 
employed  in  the  Britifli  export  trade,  excluding,  as  I  faid 
before,  the  Irifir  trade,  and  alfo  the  coaifing  trade. 

Idle  relult,  then,  upon  the  average  of  three  years,  is 
that  only  one  fifty-fourth  of  the  total  Britifh  tonnage,  and 
one  twenty-third  of  the  total  of  the  feamen,  employed  in 
the  export  trade  of  Britain,  alone  are  engaged  in  the  Afri¬ 
can  Slave  Trade. 

I  wiili  Gentlemen  attending  to  thefe  calculations 
would  confider,  whether  if  this  amount  of  fliipping  and 
feamen  were  to  be  utterly  annihilated  by  the  bill,  it  could 
be  conceived  fucli  a  ferious  lofs  as  this  country  would  be 
unable  to  bear;  fuch  a  lofs  as  to  furiiifii  an  adequate  rea- 
fon  for  refiling  the  meafure.  But  Gentlemen  cannot  be 
ignorant  of  the  abundant  facilities  which  the  ingenuity  of 
the  commercial  fpirit  could  put  in  requifion  to  fulf  I  its 
purpofes.  We  fee,  everyday,  in  what  a  variety  of  ways 
the  furplus  capital  always  finds  a  vent  in  fome  new  en¬ 
gagements,  fo  that  it  could  not  reafonably  be  imagined, 
that  one  fifty-fourth  of  the  commercial  marine,  and  one 
twenty-third  of  th.e  hands  fupported  by  it,  would  not  find 
employment  in  fome  way  beneficial  to  tliofe  concerned  at 
prefent  in  tlic  Slave  Trade. 

“  But  I  will  take  another  view  of  the  fubjisfil.  The 
.whole  annual  value  of  the  export  trade  to  Africa,  on  an  aver¬ 
age  of  ten  years  ending  in  i  8co,was  030, 194,  from  which  is 
to  be  dedudled  the  produce  returned  by  the  fiiipping  enga¬ 
ged  onthe  coafl;,and  nothaving  the  fame  remote  delliiiation, 
but  returning  to  this  country  v/ith  goodsi  This  amounts 
on  the  fame  average  to  c=6\S3,725,  and  leaves  for  the  capital 
engaged  in  tlic  Slave  Trade  ^846,409.  Now  comparing 
this  with  the  total  of  the  exports  at  the  fame  period,  I  do 
not  think  that  this  does  prefent  to  the  lioufe  fo  formidable 
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an  rippearance  as  to  prevent  the  final  decifion  of  this  great 
^queflion  of  national  juftice.  The  pioportion,  the  firft 
amount,  fo  reduced  by  tlie  fecond,  bears  to  the  average 
capital  of  the  export  trade,  does  not  exceed  one  thirty-fourth 
taken  on  a  retrofpedlive  eftimate  of  ten  years,  termina¬ 
ting  with  1800,  and  making  an  ample  allowance  for  the 
tlifierence  between  real  and  oiiicial  value  as  it  may  afiedt 
the  exports  to  Africa. 

It  will  be  heard  with  pleafure,  that  the  comparifon, 
according  to  the  prefent  amount  of  tlie  trade  fliews  that 
the  lofs  of  it  will  be  ftili  lefs  important  to  this  coun.try.„ 
Notwithstanding  the  tardinefs  to  aboliOi  k,  v/hich  has 
been  fhewn  to  the  difgrace  of  the  country,  fomethihg  has 
been  done  ;  fome  meafurcs  have  already  been  fuccefsfully 
adopted,  to  prevent  the  extenfion  of  that  commerce.,  Since 
the  year  i  Boo,  where  my  calculations  end,  what  is  calledl 
the  foreign  Slave  "I'rade  has  been  actually  aboliflied,  and 
the  importation  into  the  conquered  colonies  has  been  ex- 
prefsly  prohibited,  fo  that  the  remnant  of  the  trade  only, 
at  this  moment  exiils — that  part  which  is  confined  to  the 
fupply  of  the  old  Britiih  llland. 

It  appears,  by  the  accounts  which  have  been  laid 
upon  your  table,  and  likewife  from  a  book  which  may 
be  deemed  of  very  confiderable  aurhority  when  cited  on 
this  fide  of  the  queftion,  (I  mean  Sir  William  Young’s 
Common  Place  Book)  that  the  average  number  of  Negroes 
exported  by  us  was  35, coo  :  and  that  of  this  number 
20,000  were  fent'to  the  foreign  and  conquered  colonies, 
fo  that  for  the  ufe  of  our  own  old  iflands  only  15,000  were 
required.  The  proportion,  tlien,  referable  to  the  former, 
was  four-fevenths  of  the  total  number  \  the  quantity  be¬ 
longing  to  the  latter  is  three-fevenths,  and  therefore,  when 
we  talk  of  the  abolition  of  the  trade  on  this  occafion,  we 
mull  always  remember,  that  four-fevenths  have  already 
been  cut  off,  and  that  the  meafure  vdixh  I  noiy  propofe 
can  extend  cnly  to  the  three-fc-venths  which  remain  eii- 
ga?ged  in  the  trade  of  the  original  colonies.  Apply  this  to 
the  calculations  which  I  have  already  laid  before  you,  and 
you  will  find  that  at  this  time,  the  amount  of  the  capital 
employed  in  the  Slave  Trade,  cornpared  with  the  grand 
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total  of  the  commercial  capital  of  the  nation,  is  not  one 
thirty-fourth,  but  only  one -eightieth  of  that  total. 

“  Indeed,  I  think,  on  other  grounds  it  may  be  found  to 
be  fliil  lefs.  The  quellion  with  thefe  explanations,  is  re¬ 
duced  to  the  computation  on  the  value  and  profit  refulting 
from  the  tranfport  of  15,000  Slaves,  this  being  the  whole 
number  which  is  retained  in  our  original  colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  to  which  alone  the  bill  applies. 

‘‘  Now  let  us,  for  a  moment,  examine  the  value  of 
thefe  15,000  Slaves.  The  goods  which  would  be  export¬ 
ed  to  purchafe  this  number,  I  apprehend,  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  ^'250,000,  but  allow  it  to  be  double 
that  fum,  or  ^'500,000,  and  you  will  ftateitmuch  beyond 
the  utmoft'  to  wliich  the  perfon  moft  anxious  to  enhance 
their  value  would  compute  them,  to  which  the  Slave  traders 
themfelves  have  ever  ilrained  them.  The  exports  of  the 
year  1805,  amounted  to  ^^5  5,000,000  which  Ihews,  that 
on  the  moft  fanguine  f  atement  which  can  be  made  by  the 
ndvoc:ites  of  this  deteftable  commerce,  it  does  not  engage 
more  thap  the  one  hundred  and  tenth  part  of  the  v/hole 
capital  employed  in  our  exports  *,  and  that  is  in  fadl  as 
contemptible  in  its  amount,  compared  with  the  lawful 
refources  of  our  wealth,  as  it  is  iniquitous  in  its  nature. 
This  view  will  relieve  us  from  fqme  anxiety  regarding 
the  extent  of  the  mifcliief,  even  allowing  the  confe- 
quences  to  be  as  ruinous  to  one  particular  branch  of  our 
trade  as  they  have  been  reprefeiited.  But  I  muft 
again  repeat,  that  w'c  are  not  to  look  to  a  total  lofs, 
bec?\ufe  one  channel  mav  be  for  wife  reafons,  inter- 
cepted  \  for,  I  cannot  allow  myfelf  to  doubt,  when 
1  attend  to  the  multiplied  refources,  to  the  adlive 
talents  of  mcrcar.tile  adventiners,  and  to  the  aftonlftnng 
expanHon  oi  trade  during  ail  rhe  diiliculties  of  war,  that 
if  the  capital  c.n ployed  in  Africa  were  to  be  withheld  from 
fuch  an  application' to-morrow,  ftiil,  it  might  be  other- 
v/ife  engaged  to  great  advantage,  and  fo  as  to  preferve 
?]ie  honour  pf  the  Britifh  people  in  the  face  of  Europe, 
and  of  the  world. 

ftnit  there  arc  facls  introduced  into  this  fubjedl,  which 
it  is  true,  multiply  tl'ie  matters  connedfed  with  its  confider- 
ation  ;  and  although  operative  on  the  minds  of  individuals 
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ammedlately  interefled,  yet  cannot  be  viewed  in  a  light 
of  great  national  importance,  rhe  learned  counfel  who 
appeared  on  behalf  of  the  town  of  Liverpool  the  other 
night,  drew  our  attention  to  the  place  he  reprefented,  and 
to  the  dock -duties  there  coiiecfed  *,  and  he  hated, 
that  if  the  trade  hiould  be  abolilhcd,  the  wdiole  revenue 
of  the  dock  duties  might  be  loh.  And  what  was  the 
amount  of  them  ?  I  believe  it  was  not  more  than 
<^5000.  OiLan  affair  of  fuch  magnitude,  you  will  not 
expedf  that  I  fliould  detain  you  long  with  obviating  the 
diiliculties  refulting  from  the  facrlhce  of  fuch  a  trifling 
amount.  But  to  refort  to  an  ehimate  which  now  lies  be-* 
fore  me.  In  the  year  1772,  the  total  number  of  fliips 
engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  was  175*  Seven  years 
poflerior  to  that  date,  viz.  in  the  year  1779,  they  were 
reduced,  in  confequence  of  the  w^ar  with  America  and 
France,  to  only  28  ;  amounting  almofl,  in  this  fliort  in¬ 
terval,  to  an  efl’ecfual  abolition  of  the  trade.  li  what  is 
reprefented  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  deftrudf  ion 
of  this  commerce  were  at  all  correct,  we  fliould  expend 
to  And,  that  in  1779  our  great  commercial  fuperiority 
was  about  to  be  extinguilhed  that  our  rich  colonics  were' 
about  to  be  furrendered,  that  our  maritime  ftreiigth  was 
about  to  be  deftroyed,  and  that  the  independence  if  not 
the  exiftence  of  the  country  was  to  be  flicriiiced:  yet  we  do 
find,  that  the  profperity  of  the  country  was  not  materially 
aflecfed  by  this  moft  alarming  event.  I  (hall  be  able  to 
fhewfrom  the  documents  before  me,  however  reliuSlant  the 
inhabitants  of  Liverpool  may  be  at  this  moment  to  confefs 
it,  that  they  had  their  full  fliarc  in  this  rcdudlion  of  the 
trade,  and  that  neverthelefs  the  town  did  not  fuffer  much 
from  the  decreafe  :  thefe  very  dock  duties,  to  which  the 
counfel  referred,  not  only  did  not  fail,  but  were  actually 
augmented. 

“  Sir,  in  the  year  1772  I  faid  that  the  total  number  of 
fhips  in  the  Slave  Trade  were  175:  only  100  of  thefe 
belonged  to  the  town  of  Liverpool,  and  it  may  excite 
fome  lurprife,  that  at  the  fubfequent  date  to  which  I  have 
referred,  viz.  1779^  the  number  belonging  to  that  place, 
was  not  more  than  i  r .  Thus,  if  Liverpool  were  to  be 
ruined  by  the  reflgnation  of  the  Sk»ve  Trade,  its  ruin  was 
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now  nearly  complete  :  if  the  dock  duties  were  to  be  lofl:  bj 
it,  tliey  mud;  be  reduced  to  nothing.  In  the  year  1772, 
when  Idverpool  had  100  vefiels  in  the  trade,  the  dock 
duties  amounted  to  ^4552  :  in  1779  when  only  ii  fhips 
of  the  town  were  fo  engaged;,  the  dock  duties  amounted 
to  .^4957  :  being  only  fliort  of  their  prefent  pro-' 

duce,  which  has  been  magnified  into  a  matter  of  fo  much 
importance,  and^  ^5^400  greater  than  their  produce  when 
the  Slave  Trade  was  tenfold. 

Thefc  plain  fadls,  '  depending  on  calculations  the 
truth  of  which  is  afcertained,  will  releafe  the  Houfe  from 
feme  uneafinefs  wTich  might  be  occafioned  by  incorredt 
and  exaggerated  eftimates.  If  they  had  afforded  any 
juft  reprefentation  of  things,  it  would  be  a  little  fingular 
that  we  fhould  hear  nothing  from  the  city  of  'Briftol,, 
which  would  be  materially  concerned  in  the  fame  caufe  ; 
as  it  would  be  moft  anxious  tO’  repair  the  lofs  it  had  fuf- 
tained,  and  to  divert  its  capita!  to  this  lucrative  channeL 
The  inhabitants  of  Liverpool  may  derive  fome  confola- 
tion,  however,  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  Briftol  *,  the 
Slave  Trade  is  abandoned  there,  and  yet  Its  general  com¬ 
merce  has  fuftained  no  injury.  The  ftate  of  London  may 
alfo  afford  them  feme  comfort.  This  city  formerly 
poffeffed  a  con fider able  ftiare  in  the  trade,  which  was  re- 
linquifhed  for  fevcral  years  previous  to  the  conqueft  of  the 
Dutch  colonies  j  and  yet,  under  this  change,  the  greatnefs 
and  profperlty  of  the  metropolis  were  not  in  the  leaft: 
degree  affedled. 

“  I  hope  then,  that  I  am  juftified  In  faying,  that  with 
regard  to  the  capital  employed,  it  is  not  fuch  as  to  create 
ferious  alarm.  But  in  point  of  fadl,  whoever  examines 
tlie  fources  of  commercial  gain,  whoever  attends  to  the 
principles  of  commercial  greatnefs  with  diligence  and  im¬ 
partiality,  will  difeover,  that  all  thefe  fears  have  no  foun¬ 
dation,  and  it  will  powerfully  urge  him  to  the  conclufion 
I  would  draw,  when  he  fees  the  new  markets  that  are 
opening,  and  the  produdllve  ingenuity  that  is* applied,  in 
multiplying  the  means  of  trading  emolument. 

“  Upon  tills  part  of  the  fubjetf ,  there  is  another  point 
which  has  not  been  much  confulered  by  thofe  who  main- 
rain  the  oppofite  argument,  at  leaft  not  by  thofe  who  hare 
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pleaded  at  your  bar.  It  has  been  fald,  that  this  is  a  trade 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  Bridfli  Navy. 

Recollecfbing  the  fituation  from  which  I  have  recent¬ 
ly  withdrawn,  and  retaining  all  the  jealoufy  which  it  na¬ 
turally  infpired  for  the  maritime  ftrength  of  the  country, 
I  certainly  do  feel  the  greateft  anxiety  to  augment,  by 
every  expedient  in  my  power,  thofe  fources  from  which 
the  fupply  of  the  Britifli  navy  is  to  be  derived  ;  and  I  will 
acknowledge  further,  that  I  entertain  the  highefl:  refpe6l 
for  the  authority  of  thofe  perfons,  by  whom  this  aflertion 
has  been  made.  But  if  I  have  fatisfied  you,  that  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  commercial  exports  of  this  country,  the  aboli¬ 
tion  is  not  likely  to  produce  an  efFecfb  injurious  to  it,  I 
feel  doubly  confident,  in  entering  on  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jecff,  of  convincing  you,  that  the  deftrudion  of  this  trade 
will  be  beneficial  to  the  navy;  for  I  am  not  only  perfuad- 
ed  that  it  is  of  no  advantage  to  our  maritime  power,  but 
that  it  is  injurious  to  it. 

“  The  document  to  v/hich  I  fhall  have  recourfe  at  pre- 
fent,  is  nearly  20  years  old.  There  has  been  none  appli¬ 
cable  to  this  immediate  fubjecT  fince  the  year  1789,  w'hen 
the  infpe(Tion  of  the  mufter  rolls  was  afforded  to  the 
Houfe.  The  trouble  and  expenfe  of  producing  them,  has 
prevented  any  fubfequent  examination  of  the  fame  kind. 
I  do  not  apprehend,  however,  that  any  thing  has  happen¬ 
ed  materially  to  alter  the  refults,  becaufe  if  any  thing  of 
this  tendency  had  occurred,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  we 
fhould  have  heard  of  it  from  thofe  who  have  been  anxious 
to  fupport  this  trade. 

General  Gascoigne. — What  date  did  you  men¬ 
tion 

Lord  Howick. — The  year  1789.  So  likewilc, 
if  the  regulations  in  refpe6l  to  the  middle  pafiage  had  oc- 
cafioned  any  confiderable  diminution  in  the  mortality, 
which  I  do  not  think  they  have  done,  I  am  perfuaded, 
we  (hould  not  have  found  it  neceffary  to  feek  for  this  im¬ 
provement  now,  fince  there  are  thofe  who  have  a  fuffi- 
cient  {hare  of  zeal  and  avidity  to  prove  to  us  this  amelio¬ 
ration. 

“  Let  us  for  a  moment  enquire  into  the  difficulties  and 
perils  with  which  thofe  feamen  have  to  contend,  who  en- 
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in  this  fpecies  of  navig^ition.  Among  thefo^  WG  ms-y 
icckon  their  long  expofure  on  tlie  inhofpitable  coafts  of 
Africa  the  loITes  fullained  in  the  expeditions  they 
engage  in  to  procure  Slaves  ;  fleeping  upon  deck  unpro- 
teclcd  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  air ;  the  feverity  of 
the  duty  in  watching  the  unfortunate  viefims.  In  none  of 
thefe  relpc£f;s  could  the  regulations  referred  to  alter  or 
diminifli  their  perils  ;  and  I  am  afraid,  the  aufterity  and 
cruelty  experienced  from  the  Slave  captains,  has  received 
no  releption.  I  will  not  detain  you  with  adverting  to 
the  fetid  atmofphere  generated  by  the  confinement  of 
many  perfons  in  fuch  a  fmall  fpace,  but  which  is  another 
caule  of  the  diminution  of  the  Britifii  feamen  in  that 
fervice. 

From  thefe  detrimental  circumftances,  (as  appears  by 
the  mufter  rolls  of  feamen  in  theLiverpool  and  Brillol  (hips 
this  trade),  we  find  the  mortality  to  be  alarm¬ 
ing  indeed.  Even  when  compared  with  thofe  of  the 
"W^eft  India  trade  URconne61;ed  with  Africa,  the  difference 
is  as  eight  to  one  j  and  will  any  body  tell  me,  that  a  trade 
producing  fuch  an  expenditure  in  the  lives  of  Britifii  fea¬ 
men,  can  be  co’^dueive  to  the  fupply  of  our  navy  ? 

“  But  It  is  not  only  the  lofs  by  death  ;  a  very  con- 
fiderable  redudfion  arifes  from  the  dilability  incident  to 
that  line  of  duty.  Is  It  not  notorious  with  every  officer 
employed  on  tlic  Weil  India  flation,  that  when  endea¬ 
vouring  to  augment  the  crews  of  his  Majeily’s  navy,  they 
often  cannot  find,  from  this  difability,  a  lingle  man  in  a 
Have  fiiip,  fit  for  tlie  King’s  fervice  ?  I  ask  again  with 
confidence,  is  this  the  fource  by  which  the  naval  arma¬ 
ment  of  the  country  is  to  be  fupplied  ? 

Again,  Sir,  we  are  told,  that  the  king’s  fliips  in  the 
Wefl  Indies,  could  not  be  manned,  If  it  were  not  Tor  the 
aifiilancc  of  tlic  edave  fiiips  *,  not  on  account  of  the  cor¬ 
poreal  Itrength  of  the  crews,  or  of  their  knowledge  of 
the  duties  of  their  occupation,  but  becaufe  the  hands 
employed  in  the  Have  flnps  are  always  eager  to  exchange 
their  birth  fora  fituation  on  board  a  man  of  war.  A  pretty 
good  proof  of  wliat  that  trade  is  !  (A  general  cry  of  hear  ! 

‘  hear  !  hear  !  throughout  the  Houic.)  In  all  other  trades 
in  which  iliipplng  is  engaged,  the  difpofitloa  of  the  ma¬ 
riners 
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riners  19  to  defert  from  the  King’s  fervice  to  the  mer-* 
chants  ;  on  the  contrary,  in  the  African  trade,  the  moment 
they  have  an  opportunity,  they  are  anxious  to  enter  on 
board  the  Royal  navy,  and  to  abandon  their  own  employ¬ 
ment,  where  they  have,  in  many  refpecfs,  advantages, 
and  always  fuperior  wages,  bir,  what  can  be  the  ra¬ 
tional  policy  of  continuing  a  trade  where  the  number  of 
feamen  is  diminilhed  fo  greatly  by  difability  or  death,  and 
where  the  poor  wretches,  in  order  to  refcue  themfelves  as 
foon  as  polRble  from  fuch  confequences,  have  recourfe 
to  this  expedient  ? 

From  this  general  view  we  find  that  in  the  annihila¬ 
tion  of  the  Slave  Trade,  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend  for 
the  commercial  capital  of  our  fellow  fubjedls  ;  nothing 
for  our  commercial,  or  for  our  national  marine  •,  and  as  far 
as  the  latter  is  concerned,  the  meafure  now  propofed,  is 
rather  beneficial  than  injurious. 

‘‘  We  are  next  to  confider  the  immediate  effedf  upon 
the  colonies  in  the  Weil  Indies.  On  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jedl,  we  are  told,  that  a  confiderable  lots  would  arife  in 
thofe  illands,  and  that  it  would  be  impolfible  to  continue 
our  trade  with  them,  without  this  auxiliary  of  the  flave 
importations  ;  in  other  words,  that  the  necefiary  ftock  for 
the  culture  of  thofe  territories  could  not  be  maintained, 
on  account  of  the  continual  decreafe  of  the  black  popu¬ 
lation. 

“  Before  I  go  into  any  general  flatement,  I  fliould  wifh 
to  examine  a  little  in  detail,  how  the  aflertion  ftands,  on 
the  evidence  that  has  been  fupplied,  applicable  to  this 
enquiry. 

‘‘  We  have.  Sir,  returns  from  various  iflands  of  the 
population  previous  to  the  year  1800  *,  and  fince  that 
time,  directions  have  been  given  to  afeertain  its  farther 
progrefs.  To  thefe  inquiries,  it  is  true,  incomplete  anfwers 
have  been  returned  5  but  as  far  as  they  are  obtained,  they 
tend  to  confirm  the  flatements  and  calculations  wmich  were 
made  in  1792,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  which  I  believe,  produced 
univerfal  convi^ion  in  favour  of  the  principles  for  which 
I  am  now  contending.  The  refuit  was,  that  the  decreafe 
fey  death  was  found  to  be  gradually  diminifhing,  and  that 
jlhere  was  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  by  proper  care,  by 

that 


(  48  ) 


that  care  which  the  abolition  alone  was  likely  to  produce, 
nature  would  in  the  Well  Indies,  as^in  every  other  part  of 

the  world,  efle6l  her  own  ends,  and  the  population  would 
maintain  itfelf. 

In^  this  new  Parliament,  in  which  there  is  a  greater 
proportion  than  ufual  of  frefh  members,  I  hope  the  repe- 
tition  of  fome  of  the  ftatements  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
will  not  be  without  its  ufe. 

iaking  up  the  eflimate,  then,  from  the  principal 
ifland,  which  is  that  of  Jamaica  j  from  the  year  i'76i  to 
1768,  the  excefs  of  deaths  is  25,000,  or  annually  fome- 
what  more  than  3500  ;  and  the  number  of  Slaves  at  that 
time  on  the  ifland,  was  computed  at  1573^00,  giving  a  de- 
creafe,  in  one  year,  on  the  whole  black  population,  of  two 
and  a  quarter  per  cent. 

“  From  the  year  1768  to  1774  the  excefs  in  the  deaths 
was  ii,oco,  or  about  1820  annually.  The  black  po¬ 
pulation  at  that  period  was  180,000,  which  fhews  a  de- 
creafe  of  a  little  more  than  one  per  cent. 

From  the  lafl  of  thefe  periods  i’774  to  the  year  1787, 
comprifing  an  interval  of  thirteen  years,  the  excefs  of 
deaths  was  20,000,  or  annually  about  1500,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  extent  of  the  population  of  the  negroes  at 
that  time,  leaves  the  diminution  about  three-fifths  per  cent, 
‘‘  But  in  our  dates  we  can  advance  much  liigher:  down 
to  1804  and  1805  have  partial  returns,  by  which  we 
fij^id,  that  the  excefs  of  deaths  in  eight  pariflies  of  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica,  in  the  courfe  of  three  years,  was  258  ; 
'and  comparing  this  number  with  the  total  population  of 
thefe  parifhes,  we  have  the  fatisfa61:ion  to  find,  that  the 
excefs  of  deaths  at  the  lateft  period  at  which  the  account 
can  be  Rated,  is  almoft  nothing,  or  one  perfon  in  1456. 

Reviewing  then,  thefe  comparative  elfimates,  we  find 
that  the  excefs  of  deaths  has  been  gradually  reduced,  until 
the  population  is  nearly  competent  to  its  own  fiipport. 

It  is  ajrain  nleafino'  to  ohferv’'f>  thl.^  nrnorf^fc  of  ■ 


It  is  again  pieafing  to  obferve  this  progrefs  of  im¬ 
provement  under  ftatements  made  in  the  moil  unfavour¬ 
able  manner  to  the  purpofe  I  have  in  view,  as  they  in¬ 
clude  not  only  the  native  negroes,  or  thofe  that  are  born 
in  the  Well  Indies,  but  alfo  the  newly  imported  Slaves, 
among  whom  th.e  mortality  is  confiderable  from  a  great 
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ranety  of  caufes,  and  which  clafs  of  perfons  will  no  longer 
be  included  in  our  view  of  the  comparative  population, 
after  this  bill  fliall  have  pafTed.  Excluding  thefe,  the 
Negroes,  even  in  their  prefent  ftatc,  may  be  fairly  repre- 
fented  as  competent  to  fupport  their  own  population. 
Thus  much  for  the  ifland  of  Jamaica- 

“  We  will  next  attend  to  the  ftate  of  Dominica  as  to 
the  fame  particular.  The  black  population  of  that  ifland 
is  computed  to  be  20,788,  of  which  the  deaths,  I  think 
from  1799  to  1802,  including  a  period  of  three  years, 
amount  to  1763,  and  the  births  as  high  as  1780;  alfo  in¬ 
cluding,  in  the  fame  account,  the  Negroes  newly  import¬ 
ed,  among  whom  the  mortality  is  given  at  thirty-three  per 
cent,  after  they  are  landed.  We  are  able  to  purfue  this 
calculation  a  little  farther.  Of  the  number  recently 
imported  it  appears  that  225  died.  The  old  ftock  of 
the  ifland  was  19,803,  on  which  there  were  1750 
births  and  15^3  deaths,  leaving  an  excefs  in  favour  of 
the  former  of  no  lefs  than  227  perfons  ;  fo  that  I  think 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  by  any  one,  that  the 
ifland  of  Dominica,  at  leaft,  will  fupport  its  own  popu¬ 
lation. 

In  the  Bahamas  and  Bermudas  I  am  happy  to  obferve, 
that  the  refult  of  the  computation  would  be  more  favour¬ 
able,  and  we  know  that  the  average  importations  do  not 
exceed  200. 

In  IMontferratt  and  Nevis  it  has  been  found  ncceflary 
to  import  very  few,  and  I  think  it  is  a  fair  conclufion, 
frorn  the  general  view  before  us  of  the  Negro  population  in 
the  iflands,  that  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  even 
if  there  fliould  be  no  fubfequent  improvement  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Negroes,  from  the  effeas  of  the  ceffation  of 
the  Slave  Eiade,  yet,  that  no  reduaion  of  their  numbers 
needs  to  be  apprehended. 

I  have  already  flated,  that  generallyfpeaking,  it  is  hard¬ 
ly  poffible  to  conceive  how  the  increafe  which  takes  place 
in  every  other  part  of  the  world  fhould  be  prevented  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  if  there  were  not  fome  caufes  operating 
againft  the  known  laws  and  eftablifhed  courfe  of  nature. 
Without  this  impediment  certain  it  is,  that  the  Slaves  in 
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die  Weft  Indies  muft  augment  in  their  numbers,  as  man¬ 
kind  do  elfe^vhere  in  all  the  various  communities  into 
which  the  fpeciesis  divided.' 

How  is  it  in  other  countries  In  America  we  know 
that  the  Slave  population  has  increafed  with  great  rapidity, 
and  from  the  accounts  of  iVh*.  King  of  the  rate  at  which 
the  Slaves  have  augmented  in  ten  years,  it  is  fuppofed  that 
they  would  double  their  population  in  twenty  years. 

W e  know  that  fince  it  was  determined  that  the 
Slave  trade  fhould  be  aboliflied  in  St.  Helena  and  Prince 
of 'W  ales  iiland,  the  number  of  Slaves  in  thofe  iflands, 
which  had  been  diminifhing,  has  increafed  fmee  that 
new  regulation.  We  are  apprifed  alfo,  that  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  the  Blacks  who  are  not  expofed  to  thofe  un¬ 
favourable  circumftances  which  the  planters  may  at  any 
time  remove,  rapidly  increafe  in  population  ;  as  is  the 
cafe  with  the  Maroons  in  the  iiland  of'Jamaica. 

We  are  alfo  informed,  that  in  the  iiland  of  St. 
A^incent’s,  the  Caribs,  notu  ithftanding  the  wars  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  did  increafe  in  papulation,  and  the 
Slave  population  in  Bencoolen  the  moft  unhealthy  part  of 
the  world,  received  the  like  augmentation. 

If  the  population  fhould  be  found  to  increafe  in 
America  fo  rapidly,  and  diminifh  in  the  Weft  Indies,  is 
this  difference  to  be  attributed  to  the  climate,  or  to  the 
fort  of  labour  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  are 
engaged  ?  The  culture  of  fugar  is  one  of  the  moft  fevere 
and  unhealthy  employments,  but  a  great  portion  of  the 
people 'in  America  are  occupied  in  raifing  rice,  which  is 
in  employment  equally  unhealthy.  What  then  is  the  caufe 
of  tlie  fuppafed  difference  ?  If  we  cannot  difeover  any 
different  explanation  of  this  difficulty  from  other  foure'es, 
let  us  fee  how  far  we  can  be  relieved  from  it  by  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  advocates  for  the  Slave  Trade,  in  the  argu¬ 
ments  with  which  they  have  thought  fit  to  fupply  the 
counfel  at  your  bar.  I'hey  attribute  the  redudlion  of  the 
numbers  principally  to  two  caufes.  Firft,  to  the  difpro- 
portion  of  the  fexes,  and  fecondly,  to  the  promifeuous  in¬ 
ter  courfe  among  them,  and  the  general  diffolutenefs  of 
manners.' 

With  regard  to  the  firft,  it  may  appear  not  to  be  ca¬ 
pable 
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pablc  eafily  of  deriving  a  remedy  from  the  abolition  ;  the 
Other,  I  hope,  would  be  materially  altered  by  it.  Attend¬ 
ing,  for  a  moment,  to  the  former,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that 
after  all  the  warnings  thefe  perfons  have  had,  and  after 
the  folemn  declaration  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  Slave  Trade 
ought  to  have  been  aboliflied,  the  fit  precautions  have 
^  not  been  taken.  lam  concerned  to  hear,  that  they  now 
ftate  the  difproportion  of  the  fexes,  as  a  plea  for  continu¬ 
ing  the  trade,  which  they  ought  long  lince  to  have  coun¬ 
teracted  by  their  own  difcretion.  Yet,  Sir,  even  in  the 
prefent  date  of  inequality,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  deduce 
from  the  fadfs  before  me,  that  there  is  no  ground  for  fe- 
rious  alarm. 

“  If  in  fome  of  the  iflands  there  is  no  great  diminution 
in  the  population  annually,  and  in  others  there  is  a  manifeft 
increale,  it  muff  be  the  confequence,  that  by  degrees,  that 
^  population,  which  on  the  whole  is  not  diminifhing  from 
natural  caufes,  will  foon  furniflr  the  ufual  proportion  of 
males  and  females,  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  ba¬ 
lance  will  be  reffored. 

I  believe  the  great  difparity  which  has  been  dated, 
is  not  at  all  corredt  ;  it  was  faid,  by  the  learned  counfel, 
to  be  in  the  proportion  of  four  or  five  males  to  one  female. 
I  believe  two  to  one  is  too  much,  and  indeed,  I  have 
never  before  heard  it  effimated  at  more  than  five  to  three. 
Let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  to  the  fadls  as  they  appear 
upon  the  returns  from  two  of  the  iflands.  In  Dominica, 
the  number  of  males  is  10,326,  and  of  females  10,460. 
Alio  in  Granada  there  is  an  excefs  of  females  ;  the  males 
are  15,167,  the,  females  15,964,  and  this  is  the  more 
ffricking,  as  there  has  been  a  great  importation,  in  fome 
years,  to  the  extent  even  of  5000  into  that  ifland. 

“  I  do  not  believe  then,  that  even  if  the  planters  have 
not  availed  themfelves  of  the  notice  given  them,  their  im¬ 
prudence  will  have  had  the  efFedt  of  occafioning  any  pro^ 
grefiive  redudfion  of  the  population,  lince  we  find,  that 
by  the  proportion  of  the  fexes,  as  well  as  from  the  eflh 
mates  of  the  births  and  deaths,  there  is  no  reafon  to  fear 
any  great  diminution, 

I  next  come  to  the  fecond  caufe  afiigned  for  the  in'- 
duclion  of  the. numbers.  The  promifcuous  intercourfe  of 
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tlie  fexes,  and  the  general  diflolutenefs  of  nianncrs  among 
the  Slaves.  Here  the  remedy  lies  with  the  planters  them- 
felves  j  a  proper  regard  to  the  education  of  children,  a 
fit  attention  to  the  morals  of  youth,  and  a  difpolitioTi  to 
maintain  the  regularity  of  married  life;  all  thefe,  it  will 
become  the  intereft  of  the  planters  to  promote  when  this 
trade  fhall  be  abolifhed.  And  perhaps  a  more  enlarged 
view,  not  only  of  their  relative  duties,  but  of  their  ^er- 
rnanent  emolument,  would  have  induced  a  vigilant  atten¬ 
tion  to  thefe  important  fubjedls.  At  the  fame  time.  Sir, 
that  we  put  an  end  to  a  trade  founded  in  injufiice,  it  is 
pleafmg  to  difcover,  >  that  its  termination  is  a  fource  of 
improvement  to  the  natives  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  that  in 
every  point  of  view  it  is  introduddory  of  pradlices  and  habits 
abundantly  favourable  to  virtue  and  human  happinefs. 

If  I  have  been  fuccefsful  in  (hewing,  that  the  lafl:  of 
thefe  fources  of  the  redudtion  in  the  population,  refts  with 
the  planters  ihemfelves,  I  think  the  other  matters  I  have 
to  date,  will  be  confidered  to  be  dill  more  within  their 
remedial  power.  I  refer  particularly,  to  the  fevere  treat¬ 
ment  the  Negroes  receive,  and  to  the  want  of  a  proper 
attention  to  thofe  ordinary  comforts  which  are  neceflary  to 
their  health  as  well  as  their  happinefs.  The  effedf  of  the 
abolition  would  be,  to  force  gentlenefs  and  moderation 
upon  the  planters,  if  not  from  higher  motives,  yet 
from  the  naked  principle  of  felf  intered.  But  while  I 
make  thefe  remarks,  I  would  not  myfelf  commit  that  fe- 
verity  I  condemn  ;  I  would  not  apply  unjud  or  ungene¬ 
rous  refledl'ion  to  the  great  body  of  thofe  concerned  in 
this  trade,  to  whom  mifmanagement  or  obduracy,  call 
it  what  you  will,  is  lefs  to  be  attributed  than  has  been 
ufually  fuppofed. 

[The  noble  Lord  here  cited  a  padage  from  Mr.  Long’s 
Hidory  of  lamalca,  which  he  faid  was  a  work  of  great 
;authority,  in  order  to  (hew  that  it  depended  wholly  on 
the  planters  themfcives  whether  their  (laves  encreafed;  that 
where  planters  were  content  with  the  produce  of  only  one 
half  a  hogdead  to  each  Negro,  or  in  fome  cafes  of  two 
hogdieads  to  three  Negroes,  an  increafe  might  reafonably 
be  looked  for ;  but  that  when  they  endeavoured  to  enlarge 
their  crops  beyond  that  proportion,  a  decreafe  in  the  plan- 
Slaves  was  furc  to  follov/.] 

Mr.  Long 
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Mr.  Long  was  no  friend  to  the  abolition'  of  tlie  Slave  ' 
Trade,  yet  he  affords  abundant  proof  that  mild  treatment, 
the  preventing  all  over-exertion,  and  general  habits  of 
humanity  towards  the  Negroes  will  be  likely,  ultimately, 
to  occafion  an  increafe  in  their  numbers  from  natural 
fources,  unalfifled  by  importation. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  this  can  only  be  done  by  leffen- 
Ing  the  work  performed,  and  of  courfe  diminilhing  the 
produce  to  be  fupplied. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  immediate  quantum  of  produce 
may  not  be  reduced,  but  I  believe,  that  a  judicious  planter, 
looking  beyond  his  momentary  interefi:,  and  attending  to 
remote  confequences  affedfing  the  improvement  of  his 
eftate,  will,  by  fuch  condufl,  affiff  the  cultivation  of  his 
territory,  and  promote  his  own  fubftantial  emolument, 
while  he  conduces  to  the  comfort  of  his  dependents* 
In  proportion,  then,  as  the  planter  is  obftrudfed  in  the 
addition  to  his  numbers  from  abroad,  he  will  be  careful 
of  thofe  at  home,  he  will  regard  their  eafe  and  happinefs, 
and  although  for  a  time  the  quantity  of  produce  may  de- 
creafe,  the  real  value  of  the  lands  will  be  enhanced,  and 
his  own  permanent  advantage  be  better  fecured. 

‘‘  This  principle  will  be  particularly  ftriking,  when  we 
confider  its  application  to  the  female  fex  under  the  pecu¬ 
liar  infirmities  to  which  from  the  delicacy  of  their  con- 
ftitutions  they  are  expofed.  One  of  the  caufes  which  pre¬ 
vents  the  increafe  of  population  is,  that  the  women  are 
frequently  employed  in  a  way  either  deftrudive  to  the  child 
with  which  they  are  pregnant,  before  its  birth,  or  calculated 
to  prevent  the  mother  from  adminiftering  to  her  infant 
offspring  the  tender  care,  and  falutary  nurture,  neceffary 
to  its  fupport.  Wc  know  how  exquilitely  fufceptibic 
women  are  in  fuch  circumftances,  and  whatever  inflicts 
pain,  either  mental  or  corporeal  on  the  mother,  affedfs 
her  progeny,  and  fruftrates  the  wife  and  benevolent 
defigns  of  nature.  Yet  how  many  inftances  ai-e  there 
on  every  plantation,  almoft  every  day,  of  women 
within  three  or  four  months  of  their  time,  being  expofed 
to  the  whip,  and  then,  after  child-birth,  being  forced  to 
hitenfe  labour  before  their  ftrength  is  reftored  f  That 


both  parent  and  child  perifh,  in  many  of  tliefe  indances, 
I  need  fcarcely  add. 

“  I  am  perfuaded,  and  my  convidion  becomes  dronger 
and  dronger  the  farther  I  proceed  in  thefe  illudrations, 
that  when  it  fhall  become  the  obvious  intered  of  the 
planters  to  attend  to  thefe  circumdances,  the  population  of 
the  Negroes  will  be  found  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of 
cultivation. 

Another  principal  confideration  on  which  fuccefs 
will  depend,  is,  a  fit  attention  to  the  food  with  which 
the  Negroes  are  fupplied.  In  fome  of  the  iflands,  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  a  fufhcient  portion  of  nouridiment  to  fudain 
ftrength  and  life,  is  not  given  to  the  Negroes.  In  St, 
Kitt’s,  for  example,  the  legal  allowance  to  Slaves  labour¬ 
ing  in  the  field,  is  confiderably  lefs,  lefs  by  more  than  one 
half,  than  the  prifon  allowance  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica. 

Notwithdanding  the  various  topics  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  there  yet  remain  fome  other  points  to  which  I 
mud  requed  your  patient  attention.  From  the  argu¬ 
ments  I  have  already  ufed,  I  think  it  has  been  diewn  that 
the  general  export  trade  of  the  country  will  not  be  much 
injured  by  this  meafure  j  that  the  fupply  of  mariners  for 
His  Majedy’s  navy  will  not,  from  this  caufe,  be  interrupt¬ 
ed,  but  confiderably  augmented  *,  and  farther,  not  only 
that  the  population  of  the  iflands  will  not  be  diminifhed 
by  it,  but  that  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  when  thefe  plans- 
of  amelioration  are  adopted,  that  the  number  of  labourers 
may  be  expe61;ed  rapidly  to  increafe. 

“  But  we  are  told,  by  thofe  who  are  enemies  to  this 
project,  that  it  will  occafion  a  fpirit  of  difaffecftion  in  the 
iflands,  and  I  am  glad  to  obferve  an  honorable  General 
(Gascoigne)  who  has  taken  an  a6tive  part  at  all  times  in 
oppofing  this  meafure,  particularly  attentive  to  this  depart-^ 
ment  of  the  enquiry.  We  are  told  that  we  are  holding 
forth  a  dimulus  to  rebellion,  that  w^e  are  preparing  the 
way  for  the  general  dedr u6f ion  of  the  white  inhabitants, 
and  we  are  asked,  Is  it  prudent  to  inform  an  African, 
torn  from  his  dwelling,  from  his  relatives,  and  from  his 
country,  that  thisadl  is  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  judicc 
and  liumanity 

Sir,  is  not  the  love  of  liberty,  is  not  the  attachment 


to  the  place  of  our  birth,  to  the  members  of  our  family, 
and  to  the  circle  of  our  friends,  implanted  in  the  breaft  of 
man  by  the  great  author  of  our  nature  *,  and  do  you  ex- 
peft  that  the  world  fhall  wait  to  be  iiiftruded  in  this  grand 
^univerfal  truth  from  the  preamble  of  an  a^f  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  ?  If  the  Negro  have  not  learnt  it  from  his  own 
fituation,  and  from  his  own  fufferings,  he  will  not  be  ex¬ 
cited  to  infurredion  when  the  introdudory  paragraph 
fhall  be  read  to  him. 

The  fuppofition  is  moll  abfurd — moft  thoughtlefs. 
I  may  confidently  declare,  that  the  planters  and  merchants 
themfelves,  give  no  credit  to  it  whatever.  This  at  leafl 
is  certain,  that  if  they  did,  never  was  the  condud  of  man 
fo  little  regulated  by  difcretion.  Does  not  the  Houfe 
know,  that  during  the  many  years  in  which  the  debates 
on  this  fubjed  have  continued,  all  the  agitation  which 
has  here  exiffed,  all  tne  motions,  which  have  been  made, 
all  the  refolutions  which  have  pafled,  have  been  printed 
and  ciiculated,  without  doubt  or  fear,  by  the  planters  in 
tlie  iflands  ?  And  is  it  now  to  be  faid,  that  any  of  thefe 
magnified  evils  are  likely  to  be  the  refult  of  this  juft  re¬ 
cognition  ftated  in  the  preamble  ?  It  is  obvious  from  a 
thoufand  circumftances,  that  in  the  colonies,  where 
the  nature  of  Slaves  is  underftood,  no  fuch  chimerical 
apprehenfions  are  entertained.  Have  the  members  of 
this  Houfe  feen  Reports  of  the  Jamaica  Legiflature, 
printed  in  their  own  gazettes,  ftating  at  length,  and 
with  great  precifion,  the  moft  fuccefsful  means  by  which 
a  general  infurredion  might  be  organized,  and  furnifhin^^, 
as  completely  as  fuch  publications  are  capable  of  doin^, 
detailed  information  to  the  Negroes  of  a  digefted  plan  of 
operations,  fo  that  they  might  convert  their  filent  difcon- 
tents  into  open  lebellion,  whenever  they  were  ripe  for  de- 
cifive  adion  ?  After  this  nriay  we  not  conclude,  that  all 
we  have  heard  of  fuch  alarms  is  mere  declamation, 
and  in  no  way  conneded  with  the  matter  of  bufinefs  now 
before  us  ?  It  is,  indeed,  the  moft  unfortunate  time 

argument,  when  the  manifeft  objed 
of  this  ad,  is  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  Negroes 
and  by  rendering  them  happier,  to  conciliate  their  affec¬ 
tions.  We  might  have  imagined,  that  during  the  twenty 

years 


> 
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years  in  which  this  quefliion  has  been  dlfcufTed  with  {o 
much  warmth  and  animofity,  the  fpirit  of  rebellion  would 
have  expanded  itfelf  throughout  the  illands,  and  that  wc 
ihould  have  heard  of  nothing  but  war  and  carnage.  In- 
ftead  of  this,  the  faA  is,  that  during  no  period  have  fo 
few  infurredlions  exilled  as  during  the  interval  I  have 
named,  when  this  inquiry  has  been  purfued  within  the 
walls  of  Parliament,  and  has  occupied  the  attention  of  all 
men  out  of  doors. 

But  there  are  fome  curious  fliatements,  which  are  given 
for  the  purpofe  of  Ihewing  the  probability  of  future  infur- 
redlions  from  new  caufes  They  fay,  that  the  neceflary 
coniequence  of  the  non -importation  of  frelh  Negroes  will 
be  the  increafe  of  work,  and  the  difafftdlion  of  the  la¬ 
bourers.  The  whole  of  my  argument  proceeds  upon  this; 
that  the  oppreihve  fatigue  to  which  the  Negroes  are  ex- 
pofed,  will  be  diminifhed.  Now,  I  will  venture  to 
afhrm  that  new  Slaves  have  never  been  imported  in 
order  fo  alleviate  the  toil  of  the  old  ones  ;  they  have 
been  brought  to  fupply  the  place  of  thofe,  who  have  re- 
figned  life  beneath  the  weight  of  their  labours,  and  to  clear 
and  cultivate  new  lands.  It  is  utterly  inconliilent  with 
the  whole  hiftory  of  thofe  fettlements  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  importations  were  made  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of 
the  refident  Negroes. 

Among  tlie  extravagant  affertions  which  are  made  on 
this  point,  we  are  told,  that  it  is  a  great  iource  of  confo- 
lation  to  thofe  refident  Negroes,  to  hear  of  the  arrival  of 
their  countrymen  on  the  fpot  to  which  they  have  been 
thcmfclves  configned.  What  ?  when  they  are  labouring 
under  the  mod;  fevere  afhidfions,  can  it  be  a  relief  to  them 
to  fee  ctliers  brought  to  partake  in  that  fullnefs  of  mifery 
and  horror  to  which  they  have  been  doomed  themfelves  ? 
To  fee  a  wife,  perhaps,  or  a  child,  or  a  parent,  forced 
into  tlic  lame  wretched  fituation,  probably  under  adiiferent 
maflcr.?^  Can  this  be  a  ground  of  fatisfatlion;  or  is  it  not 
rendering  their  woe  yet  more  complete,  if  indeed  the  cup 
of  afhibtion  be  not  already  fiiied  ?  Any  thing  fo  contrary 
to  the  (lilpofitions  of  man,  can  only  be  dated  by  thofe 
wTo  widi  to  reprefent  the  African  charadfer  as  radically 
vicious — as  altogether  dilferent  from  the  reft  of  the  fpe- 
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cles— -and  Incapable  of  receiving  the  fbamp  of  humanity. 
This  is,  however,  wholly  inconfiflent  with  the  juft  de- 
fcription  of  the  natives  of  that  continent.  It  is  true,  that 
they  are  in  an  uncivilized  ftate,  which  cannot  wholly  be 
deprived  of  its  features  of  barbarity;  but  their  natural  dif- 
pofitions  are  as  mild  and  gentle  as  any  that  belong  to  hu- 
man^  beings  placed  under  fimilar  circumftances  of  un- 
civilization.  I  cannot,  then,  think  that  there  is  any 
ground  to  apprehend,  that  a  fpirit  of  revolt  will  be  at  all 
produced  by  the  prevention  of  thefe  importations.— 
While  we  are  attending  to  the  fecurity  of  the  iflands,  we 
fliould  not  forget,  to  what  order  of  perfons  the  danger  is 
principally  to  be  afcnbed.  It  is  rnoft  clearly  eftablifhed  in 
evidence,  that  the  clafs  of  Negroes  from  which  infur- 
ledtion  is  to  be  feared,  confifts  of  thofe  recently  imported 
from  Africa,  expofed  to  new  injuries,  ftill  fmarting  under 
the  wrongs  they  have  been  compelled  to  endure,  and  fuf- 

fering  from  the  recolledlion  of  tlie  fituation  which  they 
have  loft.  ^ 

We  are  dehred  to  look  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  as  affording  a  tremendous  example  of  the  caution 

neceffary  to  be  ufed  in  effedling  any  material  change. _ 

dhis^  aigunient,  which  is  employed  to  recommend  the 
continuance  of  importations,  is  the  very  one  to  which 
I  would  refort,  in  urging  their  ceflation.  I  would  refer 
efpecially  to  the  melancholy  condition  of  St.  Domingo, 
into  vvdiich  large  importations  had  been  made  contrary%o 
the  principles  of  fober  difcretion  and  found  policy.  I  be¬ 
lieve^  that  the  number  of  Slaves  rapidly  introduced  into 
that  ifland,  had  a  great  efPedf  in  bringing  about  its  fepa- 
ration  from  Europe.  But  the  chief  cauYe  of  this  change 
muft  be  traced  to  that  extraordinary  event  of  modern 
times,  Wiiich  has  been  the  fruitful  Iburce  of  fo  many 
calamities  in  every  part  of  the  world  ;  I  mean  the  French 

was,  that  the  white  inhabitants  of 
this  fpacious  and  pvoduiftive  ifland,  were  divided  into  two 
parties,  each  of  which  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  afliftance 
ot  the  Blacks,  in  order  to  gain  the  afcendancy.  The 
lituation  of  St.  Domingo  is  far  from  ftiewing  that  any  evil 
confequence  will  refult  from  the  prefent  meafure,  though 
It  fliews  the  pernicious  effedf  with  which  the  immediate 

II 


email** 


(  58  ) 

emancipation  of  the  colonial  Negroes  mull  be  attended  5 
and  I  believe,  there  is  no  one  fo  hardy  as  not  to  have  his 
fears  powerfully  excited,  if  the  whole  Negro  population  of 
the  iflands,  in  their  prefent  condition,  were  to  be  eman¬ 
cipated.  When  to  thefe  caufes  incelTantly  operating  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  we  add,  the  heat  and  violence 
of  the  contending  parties,  employing  all  the  implements 
of  a  cruel  and  fanguinary  fyftem  againfl  each  other,  with 
unrelenting  vengeance,  and  by  turns  inllaming  the  paflions 
of  the  Negroes  with  all  the  arts  of  infinuation,  can  we  be 
furprized,  that  fuch  events  fliould  have  taken  place  ? 
I  hope,  Sir,  that  no  fuch  impelling  caufes  will  produce 
the  fame  difaflers  in  our  own  iilands ;  and  of  this  I  am 
convinced,  that  large  importptions  of  Negroes  are  at  all 
times  a  predifpofing  caufe,  and  mull  increafe  the  danger. 
On  the  whole,  I  prefume  that  the  fituation  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  infleacl  of  fupplying  any  reafon  for  reje6ling  the 
mcaf^ure,  furnidres  a  llrong  ground  of  recommendation. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  not  wholly  to  leave  the  fub- 
je6l  of  St.  Domingo,  we  are  told,  that  this  illand  is  only 
a  few  hours  fail  from  Jamaica,  and  that  from  the  facilities 
its  proximity  affords,  endeavours  have  been  ufed  to  excite 
infurredlion  in  the  neighbouring  colony. 

“  Sir,  you  will  didindlly  recollecl,  that  when  this  ob- 
Jedllon  was  Hated  at  your  bar,  I  was  willing  to  give  the 
learned  gentleman  the  full  benefit  of  the  admlffion,  that 
fuch  endeavours  had  been  ufed  to  difturh  the  peace  of  that 
ifland.  But  what  is  the  anfwer  to  fuch  reprefentations  ? 
I  fay,  ^  Secure  yourfelves  from  danger  by  conciliating  the 
affedlions  of  your  Slaves.  By  good  treatment  perfuade 
them  that  you  regard  their  happinefs  *,  make  them  feel 
that  health  and  life  are  worth  preferving.  ^  If  you  perfe- 
vere  in  the  feverity  which  has  been  pradllfed,  they  will 
never  be  attached  to  you.  If  you  import  numbers  who 
can  have  no  feeling  of  love  or  refpedl  for  you,  who  can 
entertain  no  fentiment  but  hatred  and  vengeance,  your 
danger  will  be  extreme.* 

is  not,  Sir,  mere  idle  theory:  it  is  confirmed 
by  experience.  liook  to  the  fituation  of  Surinam,  where 
the  Slaves  under  the  dominion  of  the  Dutch  received  the 
worll  treatment.  The  confcquence  was,  wars,  infur- 

redlionfe, 
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regions,  and  general  difobedience.  The  hiftory  of  thofe 
unfortunate  people  fliews,  that  where  they  meet  with 
kindnefs  and  generofity,  inflead  of  afpiritof  revolt,  order 
and  allegiance  prevail  among  tl^em,  and  they  will  even 
exercife  their  valour  in  the  protedion  of  their  mafters, 
againft  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  refill  the  fubfuting 
authorities. 

On  all  thefe  grounds,  I  think  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade  is  defirable  ;  and  although  we  have,  fomewhat 
contemptuoufly,  been  called  theoriils,  by  thole  who  are 
enemies  to  this  meafure  ;  we  polTefs  the  fingular  ad¬ 
vantage  of  having  all  the  fa6ls,  and  all  the  experience 
of  mankind  exclufvely  in  our  own  favour. 

But  it  is  faid  by  the  learned  counfel  at  your  bar,  that 
the  danger  is  increafed  by  the  diminution  of  tiae  numbers 
of  white  people  which  will  neceifarily  refult  from  the 
abolition. 

I  confefs,  I  was  allonifhed  at  this  propofition,  and 
I  waited  with  fomc  impatience  to  learn,  how  it  would  be 
made  out.  They  told  you,  that  many  perfons  went  from 
hence  in  the  expe6lation  of  realizing  a  large  property  ; 
and  that  in  fuch  expeditions,  attended  with  fuch  lacrihces^ 
ordinary  profits  would  not  fatisfy  their  hopes.  Now^ 
faid  the  learned  counfel,  by  the  con^'ned  profpe6l  of  ad¬ 
vantage  which  would  in  future  be  prefented  to  fuch  adven¬ 
turers,  thefe  aiflive  and  ufeful  members  of  fociety  would 
remain  at  home,  and  therefore  the  white  population 
would  be  diminifhed. 

In  this  point  of  view',  the  white  and  black  popula¬ 
tion  mufl  necelTarily  be  a  queftion  of  proportion,  and  the 
argument  is  a  little  extraordinary,  if  reforted  to  by  thofe 
who  reprefent  the  black  population  as  likely  to  be  reduced, 
nay,  to  be  extinguiflied,  in  a  few  years. 

But  I  do  not  think  that  the  view  of  any  great  and 
immediate  advantage  induces  thofe  adventurers  to  quit 
their  native  country.  I  rather  apprehend,  that  the  motive 
is  to  obtain  a  livelihood  under  circumflan.ces  of  urgent 
neceflity ;  that  the  perfons  who  embark  for  this  purpofe, 
are  ufualiy  thofe  who  find  it  difficult  to  procure  fub- 
fiflence  at  home ;  and  feeing  it  in  this  light,  I  do  not 
think  there  will  be  any  great  difference  in  lire  numbers  of 
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\Veil-Indian  I  lanters  reprefenting  the  propriety  of  having 

a  large  proportion  of  white  people  on  the  illands  ;  and  if 
we  look  to  their  own  condudT:,  this  muft  .appear  to  be  a 
new  di  covery  of  colonial  policy.  If  this  had  been  a  notion 
ormer  y  entertained^  we  (liould  have  feen  fonie  means 
taken,  by  which  the  white  population  might  be  increafed, 
and  the  blacks  reduced.  On  the  contrary,  we  obferve 
only  the  moft  active  exertions,  by  importations,  to  aug- 
naent  the  latter,  but  hardly  any  endeavours  whatever  ufed 
to  extend  the  former.  Are  there  then  no  trades,  no 
Ixodes  of  ufeful  occupation,  in  which  white  perfons  might 
be  employed  in  the  Weft  Indies  ?  Are  the  whites  there 
ki^own  in  a  ftate  of  fnpinenefs  and  torpor  } 
ithout  doubt,  a  great  proportion  ot  ^'A^eft-Indian  labour 
is  more  fuited  to  the  habits  and  conftitutions  of  the  blacks, 
than  to  that  of  other  deferiptions  of  the  people.  But 
ftilft  there  are  numerous  fituations,  and  a  great  variety  of 
duties,  which  are  at  leaft  equally  fuited  to  the  whites, 
and  which,  from  indolence  or  fome  other  caufe,  are  at 
prefent  improperly  filled,  a. id  very  imperfedlly  dlfchargcd. 
My  expedfation  from  this  meafure  is,  not  that  a  fmaller 
Burnuer,  but  that  a  greater  proportion  of  whites  will  try 
their  fuccefs  in  different  branches  of  bufinefs.  Among 
others,  tlie  cooperage  on  the  illands  is  an  important 
branch  of  induftry,  and  the  whites  are  at  leaft  as  dex¬ 
terous  in  tills  bufinefs,  and  as  well  adapted  to  it  by 
their  conllitution  ;  yet  blacks  are  conftantly  engaged 
in  it.  It  is  extremely  finguiar,  that  we  Ihouid,  at  this 
time,  hear  of  the  anxiety  of  the  planters  to  increafe  the 
wdfite  population,  when  we  know,  from  the  belt  authority,, 
that  every  pollibie  uifeouragement  is  given  to  marriane 
a  mong  the  whites  dependent  on  them,  and  that  one  of 
t'-egreateft,  nay,  in  general,  an  infuperable  objedlion  to. 
an  overfeer,  would  be  that  he  had  a  wife  and  family. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  emfig^itlons  from  Scot¬ 
land  ;  and  a  noble  friend  of  mine  has  both  ftated  the  means 
of  providing  for  fuch  perfons  in  America  who  are  inclined 
to  leave  the  country  of  their  birth,  and  has  exemplified 
his  docftrinc  by  a  judicious  experiment.  But  it  fhould 
appear  by  this  new  alarm  of  the  Planters  concerning  the 
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diminution  of  the  v/hite  population,  that  thofe  emigrant* 
|ieed  not  look  for  an  aiylum  on  the  northern  continent.  In 
the  iilands  the  planter^,  Ihould  be  folicitous  to  receive 
them,  and  admit  them  to  all  the  advantages  to  which  their 
timely  arrival  mull  entitle  them,  if  the  alarm  in  queilion 
has  any  reai  foundation. 

On  the  whole,  Sir,  I -think  this  lafl  ground  of  dif- 
fatisfatlion,  is  as  little  tenable  as  any  of  the  others  which 
I  have  hated,  and  T  may  venture  with  fome  confidence 
to  hope,  that  the  Houfe  will  not  think  it  a  fuflicient 
motive  for  rejedling  a  bill,  which  not  only  comes  fo 
powerfully  recommended  from  another  place,  but  which 
has  fuch  llrong  pretenfions  to  favour  in  its  own  merits- 
If  I  were  required  to  hate  what  would  moft  efrec- 
tually  conduce  to  the  fecurity  of  the  iflands  under  the 
prefent  viciffitudes  in  human  affairs,  I  fliould  prefent  this 
meafure,  as  the  moll  effe£l:ual  expedient  for  that  purpofe. 
The  neceffary  confequence  of  this  meafure  will  be,  that 
the  Negroes  will  become  attached  to  the  foil,  that  they  will  ' 
acquire  property  and  intereft,  that  they  will  have  forne 
flake  in  the  country,  and  chat  the  mod  cogent  motives 
to  infurredlion  and  revolt  will  be  withdrawn. 

I  hefe.  Sir,  are  the  principles  upon  which  I  fupport 
this  propofition  ;  and  here,  perhaps,  I  fliould  take  my 
leave  of  the  fubjedl  j  but  before  I  fit  down,  there  are  a 
few  general  points  which  are  proper  to  be  noticed,  from 
their  having  recently  attrafled  obfervation.  We  are  told. 
Sir,  that  if  this  be  a  meafure  the  obje6l  of  which  is  to  do 
juflice,  we  ought  not  only  to  abolifh  the  Slave  Trade, 
but  to  abolifh  Slavery  itfeif.  All  I  can  fay  in  anfwer  to 
this  objeclion  is,  that  I  trufl  the  final  refult  of  this  bill 
will  be  the  ultimate  abolition  of  Slavery— not  by  any 
violent  change,  but  by  the  natural  operation  of  caufes, 
not  very  difficult  to  enumerate  and  to  trace.  Without 
the  affiiflance  of  pofitive  laws,  I  fmcerely  hope,  that 
Slavery  will  wear  out;  that  as  it  has  ceafed  in  the  do¬ 
minions  which  once  belonged  to  ancient  Greece  and 
Rome,  chiefly  by  the  fupply  of  freffi  Slaves  ceafing  with 
the  foreign  conquefls  of  thofe  dates,  and  as  it  has  difap- 
peared  in  modern  Europe  by  the  acquifltion  of  property, 
and  the  diffufion  of  knowledge  —  fo,  likewife,  it  will 
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gradually  withdraw  from  the  Weft  Indies,  when  the  in¬ 
habitants  are  prepared  for  enjoying  the  bleflings  of  liberty, 
by  a  milder  lyftem  of  treatment.  What  1  now  con- 
template,  has  already  partially  taken  place  in  the  United 
States.  In  the  Spanifli  and  Portugueze  colonies,  in 
South  America,  where  they  have  their  condition  improved 
by  general  regulations,  fome  traces  of  a  progrefs  like  that 
which  I  allude  to  may  be  remarked.  But,  Sir,  we  need 
not  crofs  the  Atlantic  to  difeover  this  fort  of  Improvement ; 
Great  Britain  has  herfelf  rifen  from  the  fame  lamentable 
(iruation,  by  the  filent,  yet  powerful,  influence  of  the  fame 
caufes.  And  here,  ^ir,  I  mull  detain  you,  to  make  one 
additional  remark.  We  are  not  wholly  without  experience 
of  the  progreflTive  eflhds  of  civilization  upon  the  Negroes. 
We  know,  that  in  all  the  ftates  of  America,  excepting 
one,  the  Slave  Trade  is  abolifhed.  In  South  Carolina, 
only,  it  is  admitted.  But  the  abolition  of  this  commerce 
is  not  the  only  ftep  they  have  taken  ;  meafures  have  been 
adopted  for  the  gradual  emancipation  of  Slaves,  and  upon 
the  eftates  of  fome  perfons,  I  believe,  particularly  that  of 
the  late  General  Wafhington,  the  Slaves  have  been  eman^- 
cipated.  Now  are  there  any  of  thofe  dreadful  confe- 
quences  in  North  America  on  account  of  this  change, 
which  the  enemies  of  the  abolition  predidb  ;  and  is  it  not 
univerfally  known,  that  the  condition  of  Slaves  in  America 
partakes  of  as  much  happinefs  as  fuch  a  fituation  is  fuf- 
ceptible  of  ? 

“  So  much  for  the  effects  of  emancipation  in  America. 
I  faid,  truly,  that  I  hoped  the  abolition  contemplated  in 
this  bill,  would  prepare  for  the  ultimate  abolition  of 
Slavery  itfelf,  and  1  have  flated  this,  in  purfuance  of  thofe 
principles  of  juftice,  which  I  have  endeavoured  conftantly 
to  keep  in  view  in  the  courfe  of  this  difeuflaon.  I  fay  to 
the  Weft  India  Planters,  I  am  ready  to  do  you  jultice, 
but  I  cannot  do  it  by  the  facrifice  of  juftice  with  refpe£l 
to  another  country.  Why  not  emancipate  the  Slaves? 

I  would  avoid  this,  becaufe  I  would  avoid  injuftice.  Such 
an  a6t  would  bear  the  character  of  the  utmoll  cruelty.  It 
is  juftice  to  the  Slaves,  as  well  as  to  the  Planters,  which 
prevents  my  recommending  fuch  a  meafure.  From  the 
unfortunate  condition  of  this  people,  it  might  renovate  all 
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thofe  fcenes  of  horror  and  defolation  which  have  been  ex¬ 
hibited  in  St.  Donaingo,  and  it  could  not  produce,  what 
is  alone  defirable,  a  ftate  of  rational  and  orderly  fociety. 

Thus,  Sir,  looking  at  all  the  matters  vTicli  bear  oil 
the  fubjedl,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  palTing 
this  bill.  But  there  is  one  other  argument,  not  applica¬ 
ble  to  our  own  individual  cafe,  and  it  is  this:  We  are 
told,  that  if  we  abandon  the  trade  it  will  be  of  no  utility^ 
for  other  nations  will  take  it  up,  and  purfue  it  without 
thofe  falutary  reftri6lions,  by  which,  under  the  authority 
©f  law,  it  is  here  regulated.  If  there  be  any  real  ground  for 
fuch  an  apprehenfion,  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  the  pre- 
.fent  is  the  moft  fortunate  period  in  which  we  could  adopt 
the  principle  of  this  bill.  But  let  us  look  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  argument.  They  fay,  that  the  French 
and  the  Dutch  will  not  abolifh  the  trade.  Thofe  nations 
aiTert  the  very  fame  thing  of  us  :  fo  that  the  reafoninp* 
moves  in  a  circle,  and  the  trade,  like  the  circle,  on  fuch 
an  argument,  can  have  no  termination.  Sir,  I  am  far 
from  being  fanguine  in  thinking  that  any  liberal  meafure 
of  this  nature  is  likely  to  be  adopted  by  the  government 
of  France  ;  but  at  all  events,  let  us  relieve  ourfelves  from 
the  opprelhon  of  this  disgrace,  and  let  that  country,  v/hich 
is  contending  with  us  for  power,  in  one  of  the'greatefb 
conflidls  recorded  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  at  lead;  declare 
herfelf  to  be  our  Inferior  in  virtue  :  or  let  her,  if  fhe  pleafe, 
alTume  a  virtue  which  fhe  does  not  pofTefs — let  her,  from 
any  motive  fincere  or  hypocritical,  beneht  the  fpecies  ;  but 
M^hatever  be  her  condudf,  let  us  refeue  ourfelves  from 
this  foul  and  odious  diflronour. 

I  fiid,  that  this  was  a  moment  peculiarly  favourable, 
for  effeding  the  purpofes  of  this  bill.  The  Slave  Trade  of 
France  and  of  Holland  is  deftroyed  by  the  operation  of 
the  war.  In  Denmark,  as  in  America,  it  is  aboliOied. 
There  remains  no  country  of  Europe  capable  of  continu¬ 
ing  it  but  Portugal  5  and  the  extent  of  their  commerce  in 
this  branch,  I  believe,  bears  only  a  fmall  proportion  to 
our  own.  Therefore,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war 
at  lead,  as  far  as  refpedls  France  and  Flolland,  the  trade 
muft  be  relinquifhed,  and  the  objection  on  that  ground 
cannot  now  be  material.  Flow  long  the  war  will  laft,  is 
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It  queHiion  mucli  beyond  all  hiunan  calculation  to  refolve'; 
but  if,  ill  confequence  of  the  abolition  of  the  trade  by  this 
country,  the  co-operative  part  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
fliould  ceafe,  I  flrould  hope  that  whatever  might  be  their 
inclination,  France  and  irlolland  would  find  it  difficult  to 
refume  it. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  troubled  the  Houfe  with  nearly  all 
I  have  to  fay  on  this  molt  important  fubjedf,  yet  1  am 
confcious  that  I  have  very  ill  difchargcd  the  duty  I  have 
undertaken  :  I  have,  however,  the  fatisfadlion  to  know, 
that  there  are  thofe  now  prefent,  who  can  amply  fupply 
all  my  deficiencies. 

“  There  is  but  one  more  general  argument,  which  now 
prefents  itfeif  to  my  mind.  It  is  hiid  that  the  trade  is 
fandtioned  by  antiquity,  and  that  it  has  been  countenanced 
by  the  highell  authorities,  and  by  tlie  greatefi:  men  that 
ev'er  diri:ingulffied  the  annals  of  our  country  ;  and  we  are 
told,  that  the  names  of  Clarendon  and  Locke  appear 
among  thofe  of  its  fupportcrs. 

I  have.  Sir,  as  prolound  a  reverence  as  any  man  for 
thofe  two  •cininent  perions,  yet,  perhaps,  the  former  I 
flrould  not  be  hafly  in  quoting  upon  any  qucition  relating 
to  freedom  ;  the  latter,  I  acknowledge,  was  not  likely  to 
maintain  any  caule  which  was  lroili''e  to  it.  But,  Sir,  it 
is  proceeding  too  far  upon  the  icore  of  authority  to  fay, 
that  he  gave  his  fandLion  to  wh*at  he  did  not  exprefsly  con¬ 
demn.  It  has  been  correctly  affirmed,  that  fuch  an  argu¬ 
ment  would  tend  to  frulurate  every  fpecies  of  improve¬ 
ment  ;  for  great  men  are  to  be  found  in  every  period,  and 
in  every  condition  of  focicty.  The  Reformation  itfeif,  fo 
valuable  in  its  cfFedls  throiigl'ouL  proteflant  Europe,  mud 
have  been  rejedled,  becaufe  Sir  '1  homas  More,  and  other 
great  and  virtuous  charadlers,  were  catholics.  There  is 
nothing  fo  bafe  and  derogatory  to  human  nature — nothing 
fo  opjircffive  and  dedruclive  to  mankind — which  might 
not  on  fucli  a  prineipie  receive  its  vindication  ;  and  in 
another  place,  it  has  been  accurately  obierved,  that  on 
this  argument  tlie  pradlice  of  torture  mi^^ht  be  revived 
and  defended.  In  proportion  as  the  abufe  is  more  con- 
fplcuous,  the  argument  from  authority  becomes  ftronger. 
A  {light  matter  in  the  multiplicity  of  affiurs  might  efcape 
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the  attention  of  tliefe  extraordinary  men;  but  wjiat  was 
very  remarkable,  what  was  highly  prominent,  could  not 
eafily  elude  the  vigilance  of  Clarendon  and  Locke.  The 
argument,  if  it  prove  any  thing,  proves  too  much  for  the 
purpofe  of  thofe  who  employ  it.  It  might  be  ufed  againft 
Chrihianity  itfelf,  becaufe  fome  of  the  wifed  and  bed 
men  refided  all  the  force  of  its  evidence.  It  maybe  eafily 
fuppofed,  that  the  Slave  Trade,  in  its  infancy,  had  not 
attracted  the  particular  attention  of  Clarendon  and  Locke. 
It  is  known,  that  the  latter  was  a  member  of  the  African 
Company,  and  it  may  be  as  true,  that  from  the  unavoid¬ 
able  imperfeclions  in  the  human  underdanding,  he  might 
not  have  examined  the  fubjecl  Vvdth  that  care  and  impar¬ 
tiality  which  he  was  accu domed  to  difplay  in  the  elucida¬ 
tion  of  more  general  topics. 

‘‘  I  contend,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  to  examine  for  itfell,  and  after  deliberate  attention, 
to  decide  according  to  its  own  convidlion.  Yet,  if  we 
are  to  red  upon  authority,  I  do  not  think  the  authorities 
are  all  on  the  other  fide.  There  are  names  entitled  to 
the  highest  refpedl,  and  one  of  thefe  is  that  of  the 
Prelident,  Montesquieu,  who  entertained  mod  drongly 
the  fame  opinion  ol  the  Slave  'Lrade  wdth  the  Friends  of 


the  Abolition.  '  ■ 

But  above  all,  I  would  cite  the  authorities  of  two 
of  the  mod  extraordinary  men  that  ever  lived — who  wore 
the  pride  and  glory,  and  the  mod  precious  ornaments  of 
their  age  and  country— I  mean  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  who 
examined  the  fubjedf  with  all  the  force  of  their  capacious 
minds;  who  on  this  quedion,  alone,  diimifl'ed  all  ani- 
mohty — all  difference  of  opinion- — and  united  their  en¬ 
deavours,  with  one  accord,  for  the  good  of  mankind. 

Let  us  pay  the  bed  tribute  to  their  memories  by 
adopting  this  meafure,  if  w'e  are  fatisded  upon  the  general 
grounds  of  reafon  and  experience  that  it  is  right;  and  let 
us  thus  raife  to  them  a  monument,  more  fpYndid  than 
any  which  human  ingenuity  can  devife.  With  Mr.  Fox, 
to  accomplidi  this  w^as  the  fird  wifli  of  his  heart,  and  it 
was  the  hope  which  quivered  on  his  lips  in  the  lad  hour 
of  his  exidence.  Having  mentioned  thefe  authorities, 
I  am  fure  it  will  not  be  expected  of  me,  that  I  fhould 
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notice  nny  other :  after  fuch  illuPa'Ious  names,  only 
ferior  ones  could  be  introduced,  which  would  be  of  little 
allilLance  to  the  caufe  in  which  I  appear. 

I  trull  that  all  differences,  as  to  the  great  principle 
of  the  bill,  have  been  removed.  We  may  doubt  with 
refpedl  to  the  mode  and  the  time  of  the  Abolition;  but  on 
the  jullice  and  necellity  ol  the  mealure,  in  fome  way,  and 
at  lome  time,  I  trull  there  is  no  disagreement ;  and  I  cer¬ 
tainly  do  anxioudy  hiok  for  the  fupportof  thofe  gentlemen, 
with  whom  I  have  th^  misfortune  fo  widely  to  differ  on 
many  other  fiibiedls. 

Th  is  bill,  then,  is  mofl  worthy  the  attention  ^of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  after  many  ineffedlual  attempts, 
I  hope  that  it  will  at  lall  be  carried.  My  duty  is  termi¬ 
nated  ;  my  feelings  are  thofe  which  are  natural  to  me  on 
an  occafion,  which  I  mull  ever  confider  as  one  of  the 
greateft  in  my  life.  I  have  endeavoured,  to  the  utmoll 
of  my  ability,  to  point  out  the  effedts  of  this  meafure  on 
the  various  perfons,  and  on  the  complicated  interells 
which  it  has  been  faid  to  embrace  ;  whether  affedling  the 
Planters,  Merchants,  or  Negroes,  in  all  its  relations  and 
bearings.  Upon  thefe  grounds  it  receives  my  cordial 
fupport,  and  upon  thefe  I  leave  it  with  confidence  to  the 
Idouie.” 

General  Gascoigne.  • — “  I  feel  it  my  duty,  Sir,  not- 
withftanding  all  that  has  been  faid  this  night,  to  declare 
my  fentiments  upon  the  prefent  bill.  The  conteft  I  have 
to  fullain  is  not  only  with  men  of  fuperior  talents,  but 
alfo  with  popular  opinions  and  prejudices  *,  but,  however 
this  may  be,  I  Ihould  tliink  it  a  derelidlion  of  my  duty 
not  to  declare,  that  after  having  given  the  fubjedl  the 
moll  mature  confideration,  I  am  confirmed  in  my  former 
opinion.  I  am  fuppofed,  Sir,  to  have  faid,  on  a  former 
occafion  in  this  houfe,  that  I  was  fo  charmed  with  the 
Slave  Trade,  that  were  it  now  to  be  eftabliihed  for  the 
frll  time,  I  would  willingly  pafs  over  once  more  the  fame 
ground.  Sir,  the  words  I  employed  were,  that  feeing  all 
the  conlcqncnces  which  had  refulted  from  the  Slave  Trade; 
looking*  at  the  llourifliing  Hate  of  our  colonies  ;  and  know¬ 
ing  that  the  Navy  derived  the  greateft  poffible  benefit  from 
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this  commerce,  and  that  the  revenue  derived  from  our 
plantations  was  fo  great  and  fo  important ;  I  would  be 
the  fir  ft  to  move  the  Houfe  to  eftablifli  the  trade  in 
queftion. 

The  noble  Lord  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  faid,  that 
he  believed  ail  who  heard  him  were  more  converlant  with 
the  fubje6t  under  difcuffion  than^  himfelf,  and  in  that 
opinion  I  do  mofh  fully  accord  with  him.  If  the  noble 
Lord  had  done  that  which  common  candour  required  ;  I 
mean  if  he  had  permitted  evidence  to  be  adduced,  lie 
would  have  received  the  information  he  required,  and 
would  not  have  ventured  to  deny  that  to  which  he  would 
notlifien..  But  he  waas  fully  aware  that  there  might  be 
danger  in  doing  it,  and  he  fald,  ‘  No,  we  will  hear  none; 
*  if  we  have  evidence  we  may  rifk  the  bill.’  And  then, 
as  an  excufe,  he  tells  the  Houfe,  that  the  teffimony 
amounts  to  nothing  more  than  matter  of  opinion.  And 
what  does  the  noble  Lord  himfelf  offer  to  convince  the 
Houfe  ?  He  brings  forward  nothing  but  matter  of  opinion, 
and  that  of  much  more  queffionable  authority  than  any 
which  I  fhould  have  fubmitted  to  its  attention. 

The  noble  Lord  adverted  to  the  evidence  given  in 
1792,  refpedting  the  practice  of  kidnapping  Slaves;  and 
he  faid  that  he  believed  that  it  ftill  exiifed  even  at  the 
prefent  day.  But  is  a  fingle  proof  of  this  before  the 
Houfe  ?  Is  there  a  fingle  detail,  nay  even  a  folitary  in- 
fiance,  in  fupport  of  the  aflertion  ?  It  was  merely  faid 
that  the  noble  Lord  believed  it  to  exilt ;  and  upon  fup- 
pofitions  like  thefe  he  calls  upon  you  to  approve  of  this 
bill.  But  the  noble  Lord  Hates  that  many  of  the  enormia 
ties  which  took  place  in  the  Middle  Pafiage  ftill  exlft,  not- 
withflanding  the  pafling  of  the  bill  intended  to  regulate 
them  ;  but  v/hat  evidence  does  he  ofier  to  prove  this  po- 
fition  ?  There  was  not  a  fingle  inflaiice  adverted  to  in 
the  courfe  of  his  argument  which  was  derived  from  in¬ 
formation  of  tlie  exifting  Hate  of  the  trade,  and  w'as  not 
lounded  on  fafts  which  happened  fome  30,  40,  or  50 
years  ago ;  and  as  long  as  he  can  bring  into  his  fpeech 
lome  detail  or  flory  of  wliatever  authenticity,  or  from 
whatloever  fource  it  may  proceed,  the  noble  Lord  Is  per- 
feHly  latisficd,  if  it  only  fupports  his  opinions,  whether  it 
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IS  of  a.  recent  date,  or  whether  it  took  place  fonie  30  or  4© 
years  ago  •,  but  perhaps  the  noble  Lord  has  fo  fully  made 
up  his  mind  that  he  requires  no  evidence  at  all,  and  he 
thliiKS  that  others  are  equally  iatisfied  upon  the  point  v/itli 
himfelf. 

No  man  on  earth  will  ever  fay  that  Slavery  Is  prefer¬ 
able  to  liberty  :  that  is  an  aiTertion  that  will  not  be  made  : 
but  there  may  be  matters  of  policy  where  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  confider  what  relates  to  ourfclves,  rather  than  to 
wander  into  remote  confequences  and  effects  upon  others  , 
and  confidering  the  interells  which  I  reprefent,  and  the 
dignity  of  thofe  perfons  whom  I  have  to"  defend,  I  trud: 
that  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  will  not  be  withheld 
upon  this  occafion.  The  noble  Lord  has  applied  the 
terms  robbers  and  murderers  to  thofe  who  carry  on  what 
he  calls  this  inhuman  traffic  ;  and  he  applies  the  terms  not* 
only  to  the  traders,  but  alfo  to  the  whole  Weft  Indies  and 
its  inhabitants.  They,  he  fays,  are  guilty  of  robbery  and 
murder.  Does  he  mean  to  fay  that  they  are  fo  devoid  of 
humanity  that  there  is  no  jiiftice  among  them  in  their 
treatment  of  the  Slaves  ;  that  they  have  no  regard  to  the 
diddates  of  mercy  The  rneafure  before  the  Houfe  is  of 
the  higheft  importance  ;  and  I  do  maintain  that  there 
never  was  a  fubjedl  of  fuch  magnitude  prefented  to  its  con- 
hderation,  where  fuch  a  want  of  candour  was  fliewn  on 
the  part  of  thofe  who  fupport  it. 

It  is  next  faid,  that  the  various  perfons  wdio  appeared 
at  your  bar  are  not  eompetent  witnefles,  as  being  iiiterefted 
in  the  decifon.  I  fhould  like  to  know  wffio  would  appear 
at  your  bar,  if  thofe  who  have  no  intereft  in  the  queftion 
ditl  not  come  forward  to  give  evidence  ?  The  noble  Lord 
however  had  not  candour  enough  to  admit  their  teftimony 
to  be  heard.  He  faid,  that  there  was  nothins^  to  be 
oftered  but  private  opinion,  and  at  the  fame  time  he  takes 
credit  for  his  candour.  Sir,  it  is  a  mere  mockery  of-tlie 
name. 

“  Then,  Sir,  tlic  noble  Lord  enters  into  calculations 
wliich  I  can  by  no  means  allow,  and  lie  proves  inferences 
wliich  I  conftds  I  am  not  mafter  of.  Perhaps  if  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  looking  into  Ins  packet  of  papers,  I  might 
be  able  to  anfwer  them  ;  but  at  orelent,  as  thev  are  not  on 
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the  table,  or  regularly  before  the  Houfe,  [Lord  Howick 
here  obfervcd  that  they  were  on  the  table,  and  before  the 
Houfe]  I  mull  coiifuier  them  only  as  nothing  better  than 
the  bare  alTertion  of  the  noble  Lord  ;  for  I  know,  indeed, 
uitcontrovertibly,  that  a  great  part  of  them  is  not  founded 
in  facl.  But  liiice  that  llatement  was  made,  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  obtain  information,  and,  without  troubling 
the  Houfe  by  going  into  it  now,  I  will  juil  prove  that 
thofe  aifertions  were  not  correcl.  I  do  not  deny  that  the 
exports  may  be  wlrat»the  noble  Lord  has  mentioned,  but 
I  deny  that  part  of  his  ftatement  wdrich  applies  to  the  trade 
of  Liverpool,  as  being  wholly  founded  on  miftake.  He 
fays,  that  in  one  year,  11^6  Blips  failed  from  that  port  to 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  that  in  the  next  year  only  eleven 
were  fitted  out  for  the  fame  deftination  :  but  I  rather 
imagine  that  the  noble  Lord  muft  have  omitted  the  figure 
I,  and  that  it  was  in  fa£l  1 1 1  Blips. 

But,  Sir,  is  this  queftion  to  be  tried  in  the  abftradl 
point  of  view  as  to  the  trade  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ? 
Material  as  it  is  with  regard  to  no  lefs  than  30,000  ton  of 
fliipping,  or  as  it  refpeefts  the  employment  of  no  lefs  than 
6000  feamen,  or  the  fate  of  a  capital  to  the  amount  of 
2,000,000  fterling ;  material  as  the  meafure  may  feem  as 
to  thefe  circumBiances  ;  yet,  in  comparifon  to  the  whole 
objedl  of  the  bill,  it  is  fuch  an  inferior  confideration  as 
fcarcely  to  be  worthy  of  notice,  as  hardly  to  deferve  a 
thought. 

The  noble  Lord  tried  all  in  his  power  to  prove  to 
the  Houfe,  that  to  the  Navy,  as  far  as  it  was  concerned, 
the  meafure  would  be  a  gain,  a  benefit,  and  not  a  difad- 
vantage.  And  hov/  did  he  do  this  ?  By  telling  you  of  the 
deaths  v/hich  occurred  among  the  failors  on  their  return 
home  from  a  voyage  to  the  coafl  of  Africa,  in  the  year 
1789.  But  if  the  noble  Lord  was  ignorant  on  this  fubje6l, 
why  did  he  not  confultthe  noble  Lord  in  the  other  Houfe, 
his  predeceffor  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  with  whom 
I  know  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  converfing  upon  many 
fubjecls  ?  He  did  not,  becaufe  be  knew  that  he  fhould 
obtain  information  which  he  would  be  unwilling  to  re¬ 
ceive  j  and  he  would  have  heard  that  there  were  now  few 
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jnfliances  where  the  actual  deaths  amounted  to  more  than 
three  out  of  each  loo  feamen. 

If  the  parties  before  the  Houfe  had  been  permitted  to 
call  their  witnelTes,  it  would  have  been  proved  to  the 
fatisfadlion  of  every  one,  that  there  were  no  more  deaths 
on  board  any  of  thefe  Slave  fhips  than  generally  fall  to  the 
lot  of  any  of  his  Majefty’s  men  of  war.  The  noble  Lord, 
however,  has  it  in  his  power  to  move  for  the  neceiTary 
documents  ;  and  they  would  determine  whether  the  alTer- 
tions  he  has  made,  or  the  fadls  I  have  hated  in  oppofition 
to  them,  are  corredf. 

The  noble  Lord  then  adverts  to  the  deficiency  of  po-» 
pulation  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  without  thinking  it 
neceflary  to  mention  his  authority,  he  ftates  that  the 
dilproportion  of  the  fexes  is  not  greater  than  two  to  one, 
inftead  of  four  or  five  to  one,  as  ftated  by  the  learned 
counfel.  Now  I  do  fay,  that  it  is  a  known  fadl,  that  the 
difproportion  is  to  the  extent  of  at  leaft  four  to  one,  if  not 
five  to  one ;  but  I  dare  fay,  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  call 
witnefics  to  prove  it,  the  noble  Lord  would  immediately 
rbjecf ,  and  I  ftiould  not  be  permitted  to  adduce  the  evi¬ 
dence. 

The  noble  Lord  then  proceeds  to  the  queftion  of 
emancipation.  The  prefent  fubjedf  has  now  been  under 
confideration  for  15  or  20  years,  and  the  Negroes  have 
had  fufficient  time  to  learn  that  the  African  Slave  Trade  is 
contrary  to  humanity;  and  if  an  infurredlion  were  to  take 
place,  it  would  be  from  the  eftedf  of  the  prefent  meafure  ; 
and  the  only  reafon  why  rebellion  has  not  ye^  appeared 
among  the  blacks,  is  becaufe  the  abolition  has  never  been 
cftedfed.  But  now  you  have  taken  care  to  declare,  in  the 
very  preamble  of  the  Bill,  that  the  African  Slave  Trade  is 
contrary  to  juftice,  humanity,  and  found  policy  ;  and  if 
a  French  officer  were  to  land  on  any  one  of  the  iflands  to 
induce  the  Haves  to  rife  againft  their  employers,  I  do  not 
know  words  more  fit  that  could  be  ufed  in  framing  the 
proclamation,  than  “  Whereas  the  African  Slave  Trade  is 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  juftice,  humanity,  and  found 
policy.’’  Nay,  the  efleT  of  this  preamble  will  be  almoft 
as  great  as  if  a  French  General  had  adlually  landed, 
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Und  had  placed  thefe  words  at  the  head  of  his  prock** 
mation. 

Next,  Sir,  the  noble  Lord  queftions  the  neceffity  of 
having  Slaves  at  all,  and  in  his  mature  judgment  he  thinks 
that  fomething  like  machinery  might  be  adopted  in  the 
place  of  at  lead:  a  part  of  the  Slaves.  However  this  may 
be,  it  (trikes*  me  as  a  mod:  extraordinary  circumflance  that 
the  planters,  during  all  their  experience,  (hould  never 
have  thought  of  this  fcheme  of  the  noble  Lord’s,  nor 
have  adopted  fo  admirable  a  plan  as  this  is  fuppofed 
to  be. 

‘‘  All  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  view  this 
moment  as  the  proper  time  for  carrying  this  meafure  into 
execution  ;  but  I  think,  and  1  hope  to  convince  the  Houfe, 
that  this  is  the  mod:  improper  period  at  which  it  could 
podably  take  place.  Will  any  man  tell  me,  notwithlland- 
ing  the  bold  unfupported  adertions  of  the  noble  Lord, 
refpe£ling  the  rigour  in  the  treatment  of  the  Slaves — 
which  he  cannot  prove,  and  therefore  will  not  permit  me 
to  difprove — that  the  trafdc,  as  carried  on  by  us,  is  not 
condudled  with  more  humanity  than  it  is  by  any  other 
country  concerned  in  it. 

Now  that  trade  which  you  throw  away  as  inhuman, 
France  and  other  nations  will  be  anxious  to  acquire,  and 
this  you  mud:  prevent  *,  you  mud  prevent  the  Slave  Trade 
from  being  carried  on  by  other  countries,  or  your  attempt 
at  abolition  is  worfe  than  vain.  It  is  a  fadb  too  well 
known  to  need  proof,  that  the  Portuguefe  are  fo  anxious 
to  learn  and  adopt  this  commerce,  that  they  have  adlually 
written  to  this  country  to  be  informed  what  diips  are 
mod  proper  to  caiTy  on  the  trade. 

But  befides  thefe  reafons  for  rejedling  the  meafure, 
the  bill  itfelf,  I  contend,  can  never  be  carried  into  effedl. 
It  would  be  impoffible  for  all  the  frigates  in  his  Majedy’^s 
navy,  without  the  concurrence  and  co-operation  of  the 
Colonies  and  Planters,  to  'prevent  the  introdudlion  of 
Slaves.  And  not  only  is  the  bill  defedlive  here,  but  it 
is  alfo  inefheient  in  other  refpedls ;  for  it  does  not  pro¬ 
hibit  the  introdudlion  of  Slaves  into  America. 

The  noble  Lord  gave  you  a  calculation  of  the  lofs 
which  would  be  fudained  by  the  abandonment  of  the 
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African  Slave  Trade;  and  I  believe  he  was  in  that 
flatement  in  a  degree  corredl ;  but  he  did  not  produce 
to  your  view  the  lofles  which  would  be  incurred  by  the 
colonies  from  the  adoption  of  this  meafure.  Let  us  for 
an  inftant  take  a  view  of  the  amount  of  the  property 
which  would  be  fwallowed  up  or  -thrown  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  The  value  of  thefe  colonies,  in  their 
prefent  Hate,  is  no  lefs  a  fum  than  000,000,  and  the 
debts  due  are  as  high  as  ^3,000,000,  while  the  annual 
profit  derived  to  this  kingdom  from  the  imports  from 
the  Weft  India  iilands,  is  at  Icaft  ■^10,000,000;  and  tlie 
lofs  of  this  immienfe  property  is  the  profpedl  we  have  in 
view  while  arguing  this  meafure.  But  the  noble  Lord, 
iiotwithftanding  all  this  evidence,  is  determined  upon  the 
bill  ;  while  at  the  fame  time  he  will  not  give  you  the 
leaft  information  refpeefing  the  aggregate  lofs  which  will 
inevitably  follow  its  adoption. 

Now,  Sir,  I  have  little  further  to  fay;  but  there  is  a 
doubt  with  me  upon  which  I  fliall  merely  touch,  and 
i  fhould  not  have  ventured  to  do  even  this,  had  it  not 
been  that  the  fubjedf  has  already  been  adverted  to.  I  very- 
much  doubt  how  far  your  legiflative  authority  can  extend 
fo  as  to  enadl  this  bill  to  be  carried  into  effedl  in  the 
'Weft  India  Colonies;  —  how  far  you  may  fay  to  the 
Planters,  “  You  have  had  enough,  you  fliall  receive  no 
more  Slaves.’’  We  have,  Sir,  feen  already  the  means  of 
fupplying  a  country  with  Negroes ;  yet  we  have  not  ex¬ 
perienced  the  metliod  of  obftrudling  and  preventing  com¬ 
pletely  thofe  fupplies. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  cultivation  of  Jamaica  has 
been  for  fome  time  principally  in  coft'ee,  the  produdlion 
of  which  requires  fewer  hands  than  is  nccelfary  when  the 
ground  is  brought  to  perfedlion  for  the  growth  of  the 
fugar  cane,  and  therefore  you  will  put  a  flop  to  all  im¬ 
provement;  it  is  impolfible  for  thefe  plantations  to  go  on, 
for  the  meafure  you  are  about  to  adopt  will  inevitably 
deftroy  them. 

“  "With  refpedl  to  the  emancipation  fo  much  talked  of, 
and  the  cfleclsof  wdneh  are  to  be  fo  happy  upon  the  ftate 
of  the  Colonies,  1  heartily  wifh  that  the  noble  Lord  may 
have  formed  juft  conclufions,  and  that  mine  may  be  erro¬ 
neous. 
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neous.  But  our  fituatlon  is  moft  tremendous.  The  loft 
of  the  colonies  may  be  the  confequence,  and  if  it  be,  the 
downfall  of  this  empire  will  furely  follow. 

As  an  humble  individual  I  have  prefumed  to  offer 
my  fentiments  to  the  Houfe,  not  with  the  hope  of  con¬ 
vincing,  but  merely  as  feeling  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  thofe 
whofe  interefts  I  reprefent.  All  I  venture  to  hope  is 
that  a  gradual  abolition  might  take  place.  In  this  way 
only  can  you  attain  your  end.  By  the  prefent  meafure 
you  are  injuring  moft  materially  the  fituation  of  your 
colonies,  and  you  tell  the  planters  in  the  fame  breath, 
Suffer  your  goods  and  your  favings  to  be  taken  away ; 
fuffer  your  property  to  be  fnatched  from  you,  for  you  do 
not  know  your  own  interefls.” 

I  do  hope  and  trufl  moll  heartily  that  my  apprehenh- 
ons  will  prove  unfounded,  if  they  do  I  (liall  rejoice  moft 
-fincerely;  but  I  do  fear  that  ere  twelve  months  have 
clapfed,  you  will  hear  accounts  at  leaf!;  of  difcontent  and 
confpiracy,  if  you  do  not  atlually  hear  of  open  un¬ 
bridled  infurredlion. — Before  that  period  has  expired  our 
difpatches  will  be  filled  with  tales  of  rapine  and  murder; 
we  fhall  hear  the  Slaves  exclaiming,  ‘‘  Blacks  be  no  more 
flaves,  why  we  be  flaves?^’ 

But  then,  fays  the  noble  Lord,  what  right  have  we  to 
make  thofe  bear  the  bondage  of  their  parents,  wdio  have 
been  born  under  the  proteclion  of  the  Britifh  Govern¬ 
ment;  a  d  though  this  meafure  is  but  the  abolition  of 
the  /rac//fy  it  may  lead  to  emancipation  in  the  gradual  lapfe 
of  time.  But,  Sir,  let  the  Houfe  refle(fl  for  a  moment 
upon  the  poffible  confequences  of  pafTing  this  bill.  I  do 
fay,  and  in  this  opinion  I  fliail  receive  fupport,  that  if 
there  be  a  method  of  obtaining  that  which  is  now  fou^^ht 
without  infuhing  the  feelings  of  the  Colonies,  that  method 
ought  to  be  adopted,  and  this  bill  ought  to  be  negatived. 
However,  Sir,  I  may  approve  of  the  firft  introdudlion  of 
Slavery,  it  is  nor  my  intention  to  offer  any  opinion  why  it 
fhould  now  exift,  but  tliis  I  muft  fay,  that  if  I  had  been 
alive  at  the  time  the  Slave  Trade  was  firft  adopted,  I 
flaould  moft  certainly  have  given  it  my  hearty  fupport^ 

^  but  as  the  prefent  ftep  is  to  be  the^prelimiinary  to  emanci¬ 
pation  itfelf,  before  we  fan6lion  it  with  our  confent  let 
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US  ferloufly  refle£l:  upon  thofe  confequences  by  which  it 
may  be  attended.  Do  not  let  us  fuppofe  that  the  evidence 
which  would  have  been  brought  to  your  bar,  or  that  the 
reafoning  employed  by  the  learned  Counfel,  is  but  a  mere 
mockery — and  not  really  founded  upon  fadls.  Let  us 
therefore  have  time  to  deliberate  cooly  before  we  adopt  a 
meafure,  the  confequences  of  v/liich  all  human  energy 
may  not  be  able  to  prevent  when  they  fliall  have  taken 
place,  but  which  a  little  forefight  may  avoid.” 

Mr.  Roscoe.  —  Before  I  give  my  vote  on  this  occa- 
fion  I  am  anxious  to  fatisfy  my  own  feelings,  and  in 
endeavouring  to  do  fo  I  lhall  at  the  fame  time  perform 
the  duty  I  owe  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  reprefent. 

Whatever  may  have  been  fuppofed  of  the  interefts 
or  inclination  of  that  corporation,  they  are  by  no  means 
unanimous  in  fupport  of  the  trade  *,  but  on  the  contrary, 
a  large  and  refpe(!d;able  body  have  voted  for  the  abolition, 
and  I  fhould  difappoint  their  wiflies  if  I  were  not  to  give 
my  fupport  to  this  bill.  After  the  long  and  attentive 
confideration  which  has  been  bellowed  on  this  fubje£l 
through  a  period  of  twenty  years  *,  after  the  difculTions 
refpedSing  it,  which  have  been  fo  often  repeated,  and  fo 
ably  condudled;  after  the  prefent  Bill  has  had  a  full  exa¬ 
mination  in  the  other  Houfe*,  and  after  the  zeal  and  ability 
with  which  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Howick)  has  now  in¬ 
troduced  the  quellion  to  your  regard  j  I  think  it  will  be 
wholly  unnecelLiry  for  me  to  enter  upon  any  general 
argument,  or  into  any  fliatement  of  minute  particulars. 

“  There  is  only  one  argument  which  I  will  ufe,  and  it 
is  fo  fimple  and  obvious  that  barely  to  mention  it  is  fufli- 
cient.  If  you  place  the  human  fpecies  like  any  other  fet 
of  beings,  in  a  fituation  of  comfort,  and  give  them  the 
common  necellaries  of  life,  from  the  eftablidied  law  of 
Nature  they  mull  progreflively  increafe;  and  it  is  only  by 
their  not  being  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  the  Slaves 
in  tlie  Weft  Indies  experience  fo  much  diftrefs  in  their 
prefent  flate.  But  by  the  pafiing  of  this  Bill  you  will  do 
a  great  and  eflential  good ;  for  you  will  inftantaneoufly 
ameliorate  the  fad  condition  of  the  Negroes  in  the  Weft 
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India  Iflands.  No  longer  will  the  maxim  that  it  is  better 
to  buy  than  to  breed  a  Slave,  be  imprelTed  upon  the  mind 
of  the  planter;  for  it  will  then  become  his  duty,  and  he 
will  find  it  alfo  his  intereft,  to  provide  for  his  own  necef- 
fities  by  fupplying  the  wants  of  his  Slave. 

‘‘  From  this  controuling  caufe  I  can  entertain  no  doubt 
but  that  by  a  moderate  improvement  of  the  fituation  of 
the  Negro,  the  population  ot  the  iflands  may  be  kept  up; 
and  I  can  difcern  none  of  thofe  detrimental  elFedls  which 
are  fo  much  apprehended.  On  the  contraiy  I  am  fan- 
guine  enough  to  believe  that  inftead  of  the  meafuie  being 
the  ruin  of  the  iflands,  it  will  prove  their  falvation,  and 
that  whatever  fears  may  be  entertained  by  thofe  concerned 
in  the  trade  it  will  ultimately  be  difcovered  to  be  the 
primary  foundation  of  their  true  wealth  and  profperity. 

“  In  the  confideration  of  this  quellion  it  is  impofiible 
not  to  advert  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  Africa.  Upon  that 
point  we  know.  Sir,  that  by  this  trade  we  have  contributed 
in  a  very  great  degree  to  promote  and  encourage  thofe 
dreadful  wars  by  which  that  continent  is  fo  frequently 
agitated.  We  know  that  v/e  have  done  fo,  by  fupplying 
them  with  the  neceflary  implements  of  dellrudlion;  that 
we  have  put  arms  into  their  hands  that  they  may  turn 
them  againft  their  fellow  creatures.  When,  Sir,  this  ne¬ 
farious  traffic  fiiall  be  put  an  end  to ;  when  it  fiiall  be  no 
more  their  intereft  to  deal  in  blood,  there  will  be  fome 
hope  of  peace  and  tranquility  being  reftored,  and  no 
doubt  that  country  itfelf  will  be  much  improved. 

W^ith  refpect  to  the  time  of  the  operation  of  this 
bill  very  different  opinions  might  be  entertained,  and  it 
has  been  the  idea  of  many  people,  and  among  the  reft,  of 
myfelf,  that  if  the  meafure  had  been  propofed  many  years 
ago  a  gradual  abolition  would  have  been  preferable.  It 
never,  Sir,  was  fuppofed  by  me,  that  tlie  trade  Ihould  be 
continued  to  be  carried  on  a  year  or  a  day  againft  the 
happinefs  of  the  Africans,  becaule  private  intereft  was 
concerned,  or  becaufe  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who 
were  engaged  in  the  traffic;  but  before  we  fandtion  a 
meafure  of  this  extenfive  and  important  nature,  it  ap¬ 
peared  neceflary  that  we  fhould  weigh  it  with  all  poffible 
caution, 
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^  I  will  endeavour,  r,  to  (late  tlie  view  which  I  enter-* 
tamed  on  this^  lubje^St.  From  the  great  length  o*^  time 
which  is  occupied  in  bringing  the  Slaves  from  the  inte¬ 
rior  of  Africa,  I  thought  that  if  this  tradic  were  fud- 
denly  ftopped,  tiere  might  be  great  danger  of  a  malTacre 
of  thofe  upon  the  coafl  who  had  been  brought  there  for 
fale.  I  made  etiquiries  to  fatisfy  my  mind  upon  this 
point,  and  I  found  that  the  Slaves  often  came  down  in 
large  bodies,  and  if  no  fliips  appeared,  or  no  opportunity 
offered  of  difpofing  of  them  by  fale,  it  might  be  followed 
by  foine  dreadiul  confequences. 

Feeling  anxiety  from  this  caufe  I  enquired  what 
time  would  be  necefTiry  in  order  to  apprize  the  native 
dealers  of  the  abolition  of  the  trade;  and  I  was  told  that 
fix  or  nine  months  might  be  fuilicient.  I  think;  then  that 
the  time  limited  in  the  prefent  bill  will  be  a  period  fufFi- 
ciently  ample  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  thefe  maila- 
cres  on  the  coaif,  and  therefv)re  as  a  friend  to  the  gradual 
abolition  of  this  trade,  conlidering  the  length  of  time 
during  wliich  the  quellion  has  been  agitated  in  parliament, 
and  the  time  which  is  yet  to  expire  before  the  bill  is  to  be 
carried  into  operation,  I  do  mold  heartily  accede  to  the 
meadire. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  one  more  obfervation  which  I 
have  to  make,  and  it  refpeCLS  the  queffion  of  Compenfa- 
tion.  V/e  are  not,  Sir,  in  our  confuleration  of  this  point, 
to  confine  ourfelves  to  the  narrow  principle  of  compenfa- 
tion  to  one  fide  only.  Julfice,  Sir,  is  due  to  all  parties, 
and  we  mud  not  bind  ourfelves  within  luch  limits  ai 
would  permit  us  only  to  confider  thofe  who  are  con- 
needed  with  us  under  the  fame  government  and  laws. 
We  mufl  not  only  confider  them;  but  we  mufl  alfo  re¬ 
member  that  jullite'e  is  due  to  the  injured  fons  of  Africa, 
who  have  fo  long  fuffered  the  molt  wretched  llavery,  from 
our  avarice  and  ambition.  It  would  be  indeed  the  very 
height  of  injuftice  and  wlckednefs  to  permit  this  com¬ 
merce  to  be  condudted  at  the  expence  of  the  lives  and 
liberiies  of  the  inhabiiants  of  Africa  for  the  paltry  con¬ 
temptible  advantages  which  individual  might  derive  from 
it.  I  do,  Sir,  howevm*  trull  and  hope  that  the  time  will 
come  when  thofe  parties  who  lhall  really  be  injured  by 
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the  operation  of  the  bill  will  appear  before  this  Houfe  to 
receive  fuch  damages  as  they  may  be  able  to  prove  them- 
felves  entitled  to. 

‘‘  But,  Sir,  there  is  a  compenfation  of  a  better  and  a 
higher  nature  of  which  I  hope  the  country  v/ill  not  be 
difappointed;  I  mean  the  application  -of  the  capitals  now 
engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade  in  fome  extenfive  and  ho¬ 
nourable  purfult,  adapted  to  the  adlive  genius  of  this 
commercial  nation.  In  the  fituation  in  which  we  now 
hand,  charged  with  heavy  taxes,  and  a  burthenfome  ex¬ 
penditure,  it  is  natural  for  the  people  of  this  ifland  to 
look  to  every  htuation  by  winch  that  expenditure  may  be 
fupported.  It  is  natural  for  them  to  extend  their  view  to 
all  fides,  to  look  to  the  eaft  and  to  the  well;  and  I  truil 
that  the  merchants  injured  by  this  meafure  will  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  general  confideration  of  the  effedfs  of  the 
prefent  bill,  and  be  amply  repaid  for  the  lofs  which  they 
may  fuftaiu  by  the  abolition  of  the  African  Trade,  by 
opening  to  th«m  other  fources  of  commerce.  We  mult 
unite  our  endeavours  to  promote  this  dehrable  objedl',  and 
we,  mult  oppofe  the  great  continental ’  refourcos  of, our 
formidable  enemy  by  our  van  colonial  power.  It  feems 
to  me  that  the  fate  of  ihe  empire  is  fo  wound  up  with 
our  foreign  poTeffions  that  we  cannot  be  too  attentive  to 
thofe  prudent  maxims  of  policy  by  which  they  would  be 
preferved. 

I  will  not,  Sir,  trTpafs  further  upon  the  time  of  the 
Houfe 5  I  have  fpent  my  vrhole  life  in  the  town  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  and  for  thirty  years  I  have  never  ceafed  to  oppofe 
this  nefarious  tradicj  and  I  confider  it  to  be  the  greateft 
happinefs  and  the  moll  fatisfadlory  event  of  my  exiilence, 
that  I  am  on  this  important  occafion  to  join  not  only  wdth 
the  friends  of  juhiee  and  humanity,  but  with  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  found  policy,  in  putting  a  period  to  the  African 
Slave  Tirade. 

Mr.  Lushington.  —  “  One  of  the  nearePc  connedlions 
I  have  in  the  world,  has  a  great  interefl  in  this  important 
quellion  :  yet  whatever  may  be  the  concern  which  thofe 
I  love  mofl  may  have  in  it,  when  I  re^d  in  the  preamble 
of  the  bi.'l  that  the  Slave  Trade  is  inconfillent  with  juftice, 
humanity,  and  found  policy ,  admitting  this  to  be  a 
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correct  {latement  of  the  fa6t,  I  can  have  no  option  whether 
to  preferve  or  abandon  the  trade  ;  for,  Sir,  I  have  never 
been  accuflomed  to  balance  the  focial  duties  of  juhice  and 
humanity  againft  the  commercial  eitimates  of  exports  and 
imports. 

1  flia]]  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  very  few  words,  and 
the  hrft  topic  to  wdiich  I  fhall  advert,  regards  the  popu¬ 
lation.  One  of  the  learned  counfel  wdio  addrefled  yoi^ 
from  the  bar  (iVlr.  Dallas)  Hated*  the  proportion  of  males 
and  females  to  be  as  four  to  five  of  the  former  to  one  of 
the  latter.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  perfeflly  regular 
to  comment  on  what  the  learned  counfel  have  faid  at  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  of  i.ords;  but  there  the  comparative 
proportion  v/as  given  as  five  to  tliree.  It  is  a  little  fingu- 
iar,  that  in  a  queftion  of  tins  confequence,  the  gentlemen 
were  not  more  uniform  in  the  inftruffions  they  gave  to 
their  advocates. 

[The  honourable  Member  here  cited  a  paffage  from 
the  work  of  a  profefTor  of  Peteriburg,  illuftrative  of  the 
quefcion  on  progreihve  population,  under  the  circum- 
fiance  of  a  ga'cat  dirproportion  of  the  fexes.  He  then 
proceeded.] 

“  1  fullv  agree  with  thofe  who  think,  that  pafiing  this 
afl  wall  lead  tliC  Planters  to  be  more  attentive  to  fome  of 
their  moil  importaiit  inten  fis.  1  am  of  opinion,  that  in 
fome  of  the  illands  wmich  arc  moil  deficient  in  cultivation, 
as  Trinidad,  the  returns  will  not  be  fo  great  as  if  the  im¬ 
portation  of  Negrpes  were  continued.  There  fome  lofs 
may  be  fuftained,  but  thofe  adventurers  who  have  en¬ 
gaged  in  recent  fpeculations,  have  not  the  claims  upon  us 
to  which  the  old  cllablifhed  colonifts  are  entitled. 

The  Houfe  will  permit  me  to  lay  a  lew  words  on  a 
fubjefl  wliicli  has  been  treated  with  great  ability  by  the 
noble  Lord  (Howick),  and  which  has  fmee  attraHed  fome 
obfervations  from  the  honourable  General;  I  mean  the 
tendency  of  tins  trade  as  it  aflccls  our  Colonies.  In 
anfwer  to  the  remark  made  by  the  noble  Lord  on  the  evL 
deuce  which  has  been  adduced  on  this  fubjeH,  the  hono¬ 
rable  General  aiTinned  that  there  exilled  no  fatisfaftory 
teflimony.  But  arc  not  all  the  fafts  in  evidence  before  the 
Houfe  A  variety  of  perfons  have  been  examined  here, 
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and  their  details  have  been  compared  with  the  mufler-rolls 
of  the  fliips.  Out  of  5000  men  engaged  in  the  Slave  " 
Trade,  it  appears  that  1120  were  on  the  dead  lift,  and 
that  many  more  were  broken  clown  and  difabled.  We 
read  of  men  in  this  fervice  being  brought  to  a  captain  of  a 
man  of  war,  who  complained,  that  they  offered  wretches 
unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  navigation  *,  and  a  medical  gentle¬ 
man  tells  us,  that  nine  out  of  ten  were  rendered  abfolutely 
unfit  for  duty.  Sir,  if  I  were  to  go  into  the  examination 
of  the  number  of  our  brave  men  who  have  been  facrificed 
during  the  iaft  twenty-five  years,  it  would  be  eafy  to  ftiew, 
that  the  diminution  was  greater  than  the  whole  aggregate 
lots  in  all  our  other  fervices  put  together. 

“  Sir,  the  caufes  of  fickneis  and  death  are  inherent  in. 
this  trade  5  and  whatever  may  have  been  the  Icgiflative 
regulations  applied  to  it,  no  acf  can  alter  it,  until  the 
ftatutes  of  your  Parliament  can  change  the  nature  and 
conftitution  of  human  beings.  In  beating  about  on  the 
paffage,  the  failors  are  expoled,  without  covering,  to  all 
the  inclemencies  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  this  is  one  great 
fource  of  mortality. 

“  The  difpofition  of  men  to  enter  into  this  fervice  has 
been  mifreprefented.  It  is  not  a  trade  the  hazards  of 
which  failors  are  willing  to  encounter,  if  they  can  avoid  it. 
In  this  fervice  the  wages  are  from  35  to  40  fliillino-s  per 
month,  when  in  others,  they  are  only  from  30  to  35^  But 
there  is  dill  another  difference  unfavourable  to  the  manners 
on  board  African  ftnps.  Under  the  articles  of  agreement, 
the  captains  are  allowed  more  authority,  and  exercife 
greater  feverity,  than  they  can  do  in  other  fituations.  A 
Gentleman  on  the  other  fide  obferved,  that  the  failors  are  fo 
anxious  to  cjuit  the  Slave  fliips,  that  they  ‘wnll  fwim  through 
Iharlcs  to  obtain  accefs  to  the  fliips  of  war  on  the  Weft 
Indian  ftation.  Confider,  then,  what  tlie  nature  of  this 
feivice  muft  be,  what  a  deteftation  they  muft  have  of  it, 
cfpecially  when  you  recollecf,  that  the  confequence  of 
their  forfaking  the  fhlp  often  is,  that  they  forfeit  all  their 
wages,  all  tncir  earnings  in  tne  hard  fervices  in  which 
they  have  been  enpged.  Inftead  of  the  ofticers  of  his 
Majefty’s  navy  being  difpofed  to  continue  this  trade,  I 
Ihould  rather  have  thought,  that  they  would  have  called 
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Upon  you  to  relieve  them  from  It,  as  it  is  attended  vrith 
fuch  a  prodigious  wade  of  the  feamen,  neceiiary  to  the 
fupport  of  our  marine. 

“  I  will  not  trouble  the  Houfe  any  longer,  I  will  only 
fay,  that  whatever  may  be  the  conducl  of  Portugal,  or 
of  any  other  country  which  may  have  facilities  for  the 
profecution  of  this  trade,  let  us  not  continue  a  fpecies  of 
commerce,  inconfident  with  every  principle  of  juftice  and 
humanity.” 

Mr.  Fawkes. — I  feel  myfelf  compelled  to  invite  your 
attention  to  fulfil  what  I  confider  to  be  the  mod  facred  of 
all  duties.  Sir,  this  trade  has  condantly  received  from 
me  all  the  oppolition  which  a  humble  individual,  like  my- 
feif,  could  diredf  againd  it,  and  to  contribute  to  its  fall, 
by  my  fuffrage,  on  this  important  occafion,  will  be  matter 
of  pride  and  exultation  to  me  to  the  iated  moment  of  my 
life. 

“  In  the  cenfideration  of  this  quedlon,  the  condition 
cf  Africa  is  not  to  be  negledled,  and  we  are  naturally  led 
to  advert  to  her  date,  by  conhdering  the  mode  and  cir- 
cumdances  under  which  the  unhappy  vldlims  of  this  com¬ 
merce  are  obtained.  Fhe  miferies  of  fava-e  life  are  in¬ 
deed  fufliciently  deplorable,  if  half  the  calamities  of  which 
we  have  heard,  are  attendant  upon  it.  Indead  of  aug¬ 
menting  this  wretchednefs,  to  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
nature,  they  are  expofed,  it  was  our  duty  to  have  foftened, 
or  to  have  removed  them. 

Sir,  it  is  faid,  that  the  wars  of  Africa  are  not  our 
own,  and  that  they  are  the  neceffary  confequence  of  the 
diforgaiiized  date  of  that  continent.  I  am  not  perfectly 
convinced  of  the  corredlnefs  of  this  obfervatlon,  yet  that 
wars  can  be  wholly  prevented,  either  in  civilized  or  un¬ 
civilized  countries,  mud  be  the  dream  only  of  a  vifionary. 
That  wars  diould  be  promoted  for  the  purpofes  of  avarice, 
is  a  refledion  mod  opprelfive  to  our  feelings.  Are  we 
to  add  fuel  to  tlie  pafTions  which  are  fo  adive  in  didiirb- 
ing  the  repofe  of  mankind  ;  and  can  we  doubt  of  the  fad, 
that  hodiliiles  are  encouraged,  to  anfwer  the  defigns  of 
this  trade,  when  we  fee  the  horrid  fpedacle  of  tlie  have 
merchant  hovering  in  the  feat  of  the  contending  armies, 
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to  purcliafe  thofe  of  the  fame  nature  with  hlmfelf,  in  order 
to  confign  them  to  hopelefs  captivity  ? 

Numerous  are  the  artifices  by  which  the  melancholy* 
vidtims  of  this  trade  are  feduced.  In  fome  cafes  they  are 
tempted  to  beaftJy  intoxication,  and  are  firft  deprived  of 
their  reafon,  and  then  of  their  liberty.  The  facility  which 
our  fupinenefs  has  aflhrded  to  thofe  who  are  engaged  in 
this  nefarious  traffic,  has  led  to  great  enormity.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  the  refpedl;  a  man  has  entertained  for  the 
facred  inftitutions  of  his  country;  when  removed  to  a 
diftance  from  the  tribunals  wdiere  the  law  is  adminiftered, 
he  too  often  ftifles  the  generous  emotions  of  his  confcience 
and  a  degradation  of  mind  enfues  with  the  defeription  of 
which  it  is  not  my  intention  to  excite  the  painful  impref- 
fions  of  the  fenfibillty  of  the  Houfe. 

'  But  the  vaft  diminution  of  the  human  fpecies  occa- 
fioned  in  the  purfuit  of  this  trade,  demands  the  moft  ferious 
attention.  You  have  heard  enough  of  thofe  ‘  floating 
dungeons  in  which  health  and  life  are  facrificed  ;  you  have 
heard  enough  of  that  violence  by  which  the  natives  of 
Africa  are  forced  from  their  families,  from  their  friends, 
and  from  their  country ;  and  when  I  am  appealing  to  a 
Britifli  affiembly  on  thefe  adls  of  aggreffion  and  of  atrocity, 
I  know  that  I  am  addreffing  a  tribunal  where  all  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  jufhice  and  humanity  are  recognized. 

Sir,  it  is  by  diftinguifliing  infulated  tranfadfions,  that 
we  bring  a  fubjedf  of  a  general  nature  home  to  the  heart 
and  to  the  underftanding  of  man,  and  revive  in  him  the 
generous  fympathies  of  his  nature.  Let  us  attend  an  un¬ 
happy  Negro  after  the  palTage  to  the  Well  Indies,  during 
which  all  his  feelings  have  been  outraged,  and  fuppofe 
him  landed  in  our  colonies.  He  has  there  to  endure  a 
beaftly  expofure,  his  ftrength  and  proportions  are  to  be  ex¬ 
amined,  and  being  configned  over  to  the  beft  bidder,  he  is 
crouded  with  the  reft  of  the  Slaves,  and  contemplated  by 
his  mafter  with  no  more  refpedl  than  the  inanimate  move¬ 
ables  of  his  eftabliftiment ;  and  he  has  fcarcely  any  other 
la\v  but  the  will  of  his  proprietor.  Is  it  poffible  to  con¬ 
ceive  a  fyftem  more  pernicious  both  to  the  fuperior  and 
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?ind  terminates  in  murder  ?  Sir,  I  truH  they  will  not^  1 
believe  they  have  dlfcovered  that  it  is  high  time  the  arm  of 
the  Slave  J  raders  fliould  be  arreibed,  and  that  they  fhculd 
be  taught,  that  to  attain  the  reward  of  opulence,  they  mulb 
pratfife  humanity,  dhat  barbarity  of  the  moft  fhocking 
delcription  has  been  exerciied,  is  an  unquelfionable  fa6f, 
unlels  the  evidence  on  your  table  be  an  artful  fabrication. 

d  oil  will  believe,  Sir,  that  the  greateft  inconfiftencies 
can  be  attempted  to  be  reconciled  in  argument,  hnce  you 
heard  the  other  niglit  that  the  condition  of  the  Slave  in  the 
eft  Indies  is  equal  to  that  of  the  Englifli  peafant.  Shall 
I  hear  from  the  gentlemen  learned  in  the  law,  who  have 
prefented  themfelves  at  your  bar,  that  they  podefs  the  in¬ 
valuable  privilege  of  trial  by  jury  Shall  I  hear  from  the 
molh  fanguine  advocates  of  the  trade,  that  they  have  the 
clioice  of  their  employers;  that  they  can  exchange  a  cruel 
perfeeutor  for  a  gentle  and  generous  mailer  ;  that  they  have 
a  law  indexibly  juft,  which  knows  no  diftimftion  of  perfons ; 
and,  above  all,  Sir,  that  they  have  the  patriotic  feeling  which 
throbs  in  the  bofom  of  every  Engliftnnan,  when  he  liftens 
to  the  name  of  his  country  Alas,  Sir,  thefe  are  bleflings 
they  can  never  enjoy.  Let  thofe  who  talk  of  the  happy 
condition  of  Negroes  offer  that  the  difeontented  part  of 
them  ftmuld  be  conveyed  to  a  place  of  freedom  at  the  pub¬ 
lic  charge.  Do  they  think  that  one  or  tw^o  worthlefs 
members  only  of  this  fraternity  would  accept  the  propofal.f’ 
Sir,  if  fuch  a  propofition  w^re  made  to  them,  the  whole 
Britifli  navy  would  be  furcharged  with  the  vaft  burthen. 

“  With  regard  to  the  queftion  of  expediency,  it  has 
been  argued  wdth  fo  much  ability  by  a  noble  Lord  that 
I  fliall  not  think  it  necelfary  to  requeft  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  any  thing  I  have  to  fuggeft,  as  to  that  particular. 

Among  the  ftrange  notions  that  have  been  promul¬ 
gated,  it  has  been  faiil  that  the  holy  feriptures  countenance 
flavery.  Such  an  aftertion  appears  to  me  to  be  a  manifeft 
abfurdity.  Can  any  ferious  mind  entertain  the  idea  that 
that  Being  wdio  came  into  the  wmrld  to  fave  finners,  could 
fanclion  by  his  precepts,  or  by  his  example,  a  fyftem  wdiich 
produces  the  very  enormities  he  appeared  amongft  mankind 
to  prevent.  If  any  thing  fo  contrary  to  the  purity  of  his 
iiHturC)  and  to  the  benignity  of  his  attributes,  had  been 
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introduced  into  tliofe  volumes  which  we  have  fo  long  held 
facred,  it  would  tend  to  llrip  the  gofpel  of  its  truth,  and 
to  rob  mankind  of  their  hopes. 

‘‘  Shall  we  have  the  mortihcation  to  fee,  after  fo  many 
fhruggles  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
moil  wretched  of  the  fpecies,  that  ilavery  is  to  be  tolerated, 
nay,  is  to  be  admired,  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  Whatever  may  be  the  changes  of  time,  what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  accidents  of  life,  whatever  may  be  the 
tricks  and  expedients  to  obfcure  truth.  Slavery  will  always 
expofe  her  native  deformity  :  to  ufe  the  language  of  an 
admired  writer,  ‘  Still,  Slavery,  difguife  thee  as  thou  wilt, 
flill  thou  art  a  bitter  draught ;  and  though  thoufands  may 
have  been  made  to  taile  of  thee,  thou  art  not  lefs  bitter 
on  that  account/ 

Sir,  a  benevolent  Providence  has  diredled  the  progrefs 
of  man  to  civilization,  by  flow  and  blent,  but  by  certain 
fiieps.  This  improved  ftate  of  fociety  may  be  obilrudled 
by  wars,  and  a  variety  of  other  caufes,  interfering  with 
focial  intercourfe- and  liappinefs.  It  is  our  duty  not  to 
fruftrate,  but  to  co-opcrate  with  the  intentions  of  that 
good  and  great  Being,  and  inPicad  of  interfering  with  his 
defigns,  we  ought  to  have  broken  the  fetters  of  the  African, 
and  to  have  facilitated  his  advance  towards  that  hate  of 
enjoyment  of  which  our  nature  is  capable. 

‘‘  Before  I  fit  down,  I  am  impelled  by  every  fentiment 
of  duty  and  gratitude  to  fay  fomething  exprenive  of  my 
fentiments  to  that  honourable  friend  of  mine,  who  has  fo 
long,  and  fo  ably  fupported  this  caufe.  The  induftry  and 
ability,  the  patience  and  the  fpirit,  with  which  he  has  ad¬ 
vocated  the  rights  of  humanity,  will  raife  a  monument  to 
his  memory. 

‘  Quod  non  imber  edax,  non  Aquilo  impotens 
Poilit  diruere,  aut  innuinerabilis 
Annorum  feries,  et  fuga  temporum.’ 

“  There  is  no  one  who  congratulates  that  honourable 
member  with  more  fatisfadlion  than  I  do  oir  the  occafioii 
of  the  glorious  vidlory,  in  fo  eminent  a  degree  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  his  own  perfeverance  and  fortitude. 

“  Sir,  it  is  not  impofhble  that  v/e  may  have  to  contend 
for  the  liberty  of  England  on  Engiifli  ground,  and  while 

E  2  wt 


^ -  •r=- 


we  are  expofecl  to  thefe  conflids,  let  us  by  the  purity,  the 
integrity,  and  the  humanity  of  our  own  condud,  prepare 
ouifelves  for  the  encounter;  at  leafl,  let  us  not  go  forth 
to  battle  with  the  feeling  of  the  wrongs  of  Africa  on  our 
confcience.  Let  it  not  be  faid  that  the  cries  of  Africa  were 
heard  and  her  injuries  were  not  redrelTed.  Let  us  atone 
for  the  miferies  which  this  inaufpicious  period  has  brought 

upon  us  by  performing  this  fplendid  a61:  of  beneficence 
and  mercy.’’ 

General  Gascoign  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Lord  Mahon. — I  have  not,  Sir,  the  prefumption  to 
fuppofe  that  I  can,  by  what  I  fhall  fay,  add  any  thing  to 
what  has  been  fo  ably  and  eloquently  ftated  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  opened  the  debate  ;  and  I  fliould  not  have  this 
night  offered  myfelf  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  were  it 
not  that  I  feel  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  myfelf  to  give  my  opinion 
on  the  mod  interefting  topic  that  perhaps  was  ever  agitated 
within  thefe  walls. 

In  whatever  light,  or  under  whatever  circumftances, 
this  queftion  may  be  viewed  ;  or  whatever  variety  of  no¬ 
tions  may  have  been  exprelled  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  I 
can  entertain  but  one  feeling;  my  mind  can  be  occupied 
by  but  one  opinion  upon  the  fubjed  under  difcuffion. 
VVithout  adverting  to  public  opinion  or  popular  fentiment 
upon  the  evidence  which  is  before  the  Houfe,  there  is  there 
exhibited  fuch  a  pidure  of  the  miferies  endured  by  our 
fellow-creatures  who  are  the  fubjeds  of  the  trade,  that  I 
conceive  it  a  duty  which  I  can  never  forego  to  endeavour 
by  every  means  in  my  power  to  alleviate  their  fufferings. 
The  teflimony  already  upon  the  table  has  fully  eflablifhed 
the  pradice  in  this  traffic  of  every  cruelty  that  the  human 
mind  can  conceive.  We  trace  the  unhappy  Negro  dragged 
from  his  home  into  a  Slave-fhip,  and  from  a  Slave-fhip 
conduded  to  a  dihant  country,  where  he  is  not  only 
treated  with  contempt  and  ignominy,  but  with  harflmefs 
ihul  barbarity.  But,  Sir,  if  thefe  cruelties  were  not  ac¬ 
tually  pradifed,  if  thefe  enormities  did  not  in  reality  exifl, 
it  is  a  fiilficicnt  ground  for  confenting  to  the  prefent  mea- 
fure,  that  he  wears  the  bonds  of  fiavery.  But  that  they  do 
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exlfl,  not  a  doubt  can  be  entertained.  That  they  are  tora 
from  all  the  endearments  of  the  domeftic  circle  ;  that  they 
are  fnatched  from  all  the  happinefs  of  focial  intercourfe, 
and  call  into  the  fathomlefs  gulph  of  mifery,  no  one  can 
attempt  to  deny. 

‘‘  If  we  a£l  upon  that  great  and  extenfive  moral  prin¬ 
ciple,  of  doing  to  others  as  we  would  wifli  that  they  fliould 
do  to  us,  decreed  from  fuch  high  authority,  not  a  member 
of  the  Houfe  can  for  a  moment  entertain  a  doubt  refpe61;ing 
the  propriety  of  the  adoption  of  this  meafure.  The  deci- 
fion  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  will  be  recorded  on  the  page 
of  hiftory,  and  will  be  handed  down  to  the  latell  pollerity 
as  one  of  the  mod  glorious  events  in  the  annals  of  the 
world. 

That  this  traffic  is  contrary  to  the  didfates  of  huma¬ 
nity  and  to  the  lirft  principles  of  jufliice  is  mod  obvious; 
and  I  call  upon  the  Houfe  mod  earnedly,  in  the  name  of 
fuffering  humanity,  in  the  name  of  injur.ed  nature,  and  in 
the  names  of  the  unfortunate  Negroes,  to  dop  the  career 
of  cruelty  and  barbarity.  That  this  trade  is  contrary  to 
the  foundations  of  found  policy  is  equally  clear,  and  upon 
that  point,  we  have  not  only  the  evidence  to  be  derived 
from  our  own  obfervation  ;  but  we  have  alfo  the  tedimony 
in  its  favor  of  that  great  man  of  whom  it  is  impoffible  to 
fpeak  but  in  terms  of  the  highed  admiration  and  refpe6l 
for  his  known  and  well-tried  integrity,  and  for  his  mod 
tranfcendent  abilities.  And  we  may  venture,  without  he- 
fitation,  to  declare,  that  more  fhocking  indances  of  tyranny, 
oppredion,  and  injudice,  have  exilled  in  no  nation  under 
the  fun  than  are  the  fruits  of  this  detedable  trade.  Upon 
what  foundation  can  we  prefume  to  alk  for  the  adidance 
and  prote61:ion  of  God,  while  we  witnefs  fuch  fcenes  of 
didrefs  and  mifery  without  emotion.  VV  e  can  never  hope 
to  receive  from  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  princes,  who  de¬ 
cides  the  fate  of  empires,  who  can  either  exalt  to  the 
highed  degree  of  human  grandeur,  or  in  the  moment  of 
his  wrath  cruffi  us  beneath  his  foot,  if  we  dill  continue  to 
countenance  this  trade,  or  longer  witnefs  unmoved  the 
unhappinefs  of  our  fellow-beings.” 


Lord 
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Lord  Milton.  [We  are  forry  to  fay,  that  his  Lordfliip 
addrelfed  the  chair  in  fo  low  a  tone,  that  we  found  it  ex- 

trcmely  difficult,  in  the  gallery,  to  colledl  a  few  particulars 
of  his  fpeech.] 

This  iubjedf  has  occupied  the  attention  of  Parliament 
foi  many  years,  and  I  hope  will  at  lall  be  decided  in  a 
way  honourable  to  the  country.  The  arguments  employed 
by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  have  not  had  the  effedf 
on  my  mind  they  were  intended  to  produce  on  the  Houfe  : 
inflead  of  leading  me  to  approve  of  the  continuance  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  they  have  added  to  my  views  of  the  policy  of 
its  abolition. 

‘‘  It  has  been  faid.  Sir,  that  the  population  of  the  blacks 
in^  the  Weft  Indies  cannot  be  kept  up,  without  the  import¬ 
ations  which  it  is  the  objedt  of  tliis  bill  to  prevent.  I  am 
leady  to  admit,  that  In  the  prefent  condition  of  the  Slaves, 
in  which  the  benevolent  intentions  of  nature  are  obftrudted, 
this  defedt  is  one  among  the  many  injurious  confequences 
of  fuch  a  fituation  ;  but  I  cannot  believe  that  any  country 
which  the  Almighty  has  created  is  fo  curfed,  as  not,  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  events,  to  be  competent  to  provide  for 
its  own  population. 

‘‘ An  honourable  General  (Gasgoign)  fays,  that  the 
women  in  St.  Helena  are  not  expofed  to  the  fame  feverity 
of  labour  as  they  are  in  the  Well  India  Colonies  ;  and  on 
this  ground  he  explains  the  increafing  population  in  that 
fettlement.  Here,  at  lead,  he  has  afforded  an  argument, 
not  only  againfl  the  correHnefs  of  his  own  facTs,  but 
againfl  the  propriety  of  his  own  conclufions  *,  and  he  has 
lurnifhed  us  with  an  additional  motive  for  expelling,  that 
when  proper  care  ffiall  be  taken  of  the  Slaves  in  the  iflands, 
there,  as  well  as  in  every  other  country  in  the  world,  the 
population  will  be  fupported. 

“  Among  the  authorities  that  have  been  cited,  I  am 
mofl  of  all  afloniffied,  that  any  gentlemen  ffiould  refer  to 
the  Scriptures,  as  if  they  afforded  any  argument  in  vindi¬ 
cation  of  this  trade. 

No  one  acquainted  with  the  bleffings  of  civilization, 
with  that  locial  intercourfe  which  fubfiils  between  man 
and  man,  in  the  moft  improved  condition  of  foclety,  will 
look  merely  to  the  Weil  Indies,  and  the  date  of  the  blacks 
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in  thofe  Colonies,  to  afcertain  the  evils  attendant  upon  this  ( 

trade  :  he  will  attend  to  the  Continent  of  Africa,  and  he 
will  fee  there  how  greatly  the  progrefs  of  civilization  is 
impeded  by  the  adlive  infhruments  of  this  commerce.  Sir, 

1  am  not  one  of  thofe  who  can  balance  between  juftice 
and  profit.  I  would  have  juftice  fupported,  and  humanity 
regarded,  whatever  might  be  the  eonfequences  refulting 
from*  the  fulhiment  of  thefe  imperious  duties 5  and  whatever 
may  be  the  advantages  the  Liverpool  merchants  derive 
from  the  trade,  I  have  no  hefitation  in  declaring  that  it 
ought  to  be  immediately  aboliflied.^ 

“  A  friend  of  mine,  now  no  more,  whom*  I  am  proud  to 
have  known,  recommended  thefe  principles  to  my  early 
youth ;  it  is  a  valuable  legacy  that  he  has  left  me,  and 
feeling  ftrongly  from  the  recolleiSlion  of  his  virtues,  and 
of  his  energies  employed  in  this  great  caiife,  1  fliould  not 
difcharge  the  duty  I  ow^e  to  his  memory  and  to  my  country, 
if  I  did  not  lift  up  my  voice  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of 
this  trade.’’ 

Mr.  Bathurst. — I  liave  been  anxious.  Sir,  to  catch 
your  eye  to  exprefs  my  feelings  on  the  prefent  quehion, 
becaufe  I  do  not  coincide  in  opinion  with  thofe  gentlemen 
who  have  already  fpoken  on  this  fubjedf.  The  manner  in 
wdiich  the  noble  Lord  who  opened  the  debate  has  condudled 
this  difcuffion  has  relieved  me  in  common  with  the  reft  of 
its  members  from  great  difficulty.  Lie  has  truly  ftated 
that  at  this  time  cf  day  the  queftion  under  confuieration  is 
not  whether  the  African  Slave  Trade  is  a  traffic  to  be  en¬ 
couraged  and  promoted  by  this  country.  That  topic 
indeed  w^as  at  one  time  introduced  into  debate,  but  it  has 
long  ceafed  to  be  a  matter  of  difcuffion  within  thefe  walls; 
and  it  is  now  a  general  opinion  to  which  every  body 
agrees  that  it  is  a  commerce  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
juftice,  humanity,  and  found  policy,  and  which  ought  not 
to  be  fuft'ered  to  exift.  The  fubjecl  therefore  is  now  re¬ 
duced  to  this  point,  whether  or  not  it  can,  wdth  fafety, 
with  any  probability  of  fuccefs  be  aboliflied  :  that,  Sir,  is 
the  fimple  point  which  is  now  at  iffiue. 

“  The  arguments  which  have  been  adduced  on  this 
eccafion  are  intended  to  fhew  that  the  Colonies  are  at  the 

prefent 


f  88  ) 

prefcnt  moment  capable  of  fupportmg  their  population, 
and  it  is  to  that  point  chiefly  that  the  few  words  I  fhall 
addrefs  to  the  Houfe  to-night  will  be  confined.  With 
refpc61;  to  the  trade  itfelf  (the  trade  from  the  Coafh  of 
Africa  to  the  Weft  Indies)  I  have  no  hefitation  in  profef- 
fing  my  entire  concurrence  with  the  noble  Lord.  But 
when  he  adduces  arguments  to  fhew  that  this  is  the  time 
for  cfFe^Iing  the  abolition,  he  admits  to  me  that  that  is  at 
lead  a  fubjeft  on  which  I  and  other  members  of  the  Houfe 
may  entertain  confiderable  doubt.  I  am  certainly  not  one 
of  thofe  whom  the  noble  Lord  fuppofes  are  fetting  them- 
felves  up  againft  the  principles  of  juftice  and  humanity; 
but  t)n  the  contrary  if  it  be  found  that  the  meafure  can  be 
carried  into  the  defired  effecSl:  at  the  prefent  moment,  I 
fhall  be  one  of  the  firfl:  to  give  it  my  cordial  fupport.  At 
the  fame  time  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  juftice  is  only  due 
to  thofe  perfons  who  are  the  fubjeefts  oft  the  trade. 

It  muft  be  admitted  on  all  Tides  that  unlefs  it  be  ftiewn 
that  the  ftate  of  population  in  the  Weft  Indian  iflands  is 
fuch  that  there  is  a  profpe61:  of  its  being  maintained,  two 
things  muft  neceflhrily  follow,  either  that  the  Africans  muft 
be  continued  as  they  have  been  to  be  imported  into  the 
iflands,  or  that  the  planters  and  merchants  and  ultimately 
the  kingdom  itfelf  muft  fufter  by  the  abolition.  This 
muft  be  the  cafe  unlefs  means  are  taken  for  the  introdu¬ 
cing  fome  other  fource  of  fupplying  our  Colonies  with 
labourers  ;  added  to  which,  we  have  a  pretty  fiire  profpeeft: 
that  upon  our  abandoning  it,  France  and  Holland  will 
enter  into  the  trade.-  In  fhort  it  does  appear  to  me  upon 
the  full  eft  confideration  I  have  been  able  to  give  the  fub- 
jeeft,  that  unlefs  you  infurc  the  probability  of  the  iflands 
being  able  to  keep  up  their  population,  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  that  population  means  will  be  found  either  legal  or 
illegal,  by  thofe  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  obtain  Slaves  for 
the  cultivation  of  their  ellates. 

Then,  Sir,  with  refpe(T  to  the  ftate  of  population, 
what  has  been  faid  is  far  from  being  fatisfatftory ;  for  they 
compare  the  births  of  children  with  the  deaths  throughout 
the  ifland,  and  by  difeovering  them  to  be  equal,  they  fay 
that  the  ifland  is  capable  of  maintaining  its  own  popula¬ 
tion.  I  contend,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  mere  ftate- 
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ment  of  the  births  compared  with  the  burials  Is  not  a 
fatisfa61:ory  ground  on  which  we  can  fay  that  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  the  Iflands  are  in  a  proper  ft^te  for  the  abolition ; 
becaufe,  although  on  fome  eltates  the  population  may  be 
maintained,  or  even  increafe,  yet  on  others  it  will  decreafc. 

But  it  has  been  alked  to-night,  what  country  is  there 
in  the  world  befides  not  capable  of  keeping  up  its  popu¬ 
lation.  It  has  been  faid  too  that  the  difproportion  of  the 
fexes,  of  four  to  one,  or  perhaps  five  to  one,  is  not  cor- 
redlly  given.  The  truth  is,  that  there  exifts  fome  difpro¬ 
portion,  and  this  is  the  reafon  why  they  cannot  be  con- 
fidered  to  be  in  a  natural  ftate.  It  will  be  recolle6Ied 
however,  that  even  the  few  females  are  not  diftributed  in 
a -regular  proportion  over  the  country,  there  is  no  fyflem 
of  equalization  eftabliflied  j  and  on  fome  plantations  there 
is  a  fuperabundance  of  males,  while  on  other  eftates  there 
is  a  fuperabundance  of  females ;  and  this  may  even  be  the 
fa6i:  without  looking  to  extreme  cafes  in  order  to  fhe\^ 
that  the  population  will  not  increafe.  But  it  may  be  faid, 
that  the  time  will  come  by  degrees  when  there  muft  be 
an  equality  in  the  fexes,  and  when  the  population  may  be 
kept  up  without  difficulty.  This  may  be  fo  I  have’  no 
doubt,  and  therefore  after  a  proper  period  the  abolition 
may  be  fafely  efFedled.  All  that  I  am  labouring  to 
(hew  is,  that  this  is  not  the  fit  time,  under  all  circum- 
ftances,  for  paffing  the  prefent  bill. 

But,  fay  they,  Whofe  fault  is  it  that  the  population 
Is  not  maintained  ;  is  it  not  the  fault  of  the  Planters  them- 
felves  ?  If  I  were  even  to  admit  that  it  was  the  fault  of 
the  Planters,  that  does  not  afFe6I  me ;  I  am  only  arguing, 
that  this  inequality  of  the  fexes,  if  there  be  no  further 
importations,  mufl  exift  at  lead  for  a  time ;  and  I  leave  it 
to  the  Houfe  to  judge,  how  far  it  is  poffible,  whether  this 
inequality  is  or  is  not  as  great  as  it  has  been  dated  to  be, 
that  the  population  can  be  maintained  without  frefh  im¬ 
portations. 

“  But  it  is  faid.  Sir,  that  the  Planters  of  the  Wed  Indies 
have  had  fufficient  notice  that  this  meafure  would  ulti¬ 
mately  be  adopted,  and  that  therefore  they  might  have 
been  providing  themfelves  againd  the  period  when  the 
bill  fliould  pafs.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  that  argument  is  not 
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quite  fair ;  for  It  Is  well  known  that  this  Is  the  only  time 
when  there  has  been  a  probability  of  agreement  to  this 
meafure.  Until  this  period,  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legiflature  has  been  complained  of  for  not  having  con¬ 
curred  in  the  meafure,  and  till  now  there  has  been  no 
diflimSt  intimation  of  the  intentions  of  the  two  Houfes. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  aflerted,  that  a  great  many  years  ago 
this  Houfe  voted  that  the  Slave  Trade  fliould  be  abolifhed, 
and  that  the  period  then  fixed  haS  expired  without  any 
endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  Planters  to  prepare  them- 
felves  againfi;  that  ^vent*,  but  the  fame  reafon  which  I 
before  mentioned  of  the  improbability  of  the  concurrence 
of  the  Legiflature  in  the  meafure,  will  alfo  apply  to  this 
argument. 

Much  has  been  done.  Sir,  fince  that  period*,  for  we 
have  paflhd  a  law  which  is  in  Itfelf  virtually  an  abolition 
of  the  African  Trade,  and  which  has  cut  off  the  fupply  to 
foreign  Colonies,  and  by  preventing  any  frefh  fhips  from 
being  brought  into  the  trade,  will  at  leafl  put  a  flop  to  it; 
after  a  time.  My  objection,  however,  to  this  is,  that  though 
it  is  a  gradual  abolition,  yet  that  the  a61:  Is  not  definite  : 
feme  time  (hould  be  fixed,  after  which  it  fhall  not  be 
carried  on.  It  Is  fit,  in  my  opinion,  that  both  branches  of 
the  Legiflature  fhould  give  a  folemn  pledge  for  the  ulti¬ 
mate  abolition  of  this  trade,  and  therefore  that  meafures 
fliould  be  taken,  and  a  time  fixed,  with  a  view  to  that 
abolition.  In  the  mean  time  I  would  propofe  a  fyftem  of 
encreafing  duties  upon  the  Slaves  carried  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  while  the  Planters  would  be  preparing  themfelves 
againft  the  entire  ftoppage  of  the  trade,  by  putting  them¬ 
felves  in  a  ftate  to  be  infured  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
population. 

It  can  be  the  wlfli  of  no  one  that  an  emancipation  of 
the  kind  which  has  taken  place  in  St.  Domingo,  ftiould  be 
the  confequence  of  any  determination  of  this  Houfe ;  but 
what  I  would  recommend  ferioufly  to  your  confideration 
is,  that  the  Negroes  fhould  firft  be  held  in  a  ftate  of  vil¬ 
leinage,  and  that  they  fliould  rife  by  degrees  until  they 
are  ultimately  free.  From  all  the  experience  which  I 
have  had,  I  do  not  think  that  the  colonial  eftablifliments  of 
tijis  country  will  endeavour  to  forward  fiich  a  regulation, 
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and  I  have  no  hope  that  in  many  of  the  iflands  the  laws 
there  in  force  will  be  fufficient,  and  therefore  it  may  be 
iiecefTary  for  Parliament  to  name  a  period  for  the  ter-* 
mination  of  the  trade,  to  which  the  Planters  muft  look. 

That  this  Bill  ought  not  to  pafs  I  have  no  doubt, 
unlefs  it  fliould  undergo  fome  alteration.  And  here  I 
would  wifh  to  advert-to  what  fell  from  one  of  the  honour-* 
able  members  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Rosgoe),  refpecling 
giving  the  Slave  Dealers  notice,  in  order  that  maflacres 
might  not  take  place  on  the  coaft.  If  that  be  admitted,  I 
confefs  I  do  not  exadfly  fee  how  it  is  pollible  that  that 
notice  ihould  be  given  in  a  period  of  nine  months,  for  no¬ 
body  will  go  to  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  it  cannot  be  expedled, 
for  the  purpofe  only  of  giving  an  intimation  of  the  pafting 
of  this  bill. 

“  If  this  meafure  fhould  appear  to  be  running  a  moft 
extenfive  rilk  of  deftroying  a  great  part  of  our  Weft  India 
property,  I  am  fure  that  the  Houfe  will  hefitate  before 
it  votes  in  favour  of  it.  It  is  obvious  that  there  muft  be 
fome  means  of  maintaining  the  population,  otherwife  the 
unavoidable  confequence  will  be  the  lofs  of  the  revenue 
derived  from  our  iflands.  Perhaps  it  may  be  neceftary  to 
have  not  only  the  improvements  fuggefted  by  the  noble 
Lord,  but  to  have  thofe  improvements  fupported  and 
aftifted  by  colonial  regulations  ;  for  if  the  population  be 
difproportioned  to  what  is  neceflary  to  cultivate  the  eftates, 
there  is  no  law  that  can  pafs  here,  no  regulation  that 
can  be  rnade, which,  without  the  countenance  and  afliftance 
of  the  laws  of  the  ifland,  can  be  attended  with  ultimate  abo¬ 
lition  ;  and  if  you  attempt  to  raife  a  population  without 
providing  the  rational  means  of  fo  doing,  that  attempt  muft; 
be  fatal.  The  intereft  of  the  Planter  may  be  fully  con- 
fulted  with  refpedl  to  this  meafure,  if  you  fix  a  future 
and  fomewhat  diftant  period  for  the  difcontinuance  of  the 
traffic,  for  by  that  time  he  will  know  what  he  has  to 
expedl.  I  think  that  this  is  a  moft  proper  juncture  to 
calculate  on  the  probabilities  of  fuccefs  or  difappointment 
in  the  effedls  of  this  bill  *,  and  in  the  committee  I  ffiall 
take  an  opportunity  of  moving  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
time.  I  am  perfedlly  aware  that  fixing  a  period  beyond 
tftdiich  this  trade  (hall  not  proceed,  is  not  effecfling  a 
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gradual  abolition,  but  it  is  making  the  Houfe  pledge  itfelf 
that,  at  a  certain  time,  the  trade  fhall  be  compleatly 
abolifhed.  But  the  chief  obje6l  I  have  in  view  is  to  have 
duties  allowed  on  the  Slaves  or  the  fhips,  which  mud:  in 
gi  courfe  of  years  put  a  total  end  to  the  trade. 

‘‘  For  thefe  reafons  I  have  no  wifli  to  oppofe  the  bill,  but 
only  in  the  committee  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  make  the 
motion  to  which  I  alluded. 

Sir  John  Doyle. — “  Sir,  my  objedl:  in  foliciting  your 
attention  this  evening,  is  to  give  myfelf  an  opportunity  of 
replying  to  the  arguments  of  the  counfel  heard  at  your 
bar,  with  whofe  opinions  the  honourable  member  for 
Liverpool,  behind  me  (General  Gascoigne)  has  fo  com- 
pleatly  coincided  ;  and  I  truft,  that  if  I  do  not  bring  for¬ 
ward  topics  which  are  new  with  regard  to  this  queftion, 
I  (hall,  at  leaft,  endeavour  to  be  fhort ;  but  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  that  in  addrelfing  a  Britifh  audience  on  the  fubjedt  of 
jufhice  and  humanity,  to  entreat  their  attention  would  be 
to  infult  them. 

Some  honourable  Gentlemen  have  this  night  fliewn 
themfelves  to  be  the  friends  of  and  advocates  for  a  gradual 
abolition,  and  the  reafon  they  alfign  for  that  opinion  is, 
that  there  exifts  in  the  i Hands  a  difproportion  of  males 
and  females,  and  therefore,  that  unlefs  that  defedl:  be 
corredted,  the  population  cannot  be  maintained  ;  but.  Sir, 
I  will  afk  the  fioufe,  if  this  can  be  corredted  by  importa¬ 
tion  ?  Becaufe  we  all  know  that  the  chief  trade  is  in  males, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  evil  inftead  of  diminifhing,  will 
be  increafing,  and  therefore,  it  appears  to  me,  that  nothing 
can  be  drawn  from  that  argument. 

The  objedt  of  the  counfel  at  the  bar  ■vi’’as  to  fupport 
and  continue  the  Slave  Trade,  and  they  refted  their  claims 
upon  the  grounds  of  juflice  and  humanity.  They  too,  on 
behalf  of  the  Planters,  implored  the  juflice  and  humanity 
of  Parliament,  but  not  for  the  opprefled,  not  for  the 
fufPerer,  not  for  him  who  bore  the  cruel  chains  of  Slavery, 
but  for  him  who  was  the  author  of  that  oppreffion,  was 
the  caufe  of  that  fufFering,  and  the  impofer  of  that  Slavery; 
on  the  part  of  thofe  who  inflidled  the  torture,  not  on  be¬ 
half  of  thofe  who  were  the  unhappy  vidlims  of  it. 
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In  the  outlet  of  what  I  have  to  addrefs  to  the  Houfe» 
I  do  take  upon  myfelf  mod  pofitively  to  deny,  that,  that 
can  be  found  policy  which  refls  upon  injuftice:  on  that 
point,  I  entertain  not  the  imallefl;  difficulty — But  even 
fuppofing  I  did  entertain  any  doubt  on  the  fubje6l  of 
the  policy  of  the  trade,  that  would  be  entirely  removed 
when  I  reflcdled,  that  two  of  the  greateft  men  that  the 
world  ever  produced,  who  had  differed  alinoll:  upon 
every  queftion  but  this,  yet  upon  this  point  compleatly 
coincided  :  they  both  agreed  upon  the  queffion  of  the 
impolicy  of  the  Slave  trade.  But,  Sir,  let  ,  their  opi¬ 
nions  have  been  what  they  might,  let  their  fentiments 
have  been  direffily  contrary  to  mine,  yet  for  myfelf,  I  will 
at  leall  fay  this,  that  the  opinion  of  no  man  upon  earth, 
be  my  refpedi:  for  him  as  great  as  poffible,  can  make  me 
decide  contrary  to  the  didfates  of  my  confcience. 

“  It  might  not,  perhaps,  be  confidered  quite  decorous, 
to  draw  any  comparifon  between  the  late  adminiftration 
and  the  prefent  ;  it  miglit  not  be  delicate  to  contrail 
the  talents  of  one  fet  of  men  with  thofe  of  another ;  but 
whatever  may  be  their  abilities  we  muff  always  be  aware 
that  they  have  a  great  refponfibility  caff  upon  them,  and 
that  they  have  a  moff  important  duty  to  difeharge  to  the 
country  ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  but  they  have  given  the 
prefent  fubjedl  every  poffible  attention,  and  under  fuch 
circum dances  the  meafure  comes  before  the  Houfe  with 
peculiar  advantage. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  another  ground  Ptiil  ffronger  than 
any  I  have  yet  mentioned,  and  I  hope,  in  what  I  ffiall 
offer  to  the  Houfe,  I  lhall  not  be  fuppofed  to  hint  at  any 
thing  which  may  have  influenced  the  votes  of  any  gentle¬ 
man  upon  this  queffion.  There  is  one  reafon,  however, 
why  I  wifh  minifters  to  be  on  my  fide  refpedling  the  fub- 
je(ff:  under  difeuffion,  and  that  is,  that  they  on  this  quef- 
tion  are  entirely  impartial  and  difpaffionate.  The  reverfe 
is,  however,  the  fa6f,  as  to  the  gentlemen  who  oppofe  UvS, 
and  maintain  on  oppofite  opinion,  for  they  have  a  certain 
intereff  at  ftake,  and  we  muff  all  know,  that  where  prir 
vate  intereff  interferes  with  public  opinion,  a  certain  bias 
will  naturally  be  given  to  the  mind,  which  too  often  con- 
trouls  the  judgment. 
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An  argument  upon  which  confiderable  ftrefs  wa§ 
laid  by  the  learned  counfel  at  your  bar,  when  tho¬ 
roughly  invefligated,  comes  to  nothing.  They  told  you 
that  our  anceftors  for  centuries  had  countenanced  this 
trade  j  that  they  had  fandioned  it,  not  only  with  their 
eyes  open  to  the  confequences,  but  after  the  mofi;  mature 
inveftigation  they  could  bellow  upon  it,  and  is  it  now 
faid  that  it  is  to  be  abandoned,  will  you  pay  that  difrefpedt 
to  their  judgments  as  to  give  up  that  without  confideration 
which  they  promoted  ?  That,  Sir,  is  the  argument,  and 
though  I  greatly  reverence  our  anceftors,  and  their  deci- 
fions,  yet  I  fee  no  reafon  why  we  ihould  confider  them 
more  enlightened  than  the  prefent  generation.  On  the 
contrary,  we  have  the  advantage  over  them  confiderably, 
for  we  mud:  recolledf,  that  experience,  in  a  queftion  of 
this  nature,  is  a  principal  requifite,  and  we  have  not  only 
the  experience  of  our  forefathers,  but  our  own  too.  Be- 
fides  this,  Sir,  we  have  lived  in  a  period  much  more 
eventful  than  all  our  anceftors  put  together  ever  faw. 

The  learned  counfel  llkewife  adverted  to  the  date  of 
St.  Domingo,  as  applying  to  the  prefent  cafe,  and  perhaps 
I  might  be  incliiied  to  admit  that  that  ifland  is  not  a  very 
comfortable  neighbour  to  our  Colonies.  In  their  prefent 
fituation,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  was  very  natural  for 
them  to  fend  fpies  to  Jamaica,  but  whether  that  was  donq 
by  the  1  ftigadon  of  the  French  or  of  the  Black  govern¬ 
ment  T  do  not  know,  but  to  Jamaica  they  went,  and  then 
came  back  ajjain. 

Sir,  Gentlemen  have  made  ufe  of  many  arguments  In 
oppofition  to  this  bill,  but  the  contrary  fcaie  I  fliall  beg 
leave  to  place  my  own  perfonal  knowledge,  as  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  from  experience,  that  the  abolition  will  have  a  bene¬ 
ficial  efieCL  on  all  parties,  and  I  am  certain  that  if  the 
meafure  were  carried  into  operation,  our  pofleflions  in  the 
Weft  Indies  would  be  lefs  likely  to  be  difturbed  by  dif- 
fenfion  or  open  rebellion,  tlian  they  are  at  prefent^  and 
this  opinion  1  have  formed  upon  minute  inveftigation, 
remcmbei'ing  too,  at  the  ftme  time,  that  Dessalines  was 
an  imported  African. 

“  Novv,  Sir,  there  is  onp  argument  very  extraordinary 
in  itfelf,  which  has  been  made  ufe  of,  and  infifted  upon  on 

more 


1 


more  occafions  than  this ;  I  mean,  that  the  condition  of 
the  Continent  of  Africa  is  much  improved,  that  its  fi tu¬ 
ition  is  confiderabiy  benefited  by  the  Slave  Trade.  Now, 
Sir,  I  have  always  confidered  it  a  prefumptuous  thing  for 
one  man  to  judge  of  the  happinefs  of  another,  but  if  he 
attempts  to  do  fo,  he  mult  place  himfelf  in  the  fituation 
of  the  perfon  upon  whofe  joys  and  forrows  he  is  pafiing 
fentence.  I  have  feen  this  prefumption  carried  to  fuch 
an  extent  that  I  have  actually  witnefled  a  poacher  at  a 
rabbit  warren,  in  the  a6t  of  fewing  up  the  mouth  of  his 
ferret.  I  remonftrated  with  him,  but  the  man  replied, 
with  the  gravest  countenance,  ‘  Sir,’  faid  he,  ^  you  are 
greatly  miltaken,  the  ferret  likes  it  of  all  things^ — don’t 
you  fee  how  it  cocks  its  nofe  with  pleafure?  It  is  really 
highly  delighted.’  I  mention  this.  Sir,  only  to  fhew  the 
length  to  which  you  may  go,  if  you  attempt  to  force  hap¬ 
pinefs  on  others. 

“  But,  Sir,  I  am  particularly  glad  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Liverpool  happens  to  be  in  the  Houfe  to  hear 
me,  as  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  v/hat  I  am  about  to  fay 
forms  a  ftrong  part  of  my  cafe.  It  was  obferved.  Sir,  by  the 
counfel  at  the  bar,  and  by  my  honourable  friend  (General 
Gascoigne)  that  Liverpool  would  be  confiderabiy  injured 
if  the  abolition  were  to  take  place.  It  was  ftated  that 
there  was  a  number  of  flilps  built  only  for  the  African 
trade  belonging  to  that  port,  which  were  adapted  folely 
to  the  purpofe  for  which  they  were  built,  and  it  was 
added,  that  there  were  alfo  feamen,  calculated  folely  for 
the  navigation  of  thofe  Slave  fliips.  We  were  likewife 
told  that  their  harbours  and  docks  could  be  applied  to 
nothing  b«t  the  reception  of  Slave  fhips,  never  having  been 
employed  in ^ any  other  way.  Juft  let  me  fee  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  to  what  an  extent  that  argument  would  carry  us.  I 
will  fuppofe  the  cafe  of  a  highwayman  who  fhould  have 
flopped  fome  gentleman  on  the  road,  and  robbed  him;  and 
being  afterwards  taken  and  called  on  to  account  for  his 
condudf,  he  fhould  have  ftated,  ‘  It  is  true  I  did  rob  him, 
and  got  the  man’s  money,  but  you  cannot  blame  me,  for 
I  know  that  if  I  had  not  committed  the  robbery.  Will 
Bagfhot,  who  was  further  on  the  road,  would.  Sir,  I  am 
fo  accuftomed  to  the  trade,  I  underftand  fo  much  about 
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that  fort  of  tiling,  that  I  fliould  feel  myfelf  very  aukward 
at  any  thing  elfe.  Befides,  I  have  gone  to  a  great  expence, 
I  have  laid  out  a  great  deal  of  money  in  it,  and  have 
bought  four  or  live  horfes  which  are  good  for  nothing  but 
to  Hop  gentlemen  on  the  road.  I  have  not  only  done 
this,  but  I  have  built  (tables  for  thofe  horfes,  which  can 
be  applied  to  nothing  but  to  hold  highwaymen’s  horfes, 
and  my  pidols  are  only  made  to  flop  gentlemen  on  the 
highway.’  Such,  Sir,  might  be  the  excufe  of  this  depre¬ 
dator.  But,  Sir,  let  me  not  be  guilty  of  injullice  while 
pleading  againft  it.  I  have  myfelf  been  as  uncourteoufly 
treated  by  highwaymen  as  any  gentleman  in  the  houfe,  yet 
I  fhould  be  forry  to  degrade  their  profeflion,  by  drawing 
any  comparifon  between  them  and  Slave  Dealers.  (A 
general  laugh.) 

This  meafure,  Sir,  which  goes  to  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  is  a  great  and  meritorious  undertaking, 
and  let  the  promoters  of  it  be  calumniated  ever  fo  much, 
I  cannot  help  exprefling  my  refpe6t  for  thofe  generous 
men  who  thus  undertake  to  reftore  that  happineis  to  the 
black  fons  of  mifery,  of  which  they  have  been  fo  long 
deprived. 

“  I  now  come,  Sir,  to  a  very  ferious  part  of  my  fub- 
jc(T,  for  though  I  am  always  delighted  if  any  thing  I  can 
fiiy  introduces  good  humour  and  merriment;  I  do  alTure 
the  Houfe,  that  on  the  prefent  occalion,  1  feel  as  acutely 
as  any  man,  and  I  am  the  more  induced  to  treat  the 
fubje6l  gravely,  when  I  know  the  foul  (tain  that  mu(l 
continue  to  difgrace  the  pages  of  Britifli  Hiftory,  if  we 
permit  this  abominable  trafhc  to  be  longer  carried  on. 
Yes,  Sir,  the  fubje6l  is  indeed  mod  ferious  ^nd  grave, 
and  it  needs  no  argument  to  prove  it  to  be  io. 

“  Sir,  from  the  (ird  day  I  read  of,  but  dill  more  (ince 
I  have  (ecu  the  elt'edts  o(  the  Slave  Trade,  it  lias  not 
been  a  fubje£t  of  merriment  to  me,  but  it  has  made  the 
deeped  imprelhon  on  my  heart;  and  it  is  only  becaufe  I 
have  feen  tlie  ededts  of  it,  that  I  venture  to  trefpafs  on 
tlie  time  of  the  Houfe.  The  learned  Counfei,  and  the 
honourable  Member  were  extremely  anxious  to  bring  be- 
iore  the  Houfe,  evidence  from  a  Governor  of  e  ifland 
of  Jamaica,.  I  am,  Sir,  fully  acquainted  with  the  cha- 
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rapiers  of  the  wltnefTes  who  were  to  have  been  adduced; 
and  one  of  them,  the  late  Governor,  is  my  intimate- 
friend,  for  whom  1  have  the  ftrongell  attachment,  but  I 
totally  deny  that  they  are  competent  witnelTes,  on  the 
prefent  occafion;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  my  mind, 
that  the  higher  you  go  in  rank,  as  to  the  witnelTes,  the 
lower  do  you  defeend  with  regard  to  the  value  of  the 
tellimony  you  obtain  from  them;  for  I  think  that  of  all 
the  people  on  the  Illand,  the  Governor  of  it  is  he  who  is 
lead  likely  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  corredl  llatement  of 
the  condition  of  the  Slaves. 

What,  Sir,  is  the  reafon  of  this  inability?  It  is,  that 
he  fees  and  converfes  with  Gentlemen  who  are  deeply 
interefted  in  the  quedion.  They  condantly  furround 
him,  and  his  converfation  is  entirely  with  them.  Then, 
Sir,  if  ever  he  makes  a  vifit  to  a  plantation,  the  time  at 
which  he  arrives  is  always  a  kind  of  gala  day,  and  the 
faces  of  both  whites  and  blacks  wear  a  fmile  of  gaiety. 
Thefe  Gentlemen,  the  Governors,  therefore,  are  the 
word  witneffes  to  prove  the  good  treatment  which  the 
N  egroes  receive. 

I  was  once  on  a  plantation  myfelf  for  fome  days, 
and  had  I  left  it  on  the  evening  of  the  ninth  day,  I 
fhould  have  given  the  fame  tedimony  as  that  which 
would  be  given  by  the  Governors ;  but  however,  I  did 
not  go  till  the  next  day,  and  remaining  there  the  tenth, 
decided  my  opinion  upon  tlie  quedion.  It  happened^ 
that  on  that  day  as  I  was  out  with  a  party  of  foldiers^ 

I  was  dartled  by  hearing  the  groans  of  a  perfon  ap¬ 
parently  in  the  greated  didrefs.  We  came  to  a  fmall 
clofe  miferable  hut,  the  doors  and  windows  of  which 
were  fadened.  The  lamentations  dill  continued,  one 
groan  was  repeated  after  another,  and  to  difeover  the 
caufe  of  them,  we  broke  open  the  door  of  the  hovel,  and 
theie  we  found,  to  our  horror,  a  human  being,  ironed 
and  dretched  upon  the  grounf,  where  for  four  days  he 
had  remained  without  being  able  to  change  his  pofuion, 
liie  circLimdances  may  be  better  conceived  than  I  can 
defcribe  them,  when  I  tell  the  Houfe,  that  fo  miferable 
u^s  the  condition  of  this  unhappy  man,  that  the  rats  had 
actually  eaten  off  tbe  greater  part  of  both  his  ears.  Sur- 
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glcal  alTiftance  was  obtained,  and  I  am  Certain,  tliat  if 
she  Negro  had  remained,  in  the  fituation  in  which  he 
was  found,  for  the  reft  of  the  day,  he  would  have  been 
completely  dead.  Whether  he  recovered  or  no,  I  am 
not  fully  informed  ^  this  occurrence,  however,  not  only 
raifed  my  indignation,  but  compelled  me  to  make  enquiry 
in  many  more  particulars  refpe&ing  the  treatment  which 
the  Slaves  received.  (Hearl  hear!) 

“  Th  ere  is,  Sir,  another  cireumftance,  which  I  wifla 
to  mention,  and  I  afture  the  Houfe,  that  I  do  not  do  it 
to  excite  its  feelings,  but  merely  to  eftablifh  and  fupport 
my  argument.,  ft  his  cafe  happened  immediately  after¬ 
wards  in  another  plantation,  the  proprietors  of  both  of 
them  however  were  females,  and  if  compaftion  had  no 
place  in  the  heart  of  a  woman  in  the  Weft  Indies,  can 
you  expe£l:  it  to  be  an  inliabitant  of  the  breafts  of  the 
coarfer  fex? 

The  cafe  was  this  :  a  Negro,  a  young  man,  who  had 
run  away  from  his  work,  and  deferted,  came  to  the  camp 
which  was  at  a  fmall  diftance.  The  following  day,  the 
miftrefs  of  the  Negro  came,  and  addrefling  herfelf  to  the 
commanding  officer,  demanded  her  Slave.  That  officer 
fpoke  to  both  of  them  feparately,  and  found,  that  the 
Black  was  willing  to  return,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fear 
of  puniffiment.  Upon  this,  it  was  agreed  to  reftore  the 
Slave,  on  condition,  that  his  miftrefs  forgave  him  what 
had  paffied.  The  woman  promifed  to  do  fo,  but  in  about 
three  weeks  afterwards,  this  fame  Negro  found  his  way 
back  to  the  camp,  and  his  appearance  was  really  like 
nothing  but  a  walking  fkeleton.  ftlis  hands  were  faftened 
behind  him,  and  he  was  almoft  eaten  through  with  in- 
fedts;  for  notwithftanding  the  promife,  we  found  that 
this  infernal  woman,  had  caufed  him  to  be  ironed,  and 
attached  to  a  tree,  where  he  had  remained  feven  days 
and  nights  without  food,  until  he  was  fuch  a  fpedlacle, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  behold  him  without  horror. 

“  Sir,  it  did  fo  happen,  that  a  fliort  time  after¬ 
wards  a  neighbouring  Planter  came  into  the  camp,  and  I 
never  in  all  my  life  fhall  forget  the  tone  and  manner  in 
which  he  made  his  complaint.  He.faid,  how  fpiteful  his 
neighbours  were.  ‘‘  Only  think,  they  have  killed  two  of 
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my  Negroes,  and  I  fhomld  not  have  thought  fo  much, 
about  it,  if  they  had  not  been  two  of  my  very  belt 
Negroes.”  By  the  law  of  the  ifland,  a  perfon  whofe 
Negro  had  been  killed,  might  profecute  the  offender,  and 
recover  a  penalty,  but  this  planter  told  us,  that  he  would 
not  be  fo  ungentlemanlike  as  to  fue  for  the  fine,  but  that 
he  would  take  an  opportunity  to  fiioot  a  Negro  or  two 
belonging  to  the  perfon  who  had  killed  his,  to  balance 
the  account. 

Such,  Sir,  being  the  degraded  Hate  of  the  Negro 
population  in  our  Colonies,  it  calls  molt  loudly  for  the 
interpofition  of  the  Houfe,  and  if  the  mcafure  has  but 
the  effedf  of  compelling  the  planter  to  regard  the  comforts 
of  his  Slave,  a  highly  important  objedf  will  be  attained, 
by  the  promoters  of  this  bill.” 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly.— A  queftlon  I  think  of  more 
importance  than  the  prefent,  never  came  before  this  Houfe 
as  a  deliberative  affembly,  or  one  which  required  more 
confideration ;  and  I  am  fo  anxious  that  the  bill  fhould 
not  only  pafs,  but  pafs  by  a  great  majority,  that  it  was 
with  extreme  concern  1  heard  the  Right  Honourable  Gen^ 
tleman,who  fpoke  lafl  but  one,  make  the  obfervations  which 
he  did  upon  this  queftion.  To  me  it  is  quite  evident,  that 
the  only  dangers  which  can  attend  the  adoption  of  the 
meafure  are  thofe  ftated  in  the  confiderations  addreffed  to 
you  by  that  Honourable  Gentleman.  It  is  not  for  us  on 
an  occafion  like  the  prefent,  to  liflen  to  the  claims  of  the 
Liverpool  Merchants  and  Planters,  who,  from  motives  of 
private  intereft,  fhut  their  ears  againft  the  cries  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  juftice*  Our  attention  may  more  properly  be 
directed,  to  hear  the  objeHions  of  thofe  perfons,  who 
think  that  the  mofi:  effectual  way  to  alTifi:  the  African,  is 
not  by  at  once  abolifiiing  the  trade,  which  has  been  in- 
creafing  to  fuch  an  enormous  magnitude,  but  by  poftponing 
it  to  a  diftant  day.  We  may  (till,  however,  according  to 
their  opinion,  determine  if  the  traffic  ffiould,  or  fiiould 
not  longer  exlft,  but  we  ffiould  fix  a  future  period,  beyond 
which  it  fiiould  not  be  carried  on, 

If,  iSir,  any  Gentleman  has  duly  weighed  the  fitu« 
ation  of  the  Negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  muft  be  aware 
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from  experiencGj  that  to  improvG  their  condition,  we  muft 
enaa  this  law.  To  do  it  by  regulation  we  h^ve  found 
irnpomble  j  for  the  AiTembly  of  Jamaica  has  told  us 
plainly,  that  every  thing  required  to  accomplith  that  end 
has  been  already  effeaed.  It  is  my  decided  opinion,  that 
by  regulations  it  is  quite  impoffible  to  effea  any  beneficial 
end,  and  the  only  mode  remaining,  is  by  abolifliing  the 
trade  itfelf;  by  which  means,  we  fhall  elTe61ually  put  a 
flop  to  the  praaice  of  bringing  frefli  (laves  into  the 
Illands,  to  fupply  the  place  of  others  whom  fevere  treat¬ 
ment  has  deprived  of  exiftence  j  the  hiflory  of  whofe  lives 
would  be  fuch  a  tale  of  horror,  that  we  could  not  liften  to 
it  without  fhuddering. 

A  Gentleman,  8ir,  who  has  fpoken  during  this  niglit’s  ' 
debate,  imagines, ^  that  unlefs  the  abolition  of  this  traffic 
be  fixed  for  a  diftant  period,  the  dreadful  coniequence 
will  be,  that  numerous  bands  of  Negroes  will  be  brought 
from  the  interior  of  Africa  to  the  Coaft,  and  no  market 
being  found  for  them,  they  will  be  all  ineviatably  maffa- 
cred.  ihat  honourable  Member,  Sir,  faid  much  of  the 
djjertions  oi  a  noble  Lord*,  but,  Sir^  I  ffiould  be  glad  to 
know,  where  is  the  evidence  to  fupport  this  bold  pro- 
pofition  1  here  is  not  a  witnefs  who  has  been  examined, 
or  whofe  tehimony  is  before  the  Houfe,  who  fpeaks  of 
thefe  maffiicres,  as  they  are  termed,  in  any  way  which  is 
deferving  of  credit.  Not  only  have  w^e  no  fubftantial 
evidence  of  that  fa61‘,  but  we  are  furnifhed  wdth  teftlmony 
eflablilhing  the  direcl  contrary.  We  have  a  wdtnefs,  who 
has  vifited  the  interior  of  that  vafl  continent,  Mr.  Park, 
and  he  has  declared,  not  merely  that  thefe  maffiicres  do  not 
take  place,  but  that  the  foie  confequence  of  the  ftoppage 
of  the  market  is,  that  the  Negroes  are  employed  in  their 
own  country,  certainly  in  a  date  of  flavery,  but  contrafted 
wdth  the  heavy  bondage  they  fupport  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
it  is  perfedf  freedom. 

Inhere  is  one  fubjeeft,  Sir,  on  which  there  has  been 
confiderable  contradidlion,  both  in  the  evidence,  and  in 
the  arguments  ;  I  mean,  refpedlng  the  manner  in  which 
the  Slaves  are  obtained  in  Africa,  to  be  tranfported  to  the 
Weft  Indies;  and  it  has  been  fworn,  that  they  u  ere  all  of 
them  either  prifoners  taken  in  war^  or  criminals  coix- 
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demned  to  flavery  as  a  punifliment  for  their  offences.  If 
fuch  were  really  the  cafe,  fingle  individuals,  in  moll  cafes, 
would  be  the  fubjedls  of  this  trade  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
do  not  conllantly  fee,  not  only  one  or  tw^o  out  of  a 
particular  circle,  but  whole  families,  hufbands,  wives,  and 
children,  fwept  ,away  from  their  native  country.  It  is 
plain,  therefore,  I  think,  that  the  allegation  of  their  being 
captives  or  offenders,  is  a  mere  pretence,  a  mere  contri¬ 
vance,  under  colour  of  w'^hich  they  procure  the  unhappy 
perfons  who  are  the  objedls  of  the  trade. 

Satisfaclory  as  this  reafoning  may  be,  it  is  not  all.  Sir 
William  Young’s  Common  Place  Book,  furnifhcs  abun¬ 
dant  evidence,  that  fuch  is  the  fa£l.  In  the  year  1797 
we  hnd,  that  no  lefs  than  34,984  human  creatures  were 
configned  to  never-ceafing  bondage.  When  his  JVlajeffy’s 
arms  conquered  the  privinco  of  Demarara,  there  w^as  a  de¬ 
mand  for  23,000  additional  Negroes,  and  they  were  fur- 
nifhed  without  hefitation  or  difficulty,  and  afterwards, 
the  number  of  5  7,000  w^as  as  quickly  found  as  the  34,000 
had  been  before.  Can  it  be  fuppofed,  can  it  be  imagined 
for  an  inflant,  with  this  evidence  before  us,  that  juft  at 
the  mornent  when  thefe  increafed  fupplies  were  w^anted, 
the  continent  of  Africa  became  fo  fuddenly  depraved,  that 
the  crimes  committed  by  its  inhabitants  became  fo  nume¬ 
rous,  as  to  provide  for  thefe  new  demands  without  dif¬ 
ficulty  ?  No,  Sir,  thefe  fuggeflions  of  maffacres  and  blood- 
fhed,  are  fallacious,  they  are  mere  pretences,  mere  cover¬ 
ings,  to  conceal  the  deformed  countenance  of  cruelty,  and 
it  mull  be  admitted,  that  they  are  not  criminals,  but  inno¬ 
cent  unoffending  beings,  who  become  the  vi6lims  of 
Slavery,  to  fatisfy  the  unreafonable  demands  of  Britifh 
avarice. 

“  Let  it  not,  however,  reft  here.  W e  will  examine  fur¬ 
ther,  left  even  we  ffiould  be  yet  miftaken.  We  are  told, 
that  in  a  fubfequent  year,  the  demand  for  Negroes  was 
to  the  number  of  55,628,  and  that  in  the  following,  it 
decreafed  as  low  as  to  34,000,  and  yet,  though  the  trade 
in  this  latter  inftance  was  fo  greatly  diminiflied,  did  we 
hear  of  any  maffiicre  of  thofe  fuperfluous  numbers  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa  ?  No  fuch  thing.  Sir,  an  event  of  that  na¬ 
ture  never  occurred,  and  therefore  notwithflanding  all  that 
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has  been  urged  on  this  fubjeft,  the  Houfe  muft  conclude, 
that  there  is  not  the  llighteft  foundation  for  thefe  fuppofed 
dangers,  for  we  all  know,  that  let  the  cjuantity  neceflary 
be  what  it  may,  there  is  always  provided  for  the  market, 
fupply  of  Negroes  to  fatisfy  every  demand. 
\v  e  cannot  doubt.  Sir,  under  fuch  circumftances,  that  if 
it  weie  required  tliat  an  extraordinary  number  of  females 
fliould  be  fupplied,  that  fex  only  would  be  guilty  of 
crimes  j  if  an  additional  demand  were  made  for  children, 
the  fame  would  be  the  cafe  ;  children  alone  would  be  con¬ 
demned  to  bondage,  as  an  atonement  for  their  offences. 

‘‘  But  fome  of  my  right  honourable  friends  think,  that  if 
the  Bill  palles  into  a  law,  there  v/ill  be  great  danger  of  an 
infurreaion  among  the  blacks  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  and 
one  Oentleman  thought,  that  that  danger  could  not  in  any 
other  way  be  avoided,  than  by  fixing  a  time,  when  the 
Slave  1  rade  fhould  ceafe,  which  would  put  an  end  to  all 
fear  of  difcontent  among  the  blacks  or  the  whites.  Has 
not  this  been  already  done?  Has  not  a  trial  been  made, 
and  was  not  the  time  fixed  for  the  termination  of  the 
trade,  the  year  1796?  Since  then,  Sir,  changes  have 
taken  place,  and  counfel  are  brought  to  your  bar,  -to  tell 
the  Houfe,  that  the  Ifiands  in  the  Weft  Indies  are  incap¬ 
able  of  keeping  up  their  population ;  and  the  reafon  they 
affign  for  it  is,  bccaufe  the  difproportion  of  the  fexes  is 
five  to  one.  Thus,  Sir,  does  it  appear,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  all  this  notice,  notwithftanding  they  have  been  al¬ 
lowed  all  this  time  to  increafe  the  number  of  females, 
the  difproportion  is  ftill  to  the  extent  they  mention  ;  there¬ 
fore  it  is  obvious,  that  there  is  but  one  way  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  there  is  only  one  method  to  make  the  Planters  attend 
to  the  comforts  of  the  Slave,  and  that  is  by  abolition. 

“  With  regard  to  the  laws  of  the  ifland,  we  are  told  by 
General  Prevoft  in  his  letter,  that  they  are  merely  con- 
fidered  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  a  political  meafure,  and  we 
muft  be  aware  from  all  the  evidence  we  can  obtain,  that 
all  the  African  can  have  to  depend  upon,  is  the  mercy 
aiid  fympathy  of  his  mafter;  for  no  regulations  we  can 
make  will  he  put  in  force  in  the  iflands,  and  we  have  the 
author  ty  of  the  Chief  Juftlce  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent’s 
to  lay,  that  it  would  be  abfolutely  impoffible  to  execute 
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any  laws  upon  the  Planters  ;  and  his  evidence  Is  the  lefs 
doubtful  upon  this  point,  becaufe  he  was  an  enemy  to  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  "I'rade. 

There  is  a  cafe,  Sir,  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the 
Privy  Council,  farther  particulars  of  which  I  have  learned 
from  a  Gentleman  who  was  prefent  in  the  ifland  at  the 
time,  on  whofe  honor  I  can  rely,  from  which  the  Houfe 
will  determine,  whether  any  laws  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Slaves  can  be  put  in  execution  againfl:  the  Planters. 

A  merchant  refident  at  Bafl'eterre,  in  the  ifland  of  St. 
Kitt’s,  of  the  name  of  Plerbert  was  the  mafter  of  tw^o 
Slaves,  a  girl  and  a  boy,  of  feven  or  eight  years  old,  whom 
he  was  in  the  confbant  habit  of  beating  with  the  utmoft 
cruelty.  The  neighbours  were  difturbed  by  the  cries  of 
the  children,  and  one  day  entered  his  dwelling,  where 
they  found  the  Slaves  in  a  moft  miferable  ftate  ;  for  their 
mafter  had  not  only  beat  them  wdth  the  moft  mercilefs 
fcverity,  but  in  order  in  fome  meafure  to  llifle  their 
cries,  had  contrived  to  put  a  gag  into  their  mouths,  fo  as 
to  make  them  fufter  the  moft  excruciating  torments  ;  and 
this  gag  was  forced  into  their  mouths  with  fo  much  vio¬ 
lence,  that  the  cheeks  of  the  children  were  adfually  torn 
by  it.  The  Slaves  were  carried  before  a  magiftrate, 
who,  though  convinced  of  the  cruelty  of  Herbert,  was  at 
a  lofs  how  to  punifh  him,  as  it  was  not  known,  that  a 
mafter  had  ever  been  called  to  an  account,  or  could  be 
called  to  an  account,  for  any  injury  to  his  Slave,  fliort  of 
death  or  mutilation.  A  warrant  was  however  granted 
for  the  apprehenfion  of  Herbert,  and  the  children  were 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  Deputy  Provoft  MarOial. 
The  cafe  was  brought  to  trial  before  a  fpecial  jury,  and 
the  fadls  as  now  ftated  appeared  clearly  in  evidence.  The 
jury,  however,  after  long  deliberation,  brought  in  a  ver- 
di£l  ‘  Guilty,  fubjedf  to  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  if 
immoderate  corredionof  a  Slave  by  the  Mafter  is  a  crime 
indictable.’  The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  in  the 
affirmative,  and  a  fine  of  40s.  currency  was  decreed 
againft  the  mafter  !  It  happened  in  the  mean  time  that 
the  cafe  had  excited  general  intereft  throughout  the  ifland. 
The  circumftance  of  Herbert’s  having  his  Slaves  taken 
away  from  him,  became  a  fubjed  of  general  coaverfation, 
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and  his  caufe  was  cfpoufed  by  almofl;  all  the  lower  clafs  of 
whites  in  the  illand,  and  by  many  perfons  of  confideration 
and  opulence.  He  even  brou  lit  an  adlion  againd:  the 
Deputy  Provoft  Marflial,  to  recover  damages  to  the  amount 
for  taking  from  him  his  Negroes.  There  is,  Sir^ 
a  law  of  the  ifland  which  declares,  that  no  action  ihall  be 
brought  againd;  a,  ininiderial  officer,  adfing  under  the 
directions  of  the  magidrate,  unlefs  they  are  both  joined  in 
the  aCtion  ;  and  this  requifition  not  having  been  complied 
with,  the  judge  who  tried  the  caufc,  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  action  could  not  be  maintained,  and  therefore  direCted, 
that  a  nonluit  fhould  be  entered.  But  the  plaintiff  inlided 
that  he  would  have  a  verdiCt,  and  the  judge  repeated  to 
the  jury  the  law  upon  the  fubjeCt.  It  was,  however,  per- 
feCtly  ufelefs.  The  jury,  tl  lough  a  fpecial  one,  remained 
locked  up  for  forty-eight  hours.  At  lad,  the  foreman 
reprefented  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  make  up 
their  minds,  being  equally  divided  in  opinion  \  and  in  the 
illue,  a  juror  was  withdrawn.  Herbert  brought  his  aClion 
again  to  trial  before  a  fpecial  jury,  which,  notwithdanding 
the  expreis  words  of  the  aCl,  and  a  clear  direClion  from 
the  Bench  to  find  for  the  defendant,  brought  in  a  verdiCf 
for  the  plaintiff,  though  with  only  nominal  damages. 

‘‘  Now,  Sir,  let  me  aPx,  What  would  have  been  the 
effeCf  of  fuch  barbarity  as  this  man  was  guilty  of  in 
this  country  }  Here,  Sir,  the  public  detedation  w'ould 
not  have  waited  for  the  tardy  execution  of  the  law  ;  the 
mader  would  have  been  likely  to  fall  a  viClim  to  his  own 
cruelty.  But  in  that  idand,  the  indignation  railed  vras  not 
againlt  the  oppreffor,  but  againd  the  profecutor  and  the 
judge  who  tried  the  cafe.  What  mud  that  fydem  of 
Slavery  be  wffiich  can  thus  reverfe  all  the  ordinary  feelings 
of  Engliffimen,  making  Herbert  popular  in  the  Wed 
Indies,  though  convieffed  of  crimes  which  here  would 
have  made  it  difficult  to  fave  him  from  the  vengeance  of 
the  mob  ^  And  what  hope  can  there  be  of  proteCflng 
SI  aves  by  law"  againd  ordinary  aCIs  of  oppredlon,  when 
f  uch  is  the  popular  feeling  even  in  extreme  cafes  } 

“  A  fecond  indiClment  had  been  preferred  againd 
Herbert,  but  that  was  obliged  to  be  abandoned,  fo  great 
was  the  popular  feeling  in  favour  of  this  mercilcfs  mader. 

The 
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The  poor  children  were  alfo  ultimately  reflored  to  him  5 
fo  that  he  might  again  exercife  his  cruelty  on  them  with 
impunity. 

I  know,  Sir,  that  the  fadls  which  I  flate  are  accu¬ 
rate,  as  I  learnt  them  from  an  intimate  friend,  a  Genlle- 
man  who  was  counfel  in  the  caufe. 

‘‘  I  heard  of  a  fimilaf  inftancc  from  a  pcrfon  refideiit  in 
Barbadoes,  at  the  time  when  I^ord  Seaforth  brought  in  a 
bill  to  make  the  murder  of  a  Slave  felony.  Though  a  man 
of  great  humanity,  he  was  termed  a  Draco,  who  was  come 
to  write  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  Negroes  in  the 
blood  of  the  whites. — Such,  Sir,  is  the  treatment  of  thofe 
who  endeavour  to  benefit  the  unhappy  fiibjecfs  of  Weft- 
Indian  Slavery;  and  we  know  from  experience,  that  the 
laws  of  the  iflands  do  not  even  treat  the  Negroes  as  human 
beings.  Thofe  laws  declare,  that  the  teftlinohy  of  a- 
Black  man,  even  though  he  be  not  a  Slave,  or  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  Mulatto,  cannot  be  received  againft  aiiEuropean, 
and  yet  a  Slave  may  be  admitted  as  a  wdtnefs  againft  a  free 
Negro.  Such  are  the  cruel  and  unjull  diflindtlons 
which  our  colonial  inftitutions  have  created  between  the 
blacks  and  the  whites.  Ihe  law  punifhes  even  the  ^ 

ftriking  a  wTite  man,  though  he  be  not  the  mafter  of  the  ' 

Slave  but  a  menial  fervant,  with  the  greateft  pofhble 
feverity,  and  moft  generally  with  death.  And  this  law, 
as  I  laid  befoie,  applies  not  only  to  the  mafters  of  slaves,  - 

but  to  their  white  dependants.  Nay,  if  an  European  at¬ 
tempts  even  to  kill  a  Negro,  and  that  Negro  fliould  flrike 
the  perfon  attacking  him  in  order  to  defend  himfelf,  it  is 
punifliable  in  fome  cafes  with  death,  and  in  all  cafes  with 
at  leaft  the  lofs  of  limb. 

The  laws  of  the  Colonies  are  faid  to  be  humane,  hut 
by  thofe  laws  a  child  of  or  6  years  old,  may  receive  for 
a  flight  offence,  or  for  no  offence,  at  the  caprice  of  the 
mafler  or  overfeef,  no  lefs  than  39  lafhes  with  what  is 
termed  a  cart  whip.  To  this  dreadful  extent  the  law  autho-^ 
rifes  the  inflidtion  of  punilhment  by  individuals.  But  even 
in  cafes  where  the  law  conveys  no  autliority,  where  wan¬ 
ton  cruelty  is  inflidfed  in  defiance  of  the  law,  how  eafy 
mufl  it  be  to  efcape  detedion,  when  llie  teflimony  of  a 
Negro  or  a  thoufand  Negroes  would  not  avail  againil  a 

'  ^  white 


■4 


(  ) 

white  man.  And  with  what  force  muff  this  argument 
Itrike  when  we  reflecSl:  on  the  proportion  the  white  bear  to 
the  black  inhabitants  of  the  iflands,  and  which,  at  the 
leaft,  is  about  lo  Negroes  to  one  European.  What  fecurity 
could  we  expe61:  in  ourpaflage  even  through  the  ftreets  of 
London,  if  99  people  out  of  an  hundred  or  even  9  out  of  10 
were  incompetent  to  give  evidence  in  a  court  of  juflice. 

But,  Sir,  an  a<ft  was  pafTed  in  the  ifland  of  Dominica, 
in  December,  1788,  which  was  pretended  to  be  made  for 
the  prote61:ion  of  the  wives  of  Negro  Slaves.  Perhaps, 
Sir,  this  acfl:  may  be  brought  forward  as  an  argument 
againft  what  I  have  advanced,  and  as  difproving  the  ge¬ 
neral  oppreflion  of  the  blacks.  But  if  any  one  will  take  the 
trouble  to  inveftigate  the  fubje6l,  he  will  find  that  this  ap¬ 
parently  mofl  humane  provilion  is  a  mere  mockery  of  legif- 
lation,  plainly  intended  to  delude  the  people  in  this  country. 
From  the  papers  on  the  table  they  will  learn,  that  there 
are  ^  no  marriages  among  the  Africans  in  the  ■  Wefl 
Indies;  that  no  religious  ceremony  of  that  nature  is 
attended  to ;  and  that  therefore  the  female  Slaves  are 
not  confidered  in  the  eye  of  the  law  as  wives;  fo  that 
it  is  abfolutely  impoffible  that  any  one  fhould  be  con- 
vidled  for  an  offence  committed  againft  thig  aeft. 
When  we  think  then  on  the  laws  of  the  iflands,  and  when 
we  refledl:  that  thefe  unhappy  beings  are  made  to  work 
like  beafts  of  burthen  urged  on  by  an  inhuman  driver 
with  a  cart  whip,  I  would  afk,  Whether  it  can  be  ftated, 
that  the  fttuation  of  the  Slaves  in  our  iflands  is  the  happieft 
in  the  world  ?  No,  Sir,  they  are  not  only  the  moft  unhappy 
of  all  Slaves,  but  they  are  the  moft  wretched  of  created 
beings.  Far  better  would  it  be  for  them  to  be  confidered 
merely  as  brute  animals,  rather  than  to  be  treated  as  rea- 
fonable  men,  only  for  the  purpofe  of  attaching  to  them, 
for  all  the  adfions  which  they  perform,  a  dreadful  refpon- 
fibility.  In  one  ad!  pafted  by  the  government  of  Barbadoes, 
they  are  deemed  and  called  Brutijl}  Slaves^  and  are  declared 
not  worthy  of  the  ordinary  tribunals ;  and  yet  when 
found  guilty  of  the  enormous  crime  of  deftroying  any 
thing  of  the  value  of  4^.  they  are  fubjedfed  to  the  heavi- 
eft  punilliment.  From  all  thefe  circumftances  we  may 
colledt,  that  the  only  remedy  for  thofe  oppreffioas  is  the 
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total  dcflru6l:ion  of  the  Slave  Trade,  which,  by  exciting  a 
fear  in  the  minds  of  the  Planters  left  the  Slaves  they  now 
poflefs  fhould  be  reduced  in  number,  will  induce  them  to 
give  to  their  Slaves  the  comforts  of  life,  to  permit  them 
to  marry  and  have  families,  and  to  ameliorate  the  fyftem 
under  which  they  are  placed. 

“  ITere  is  one  fet  of  complainants,  however,  who  think 
it  neceffary  to  draw  the  particular  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  their  demands  of  compenfation,  I  allude  to  the  owners 
of  land  in  the  ifland  of  Trinidad  \  and  fuch  they  contend 
is  the  nature  of  their  claims,  that  until  they  are  fatished, 
there  muft  be  a  ftop  put  to  this  great  and  beneficent  a6f 
of  the  Legiflature.  That  ifland  was  conquered  in  the 
month  of  February,  1797,  and  at  that  time  there  were 
10,009  Slaves  upon  it.  From  Sir  William  Young’s 
Common  Place  Book  it  appears,  that  there  have  been  im¬ 
ported  fince  that  time,  4500  Negroes  annually,  which  in 
the  courfe  of  nine  years,  amounts  to  40,500.  This,  Sir, 
was  wholly  from  the  Coaft  of  Africa ;  but  there  were 
importations  from  the  other  Ifiands,  which  amounted  to 
not  Jefs  than  1000  Slaves  yearly,  winch  would  make  the 
number  imported  in  that  time  about  50,000,  and  the 
whole  number  which  ought  to  have  remained  in  the 
Ifland,  fuppofing  no  decreafe  to  have  taken  place,  about 
60,000.  But  what  is  the  faft.  The  total  number  of 
Slaves  on  that  Ifland,  according  to  the  fame  refpedlable 
authority,  Sir  William  Young,  in  the  laft  year,  was  only 
19,500,  leaving  the  enormous  deficit  of  upwards  of  40,006 
Slaves  in  nine  years.  Thefe  miferable  creatures,  let  it  be 
remembered,  were  not  fubjeded  to  any  peftilential  dif- 
eafe.  No,  they  were  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  new 
lands,  and  it  is  to  continue  this  murderous  cultivation, 
this  dreadful  and  unparalleled  wafte  of  human  life  thnf- 
the  Planters  of  Trinidad  require  you  to  fufp^nd  your 
prefent  proceedings.  ^ 

“We  were  told.  Sir,  that  the  paflage  from  Africa  on 
board  the  Slave  fhips  was  happy,  and  that  when  the 
Negroes  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  their  fituation  was 
(till  happier.  We  have  not,  Sir,  taken  this  wholly  upon 
tru  t,  but  we  have  had  the  courage  to  fearch  into  the 
and  we  haye  found,  that  all  the  crimes,  all  the  iniquities 
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which  have  been  attributed  to  this  trade,  arc  founded  In 
tiuth.  Aiid  after  we  have  torn  away  the  ihroud  which 
octoic  concealed  this  drcadrul  rnonller  from  our  view, 
after  we  have  gazed  upon  its  corruption,  Pnali  we  Itill 
cling  to  it,  ihail  we  llili  increafe  the  guilt  ot  which  we 
aiv-  now  ienijole  ;  Jliall  we  (till  coiitinue  thole  pradlicOvS 
VMiich  we  know  to  Le  at  \v<ir  wuh  every  dictate  of  jullice 
and  hum'’nity  ?  No,  Sir,  let  us  nr;  longer  be  the  objedts  ot 
luc}i  a  reproacli.  Let  us  rellect,  that  at  the  moment  this 
difcLiJion  is  going  forward,  the  fevered:  fuiferings  are 
endured  in  Airica  ;  let  us  confider  the  number  of  hiips 
now  lading  from  its  Coaft,  and  the  miferies  entailed  upon 
tne  wretciies  they  are  conveying  to  our  Colonies.  I  hope 
t  lat  tne  time  is  not  very  ditlant,  when  the  horrors  we 
now  witneis  will  be  endured  no  longer,  and  when  our 
poilerity  diall  have  to  compare  thefe  traditionary  crimes, 
with  the  happier  ftate  of  iociety  beiore  them  ;  when  they 
diall  behold  -fcicnce  penetrating  into  the  yet  dark  and 
uncultivated  delerts  ot  Airica  ;  when  commerce  (hall  be 
co-npcraring  to  foTten  tlie  manners  of  iis  yet  barbarous 
inhabitants,  and  wlien  the  Wed  Indies  ihall  no  more  be 
cultivated,  as  now,  by  wretched  Haves,  but  by  happy  and 
contented  labourers  •,  by  perfons  who  are  permitted  to  ' 
enjoy  the  henehts  ol  thole  laws,  and  that  government 
under  wiiich  they  live.  And  will  it  not  be  a  confoiation 
to  thole  wlio  are  to  follow  us,  to  think,  that  their  forc- 
latbers  were  tliofe  who  fird  put  an  end  to  this  abominable 
trade  hlany  honourable  Members  of  this  Houfe  may 
yet  live  to  whiiefs  all  thefe  benefits,  and  to  them  is  re- 
Icrved,  perhaps,  tlic  grcatelt  liappinels  wlncli,  in  this  flate 
of  cxldencc,  we  are  permitted  to  enjoy.  What  a  delight¬ 
ful  redediion  is  it  to  think,  that  generations  yet  unborn 
will  bids  our  memories  as  the  authors  ot  their  liberty  and 
luipiiincfs. 

“  I'lit,  Sir,  'if  fucli  will  be  the  feelings  of  thofe  who  have 
borne  any  p.nt  in  this  traniahlion,  or  who  leave  even  wit- 
Ticfdd  its  completion,  what  then  mud  be  the  feelings  of 
rny  I  Ionian  able  Friend  V/hat  is  there  in  the  wide  range 
f)i'  ])uman  ambition,  which  could  adbrd  pleafure  fo  pure, 
gratiheauion  io  exalted,  as  he  mud  enjoy  When  I  look 
to  the  man  who  has  placed  on  his  brow  the  imperial  dia¬ 
dem 
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dem  of  France,  furrounded  with  all  the  pomp  of  power 
and  all  the  pride  of  victory,  dethroning  and  creating 
monarchs  at  his  will,  dillributing  kingdoms  to  hi's  family, 
and  principalities  to  his  favourites,  feeming,  when  he  fits 
upon  his  throne,  with  his  pro  (Irate  kings  and  princes  paying 
him  their  fervile  homage,  to  have  reached  the  fummit  of 
human  ambition,  and  the  pinnacle  of  earthly  happinefs  ; — 
and  when  I  furvey  the  inmoft  recedes  of  that  man’s  mind; 
when  I  follow  him  into  his  clofet  or  to  his  bed,  and  con- 
fider  the  pangs  with  which  his  folitude  mull  be  tormented 
and  his  repofe  dillurbed,  as  he  recollects  the  blood  he  has 
(lied,  the  devaltation  and  mifery  he  has  occafioned,  and  the 
amount  of  human  happinefs  he  has  deftroyed  : — and  when 
turning  from  this  difgufting  fpe6tacle,  I  compare  with  his 
pangs  of  remorfe  the  feelings  which  mutt  accompany  my 
Honourable  Friend  from  this  Houfe  to  his  own,  after  the 
voce  of  this  night  flrall  have  accompliilred  the  object  of 
his  humane  and  unceahng  labours  ;  the  feelings  I  fay, 
which  muft  fwell  the  bofom  of  my  honoured  Friend, 
when  retiring  from  this  roof  to  the  domeftic  circle  of 
his  happy  family,  he  repofes  his  head  upon  his  pillow, 
and  relleCls  on  the  prayers  which  will  be  orFered  up  to 
heaven  for  his  protection;  I  muft  regard  him  as  an  objedl 
of  juft  envy  to  the  moft  ambitious  of  mortals.  Who  will 
not  be  proud  to  concur  with  him  in  promoting  the 
greatelF  a6l  of  national  benefit,  and  fecuring  to  the 
Africans  the  greatell  bleffing,  which  God  has  ever  put 
it  in  the  power  of  man  to  confer  on  his  fellow  creatures 

Mr.  fliBBERT. — I  rife  very  reludlantly,  Sir,  to  tref- 
pafs  upon  the  Floufe  at  this  late  hour,  and  immediately 
after  a  fpeech  as  irnpre (lively  eloquent  perhaps  as  any 
that  was  ever  delivered  within  thefe  walls  ;  but  connected 
as  I  am,  and  have  long  been,  with  the  commerce  of  the 
Weft  Indies,  it  may  be  expected  that  I  fhould  not  let  it 
pafs  with  merely  a  fiient  vote.  I  am  aware  that,  in  de¬ 
claring  my  connexion  with  tlie  Weft  India  Trade,  I  fub- 
je£t  myfelf  diredtly  to  the  charge  of  a  bias  of  intereft, 
which  we  have  recently  been  told  has  clouded  the  under- 
flandings  and  blunted  the  feelings  of  that  clafs  of  perfons. 
Sir, 'there  are  others  in  this  Houfe  who  can  better  judge 

than 
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than  I  cnn,  whether  my  iinderflandlng  and  my  feelings 
have,  in  fad',  been  fo  perverted  ;  and  yet,  Sir,  I  muft  fay, 
that  after  more  than  twenty-five  years  extenhve  connedion 
with  Jamaica,  during  the  greater  part  of  which  period 
this  cjueftion  has  agitated  the  public  and  the  legiflature,  I 
have  given  to  it  my  utinoft  attention — and  am  ftill  but 
the  more  and  more  confirmed  in  oppofition  to  the  objed 
of  the  Bill  now  before  us.  I  cannot,  however,  but  think 
it  hard,  Sir,  that  Weft  India  Proprietors  and  Merchants, 
perfons  not  dcftitute  of  talents  and  education,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  having  the  means  of  being  well  informed  on  this 
fubjed,  are  yet  in  a  manner  baniilied  from  the  court, 
while  their  interefts  and  tlieir  properties  are  litigated : 
they  are  not  allowed  to  be  either  judge,  jury,  witnefs,  or 
party  ;  for  they  are  told  that  they  quite  miftake  their  own 
interefts,  and  that  others  know  much  better  than  they  do 
what  is  good  for  them.  But  iureiy.  Sir,  they  ftiould  either 
be  hftened  to  as  difinterefted  evidence,  or  their  partial 
incereft  fnould  be  admitted  as  proof  of  the  rifle  which 
their  property  is  incurring  ;  and  the  public  ought  to  bo 
aware  of  the  extent  of  the  facrifice  which  it  may  be  called 
upon  to  make. 

“  Whatever  conceffions  may  have  been  made  by  tliofe 
who  have  preceded  me  in  the  debate,  I  cannot.  Sir,  grant 
at  the  outfet,  that  this  Bill  is  unqueftionably  grounded 
upon  humanity  and  juftice,  and  then  debate  it  as  a  matter 
of  expediency  and  policy.  There  can  be  no  difpute  about 
the  obligation  of  those  great  principles — it  is  eternal  and 
immutable  as  is  their  nature  ;  and  if  you  admit  that  the 
prefent  meafure  is  their  neceftary  dieftate,  the  clifpiite  is 
at  an  end.  I  cannot  ftand  here,  and  in  oppofition  to 
them,  calculate  the  advantage  of  an  increafed  produdliou 
of  fugar  and  coftce  :  but  if  I  had  been  told,  not  of  this 
meafure  now  propofed  to  us,  but  of  any  meafure  which 
although  it  w'as  indifputably  enjoined  by  every  principle 
of  jultice  and  humanity,  yet  in  the  courfe  of  almoft 
twenty  years  difcullion,  ic  had  not  been  able  to  make  its 
cTfeflive  progrefs  tlirougli  the  Britifh  Parliament  (recom¬ 
mended,  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  cry  of  the  people  out  of 
doors, ^  and  by  an  union  of  the  greateft  talents  within), 
until  it  received  tlie  proteffing  liand  of  his  Majcfty'a 
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principal  minifter  in  either  Houfcj  V  fhoukl  fay,  ^  it  is 
impoffible  \  there  muft  be  fome  miilake  in  the  application 
of  thefe  great  principles  to  the  meafure  it  is  one  of  thofe 
meafures  perhaps  which,  grounding  itfelf  upon  exifling  and 
acknowledged  abufes,  attempts  to  accomplifli  objecfs  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  legiflatioii,  afTumes  a  flandard  of  human 
perfedfion  which  experience  does  not  juflify,  and  puts 
into  hazard  exifling  eflabliiliments,  which,  though  imper¬ 
fect,  confer  much  public  and  much  private  benefit,  and 
merely  promifes  to  fubftitute  what  exills  only  in  vifionary 
theory.  If  fo,  the* meafure  mull  be  the  occafion  of  juH 
jealoufy  to  a  wife  legif  iture,  as  approaching,  in  feature 
and  character,  to  thofe  wild  projects  of  reform,  to  which 
the  fpirit  of  modern  philanthropy  has  given  birth,  and  of 
which  the  civilized  world  has  lately  feen  the  terrible 
jrefults — projedts,  Sir,  that  have  univerfally  proved  fub- 
verfive  of  their  objects,  and  have  collaterally  caufed  an 
immenfe  mafs  of  mlfery  and  deftruction. 

What  is  it,  Sir,  that  could  have  refilled  a  meafure^ 
which  had  been  unqueftionably  built  upon  thofe  great 
principles  ?  Is  it  the  oppofitiori  of  the  W elt  India  body  in 
Parliament  ?  Alas,  Sir,  who  ever  heard  of  them  as  com¬ 
bined  into  a  political  phalanx,  difplaying  regular  front  in  ^ 

critical  moments,  and  giving  and  receiving  mutual  affift- 
ance  and  fupport  ?  I  will  not  fay  whether,  had  they  done 
fo,  they  would  have  (food  here  now  defencelefs  as  they 
do.  In  faCt,  they  have  felt  their  intimate  connection  with 
all  the  leading  interefts  of  the  mother  country ;  they  have 
looked  upon  the  merchant,  the  banker,  the  manufacturer^ 
the  land-holder,  the  foldier,  and  the  feaman  in  this  Houfe 
as  their  reprefentatives,  and  they  have  experienced  occa- 
(ionally  fupport  from  them ^  all :  more  particularly  mult  f 
declare,  with  heart-felt  gratitude,  that  in  every  rank  of 
the  Britidi  Navy,  the  Colonilts  have  found  friends.  In 
this  fenfe  it  may  indeed  be  fald  that  tlie  Weft  India  in- 
tereft  has  influenced  the  queftion  5  but  of  fuch  Influence 
I  feel  proud — it  is  not  the  influence  of  intrigue  or  of 
party. 

“  Sir,  I  will  now  meet  the  queftion  fairly,  and  look 
to  the  application  of  thefe  great  principles  of  juflice  and 
humanity.  Is  it  pretended,  that  the  mere  poiTeflion,  or 
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life,  or  transfer  of  a  Slav'e  in  Africa,  is  unjufi:  or  inhuman  ? 
Is  it  unjuft  ?  By  all  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  Africa,  ex- 
ifting  from  the  remoteft  antiquity,  it  is  authorized  ;  and 
the  abftracfi:  rights  of  man  cannot  be  profitably  applied  to 
iocieties  exifting  under  eftabliflaed  laws,  is  cotifijl- 

€iit  with  thofe  laws  mtijl  he  accounted  jufl.  Is  the  fame  thiiig 
in  Africa  inhuman  ?  Surely  not.  We  have  abundance  of 
evidence  to  prove,  that  during  famines,  wliich  are  fre¬ 
quent  in  Africa,  multitudes  of  the  natives  fly  to  Slavery 
as  a  refuge,  and  without  it  muft  inevitably  perifh  :  and 
fuppofe  them,  at  fuch  times,  transferred  from  a  poorer  to 
a  richer  mafter—is  that  inhuman?  I  could  not  but  fhew 
an  expreflion  of  dilfent  to-night,  when  an  honourable 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Fawkes)  fo  pofitively  told  us  that  Sla¬ 
very,  and  the  fale  of  Slaves,  were  forbidden  by  the  divine 
law.  Sir,  I  did  not  look  for  this  part  of  the  difeuflion  ; 
but  as  it  has  been  brought  forward,  I  muft  fay,  that  in 
the  facred  books  I  can  find  no  fuch  authority.  In  the  Old 
Teftament,  the  Slave  Trade,  or  the  fale  of  men,  is  fpoken 
of  juft  as  other  trades'.  The  New  Teftament  inculcates 
juftice  and  humanity  in  every  ftation  ;  but  it  interferes 
with  no  political  relations  whatfoever.  I  need  not  tell 
honourable  Gentlemen  that  the  Greek  word,  which  in  our 
verfion  is  every  where  tranfiated  Servant^  does  really  mean 
Slave:  and  fince  the  fubjeT  has  been  ftarted,  I  fhall 
mention,  that  in  the  Epiftle  of  Paul  to  Philem'on,  Paul 
fends  back  Onefimus,  who  was  Philemon’s  Slave,  and  had 
run  away  from  his  mafter,  to  refume  his  ftation,  without 
one  w'ord  difapproving  of  Slavery,  or  vindicating  Onefi¬ 
mus,  who  had  fled  from  it.  The  honourable  Gentleman 
cited  that  admirable  rule — ‘  Do  unto  others  as  ye  would 
that  they  ftmuld  do  unto  you,’  as  decifive  on  this  queftion; 
but  how  does  the  honourable  Gentleman  read  that  divine 
rule  as  applied  to  this  matter  ?  Does  he  maintain,  that  be- 
caufe  being  a  BritiflilabourerJ  ftiould  be  glad  that  my  mafter 
would  pav  me  wages  for  doing  nothing,  that  therefore  I, 
being  a  mafter,  ought  fo  to  treat  my  labourer?  As  applied 
to  Slave  and  mafter,  I  underftand  that  rule  to  inculcate 
no  more  than  this — That  a  have  may  reafonably  expecfl 
from  his  mafter  protection  and  kindnefs,  in  return  for 
diligence  and  fidelity,  and  a  kind  and  careiul  mafter  has 
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tlie  fame  right  to  expe61:  fidelity  and  diligence  from  his 
Slave.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  Slave  Trade,  but  the  abufes  inci¬ 
dent  to  that  trade,  to  which  the  preamble  of  this  bill  can 
be  properly  applied.  There  can  be  no  queftion  concerning 
the  injuflice,  inhumanity,  and  impolicy  of  thefe  abufes  ; 
but  the  preamble  of  the  bill  as  it  ftands  is,  ftridbly  fpeaking, 
untrue,  and  is  liable  alfo  to  many  other  objections. 

The  authorities  of  the  many  eminent  men  who  have 
oppofed  this  trade  in  Parliament,  have  been  brought  for¬ 
ward  ;  and  the  noble  Lord  (Howick)  has  appealed  with 
triumph  to  the  united  fentiments  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Pitt,  upon  this  fubjedf.  But  this  v/as  not  the  only  fub- 
jedl  upon  which  their  opinions  were  in  unifon.  Sir,  I 
recolledf,  more  than  twenty-five  years  ago,  fitting  in  that 
gallery,  v/hen  their  eloquence,  like  the  dreams  of  two 
mighty  rivers,  united  againfl  the  date  of  reprefentation  of 
the  people  in  this  Houfe;  and  what  followed  ?  The 
Houfe  was  delighted,  but  not  convinced.  And  yet  was 
there  any  doubt  that  the  date  of  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people  was  unequal,  nay  defective  and  faulty?  Was  there 
not,  as  upon  this  quedion,  a  mod  prevalent  and  clamorous 
opinion  out  of  doors  ?  The  machine  too  was  in  our  hands; 
no  co-operation  was  needed ;  we  could  trace  effedt  di- 
redtly  to  its  caufe ;  we  could  fubditute  indantly  the  new 
fabric  for  the  old  one ;  what  was  it  then  that  dopped 
our  hands?  Sir,  the  Houfe  acknowledijed  the  evil,  but 
dreaded  the  remedy.  It  was  the  fentiment  of  the  majo¬ 
rity  in  that  day 

‘  Rather  to  bear  the  ills  they  had, 

^  Than  fly  to  others  which  they  know  not  of*,’ 
and  the  legiflature  felt  itfelf  bound  to  delay  the  remedy  of 
an  acknowledged  evil,  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
people  out  of  doors,  and  of  the  greated  orators  within.  ■ 
It  is  unfair  then  to  call  thofe  who  oppofe  the  prefent 
bill  the  abettors  of  Slavery  and  of  the  Slave  Trade.  If  a 
bill  were  brought  into  this  Houfe  with  a  view  to  abolifh 
forgery,  it  might  take  for  for  its  preamble  properly 
enough — *  Whereas  forgery  is  contrary  to  judice  but  if 
it  were  to  go  on  to  prqhibit  the  ufe  of  paper  as  a  medium 
of  exchange,  although  fuch  a  provifion  might  render  for¬ 
geries  lefs  frequent,  yet  thofe  who  fhould  perceive  the 
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inexpediency  of  fuch  a  meafure,  and  fliould  therefore 
pppofe  the  bill,  ought  they  to  be  denominated  the  abettors  of 
forgery  ?  I  find  myfelf,  Sir,  exa£i:iy  thus  placed,  in  refpe6l 
to  the  bill  now  under  confideration.  No  one  values  more 
the  blefiing  of  liberty,  or  regrets  more  the  exiftence  and 
baneful  efFedfs  of  Slavery — no  one  is  more  ready  to  pro¬ 
mote  whatever  may  remedy  the,abufes  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
or  mitigate  the  miferies  of  a  date  of  Slavery — but  this 
bill.  Sir,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  calculated  to  accomplifh 
thofe  objedts. 

The  noble  Lord  (Howick)  might  have  fpared  him- 
felf  the  proof  of  the  imall  value  of  the  African  part  of 
the  trade ;  it  has  been  reduced  by  fuccefiive  A61:s  of  Par¬ 
liament  into  the  mere  means  of  neceflary  fupply  to  the 
population  of  our  old  colonies  ;  and,  had  not  thofe  colo¬ 
nies  feen  abolition  fufpended  over  their  heads,  their  fup¬ 
ply  would  have  been  flill  fmaller.  ‘There  is,  in  fa6t.  Sir, 
no  encouragement  to  the  extenfion  of  cultivation  in  the 
colonies,  under  the  expence  of  purchafing  Negroes  for  that 
purpofe.  I  do  not  believe,  that  were  you  to  remove  the 
dread  of  abolition,  our  old  colonies  would  require  annually 
more  than  feven  thoufand  imported  Slaves:  and  looking 
to  this  limited  trade  as  necefTary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
colonies,  and  as  fubjedl  to  wife  and  humane  regulations, 
looking  alfo  to  what  is  and  has  been  the  date  of  fociety  in 
Africa,  I  cannot  think  that  this  remnant  of  the  trade  calls 
upon  us  for  its  abolition. 

Sir,  there  has  been  a  very  prevalent  mifreprefentation 
of  what  was  the  date  of  Africa  previous  to  the  colonial 
demand  for  Slaves.  I  have  feen  publications  extenfively 
circulated,  which  aflert,  that  its  wars  and  its  miferies  are 
all  imputable  to  the  European  Slave  Trade.  There  is  a 
pamphlet  which  has  the  refpecdable  name  of  a  noble 
Lord,  a  member  of  this  Fdoufe  affixed  to  it,  which  advert¬ 
ing  to  the  account  given  by  Leo  Africanus  (who  wrote 
about  the  middle  of  the  15  th  century)  of  the  negro  nations, 
dates,  upon  his  authority,  that  the  Africans  never  made 
and  that  the  wdiole  of  the  Slave  Trade  now  carried 
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on  by  the  Europeans  has  been  entirely  brought  about  by 
the  nations  of  Europe.  Now,  Sir,  it  may  feem  extraor¬ 
dinary,  but  it  is  neverthelefg  true,  that  although  the  intel¬ 
ligent 
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ligent  hiflorian,  Leo  Africanus,  does  indeed  flate,  that, 
according  to  the  accounts  of  fome  preceding  traveller ^  the 
inhabitants  of  Negro  Land  lead  a  brutal  life,  waging  no 
wars,  nor  feeking  conquefts,  yet  he,  who  travelled  through 
thefe  countries  himfelf,  ftates  of  many  of  the  fovereigns 
of  thofe  parts,-  that  they  were  perpetually  at  war,  and 
liable  to  frequent  predatory  incurfions  from  their  neigh¬ 
bours.  At  Tombudoo,  in  particular.  Slaves  were  pub- 
,  licly  fold  to  the  Moors  and  to  the  Egyptians,  and  at  fo 
cheap  a  rate,  that  fifteen  to  twenty  were  paid  for  one 
l^orfe — horfes  being  wanted  for  the  purpofes  of  war.  In 
the  work  of  Leo  Africanus,  Sir,  we  fee  Africa,  at  this 
early  day,  inviting  the  Slave  Trade,  not  the  Slave  Trade 
feducing  Africa,  I  might  qupte  other  paffirges  from  this 
liiftorian,  with  fome  effed,  but  I  will  beg  to  refer  gentle¬ 
men  to  the  book  itfelf,  and  to  the  voyages  of  Ca.demosta, 
who  wrote  about  the  fame  time,  and  whofe  evidence  has 
alfo  been  mifreprefented.  Thefe  accounts  are  not,  Sir, 
rior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
upon  the  coaft,  but  they  have  not 
connexion  with  that  trade,  which  commenced,  as  I  un- 
derftand,  in  another  and  more  fouthern  diftrid  of  the 
coaft. ^  I  will  alfo.  Sir,  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention’ 
of  gentlemen  to  the  accounts  of  the  travellers  Bruce 
and  Parke,  and  more  efpecially  of  the  latter  \  and  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  the  whole  tenor  of  what  he  tells  us  of 
the  Negro  nations  does  not  ftiew  that  we  fhall  better  their 
condition  by  abandoning  this  trade.  What  Mr.  Parke 
has  wrkten  of  the  Negro  nations  may  be  advantageoufly 
compared  with  the  comment  which  Mr.  Malthus  has 
conneded  with  it  in  his  book  upon  population.  I  do  not. 
Sir,  know  the  fentirhents  of  Mr.  Malthus  on  the  Slave 
Trade,  but  from  what  I  read  in  his  hook,  I  gather  no  hopes 
of  accompliftiing  a  falutary  revolution  in  the  ftate  of  Africa 
by  the  operation  of  this  bill. 

“  Thefe  are  my  reafons,  Sir,  for  doubting  whether 
even  a  concurrent  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  would  be¬ 
nefit  Africa*  *,  but  an  abandonment  of  that  fmall  fhare 
which  we  now  carry  on  under  the  ftrideft  regulations, 

*  The  Portugucfd  Slavc  Trade  began  not  on  the  fouthern  coaft,  but  On 
that  part  called  the  windward  coaft.  Editor, 
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cannot  linye  the  fmalleft  effect  towards  iliat  obje(£l.  It 
has  the  difadvantage  of  precluding  the  hope  of  a  concur¬ 
rent  abolition,  and  of  inviting  our  rivals  to  affume  our 
place  in  the  trade.  It  opens  the  door  to  France  to  form 
and  to  extends  colonies,  and  forbids  us  to  recruit  thofe 
we  podefs  by  an  imported  population.  Is  it.  Sir,  a  doubt 
whether  France  will  greedily  avail  herfelf  of  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  ?  Is  it  not  an  acknowledged  axiom  of  French  policy, 
that  her  colonial  and  naval  power  mull  rife  and  fall  to¬ 
gether  ?  We  have  the  recent  declaration  of  him  who  is 
now  at  tlie  head  of  her  government,  to  this  efFedf  ;  and 
the  hifhory  of  the  French  commerce  and  maritime  ftrength 
juffifies  tne  policy.  Is  it  a  doubt.  Sir,  with  any  man  in 
this  Houfe,  whether  France  will,  at  a  peace,  feek  to  ren¬ 
der  her  W  eft  India  colonies  flouriflring,  and  feek  to  do  it 
by  recruiting  their  population  from  Africa  ?  As  to  the 
Spanifh  fliare  of  the  trade,  an  Honourable  Baronet,  once 
a  M'mber  of  this  Houfe,  and  then  one  of  the  firft,  if  not 
the  firft,  merchant  in  Europe,  was,  foon  after  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  at  Paris,  where  he  was  applied  to  by  one  of 
the  moft  refpecfable  mercantile  houfes  of  that  capital,  in 
conjuncfion  with  another  at  Madrid,  to  undertake  the 
furnifhing  of  fifteen  thoufand  African  Slaves  for  Cuba. 
I\dy  friend  replied,  that  his  houfe  had  no  concern  in  the 
African  Trade  :  however,  he  undertook  to  furnifti  them 
with  the  corredfeft  information  from  Liverpool  and  Lon¬ 
don  upon  the  fubjedf.  He  did  fo  •,  and  the  refult  was, 
that  they  faid  they  could  be  fupplied  otherwife  upon 
cheaper  terms.  However  humane  our  regulations  might 
be,  they  rendered  the  freight  of  the  Negro  too  dear,  and 
that  would  not  fuit  them.  This,  Sir,  is  a  fingle  fadf,  but 
it  is  an  authentic  and  recent  one,  and'  of  magnitude 
enough  to  lead  us  to  reflcdf  how  far  we  conduce  to  the 
advantage  of  Africa,  by  abandoning  our  part  of  this 
Trade. 

“  It  cannot  be  doubted.  Sir,  that  in  the  Weft  Indies 
the  treatment  of  Slaves  has  been  progrcffively  ameliorated. 
The  accounts  which  have  been  produced  and  cited  by  the 
noble  Lord  *  tend  to  prove  it.  It  is  ftated  in  thofe  ac¬ 
counts,  that  the  increafe  by  births  in  proportion  to  the 

^  Lord  Howick. 
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deaths,  has,  as  far  as  it  can  be  afcertainecl  by  the  accounts, 
been  advancing  :  and  what  are  we  to  gather  from  this. 
Sir,  but  that  the  Planters  do  not  need  the  compuhion 
which  you  pretend  to  lay  upon  them  by  this  bill,  to  treat 
their  Slaves  with  humanity  ?  If  this  fadt  be  conne61:ed  with 
the  fmall  amount  of  that  fupply  which  the  illands  now 
need,  do  we  not  fee  that  all  the  objects  which  the  Aboli- 
tionifts  profefs  to  have  in  view  are  gained  or  gaining— 
that  the  fupply  itfelf  is  lelTening,  and  the  need  of  that 
fupply  lellening  too  ?  And  this  we  find  is  progrelfively 
elfehfing  without  violence,  without  a  meafure  that  may 
elevate  the  blacks  into  phrenzy,  and  plunge  the  whites 
into  defpair. 

Admit,  however,  that  population  by  natural  means 
is  generally  on  the  advance,  or  rather  that,  barring  acci¬ 
dents,  the  decreafe  is  lefs  rapid  than  it  has  been,  this  will 
not  reach  individual  cafes,  nor  will  it  remedy  thofe  acci¬ 
dents  which  humanity  and  vigilance  neither  can  forefee 
nor  prevent,  and  which  have  fo  often  depopulated  parti¬ 
cular  diftridfs  and  wdiole  iflands. 

Of  the  inflances  of  cruelty  which  an  honourable 
General  has  detailed  to  the  Houle,  two,-*  I  obferve,  were 
perpetrated  by  females  ;  and  I  hope  that  the  trite  obfer- 
vation — Corruptio  bonarura pejjima — may  be  applied  to  thefe 
cafes.  If  there  exifl  the  fmalleft  doubt  whether  the  gene¬ 
ral  treatment  of  the  Slaves  in  the  Weft  Indies  be  kind  and 
humane,  why  not  fend  out  a  parliamentary  commillion, 
to  enquire  into  and  to  report  the  fa’dls,  rather  than  fubjeeft 
a  large  clafs  of  Britifii  fubjeefs  to  the  odium  of  their 
countrymen,  by  prefenting,  under  aggravated  colours,  a 
few  inftances.of  atrocity,  committed  by  individuals,  of 
whom  good  and  bad  are  to  be  found  in  every  fociety  ? 

I  can  ftate,  with  the  utmoft  truth,  that  I  have  been  con- 
nefled  as  a  merchant  with  about  fixty  eftates  in  the  idand 
of  Jamaica,  and  that,  in  the  late  diftreifes  of  the  trade,  we 
have  been  compelled  to  obferve  the  utmoft  economy  in 
the  amount  and  value  of  the  fupplies  fent  out ;  and  yet  in 
not  one  inftance  have  we  curtailed,  or  been  defired  to 
curtail,  the  articles  fent  out  for  the  ufe  and  comfort  of 
the  Negroes,  although,  in  almoft  every  inftance,  we  have  * 
done  fo  in  refpe£l  to  thofe  for  the  ufe  of  the  whites. 

'■  There 


There  is  not  yet.  Sir,  any  diftin^t  underftanding 
whether  this  bill  is  or  is  not  to  be  accompanied  with  a 
provifion  of  compenCation  for  thofe  whom  its  operation 
may  injure ;  and,  unlefs  fome  pledge  to  that  effe61:  be 
given,  I  mull  confider  that  the  injuftice  it  may’infli6t 
upon  individuals  is  a  fair  argument  againfh  its  principle. 
The  noble  Lord  has  ftated,  that  it  has  not  been  ufual  for 
Parliament  to  provide  compenfation  profpe^tively  y  and 
yet.  Sir,  in  recent  inftances,  I  mean  in  the  Well  India 
and  London  Dock  A6ls,  a  provifion  of  profpe6live  com-» 
penfation  is  made  for  every  defcription  of  perfons  to  whofe 
injury  thofe  bills  might  operate.  There  are,  Sir,  in  this 
country,  many  large  fadlories  built,  where  three  or  four 
hundred  perfons  are  often  confined  together,  employed  in 
the  fpinning  of  cotton  and  filk :  thofe  eftablifhments, 
though  advantageous  in  a  commercial  view,  are  fatal  it 
will  be  allowed  both  to  the  health  and  to  the  morals  of 
his  Majefty’s  fubjedls :  now,  fuppofing  that  the  philan¬ 
thropic  fpirit  were  to  extend  to  them,  and  we  were  to  fay, 
‘We  pretend  not  to  interfere  with  what  exifts  already  j 
keep  the  labourers  you  have  got,  we  wont  emancipate 
them,  they  are  not  fit  for  emancipation  *,  but  not  one 
more  ruddy-cheeked  boy  or  blooming  girl  fhall  you  feduce 
from  their  ignorant  and  deluded  parents,  and  immure  in 
your  putrid  haunts  of  vice  and  difeafe.  Tell  us  not  of 
your  ventilators  and  your  artificial  gaffes  *,  the  thing  ia 
contrary  to  firft  principles,  and  it  muft  be  difcontinued.’ 
Now,  can  we  believe  that  he  who  has  juft  built,  at  con- 
fiderable  expence,  one  of  thofe  fadlories,  and  had  partially, 
or  not  at  all,  fupplied  it  with  labourers,  would  not  in 
this  cafe  call  aloud  for  compenfation  ?  and  could  that 
compenfation  be  juftly  denied  to  him  ?  And  yet,  Sir, 
the  filk  and  cotton  fadlor  has  no  greater  legiflative  autho¬ 
rity  to  plead  than  has  the  Weft  India  Planter  for  his 
eftablifhment ;  nor  is  the  fuppofed  cafe  which  I  have  put 
of  the  former  harder  than  the  real  one  of  the  latter,  after 
this  bill  paffes  ;  and,  independently  of  the  general  cafe, 
there  are  individual  calbs  of  peculiar  hardfhip,  thofe  of 
minors,  of  leflbrs,  and  of  proprietors  of  eftates  under  truft, 
whofe  eftates  will  be  either  confiderably  depreciated,  or  of 
no  value  at  all. 
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“  There  are  feme,  Sir,  who  will  admit  the  truth  of 
many  of  the  confiderations  I  have  urged — ^  But/  fay  they,  ^ 

*  there  is  conne61:ed  with  the  Slave  Trade  much  abufe  and 
much  inhumanity,  and,  at  all  events,  we  will  walh  our 
hands  of  any  fhare  in  it/  Gentlemen  fhould  confider.  Sir, 
how  far  they  would  follow  this  principle,  and  whither  it 
would  lead  them  *,  it  would  certainly  go  the  length  of 
fuppreffing  the  licencing  of  alehoufes,  and  the  continuance 
of  lotteries.  Can  the  mifehiefs  with  which  thefe  are 
connected  in  fociety  be  doubted  ?  If,  Sir,  I  were  in- 
dined  to  attempt  the  feelings  of  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe 
with  a  pathetic  ftory,  I  could  fhew  them,  and  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  metropolis,  an  induftrious  mother  with 
fix  or  eight  children,  their  countenances  pale,  their  limbg 
emaciated,  and  their  bodies  fwoln  with  famine,  picking  up 
a  fcanty  fubfiflence  by  the  only  labour  which  fuch  feeble 
hands  can  execute,  while  the  father  of  this  family,  he  who 
ought  to  fupport  them,  is  taking  what  is  called  a  plunge 
at  the  neighbouring  alehoufe,  fpending  the  fruits  of  one 
week’s  labour,  and  mortgaging  that  of  another  ;  and  this 
after  having  carried  away  the  leathern  bag  from  the  cot¬ 
tage  roof,  which  contained  the  pence  and  fixpences,  the 
hard  favings  of  the  year  (faved  to  pay  the  rent  at  Lady- 
day),  and  having  funk  the  whole  of  it  with  one  of  thofe 
itinerant  propagators  of  ruin  who  now  invade  the  privacy 
of  your  remoteft  villages  with  a  cart  ftuck  over  with  lottery 
bills.  This,  Sir,  is  not  a  fiditious  nor^an  uncommon  cafe, 
and  yet  our  philanthropifts  do  not  make  it  the  theme  of 
declamation,  or  the  objed  of  reform.  This  is  too  near 
and  too  obvious  for  them — their  aim  is  more  diftant,  their  ( 

fcope  is  larger.  The  fpirit  of  modern  reform  does  not  ad. 

Sir,  like  the  rational  principle  of  felf-love  fo  beautifully 
deferibed  by  the  poet,  which  firft  puts  the  centre  in  mo¬ 
tion,  and  then  extends  itfelf  in  progreflive  circles  of  bene- 
'ficence  to  the  extremities.  The  fpirit  of  modern  reform 
attacks  at  once  the  conneding  chain  of  the  fyftem,  and,  if 
the  whole  do  not  fall  to  pieces  with  its  touch,  it  work$ 
inwards  till  it  fhakes  the  centre.  I  muft,  for  the  reafonf 
I  have  given,  vote  againft  theTecond  reading  of  the  bill.’^ 
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Mr.  WiLberforce.' — Sir,  it  is  far  from  my  intention 
to  detain  the  Houfe  for  many  minutes  at  this  late  hour, 
when  I  feel  myfelf  incapable  of  adding  weight  to  the 
arguments  which  have  been  adduced,  or  force  to  the 
eloquence  which  has  been  dlfplayed.  But  the  Honourable 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  made  to  the  Houfe  fo'me  re¬ 
marks  which  renders  it  necelTary  for  me  to  trefpafs  on 
your  time  for  a  few  moments. 

I  have  liftened  with  fingular  attention  to  what  has 
fallen 'from  Flonourable  Gentlemen  to-night,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  the  Gentleman  who  has  juft  fat  down.  Knowing 
his  habits  of  life,  and  his  refpedfability  of  charadfer,  I 
w^as  curious  to  fee,  .in  what  new  form  this  fubjedt  had 
prefented  itfelf  to  him.  I  muft  confefs,  that  I  w^as  a  little 
difappointed  ;  becaufe  his  view  of  it  was  narrow  and  con- 
tradfed,  in  a  degree  which  I  could  not  have  previoufly 
conceived. 

It  has  been  faid,  Sir,  that  it  was  wholly  unneceflary 
to  abolifh  the  Slave  Trade,  becaufe,  in  time,  the  Planters 
of  the  iflands  would  ab.^lifii  it  themfelves.  How  much, 
Sir,  and  how  fully  is  this  contradidfed,  when  we  fee  them 
importing  negroes  every  day  in  vafi:  quantities,  not  to 
fupply  the  wafted  population  merely,  but  to  increafe  their 
wealth  by  the  cultivation  of  new  lands  at  an  enormous 
cxpence  of  African  life.  It  furprized  me.  Sir,  not  a  little, 
to  obferve,  how  little  aware  that  Honourable  Gentleman 
feemed  to  be  of  this  fadl.  Is  he  then  fo  little  converfant 
with  the  documents  which  have  been  laid  upon  your 
table  ?  Does  he  not  know  that  the  aftembly  of  Jamaica, 
and  that  of  the  other  iflands,  were  applied  to  by  letter 
from  his  Majefty’s  Secretary  of  State,  to  take  fuch  fteps 
for  improving  the  population  in  the  iflands  as  might  render 
the  continuance  of  the  Slave  Trade  at  length  unncceflary  ? 
And  does  he  not  know  that  the  aficmbly  of  Jamaica,  inftead 
of  accedirg  to  his  Majefty’s  wifh,  replied  by- an  addrefs, 
in  which  they  exprefled  themfelves  decidedly  hoftile  to  any 
plans  which  fliould  have  in  view  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  at  any  time  however  diftant;  a  fentiment  in  which 
the  legiflatures  of  the  other  iflands  concurred  ?  Does  he 
not  alfo  know,  that  in  a  report  of  the  fame  alfembly  oT 
Jamaica,  v/hich  was  afterwards  prefented  to  this  Houfe, 
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they  difl:in(3:Iy  ftate,  that  though  they  might  endeavour  to 
improve  the  condition  of  their  Slaves  in  any  other  way, 
yet  they  could  no^*  concur  in  doing  it  with  any  view  to  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  That  trade  they  alTerted 
to  be  their  juft  and  ifialienable  birth-right.  They  at  the 
fame  time  reminded  the  Houfe,  of  what  perhaps  it  was 
before  aware,  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica  was  ftill  uncultivated,  and  that  the  Slave  Trade 
was  neceflary,  in  order  to  bring  the  waftc  lands  into  cul¬ 
tivation.  And  this  rcafoning  the  Honourable  Gentleman 
muft  know  will  apply  in  great  meafure  to  all  the  other 
iflands  in  the  W eft  Indies  •,  that  it  applies  particularly  to 
Trinidad,  in  which,  perhaps,  there  is  a  ftill  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  uncultivated  land  than  even  in  Jamaica  itfelf.  If 
therefore  the  importation  of  flaves  were  to  be  permitted 
until  the  whole  were  cultivated,  it  would  be  impoftible 
for  us  to  define  any  limits  to  which  it  might  not  extend. 
And  indeed  in  reading  ail  the  addrefles  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  particularly  from  Jamaica,  it  is  impoftible 
to  put  any  other  conftru^lion  on  their  language  than  this, 
that  they  muft  go'  on  cultivating  the  iflands  until  the 
whole  is  brought  into  a  ftate  of  tillage,  which  can  not 
poflibly  be  done  in  a  fhorter  period  than  240  years,  and 
which  would  occafion  the  importation  of  1,240,000 
Negroes,  before  it  could  be  completed. 

So  far  from  contradidting  the  fadls  which  have  been 
brought  forward  by  my  noble  Friend,  the  honourable 
Member  has  admitted  the  ftate  of  population  to  be  as  has 
been  afTerted,  and  it  muft  be  obvious  that  he  cannot  fairly 
ufe  the  argument  ariflng  from  the  circumftance  both 
v/ay$.  Having  adopted  however  the  calculations  of  my 
noble  friend  refpedfing  the  Weft  Indies,  we  are  now  fully 
intitled  to  reafon  upon  them.  Thofe  calculations  were 
drawn  up  by  that  great  mafter  of  policy  fo  often  referred 
to  in  the  courfc  of  this  night.  (Mr.  Pitt.)  They  have 
been  canvafTed  with  all  the  care  which  could  be  beftowed 
upon  the  fubjedl  ;  they  have  ftood  the  teft  of  the  moft 
rigid  Icrutiny  and  examination,  and  they  remain  to  this 
day  unanfwered.  Nay,  the  fubfequent  information  which 
we  have  received,  has  convinced  us  of  the  general  cor- 
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re^tnefs  both  of  the  calculations,  and  of  the  reafonings 
which  have  been  founded  upon  them. 

^  “  The  honourable  Member  talked  much,  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  fpeech  as  well  as  at  the  conclufion  of  it,  of 
the  hard  ufage  the  Weft  India  Planters  had  received  in 
the  courfe  of  the  difcuflions  on  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade ;  but  from  the  very  fir  ft  day  I  engaged  in  this  dif- 
cuflion,  I  endeavoured  to  abftain  from  exprefling  fenti- 
ments  refle^ling  on  the  conduct  of  the  Weft  India  body. 
Yet  what  could  the  honourable  Member  expe6f  ?  Does 
he  expcdl,  does  he  really  mean  that  from  tendernefs  to 
that  body  we  fhould  compliment  away  the  univerfal  feel¬ 
ings  of  human  nature  ?  It  has  been  faid.  Sir,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  debate,  that  the  white  men  do  not  abufe  the 
power  which  is  placed  in  their  hands,  and  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difficulty  of  bringing  them  to  juftice,  they 
treat  the  Negroes  with  humanity  and  kindnefs  ;  and  that 
he  who  afferts  the  contrary,  is  guilty  of  the  groflcft  ca¬ 
lumny.  But  what  fays  the  recent  correfpondence  of  my 
Lord  Seaforth  ?  Does  it  not  fpcak  a  language  which 
muft  fill  every  man  with  horror,  as  he  reads  of  the  una¬ 
bating  feverity  and  mifguided  prejudices  of  all  orders  of 
the  whites,  againft  the  unfortunate  Slaves ;  and  finds  that 
barbarity  and  cruelty,  inftead  of  exciting  their  fympathy 
and  compaflion,  only  gives  rife  to  their  refentment. 

But  that  honourable  Member  would  not  only  have  us 
give  up  our  underftanding,  but  every  thing  that  experi¬ 
ence  has  taught  us  *,  he  would  have  us  believe,  that  the 
treatment  of  the  weak  by  the  ftrong,  of  the  poor  by  the 
rich,  is  totally  different  in  the  Weft  Indies,  from  what  we 
have  ever  witneffcd  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  Sir, 
we  arc  not  to  be  led  away  by  fuch  futile  remarks.;  we 
have  a  duty  to  difcliarge  to  a  multitude  of  human  beings, 
whofe  happinefs  depends  upon  our  decifion.  The  feelings 
of  the  human  heart  have  been  invoked  in  favour  of  the 
Planters  of  our  iflands  *,  now  let  us  apply  thofe  feelings, 
as  wc  have  been  told  to-night,  not  to  the  oppreflbr,  but 
to  the  opprefled.  Let  us  recoiled!,  that  we  have  a  duty 
to  perform  to  the  Africans,  that  we  have  no  right  to  trifle 
with  their  privileges,  that  we  have  no  authority  to  com¬ 
pliment  away  their  liberties ;  and  let  us  confider  them,  as 
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if  we  ourfelves  had  been  placed  under  fimilar  circum- 
ftances.  What  would  then  have  been  our  expectations 
from  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ?  I  cannot  feverely 
cenfure  the  conduCt  of  thofe  honourable  Gentlemen  who 
have  oppofed  us  in  this  difcuflion ;  all  I  impute  to  them 
is,  that  they  have  yielded  to  the  force  of  circumftances. 
The  habits  of  the  mind  are  formed  by  ten  thoufand  cir¬ 
cumftances,  although  for  that  formation  we  are  unable  to 
account.  In  this  debate  objeCfs  are  prefented  to  our  view- 
in  the  ftiape  of  human  beings,  whom  the  minds  of  honour¬ 
able  Gentlemen  are  fo  unaccuftomed  to  contemplate  as 
fuch,  that  we  forget  they  are  our  brethren,  and  confider 
them  not  as  fellow-creatures.  It  is  not  thofe  honourable 
Members  that  I  blame,  it  is  not  they  that  are  in  fault ;  it 
is  we  that  are  to  blame,  it  is  we  that  are  in  fault,  for 
having  fuffered  this  trade  to  continue  fo  long  as  it  has* 
But  if  we  had  before  been  aware  that  the  cafe  was  fuch 
as  it  is  now  rcprefented  to  us,  I  am  confident  that  we 
fhould,  as  we  do  now,  have  attempted  its  abolition,  and 
our  apology  that  we  have  not  done  it  before  is,  that  we 
were  ignorant  of  the  true  ft  ate  of  the  cafe. 

“  The  honourable  Member  feemed  difpofed  to  argue, 
that  the  Slave  Trade  was  authorized  by  the  facred  writ¬ 
ings,  and  to  fupport  this  pofition,  he  alludes  fomewhat 
unfortunately  to  the  cafe  of  Philemon's  Have,  Onefimus, 
But  how  different  are  all  the  circumftances  there  men¬ 
tioned  from  what  we  might  fuppofe  to  exift  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  Compare  but  the  manner  in  which  this  fervant 
is  fent  back  to  his  mafter,  as  it  is  related  in  the  feriptures, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  runaway  flave  would  return 
to  his  owner  on  a  Weft  Indian  plantation,  and  you  will 
fee  the  ftriking  contraft.  ^  Receive  him,’  fays  the  apoftle, 
‘  not  now  as  a  fervant,  but  above  a  fervant,  a  brother 
beloved,  fpeciaily  to  me,  but  much  more  to  thee.’  What 
does  the  honourable  Gentleman  fuppofe  would  be  the 
feelings  of  a  Weft  India  Proprietor  on  receiving  a  fimilar 
requeft  in  behalf  of  his  negro  ?  a  brother !  a  brother 
beloved ! 

I  cannot,  however,  help  faying  a  few  words,  unwilling 
as  I  am  to  detain  the  Houfe,  upon  the  manner  in  which 
this  fubjedi  has  been  treated  by  the  honourable  Gentle- 
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man.  What  Is  the  efFea  of  the  trade  ?  It  Is  to  fnatch 
thoufands  and  tens  of  thoufands  of  miferable  beings  from 
their  families,  their  friends,  and  their  country,  who  are 
happy  in  the  fituation  in  which  it  has  pleafed  Providence 
to  place  them,  and  then  to  convey  them  to  a  Have  fhip : 
afterwards  they  are  condufted  to  a  foreign  fettlement, 
where  they  are  fubjeaed  to  all  the  mifcry  which  a  ftate 
of  abjea  flavery  can  be  fuppofed  to  produce.  I  will  not 
proceed  with  this  painful  recital,  I  will  leave  the  honour¬ 
able  Member  to  redea,  if  the  feelings  of  his  own  heart, 
and  the  correanefs  'of  his  underftanding  do  not  make' 
further  explanation  utterly  unnecelTary.  ^Authorities  in¬ 
deed  have  been  cited  :  Leo  Africanus,  Malthus,  and  Park, 
have  been  adverted  to;  but  this  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
that  none  of  them  juftify  the  affertions  made  by  the 
honourable  Members  who  have  fupported  the  oppofite 
fide  of  this  queftion.  Certainly  Leo  does  ftate,  that  the 
Africans  are  liable  to  be  aaed  upon  by  human  paftions, 
and  that  they  engage  in  wars :  but  ought  we  therefore  to 
excite  thefe  paftions  ;  ought  we  to  ftimulate  wars  ;  ought 
we  to  encourage  them  to  accufe  each  other  of  crimes  for 
which  there  is  no  foundation,  that  we  may  drag  them 
into  a  never  ceaftng  flavery  ? 

With  regard  to  what  Mr.  Malthus  is  fuppofed  to 
have  fupported,  I  will  juft  fay  a  few  words.  That  author 
happened  to  hair  that  his  book  had  been  mentioned  as 
authorizing  and  upholding  the  Slave  Trade;  in  confequencc. 
of  which  he  this  very  day  called  on  me,  and  exprefled  his 
utter  aftonilhment  that  any  thing  he  ftated  could  be  fo 
conftrued,  for  that  every  conclufion  he  had  drawn,  was 
diretftly  the  reverfe  of  what  was  fuppofed  :  and  he  told 
me,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  effedts  of  this  mifcon- 
ftrudtion,  he  had  publiftied  a  few  pages  of  an  appendix, 
v/hich  he  left  with  me. 

The  honourable  Member  has  alfo  taken  an  opportunity 
of  painting  the  evils  of  the  lottery;  and  aiked  why  we 
did  not  attempt  rather  to  abolifh  thefe  evils,  wTich  were 
within  our  view,  than  to  wafte  our  benevolence  on  Africa 
and  the  Weft  Indies.  I  freely  confefs  that  the  lottery  is 
21  mode  of  obtaining  money  which  I  exceedingly  diflike 
;and  reprobate,  and  which  I  fliould  be  moft  glad  to  cor¬ 
rect  ; 
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reft ;  but  let  us  not  draw  any  comparifon  between  the 
lottery  and  that  mpfl  nefarious  traffic — the  Slave  Trade. 
Is  it  not  moft  humiliating  to  fee  fuch  men  as  the  honour¬ 
able  Gentleman  traverfmg  the  globe,  fcrutinizing  every 
corner  of  the  world  to  difcover,  if  they  can,  fome  evil 
which  may  ferve  as  a  foil  to  the  Slave  Trade.  This,  Sir, 
is  the  leflbn  of  humanity  we  are  taught  by  the  honour¬ 
able  Member,  and  fuch  are  the  principles  he  employs 
againft  the  abolition.  He  points  out  various  abufes,  not 
for  the  purpofc  of  putting  an  end  to  them,  but  in  order 
to  obtain  a  toleration  for  other  abufes  (till  greater.  He 
would  be  well  content,  if  the  Houfe  indead  of,  for  ever, 
putting  an  end,  as  I  think  they  will  now  do,  to  this  traffic  ; 
inftead  of  reftoring  to  the  miferable  Africans  fome  chance 
of  an  immunity  from  the  enormous  evils  which  opprefs 
them,  would  permit  that  trade  and  the  lottery,  with  all 
their  abufes,  to  pair  off  together.  [Loud  acclamations  of 
hear!  hear!  hear!] 

There  is  one  other  topic,  Sir,  upon  which  I  will 
obferve  for  an  inftant.  The  Conditution  of  this  country 
is  fuch,  as  perhaps  to  render  it  the  happiefh  which  is 
vifited  with  the  light  of  day ;  and  the  benefits  which  the 
country  derives  from  it,  are  innumerable.  Can  the  honour¬ 
able  Member  fay  the  fame  of  the  laws  of  the  Weft  indies; 
can  he  declare  that  the  Africans  derive  benefit  from 
them  ?  No,  Sir,  and  why  ffiould  they  not  partake  of  the 
comforts  to  be  derived  from  our  conftitutioii  ? — I  may 
now  look  forward  with  expeftation  to  the  time,  when 
thofe  comforts  may  be  fafely  extended  to  our  fable  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  when  the  beams  of  fcience 
(hail  penetrate  even  into  the  interior  of  Africa.  And  in 
this  view  it  gives  me  unfpeakable  fatlsfaftion  to  fee,  that 
fo  many  of  the  younger  Members  of  this  Affiembly,  have 
fhewn  themfelves  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  duty  they 
owe  to  locicty,  as-  to  come  forward  and  in  fo  able  a  man¬ 
ner,  and  on  fuch  juft  principles,  to  plead  the  caufe  of  the 
opprefTed,” 

[On  this  point  Mr.  Wilberforce  enlarged,  paying 
many  merited  compliments  to  I.ord  Mahon,  Lord 
Milton,  and  others  who  had  preceded  him.  But  the  con¬ 
cluding 
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eluding  part  of  his  fpeech,  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted, 
was  not  taken  by  the  reporter.] 

Mr.  Manning. — [The  clamour  excited  in  the  Houfe 
by  the  frequent  repetitions  of  queflion,  queftion,  queftion^ 
rendered  it  impofliblc  to  hear  much  of  the  addrefs  of  thit  - 
honourable  Member.] 

“  After  having  liflened  with  the  greatefl  attention  to  the 
arguments  offered  by  the  honourable  General  and  others, 
againfl  the  paffing  of  this  Bill,  I  am,  neverthelefs,  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  abolition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  would 
not  be  attended  with  the  injury  fo  much  feared  by  thofe 
who  reprefent  the  interefts  of  the  Weft  India  Merchants 
of  this  country,  and  who  likewife  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the 
Weft  India  Planters.  I,  Sir,  have  an  eftatc  in  the  Britifti 
Colonies,  and  I  confefs  that  I  feel  no  apprehenfion  of  the 
number  of  Negroes  being  decreafed.  In  the  Danifh  Ifland 
of  Santa  Cruz  I  have  likewife  property,  and  there,  His 
Majefty  the  King  of  Denmark,  after  great  confideration, 
by  an  edi(ft  palfed  in  the  year  1783,  put  an  end  to  the 
importation  of  flaves,  after  ten  years  fhould  have  elapfed. 
It  is  evidence  fufficient  to  guide  my  opinion,  that  fince 
that  period,  the  Negro  population  in  that  Ifland  has  not 
decreafed  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  and  has  therefore  re¬ 
quired  no  affiftance  of  that  kind,  either  by  importation 
from  Africa,  or  from  the  Colonies.  I  am  forry  to  have 
detained  the  Houfe  at  this  late  hour,  but  I  felt  it  my  duty 
to  fay  a  few  words  on  perhaps  the  moft  important  quef¬ 
tion  that  was  ever  agitated  within  thefe  walls.” 

The  queftion  was  now  ftill  more  loudly  called  for, 
when, 

Mr.  Hiley  Addington  rofe  to  addrefs  the  Speaker, 
but  in  confequence  of  the  difturbance,  it  was  impoflTible 
to  colle61:  more  than  that  the  honourable  Member  could 
only  confent  to  give  his  vote  in  fupport  of  this  Bill  upon 
the  principle  mentioned  by  his  right  honourable  relation, 
(Mr.  Bath  oust)  viz.  that  of  putting  off  the  Abolition  of 
the  African  Trade  to  a  more  diftant  period,  that  the 
Planters  and  Merchants  of  the  Weft  Indies  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  preparing  themfelves  againft  the  time, 

when 
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when  that  compleat  conclufion  of  the  trade  might  take 
place, 

The  queftion  was  {till  called  for,  when 

Lord  Percy  faid,  that  he  fhould  wdfh  to  prefent  to  the 
Houfe  on  a  future  day,  a  claufe  to  be  inferted  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  Bill,  which  was,  that  every  child  born  within  the 
limits  of  His  Majefty’s  dominions  fubfequent  to  the  ift 
of  January,  i8io,  fhould  be  declared  free. 

The  queftion  was  now  again  loudly  called  for,  and 
ftrangers  having  withdrawn,  the  Houfe  divided,  and  the 
numbers  were, 

Ayes  -  -  283 

Noes  -  -  -  16 


Majority  267 

The  Houfe,  pro  forma,  refolvcd  itfelf  Into  a  Committee, 
and  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Friday, ‘Fib.  27,  1807. 

Lord  Howick.— I  move  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  Houfe  refolving  itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for 
the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.” 

On  the  queftion  being  put  for  the  Speaker  to  leave  the 
chair. 

Sir— Charles  Pole  rofe.— Sir,  I  have  heard  argu* 
ments  the  moft  powerful  that  the  reafon  of  man  can 
employ,  in  favour  of  this  bill,  yet  I  feel  fo  ftrongly  its 
pernicious  tendency,  that  I  conhder  it  my  duty  to  oppofc 
it  in  all  its  ftages,  and  I  cannot  avoid  again  forcing  my- 
felf  upon  your  notice,  to  warn  the  Houfe  of  thefe  injurious 
confequences. 

Sir,  it  is  to  the  colonies,  and  to  our  commerce,  that 

this 
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tills  country  is  indebted  for  its  fupport ;  and  knowing  the 
necefTity  of  maintaining  thefe,  and  the  importance  of 
this  trade  to  their  fupport,  I  muft  confider  the  pafTing  of 
this  bill  as  one  of  thofe  events  which  will  more  effectually 
affift  Buonaparte  in  his  projeds  of  ambition  againfh  the 
Britifli  empire,  than  any  other  which  could  be  devifed. 
It  will  give  to  him  all  the  advantages  of  a  commercial 
marine,  it  will  give  to  him  the  means  of  fupplying  a 
powerful  navy,  of  which  he  is  now  deprived. 

“  Sir,  there  is  a  change  in  the  fituation  of  the  colonies, 
to  which  none  of  the  former  evidence  could  be  applicable; 
and  this  change,  co-operating  with  the  revolutions  which 
have  taken  place  in  Europe,  has  fo  far  altered^  the  relative 
pofition  of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  other  powers,  as 
to  make  it  peculiarly  neceffary  that  I  fhould  detain 
the  Houfe  for  a  fliort  time,  by  drawing  its  attention  to 
fome  important  particulars. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  ability  difplayed  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  difcuffions,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  much 
of  the  reafoning  adduced  has  been  grounded  on  falfe  prc}- 
mifes,  and  much  of  the  declamation  employed  has  not 
been  in  the  fmalleft  degree  relevant  to  the  cafe  before 
you.  I  did  hear  of  cruelties  and  atrocities  painted  in  the 
firongefl  colours,  yet  they  were  as  diftindt  from  any 
thing  connected  with  the  prefent  queflion,  as  if  they  had 
been  perpetrated  in  New  Zealand.  The  flagitious  con- 
du6l  referred  to,  was  not  any  thing  that  has  occurred  fince 
the  amelioration  of  the  trade,  under  the  humane  regula¬ 
tions  to  which  it  has  been  fubjedled.  It  is  not  idle  and 
inapplicable  tales  of  this  kind  which  fliould  furnifh  the 
defence  for  the  prefent  bill ;  for  if  there  be  a  meafure  con* 
tefled  in  this  Houfe  which  puts  to  rilk  your  commerce, 
your  colonies,  and  your  navy,  it  is  this  queflion,  and  it 
ought  to  be  coolly  and  deliberately  confidered.  I'^mnot, 
Sir,  one  of  thofe,  who,  on  any  occafion,  would  juftify 
cruelty,  but  there  is  a  great  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  Negroes,  and  we  ought  to  know  its  extent  before 
we  decide  on  a  matter  which  expofes  to  hazard,  more 
than  one-third  of  the  export  trade  of  this  country.  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  exports  to  the  Wed  Indies  frequently  amount 

^2,000,000  fteriing,  and  the  imports  from  thence  to 
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^10,000,000  (lerling.  Thefe  are  not  trifles,  Sir,  and,  at 
lead,  there  is  no  evidence  to  countervail  fiich  pernicious 
confcquences.  With  refpe6l  to  the  marine,  it  puts  to  rifle 
1000  flaips,  manned  \vith  18,000  feamen.  Thefe  are  not 
trifles.  Sir,  and,  unhappily,  thefe  are  not  the  only  objec¬ 
tions  :  there  are  others  of  a  very  ferioiis  nature,  and  if  I 
were  not  ftrongly  imprefTed,  I  certainly  diould  not  have 
troubled  the  Houfe  in  this  flage  of  the  bill.  I  will  hold 
up  the  pernicious  eilecds  of  the  meafure  to  your  obferva- 
tion,  and  if  I  cannot  do  all  the  good  which  ought  to  be 
done,  I  will  do  as  much  as  I  can.  I  fhall  fubrnit  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Committee  a  prolongation  of  the  time, 
at  lead  to  podpone  this  project  and  its  evil  ededs  until  it 
is  better  underdood.  I  diall  alfo  endeavour  to  imprefs 
upon  the  Committee  the  abfurdity  and  mifehief  wdth  which 
it  mud  be  attended.” 


Mr.  Wynne. — Unwilling  as  I  am  to  delay  this  mea¬ 
fure  in  its  progrefs,  what  has  fallen  from  the  gallant  and 
honourable  member,  induces  me  to  fay  a  few  words.  He 
feems  to  think  that  there  is  fome  danger  that  this  bill  will 
be  carried  through  by  furprize,  and  he  wifhes  that  the 
Houfe  may  have  time  to  recover  itfelf  from  the  impofing 
effedf  of  fpeeches  addreded  with  fo  much  urgency  the 
other  night.  I  believe  there  is  no  man  in  the  Houfe  more 
infenfible  than  I  fhould  be  to  popular  clamour,  but,  Sir, 
there  is  a  material  didindlion  to  be  attended  to,  I  mean 
the  difference,  between  popular  clamour,  and  public 
opinion.  If  we  can,  at  any  time,  didinguifh  between  the 
two,  we  can  do  fo  mod  eminently,  and  mod  fatisfadorily, 
on  a  fubjecl  which  has  for  tw/'enty  years  been  under 
difeudion. 

But,  Sir,  notwithdanding  this  protruded  enquiry,  it 
is  at  this  day  faid  ttiat  we  have  no  recent  evidence,  as  if 
the  recent  tedimony  of  Lord  Seaforth  were  not  to  be 
received  as  evidence  5  as  if  the  tedimony  of  the  affemblies 
of  the  iflands  were  not  to  be  received  as  evidence ;  as  if 
the  declaration  of  one  of  thofe  afl'emblies  v/ere  not  the 
mod  pov/erful  evidence,  “  they  knew;”  ‘Miow  to  refejit  ” 
they  fay,  the  infult”  of  a  propofal  from  this  country  to 

^  punidi 
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punifli  murder  with  more  feverity  than  by  a  fine  of  eleven 
pounds  four  {hillings  fterling. 

I  do  not  wifh  to  delay  the  Committee  a  moment, 
excepting  for  the  purpofe  of  alluding  generally  to  what 
has  been  faid ;  I  am  not  now  defirous  to  ftate  other  points 
which  af{e6f  both  the  honour  of  the  country,  and  the 
dignity  of  human  nature,  each  of  which,  I  think,  to  be 
materially  concerned  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafure.” 

Mr.  Hughan. — I  hope  this  fubjeeft  will  be  difeufTed 
with  all  that  candour  and  liberality  that  its  importance 
demands.  I  think  no  Gentleman  who  has  yet  fpoken 
upon  it,  has  pretended  to  explain  to  you  the  condition  of 
the  negroes,  irom  his  own  obfervation,  during  a  refidence 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  Having  pafTed  ten  years  of  my  life 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  I  hope  I  fliall  be  permitted  to 
hate  my  opinion  on  the  condition  of  this  order  of  people, 
at  lead  in  one  of  the  colonies ;  and  I  truft  I  may  alfo  be 
allowed  to  deliver  mny  fentiments  in  favour  of  a  fydem, 
adopted  by  our  anceftors,  under  which  this  country  has 
attained  its  prefent  fplendour  and  profperity. 

I  am  aware  of  the  difficulty  to  which  I  am  expofed, 
in  taking  the  part  which  I  (hall  do  in  this  debate,  and 
indeed  I  fhouki  have  been  myfelf  adonifhed  if  tlie  Houfe 
had  come  to  any  other  decifion  than  it  has  done,  for 
could  I  have  fuppofed,  that  half  of  thofe  miferies  which 
have  been  deferibed  atlually  exifted,  I  fliould  have  con- 
fidered  myfelf  mod  unjud  and  cruel,  if  I  alfo  had  not 
joined  in  the  vote  v/hich  has  been  given.  Knowing, 
however,  that  the  tales,  which  have  been  related,  are 
unfounded,  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  quedion  the 
propriety  of  the  determination  made  on  that  occahon. 

I  hope  I  dial!  be  allowed  to  date  very  diortly,  in  the 
courfe  of  vv^hat  I  liave  to  fay,  fome  particulars  v/hich  have 
been  incorrcdlly  noticed.  It  is  very  conddently  affierted, 
that  noriiing  new  coufld  be  fuggeded  in  the  extenfive 
range  of  fa<Sls  conncbled  with  this  enquiry.  I  would  allc. 
Sir,  if  nothing  has  tranfpired  whic'h  is  new  in  regard  to 
the  infurre6lion  in  Grenada  ?  Nothing  new  aiTe<Sting  the 
Cjiribs  in  St.  Vincent’s  ?  Are  there  no  events  in  Jamaica 
U)  which  the  evidence  on  your  table  does  not  apply  .^'and 

will 
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will  not  the  revolution  in  St.  Domingo  furnifh  materials 
fufficiently  important  to  the  decihon  of  this  queftion  ? 

Sir,  what  has  happened  in  St.  Domingo  deferves  the  mod: 
ferious  attention.  My  principal  mortification  is,  that  the 
Houfe  has  not  thought  fit  to  be  apprized  of  all  the  cir- 
cumifances  in  an  afiair  of  this  magnitude.  Next  to  this 
difappointment,  I  lament,  that  independently  of  the  tef- 
timony,  the  difcuffion  itfelf  has  not  been  conducfled  by 
fome  honourable  members  in  that  mode  which  is  belt  cal¬ 
culated  to  throw  light  upon  the  fubjedf.  Fhe  noble  Lord 
(Howick)  in  particular,  when  he  brought  forward  this 
bill,  addrefied  the  Houfe  in  that  drain  of  eloquence  of 
which  he  is  fo  capable,  and  in  confequence  of  this  exercife 
of  his  extraordinary  powers,  he  gave  a  tone  and  temper  to 
the  evening,  ill  adapted  to  the  bufinefs  before  the  Houle. 
There  were  no  means  of  cool  refiedlion  *,  honourable  gen¬ 
tlemen  caught  the  fame  flame  of  enthuiiafm,  and  no  man 
who  heard  the  noble  Lord,  full  of  that  animation  with 
which  he  was  infpired,  could  be  adonifhed  at  the  decifi»ii. 
While  the  elder  members  were  redrained  within  fome 
bounds,  the  younger  ones  feemcd  difinclined  to  dop  where 
the  noble  Lord  recommended  them  to  paufe,  and  were 
difpofed  to  proceed  cU:  once  to  the  complete  emancipation 
of  the  Slaves  in  the  Wed  Indies. 

‘‘  At  the  fame  time  that  I  acknowledge  that  the  trade 
ought  at  fome  period  to  be  put  an  end  to,  I  am  defirous 
of  faying  a  few  words  as  to  the  real  conchtion  of  the 
negroes,  knowing,  as  I  do,  thefe  happy  and  contented 
beings  ;  for  happy  and  contented  they  are,  if  I  may  judge 
of  men  by  the  outward  expreflion  of  their  feelings ;  for 
more  joy  and  cheerfulnefs  I  never  faw  in  any  other  fitua- 
tion.  Contrad  this  date  of  our  refident  negroes  wfith  the 
condition  of  the  fame  order  of  perfons  in  the  colony  of 
St.  Domingo.  There,  Sir,  they  have  obtained  tliat  fpecies 
of  freedom  to  which  they  madly  afpired,  but  they  are  now 
groaning  under  the  mod  intolerably  tyranny,  and  are  ex- 
pofed  to  all  that  opprelTioii  which  has  been  fo  pathetically 
deferibed. 

Sir,  I  was  extremely  forry  when  a  learned  Gentle¬ 
man,  who  took  great  pains  to  explain  what  the  law  was 
In  the  Wed  Indies,  appeared  to  be  fo  little  informed  in 
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that  all  the  laws  which  had  been 
enaaed  for  the  fafety  and  comfort  of  the  negroes,  w^ere 
meiely  held  out  as  delufions  to  impofe  upon  this  country, 
and  1  am  concerned,  that  he  had  not,  at  lead:,  the  can- 

our  to  allow  what  is  conceded  in  the  publication  of  the 
^lonouiable  Member  for  the  county  of  York,  on  this  fub- 

/  1  ^  fure,  no  man  can  more  fmcerely  lament  than 

1  do,  that  the  AiTerably  of  Barbadoes  Biould  have  given  fo 
much  caufe  for  animadverdon. 

^  W  ith  rcipeft  to  the  general  quefiion,  it  is  not  my 
oefign  to  go  into  it  at  large,  but  there  is  one  part  w’hich 
dcrikes  me  particularly.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of 
tlie^  haidflnp  and  cruelty  of  bringing  the  negroes  from 
their  homes,  from  their  country,  and  their  friends,  on  the 
continent  of  Africa  ;  but  Gentlemen  forget  the  fort  of 
population  winch  prevails  tliere.  I  condcier  the  number 
ot  Slaves  to  bear  a  greater  proportion  to  the  general  mafs 
than  Mr.  Parke  feems  to  admit.  Perhaps  a  Tingle  fa£l:  on 
tne  authority  of  that  writer  will  tend  more  to  illufLrate 
this  part  of  the  cafe  than  any  loofe  obfervations.  A  king 
of  that  country  is  hated  to  have  taken,  on  the  occafion  of 
dome  military  expedition,  900  prifoners,  and  out  of  this 
number  there  were  only  70  perfons  of  free  condition. 
U  his  fact,  from  iVir.  Parke,  I  oppofe  to  his  own  coiiclu- 
fions,  and  I  believe  therefore,  that  a  greater  proportion  of 
tiic  population  of  Africa  is  in  a  fiate  of  fiavery  than  he 
admits.  Nov/,  I  tiiink,  that  the  moll  fanguine  friends  of 
tins  rneafure  will  allow,  that  the  purchafing  [laves  is  a  very 
cliiTerent  thing  to  ieizing  freemen,  and  forcing  them  into  a 
iuite  of  ilaver'Y.. 

But  it  is  more  immediately  my  objccl  to  bring  within 
tlie  view  of  the  Houfe  thofe  coiifequences  which  will  refult 
from  the  fudden  abolition  of  the  Slave  I'rade.  Firfl,  con- 
fidering  this  trade  in  its  relation  to  our  own  iflands,  I  fay, 
that  the  Wefl  India  colonies  have  long  been  the  fupport  of 
the  commercial  greatnefs  of  this  country.  Thefe  fettle- 
ments  adlually  depend,  for  their  cultivation,  on  the  imports 
from  Africa,  and  the  riilc  that  the  ceflation  of  thefe  will 
occalion,  and  the  hazard  by  the  difpofition  this  change  will 
excite,  are  circumffances  that  to  me  appear  to  defeive  the 
moft  ferious  confideration. 

I  am 
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I  am  afraid  It  would  be  thought  tedious  in  me,  If  I 
were  to  attempt  to  explain  the  mode  by  which  the  fafety 
of  thefe  colonies  would  be  mod;  fuccefsfully  promoted. 
The  increafe  of  the  white  population  is  one  of  the  lubje^ts 
that  the  noble  Lord  (Howick)  fird;  touched  upon  ;  but  he 
did  not  feem  at  all  to  underdiand  how  this  dedrabie  objedb 
was  to  be  effecfed  by  the  abolition.  It  would  be  fatiguing 
to  go  through  the  details  referable  to  this  part  of  the  cale, 
but  perhaps  there  is  more  evil  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
diminution  of  the  whites,  than  even  fiom  the  reduction  in 
the  population  of  the  blacks.  If  the  whites  are  deprived 
of  the  means  of  improving  their  fortunes,  they  mud:  de- 
creafe  in  number,  becaufe  the  inducements  hitherto  held 
out  will  be  withdrawn,  and  men  accu Homed  to  the  clement 
dvies  of  Europe,  will  not  venture  their  health  and  their 
lives  in  a  precarious  climate,  unlefs  fome  drong  motive, 
fuch  as  a  rapid  acquidtion  of  property,  diould  impel  them 
to  forego  other  advantages.  Sir,  the  population  in  the 
Weft  Indies  is  not  a  natural,  but  it  is  a  iorced  population, 
and  it  is  thus  forced  to  fulfil  a  particular  purpofe,  and  that 
is,  to  carry  on  and  improve  the  cultivation  of  the  iflands. 
Every  thing  is  not  pernicious  that  does  not  tend  to  advance 
the  population  of  a  country.  Your  navy  and  your  army- 
do  not  advance  the  population  here,  but  they  are  necefi'ary 
for  the  national  defence;  fo  for  another  objedf,  we  have  a 
forced  population  in  the  Wed;  Indies.  If  the  cultiv'ation 
of  the  iflands  be  material  to  the  welfare  of  this  nation,  a 
certain  wafte  of  life  mu  ft  be  fufiered,  as  in  many  of  our 
great  manufactories  :  health  and  life  may  fon.etimes  be 
lecondary  confiderations.  There  is  one  thing  which  is  loil 
fight  of  by  the  advocates  of  the  abolition  of  this  trade,  and 
th  at  is  a  thing  of  no  fmall  importance,  I  mean  the  end  to 
be  attained.  If  the  -honourable  member  for  Yorkfhire 
could  fatisfy  my  mind,  that  the  happinefs  of  the  negroes 
would  be  promoted  by  the  meafure,  I  diould  without  he- 
fitation  agree  to  have  the  trade  extinguidied  ;  but,  Sir, 
v/hether  we  advert  to  the  circumllance  of  the  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  flaves  in  Africa,  or  to  the  impodibility  of  pro¬ 
curing  the  concurrence  of  other  nations  in  the  abolition, 
it  appears  to  me,  that  the  dedgn,  however  meritorious  in 
itfelf,  will  be  fruitrated.  With  refpeCt  to  the  latter,  a 
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lliort  review  of  the  extent  of  the  trade  xvould  fatisfy  every 
iTiind,  not  flrongly  prejudiced  by  the  enthufiafm'of  the 
times,  that  the  abolition  by  this  country  niuft  be  utterly 
HUgatory  as  to  the  ultimate  efFe6l  fo  much  defired.  The 
Fortugueie  are,  to  my  knowledge,  at  the  prefent  moment 
ca^r^ing  on  the  trade 'with  the  enemies  of  this  country, 
t  y  as  pCixedf  ly  clear,  that  neither  that  nation,  nor  the 
t  rench,  Dutch,  or  Americans,  would  abandon  it  when 
opportunities,  fo  much  more  favourable  for  the  condudl 
oi  It,  were  afforded  them  from  the  reflgnation  of  it  by 
England  ^  and  where  then  would  be  the  advantage  of  this 
meafure  *o  Ainca,  wnich  the  friends  of  hiimanitv  con¬ 
templated  v/ith  fo  much  pleafure  ?  At  one  time  three  hun- 
dred  and  twenty  flnps  were  engaged  in  this  trade  from  the 
d.iiieient  poits  of  franco,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  were 
enipiCyc^ci  in  it  irom  Bourucaux  only,  winch  was  nearly 
laebie  the  numoer  in  the  like  occupation  at  the  fame  time 
fiom  Engkaiid,  Ihe  colonial  trade  of  France  before  the 
revolution  in  that  government,  was  in  a  high  ftate  of 
inipio\ ement,  while  ouis  was  in  a  condition  of  compara¬ 
tive  inaaivity.  The  French  Weft  India  colonial  trade 
employed  ^2,000  fcamen,  and  ours  now  only  engages 
22,000,  and  never  has  required  more.  'The  marine  jTow^er 
of  France  was  indebted  to  its  colonial  trade  for  the  degree 
of  ftrength  it  acquired,  and  it  was  tins  that  in  the  year 
1782  enabled  the  French  navy  to  meet  our  own.  What 
may  be  the  prefent  difpofition  of  France,  may  be  colleaed 
by  her  preceding  conaua.  At  the  peace  of  Amiens 
France,  with  the  greateft  avidity,  rufhed  into  the  African 
trade,  which,  during  the  civil  commotions  under  the 
convention,  had  been  fufpended.  Will  ftie  not,  at  a 
time  fo  peculiarly  favourable  as  the  prefent,  renew  the 
trade  which  Ihe  had  fo  unwillingly  given  up  ?  It  is  idle  to 
expect  then,  that  there  will  be  any  beneficial  change;  the 
ftaves  will  be  carried  to  the  French  and  Spanifh  colonies 
as  before,  and  no  one  will  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  negroes 
will  Be  better  treated  by  thefe  needy  adventurers  than  they 
have  been  in  our  own  Ihips. 

Sir,  from  all  thefe  viev/s  of  the  fubjedt,  I  cannot  avoid 
ciuenng  my  cairn  proteft  againft  the  adoption  of  a  mea¬ 
fure, 
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fare,  which  mud  involve  the  ruin  of  the  colonies,  and 
endanger  the  exifteiice  of  this  country/’ 


Mr.  Brown. ^ As  I  feel  the  mod  lively  anxiety  for 
the  public  intered  on  this  qnedion,  and  as  I  am  in  the 
fituation  of  colonial  agent  of  one  of  the  olded  of  your 
poffeilions,  I  hope,  Sir,  I  may  be  allowed  to  date  mj 
fentiments  upon  it,  and  it  feems  to  me  to  be  a  duty  im- 
periouily  impofed  upon  me. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  Sir,  to  defend  the  trade,  or  to 
interfere  "with  tliofe  general  principles  of  judice  and  hii« 
manity,  which  have  been  aiTumed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate;  nor  is  it  my  intention  to  judify  it  under  the  view 
of  thofe  moral  evils,  which  the  circumdances  of  our  own 
government  may  afford.  I  have  always  confidered  the 
Slave  Trade,  as  a  great  political  evil,  but  it  is  an  evil  fo 
interwoven  with  the  intered »  of  the  country,  fo  intimately 
blended  with  numerous  private  intereds,  upon  the  prefer- 
vation  of  which  thoulands  and  thoufands  of  our  fellow- 
fubjedls  depend,  that  I  cannot  look  to  the  abolition,  with¬ 
out  the  mod  ferious  apprehenfions. 

The  redrefs  fought  mud  be  purfued  with  a  proper 
attention  to  the  nature  of  the  remedy  to  be  applied,  and 
the  effedt  of  that  remedy,  as  connected  with  all  thefe 
important  objects  Contrary  to  what  had  been  fo  pofitively 
dated,  I  do  not  confider  that  the  Slat^e  Trade  is  the  caufe. 


but  that  it  is  the  eflhfl  of  flavery  in  Africa.  Slavery  is 
the  incurable  difeafe  reiulting^  from  the  ingredients  of  her 
foil,  and  the  circumftance  of  lier  fituation  ;  the  barbarifrn 
of  her  inhabitants,  is  the  ccniequence'  of  the  infertility  of 
her  foil,  and  the  inclemency  of  her  feafons.  While  other 
countries  enjoy  the  means  of  acquiring  that  enlightened 
know^dge’ which  a  benevolent  Providence  has  bedowed, 
literature  ai\d  icicnce  are  for  ever  clofed  upon  the  African, 
and  according  to  ihe  bed  information  we  can  acquire^ 
three-fourths  o  iher  population  are  .in  a  date  of  hopcied 
llavery  ;  ilavery  occafioned  by  inipedimei;' s  Lf^yond  the 
convroui  or  remedy  of  any  extmneous  rovennnent.  To 
this  condition  lier  petty  dates,  cicr  local  iiiditutions,  and 
the  Frequent  recurrence  or  t..mine,  have  contributed  ;  and 
the  preffure  of  want  has  been  io  fevere,  fometimes,  as  to 
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caufe  one  out. of  three  to  be  fubje6f  to  flavery,  m  order  to 
repel  it.  According  even  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Parke, 
the  proportion  I  have  named  of  three-fourths  of  the  po¬ 
pulation  are  in  hopelefs  flavery,  and  without  the  means 
of  fubriPtence  for  their  augmenting  numbers;  the  unavoid¬ 
able  etTecf  has  been,  the  famine  and  defolation  to  which  I 
have  adverted,  and  a  redudlion  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  to  flavery. 

I  beg  leave  to  repeat,  that  I  do  not  attempt  to  juflify 
the  trade  which  by  this  bill  is  propofed  to  be  abolifhed, 
yet  I  may  aflert,  that  it  has  been  fan6tioned  by  the  mod 
enlightened  nations,  that  it  has  been  confldered  by  Britain 
as  necefiary  to  her  fubilantial  intereft,  and  that  it  has  been 
deemed,  by  many  men  v/ho  ftand  high  in  reputation  for 
fcience  and  virtue,  not  to  deferve  the  infamy  to  Vvhich  in 
our  time  it  has  been  configned. 

With  thefe  preliminary  obfervations,  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  come  to  the  practical  eflecl  of  this  bill,  which 
has  in  view  the  advantage  that  may  arife  to  Africa  from 
the  abandonment  of  the  trade,  which,  however  abhorrent 
to  our  feelings  in  this  country,  is  fubmitted  to  by  free 
perfons,  born  in  Africa,  to  refcue  thcmfelves  from  the 
miferies  of  famine,  aad  from  the  terrors  of  a  fanguinary 
death.  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  bill  is  in¬ 
complete  to  its  end  j  I  confider  that  Great  Britain  cannot 
abolilh  tlie  African  trade.  Great  Britain  has  only  about 
one-fifth  of  the  trade,  and  flie  can  do  no  more  than  refign 
the  part  of  it  flie  herfelf  poflefles.  She  cannot  force  the 
general  and  complete  abolition,  by  which,  alone,  tlie  hu¬ 
manity  you  have  in  view  can  be  carried  into  efTedf. 

How  then,  it  may  be  enquired,  is  the  projedf  of  this 
bill  to  be  fuccefsfully  executed.^  Sir,  the  only  way  in 
wliich  that  great  plan  can  be  attended  with  the  advantages 
propofed,  is,  by  giving  to  Africa  the  happy  efFe61:  of 
civiiivation ;  by  imprefling  upon  the  other  nations  of 
Europe  tlic  conviGion  of  the  injuftice  of  the  trade  which 
you  yourfelvcs  entertain  ;  by  extending  the  influence  of 
your  opinions  to  introduce  a  fimilarity  of  feeling  into  their 
minds  ;  leading  by  one  common  voice  and  determination 
to  that  complete,  entire,  and  general  abolition,  from  which 
only  the  end  can  be  attained. 

This, 
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**  This,  Sir,  was  the  view  of  that  great  ftatefman 
whofe  memory  is  fo  highly  refpe^led,  not  only  in  this 
Houfe,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  throughout  Europe, 
and  whofe  death  mankind  at  large  have  fo  much  reafon  to 
deplore.  This  governed  the  Parliament  when  it  pafled  an 
z6k  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade,  laying  thereby  the 
foundation  for  its  abolition,  and  affording  to  Europe  the 
difcovery  of  our  real  intentions,  and  carrying  it  into  efFe6f, 
by  the  only  means  we  had  remaining,  the  concurrent  opi¬ 
nion  of  other  nations. 

“  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  chief  grounds  which  influence  my 
mind  to  decide  upon  the  policy  of  reje61;ing  this  bill.  But 
there  are  other  views  of  it,  immediately  connected  with 
the  fubje61:,  which  are  extremely  important  to  be  detailed, 
yet  I  feel  unwilling  to  enter  upon  them,  fince  the  opinion 
of  this  Houfe  has  been  fo  diftin6tly  declared.  I  cannot, 
however,  avoid  noticing  the  effect  of  this  meafure,  both 
as  it  operates  with  regard  to  the  property,  and  even  to  the 
lives  of  a  large  portion  of  our  felIow-fubje61:s^  Obvious 
it  is,  that  the  colonies  muft  fuftain  a  material  injury  from 
the  non-introdudlion  of  flaves ;  and  whatever  plaufible 
arguments  may  be  drawn  from  the  comparative  population 
of  other  countries,  it  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the 
population  in  the  Weft  Indies  cannot  be  maintained,  or 
rather,  that  the  cultivation  cannot  be  fupported  without  a 
continual  fupply. 

In  the  old  iflands,  there  has  been  an  attempt  to  give 
effeft  to  domeftic  population,  and  there  has  been  an  endea¬ 
vour  to  improve  the  minds  of  this  order  of  people  by 
religious  difeourfes ;  the  refult  of  which  has  Ihewn,  that 
regularity  has  been  promoted,  that  piety  has  been  refpedfed, 
and  yet  after  this  mild  treatment,  the  returns  upon  the  table 
prove,  that  the  cultivation  of  the  iflands  cannot  be  pre- 
ierved  without  a  fucceffive  fupply  of  frefh  labourers  from 
the  continent  of  Africa.  But  thefe  are  not  the  only  evils 
produced  by  this  meafure  *,  there  is  to  be  taken  into  the 
account  the  efFe£f  upon  the  white  population,  the  whole 
of  which  muft  be  ultimately  deftroyed,  if  you  remove  the 
motive  for  advancement  in  life,  the  temptations  to  wealth, 
rank,  and  authority.  Yet  there  is  a^  ftill  more  ferious 
view,  than  any  I  have  yet  (hewn.  Can  any  man  anticipate 

S  the 


the  elTe£l  of  this  bill  in  regard  to  the  diminution  in  the 
value  of  Weft  India  property  ?  I  think  I  do  not  overftate 
it,  if  I  call  the  depreffion  50  per  cent,  and  is  it  of  no 
confequence  to  pafs  an  a6f  u^hich  probably  may  diminifh 
that  clafs  of  property  to  half  its  prefent  worth,  and  which 
certainly  will  produce  a  very  confiderable  redudion  ?  Is  it 
of  no  confequence  to  afcertaiii  the  operation  of  fuch  a 
bill  upon  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  There  are 
many  perfons  concerned  in  this  trade  and  its  dependencies 
under  peculiar  difficulties  and  embarraffments  ;  and  is  it 
of  no  confequence  to  examine  in  what  fituation  they  ftand, 
when  an  adf  is  paifing  to  deteriorate  the  value  of  Weft 
India  property  to  fuch  an  extent,  as  to  expofe  it  daily  to 
abfolute  annihilation  ^ 

There  is  another  view  of  a  m.oft  alarming  kind,  which 
I  tremble  to  approach,  and  that  is,  the  eftedf  which  the 
mcafure  is  likely  to  have  upon  the  lives  of  our  fellow-fub- 
jedts.  However  lightly  thefb  appearances  may  be  eftimated 
by  the  noble  Lord,  (Howick)  with  great  deference  to  him, 
I  fay  they  are  the  refult  of  an  accurate  obfervation  of  the 
ftate  of  thofe  colonies.  The  meafure  is  calculated  to  oc- 
cafion  difaffedfion,  and  to  involve  your  colonies  in  infur- 
rcTions.  The  ftate  of  Europe  fhould  teach  us  the  'danger 
of  innovation  in  fchemes  of  great  political  import,  and  a 
reverence  for  thofe  ancient  maxims,  which  have  been  the 
foundation  of  our  national  happinefs.  When  the  negroes 
in  the  Weft  Indies  learn  that  they  are  not  to  be  benefited 
by  thefe  regulations  ;  when  they  learn  that  their  fituation 
is  not  to  be  ameliorated,  and  that  on  the  contrary  their 
labour  is  likely  to  be  increafed,  is  it  not  probable  that 
difcontents  will  be  excited  by  the  fenfe  of  injuftice  and 
oppreflion  ? 

‘‘  Is  it  then.  Sir,  confiftent  with  any  notion  of  found 
policy  to  pafs  an  a6f  pregnant  with  fuch  a  dangerous 
offspring  ?  Is  it  prudent  to  give  eftedf  to  thofe  revolu¬ 
tionary  fyftcms,  to  give  rife  to  that  difcontent,  which  has 
lieen  the  fruitful  caufe  of  the  diftreffes  of  Europe;  to 
admit  a  meafure,  bearing  upon  its  forehead  the  look  of 
realizing  in  your  own  fubjeffs,  thofe  revolutionary  fcenes 
■  and  horrors,  the  very  thought  of  which  is  adapted  to  out¬ 
rage  the  beft  fyinpathies  of  our  nature  ?  And  what.  Sir, 
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is  all  this  for  ?  It  is  in  itfelf  a  doubtful  projedl  to  redrefs 
the  calamities  of  Africa,  which  in  my  conception,  at  lead; 
is  not  to  be  benefited  ;  as  it  is.  now,  and  has  been,  and 
mud  be,  in  a  date  of  hopelefs  flavery. 

Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  dwell  longer  upon  thefe  con- 
fiderations;  the  reafons  I  have  given  powerfully  operate 
on  my  mind,  to  induce  me  to  vote  againd  your  leaving 

the  chair.’’ 

Mr.  Barham. — I  rife.  Sir,  notwithdanding  what  was 
faid  on  the  lad  debate,  from  a  fenfe  of  the  cruelty  of  this 
meafure  upon  the  planters  of  the  Wed  India  iflands  ,  and 
I  confefs,  that  it  requires  fome  courage  to  do  fo.  The 
Wed  India  planters  have  been  called.  Sir,  hard  oppredors 
of  our  fellow  creatures,  cruel  taflc-maders,  and  fo  barba¬ 
rous  that  we  could  not  be  prevented  from  importing  Haves, 
and  after  having  done  fo,  that  we  obliged  them  to  v/ork 
by  cruel  compulfion.  I  am  aware  that  fome  exceptions 
have  been  made  in  favor  of  particular  perfons  •,  but  for 
my  own  part,  though  I  have  received  praifes  upon  this 
fubjedl  from  thofe,  whom  we  mud  all  admire,  and  wliich 
leave  behind  them  the  mod  gratifying  fenfations  ;  I  mud 
difclaim  them,  when  given  as  they  have  been  at  the 
expence  of  thofe  who  deferve  them  in  an  equal  degree 
with  myfelf.  In  my  exertions.,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
condudl  myfelf  in  the  way  which  confcieiice  dibfates ; 
but  this  widi  has  not  been  condj  ed  to  me  alone,  it  has., 
been  the  general  defire  of  others,  and  1  cannot  confent  to 
have  my  cafe  feparated  from  theirs.  If  that  be  a  criterion 
of  the  good  treatment  of  Haves,  which  hiis  been  laid  down 
in  this  Houfe,  viz.  their  increafe,  1  fear  that  I  mud  dand 
very  low,  for  on  one  of  my  edates,  though  I  have  luade 
no  purchafes  fince  I  liave  been  in  podedion  of  it,  the  Haves 
have  decreafed  in  number,  and  I  challenge  my  honourable 
friend  below  me  (Mr.  Wilbei force)  to  offer  me  a  fiig- 
gedion  which  can  prevent  the  decreafc,  which  has  not 
'before  occurred ^to  my  mind-,  for  it  has  been  the  main 
objedt  with  me,  fmce  thefe  edates  came  into  my  hands, 
to  obviate,  by  every  means,  this  diminution. 


(  Uo  } 

Nothing,  Sir,  {h^ll  deter  me  from  exprefling  my 
feelings  upon  the  queftion  as  it  now  ftands  before  the 
Houfe;  nothing  fhall  deter  me  from  flating  in  the  face  of 
this  aflembly,  that  they  commit  in  open  day-light  an  a£l: 
of  grofs  injuftice,  by  fandioning  the  bill,  as  it  now  ftands. 
Whatever  may  be  faid  of  the  iniquity  of  the  planters; 
however  gentlemen  may  indulge  themfelves  in  calling  the 
blame  upon  them,  this  country,  and  thi^  country  alon«, 
muft  bear  the  guilt  of  the  enormities  which  are  faid  to  be 
committed  in  the  colonies,  for  it  firft  gave  its  licence  for 
the  trafftc.  This  Government  has  pocketed,  down  to  the 
laft  (hilling,  all  the  profits  of  the  trade,  and  then  they 
turn  round  on  the  perfons  who  are  partner^  in  their  error ; 
they  turn  round  on  them,  and  difmifs  them  to  want  and 
mifery,  and  loaded  with  reproach. 

If,  indeed,  this  country  has  now  difcovered  its  error, 
is  now  become  fenfible  of  the  iniquity  of  the  trade,  and  is 
refolved  to  abolifh  it,  then,  I  think,  you  fhould  have  ad- 
drefled  the  Weft  India  planters  and  merchants  thus:  — 
‘  It  is  true  we  have  inftituted  the  Slave  Trade ;  we  firft 

*  gave  it  our  fan£lion,  and  induced  you  to  eftablifh  your- 

*  felves  in  unhealthy  climates;  but  now  our  eyes  are  open, 

*  we  are  far  fr.*m  wilhing  that  you  fiiould  be  injured  by 
‘  the  meafure,  or  that  you  (hould  be  confidered  to  have 

*  incurred  blame  for  what  we  ourfelves  have  promoted, 
‘  but  we  call  upon  you  now  to  abolifh  the  trade.  It  is 
‘  but  juft  that  you  fhould  pay,  in  part,  for  what  is  done  at 

*  the  defire  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  but  where 

*  your  claims  are  well  founded,  you  fhall  receive  compen- 
‘  fation.’ 

‘‘  If  that  had  been  done,  then  Indeed,  Sir,  this  might 
have  been  called  a  ground  upon  which  the  Houfe  might 
fafely  proceed.  But  what  has  been  the  language  on  this 
cccafion  ?  Compenfation,  which  is  a  matter  of  ftri6l 
right,  ought  to  have  been  held  out  to  us  as  the  firft  pro- 
pofition  of  the  bill.  We  are  now  told,  that  no  fuch 
profpe6l  as  that  of  compenfation  can  be  held  out  to  us. 

‘‘  Then,  Sir,  as  to  what  has  been  faid  of  the  treatment 
of  the  Slaves  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  I  fhould  have  imagined 
that  having  undertaken  fo  great  a  v/ork,  gentlemen  would 
have  made  it  a  duty  to  have  examined  minutely  what  was 
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the  real  Hate  of  the  cafe.  I  will,  however,  give  the  Houfe 
my  opinion  on  the  fubje^t,  the  fruit  of  actual  obfervation, 
and  it  is  this,  that  the  flaves  perform  lefs  labour,  much 
lefs  labour,  are  as  well  fupplied  with  the  necelTaries  of 
life,  and  are  treated  with  as  little  cruelty  as  the  lower 
claifes  of  fociety  in  this  country. 

.  «  Gentlemen  are  extremely  fond  of  arguing,  a  priori, 
that  when  power  is  in  the  hands  of  an  individual,  it  muft 
neceflarily  be  abufed  *,  but  I  would  requeft  the  Gentle¬ 
men  who  ufe  this  argument,  to  attend  to  the  lads  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  The  owner  of  negroes  reiides 
among  perhaps  hundreds  of  flaves,  on  the  confines  of 
woods  which  furround  him  on  every  fide,  with  his  life 
at  any  hour  of  the  day,  and  of  the  night,  in  their  power. 
He  lives  there,  without  a  bar  or  a  bolt  to  his  door ;  and  I 
declare,  that  I  have  never  feen  any  faflening  at  all  but  in 
the  towns,  where  the  outer  door  of  a  houfe  may  be  clofed. 
Now  could  he  live.  Sir,  in  this  way,  if  the  power  which 
is  in  his  hands,  were  executed  in  a  tyrannical  manner  ? 
It  is  not  long  fince  the  Maroon  war  took  place  in  Jamaica. 
The  negroes  knew  perfedly  well  every  circum fiance  that 
was  going  on,  and  if  that  had  been  the  cai'e  which  is 
reprefented,  is  it  poffible  that  none  of  thefe  Negroes 
fliould  have  joined  in  that  infurrettion  ^  In  the  invafion 
of  Grenada,  how  contrary  was  the  demeanor  of  the 
flaves  to  what  would  have  been  expeded,  if  the  fuppofed 
tyranny  had  been  really  exercifed  ?  There  they  were  feen 
fighting  by  the  fides  of  their  mafters,  and  afterwards 
willingly  laying  down  their  mufkets,  and  returning  to 
their  labours.  How  comes  it,  then,  that  men  fo  honour¬ 
able  in  their  feelings,  fo  little  difpoled  to  tliink  ill  of  their 
neighbours,  fo  fagacious  in  enquiring,  and  fo  cautious  in 
judgment,  fliould  be  on  this  only  occahon  fo  raih  in  their 
conclulions,  fo  pre-determined  in  their  decihons  We 
have.  Sir,  general  conclufions  drawn,  to  decide  this  point 
from  obfolete  laws;  and  all  the  evidence  which  could 
really  throw  light  upon  the  fuojed,  is  refufed  to  be 
liflened  to,  while  the  teflimony  of  the  ignorant  is  received. 
Pray  permit  me  to  mention  one  fingle  inllance.  We  have 
been  told,  that  the  teflimony  to  be  given  by  a  governor, 
is  the  worfl  that  can  be  obtained.  Lord  Balcarras  was 

refufed 


(  U2  ) 


refufecl  to  be  heard,  becaufe  the  teRimony  he  could  give 
would  be  matter  of  opinion  ;  but  when  we  come^to  Lord 
oo  fordi,  the  te  liniony  mLicIt.  he  gives  is  ciuoted  every 
day  againft  us,  as  if  that  aifo  were  not  matter  of  opinion. 
I  miiR  here  remark  that  there  has  appeared  a  peculiar 
want  of  information  on  the  part  of  fome  of  his  Maiefty’s 
minifters,  refpeaing  the  Rate  of  things  in  the  Wek  Indies. 
The  noble  Loid  ;  Iiowick)  faid,  that  the  Planters  might 
fuppiy  any  deRciency  arifing  in  their  labourers  by  greater 
importations  of  wdiite  perfons,  who  would  be  found  capable 
of  peifoimiiig,  not  heavy  labour  in  the  fun,  but  the  more 
light  and  eafy  occupations.  Every  gentleman  at  all  ac- 
qunnted  with  the  WeR  Lidies,  muR  be  well  aware,  that 
labour  in  the  tun  to  a  white  man  would  be  death.  A 
i/Uropean  conftitution  cannot,  there,  bear  any  degree  of 
heavy  toil,  and  thoie  artificers  who  are  fent  thither,  are 
chieliy^ employed  in  inftructing  the  negroes.  Befides  the 
noble  Lord  feems  not  to  be  aw'are  of  the  great  difinclina- 
tion  of  people  to  go  to  fo  infalubrious  a  country^  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  to  a  common  carpenter  wLo  would 
receive  in  this  country  half  a  crown  a  day,  I  pay  a  falary, 
in  the  WeR  Indies,  of  ^’200  a  year,  befides  his  fubfiRence, 
wdiich  may  amount  to  as  much  more. 


But,  Sir,  I  will  pafs  over  many  other  topics,  and  allude 
to  what  the  noble  Lord  Rated  as  to  the  obje£Iions  which 
w^ere  made  by  planters  in  Jamaica  to  the  employment  of 
married  overfeers.  I  refided  two  years  in  Jamaica,  and  I 
never  heard  fuch  an  objeffion  as  that  made  ;  for  I  never 
knew  an  overfeer  who  v/as  married  :  but  I  believe  that  if 
an  overfeer  were  married,  it  would  be  confidered  to  be  a 
matter  of  tlic  greateR  advantage  becaufe  it  would  be 
thought  to  be  an  advantage  that  we  fiiould  exhibit  to  the 
negroes  examples  of  tlie  happinefs  of  the  married  Rate. 

“  I  truR,  that  nobody  wall  think  that  I  am  an  advocate 
for  flavery.  No,  Sir,  I  feel  as  much  as  any  man  the  force 
of  the  eloquent  pafiage  quoted  by  the  honorable  member 
on  a  former  night.  I  will  not  put  perlonal  comforts  in 
competition  with  that,  which  is  our  natural  blefiing  ;  but 
I  fiiould  be  glad  to  know,  in  what  way  I  am  to  commu¬ 
nicate  this  liberty  to  my  fiaves,  for  in  order  to  do  that, 
you  muR  make  them  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  an 

oath. 
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oath.  Before  you  can  even  go  fo  far,  they  muft  be  of  the 
fame  religion  with  ourfelves ;  and  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that 
among  them  there  is  very  little  religion,  at  all.  But  how 
am  I  to  communicate  religion  ?  There  is  no  man  who  has 
labored  more  or  taken  more  pains  to  inftil  it  into  them ; 
and  I  can  affure  Gentlemen,  that  it  is  not  fo  eafy  a  thing 
^  as  might  be  fuppofed.  I  had  great  difficulty  in  perfuading 
any  one  to  go  over;  for  in  this  part  of  the  world,  I  have 
not  found  people  willing  to  go  over  to  foreign  countries, 
for  a  flight  confideration.  I  have  made  every  application, 
that  I  might  furniffi  the  negroes  with  inftru6lors,  thinking 
it  of  very  little  confequence  of  what  fe<T  they  might  be ; 
and  I  have  at  lafl;  obtained  men  from  a  fociety,  whofe 
labors  deferve  the  greateil  praife.  I  allude  to  the  Moravian 
brethren.  But  I  know  from  experience,  that  converfion 
by  no  means  depends  upon  human  exertions.  I  can  tell 
Gentlemen  that,  to  change  the  religion  and  manners  of 
men,  is  often  an  impra£licable,  always  a  difficult  taflc. 
By  experience,  we  are  taught  how  arduous  an  undertaking 
it  is,  to  effeT  a  change  in  the  manners  of  a  freeman,  and 
much  more  difficult  is  it  to  alter  the  manners  of  a  Slave; 
for  when  he  is  inflru6Led,  he  may  ftill  in  appearance 
acquiefce,  to  avoid  puniihment,  while  the  fame  opinions 
which  he  originally  poffieffed  remain  fixed  on  his  mind. 
To  alter  their  habits  and  their  religion,  therefore,  it  is 
neceffary  to  give  them  more  liberty,  and  by  doing  fo, 
you  may,  on  the  other  hand,  perhaps,  countera61:  that 
objecf  which  you  intend  to  promote. 

“  I  am  forry  to  detain  the  Houfe  fo  long,  but  I  felt  it 
to  be  my  duty,  though  I  am  a  fincere  friend  to  the 
Bill,  to  flate  what  I  have  ftated  ;  and  I  will  occupy  no 
more  of  your  time  than  to  fay,  that  I  have  always  been 
a  promoter  of  the  objedf  which  the  Bill  has  in  view,  and 
that  I  will  flill  perfevcre  to  be  its  friend.  There  was,  a 
time,  Sir,  when  this  meafure  would  have  failed  of  its 
purpofe,  but  we  all  mull  allow,  that  the  cafe  is  now 
changed,  and  that  that  which,  if  before  enabled,  would 
have  been  a  dead  letter,  or  rather  worfe,  a  law  producing 
greater  evils  than  thofe  it  was  meant  to  remedy,  will  now 
perform  its  operations,  and  will  put  an  end  to  the  Slave 
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all  the  planters  of  our  iflands,  were  defirous  of  extending 
their  cultivation,  and  the  merchants  had  undertaken  to 
advance  large  fums  upon  fpeculation.  In  fa£l:,  many 
were  about  to  transfer  themfelves  to  other  colonies,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  polhble  to  have 
abolifhed  it  then,  fuch  was  the  general  contention  for 
lands  to  cultivate.  But,  Sir,  how  is  the  cafe  now  changed? 
At  this  time,  the  colonies,  inftead  of  being  in  a  profpe- 
rous  and  flourilliing  ftate,  are  involved  in  ruin,  and  the 
whole  income,  whatever  that  may  be,  centers  in  your 
exchequer.  As  for  the  merchants,  fo  far  from  being 
induced  to  advance  capital,  they  will  prefs  hard  for  the 
money  that  has  been  already  borrowed  of  them,  and  if 
you  aboliih  the  trade,  that  which  might  have  been  re¬ 
covered  will  now  be  completely  annihilated.  But  if  you 
are  determined  to  abolilli  it,  it  only  remains  that  you 
fhould  do  it  in  as  fair  a  way  as  poflible  j  and  I  cannot 
help  concurring  with  the  Counfel  who  appeared  on  behalf 
of  the  Well  Indies  in  hoping,  that  compenfation  will  be 
made,  for  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  that  it  will  be 
done  in  a  fair  and  honourable  way. 

“  There  is  however  one  other  point  to  which  I  will  beg 
leave  to  advert.  It  behoves  us  in  a  meafure  of  fo  great 
importance  as  the  prefent,  and  which  will  be  regarded  in 
the  event  of  the  palTing  of  the  Bill  as  the  deed  of  this 
great  body,  to  do  it,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  Suaviter 
in  modo.  There  are  confequences  which  might  enfue 
to  the  iflands,  which  would  be  extremely  embarrafling 
to  this  country,  if,  by  this  meafure,  you  detach  their 
afFedlions  from  the  mother  kingdom.^' 

Mr.  Courtney  declared  himfclf  a  cordial  friend  to  the 
meafure  now  under  clifcuflion. 

Sir  Ralph  Milbank. — Sir,  there  has  been  a  cir- 
cumftance  alluded  to  during  the  debates  upon  this  quef- 
tion,  as  a  motive  for  poftponing  the  abolition,  which  is, 
that  the  Planters  have  not  had  warning  of  the  intention 
of  this  Houfe  to  adopt  the  Bill.  To  me,  however,  it  is 
quite  clear,  that  fufficient  notice  has  been  given  to  the 

Iflands, 
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Iflands,  of  the  final  conclufion  of  the  Slave  Trade,  when 
this  matter  has  been  in  contemplation  for  about  twenty 
years.  The  fentiments  exprefled  by  a  noble  Lord  on  a 
former  night,  fo  fully  coincide  with  the  fentiments  which 
I  fhould  exprefs,  .that  it  would  be  prefumption  in  me  to 
reflate  his  arguments. 

But  I  will  jufl  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to  fome- 
'  thing  which  fell  from  a  learned  Gentleman  oppofite  to 
me  (Mr.  Brown.)  He  faid,  that  the  natives  of  Africa, 
who  were  brought  to  the  Weil  Indies,  were  all  flaves  in 
their  own  country  and  in  a  miferable  condition.  But 
'what  does  that  honourable  Gentleman  do  ?  He  brings  them, 
from  Africa,  their  own  country,  to  make  them  flaves  in 
the  Weft  India  Iflands,  in  order 'to  ameliorate  their  con¬ 
dition  *5  for  there  it  is  affirmed  they  are  as  well  treated, 
clothed  and  fed,  in  every  refpe6l,,as  the  labourers  in  this 
country.  But  can  any  ftatement  be  more  unfounded  I 
Take  an  example.  If  a  fervant  here  be  affaulted  or  in¬ 
jured  by  his  employer,  by  m'eans  either  of  whip  or  fcourge, 
he  has  it  in  his  power  to  go  before  a  magiftrate,  to  bring 
his  adlion  againft  his  mafter,  and  to  recover  damages  for 
the  cruelty  infiioled  upon  him.  But  how  different  is  the 
fituation  of  the  unhappy  negro  :  his  mafter  may  ill  treat 
him  with  impunity,  for  he  can  receive  no  juftice  upon 
the  evidence  of  a  black  man,  and  therefore  what  can  you 
term  his  ftate,  but  miferable  and  oppreffed  ? 

I  will  not  detain  the  Houfe  by  further  remarks,  for 
'this  has  been  a  fubjedl  which  has  been  fo  ably  difcuffed, 
that  little  can  be  added ;  I  will  therefore  only  ftate,  that 
in  compliance  with  the  wiffi  of  a  great  number  of  my 
conftituents,  in  perfedl  coincidence  with  my  own  feelings, 
I  hold  up  my  voice  in  fupport  of  the  Bill.  I  do  flatter 
myfelf  that  the  period  is  now  come,  when  a  trade  fo 
inhuman  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  juftice,  fhall  be 
no  longer  fuffered  to  exift  a  difgrace  to  this  country.’’ 


Mr.  Montague.— Sir,  I  believe  I  can  venture  to 
fay,  that  I  have  fpent  m/)re  time  in  the  mveftigation  of 
tliis  fiibjedl  than  any  other  Member,  excepting  the 
honourable  Member  for  the  County  of  York.  It  w'ill 
readily  be  fuppofed,  that  after  this  application,  I  poftefs 
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jas  much*  zeal  as  others  in  the  attainment  of  the  obje(5i 
propofed,  yet  I  will  not  enter  at  any  length  into  general 
reafoning,  1  will  confine  what  I  have  to  fay,  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  thofe  honourable  perfons  who  have  fpoken  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  queftion. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  Gentlemen  fhould  be  defirous 
to  wipe  away  all  (lain  from  the  character  of  the  planters, 
but  to  me  it  appears  to  be  unneceflary,  as  it  has  not  been 
the  practice  of  my  honourable  Friend,  or  of  thofe  who 
have  ablcd  with  him  in  this  great  caufe,  to  affix  a  ftigma 
to  their  chara6lers.  While  it  is  perfe6fly  true  what  an 
lionourablc  Gentleman  (Mr.  Barham)  has  ftated,  that 
he,  ailing  from  motives  of  humanity,  has  done  all  he 
could  to  improve  the  condition  of  his  Haves,  this  fingle 
and  refpedlable  example  would  not  prove  that  uniform 
attention  was  paid  to  the  fame  objedf.  The  volumes 
upon  your  table  exhibit  many  infiances  of  individual 
cruelty^  and  there  is  abundant  teftirnony  that  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Slaves  in  the  Well  Indies  is  much  to  be 
deplored. 

“  A  Gentleman  behind  me  (Mr.  Brown)  has  faid,  that 
Africa  was  formed  for  flavery ;  indeed  he  faid,  that  it 
was  almofi  impoffible  for  Africa  to  be  in  any  other  fiate  ; 
but  does  he  mean  to  argue,  that  upon  this  account  we  arc 
not  to  improve  the  condition  of  thofe  of  her  natives  who 
are  placed  within  our  power,  and  that  we  are  abfolved 
from  all  guilt  in  continuing  to  excite  thofe  enormities, 
neceiTary  to  the  fupport  of  this  trade,  becaufe  this  is  the 
natural  condition  of  Africa  ?  The  argument  refutes  itfelf. 
When  we  know  that  the  w'hole  of  the  civilized  bates  of 
Europe,  even  that  this  free  country  which  has  rifen  to 
fuch  a  pre-eminence,  not  very  long  fince  was  in  the  fame 
fiate  as  Africa;  that  in  Britain  herfelf,  the  felling  of  Have* 
was  pradliced  at  no  very  remote  date  ;  with  this  fadl  be¬ 
fore  us,  how  can  we  pretend  to  fay  that  Africa  is  in¬ 
capable  of  improvement  ? 

Some  arguments  of  an  honourable  Member  (Mr. 
Hiebert)  require  only  to  be  ftated,  in  order  to  be  con¬ 
futed.  Sir,  at  a  time  when  Slavery  was  univerfal  through¬ 
out  the  wide  range  of  the  habitable  globe,  we  read  in  the 
Scriptures  narratives  v/hich  mention  this  condition  of 
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jTian  5  and  are  we  to  be  told,  that  on  that  account,  w'e 
are  to  continue  the  export  of  15,000  flaves  annually  from 
the  Coaft  of  Africa  ?  Is  this  a  fair  conclufion  from  inch 
premifes  ?  I  do  moft  fmcerely  exprefs  my  concern  for  thole 
honourable  Gentlemen,  who,  from  the  accident  of  repre- 
fendntr  particular  places,  or  of  their  perfonal  interest  m 
the  trade,  think  it  necelTary  to  introduce  reafoning  ot  lo 
little  weight.  The  honourable  Member  to  whom  1  lalt 
alluded,  faid,  that  he  did  not  underftand  the  principle  01 
Chriftianity  on  which  the  defenders  of  the  Abolition 
proceeded,  when  they  fpoke  of  the  Slave  Trade  as  mcon- 
fiftent  with  the  golden  rule,  to  do  as  we  would  be  done 
by.  After  the  explanations  that  have  been  given  by  the 
honourable  Member  for  Yorkdiire  relpeding  the  relation 
of  the  maxims  of  our  holy  religion  to  this  important  mea- 
fure,  it  (trikes  me  with  a(tOid(hment,  that  it  fhould  be 
now  afked,  if,  with  refpedt  to  the  Afiicans,  this  trade  is 
doing  as  we  would  be  done  by,  and  that  the  honouiablc 
Member  (liould  at  this  day  enquire  what  is  meant  by  it  ? 

“  An  honourable  Gentleman  faid,  that  he  doubted  if 
the  population  of  the  Iflands  would  admit  of  the  Abolition, 
and  he  queftioned  the  validity  of  the  arguments  of  a  noble 
Lord  (Howick)  as  to  this  part  of  the  fubjedf.  In  ex- 
preffing  the  grounds  of  his  uncertainty,  we  learn,  that  it 
is  not  the  concluhons  that  he  rejedls,  but  the  fades  from 
which  thofe  condufions  are  drawn.  He  admits  the  cor- 
redlnefs  of  the  reafoning  if  the  premifes  are  allowed. 
What  are  thofe  premifes  ?  They  are  fadls  brought  from 
the  Weft  Indies,  founded  on  the  authority  of  the  Legi- 
flatures  there.  Thefe  fa^s  prove,  that  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  Illands,  the  population  of  the  negrqes  is  fuch, 
as  to  be  nearly  equal  to  its  own  fupply.  Will  it  not 
be  competent  to  that  fupply  when  you  have  removed  the 
grand  obftade  which  keeps  it  down,  and  when  you  have 
introduced  that  good  management  which  is  calcula^ted  to 
increafe  it?  Even  under  all  the  difadvantages  ^vTich  it  now 
has  to  encounter,  it  approaches  to  that  ftate  in  which  we 
all  wifti  to  fee  it.  But  to  whom  is  it  to  be  attributed 
that  thefe  effedts  have  not  already  taken  place  ?  1  fay 
plainly,  to  thofe  who  have  hitherto  endeavoured  to  pre* 
vent  the  Abolition. 
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-Before  I  fit  clown,  I  truft  I  fiiall  be  permitted  to  join 
moit  cmdially  in  felicitating  my  honourable  Friend  on  the 
prolpea:  of  at  length  obtaining  the  reward  of  his  labours. 
It  IS  however  yet  poflible,  mat  from  fome  unforefeoii 
event,  he  may  be  difappointed.  I  can  only  fay  that,  in 
that  pfe,  no^effort  of  mine,  as  long  as  I  have  confeioufi- 
nels  in  my  mind,  fliall  be  wanting  to  profecute  this  mea- 
iure.  This  is  a  fubjeT  which  lies  very  near  my  heart ; 
and  I  delight  in  the  thought,  that  the  projea  v/ill  at  laft 
fucyeed  \  and  I  am  gratified  at  being  inftrumentai  in 
taking  away  the  (lain  which  has  fo  long  refted  upon' us.’* 


•  objeci;  jn  rifing  is,  to 

jufeuy  the  confiftency  of  the  condua  of  thofe  with  whom 
I  have  a£led.  ^  What  I  aflert  is  tliis,  that  the  population 
cannot  maintain  itfelf,  and  to  prove  the  allegation,  I  have 
only  to  call  lor  tlie  evidence  of  an  honourable  Gentleman, 
who  himfelf  votes  for  the  Aboiifion  (Mr..BARHAMj,  who 
teils  that  \v^itn  all  the  care  he  has  taken  to  amelio¬ 

rate  tiie  condition  of  the  flaves  on  his  own  eftates,  he 
is  incapable  of  fupporting  the  black  population.  Befides, 
even  admitting  the  births  to  exceed  the  burials,  it  is. 
no^  conclufive  proof  of  an  increafiiig  population,  and 
neither  in  the  Weft  Indies,  nor  in  any  other  country  what¬ 
ever,  will  the  mere  excefs  of  the  births  over  the  deaths 
furnilh  any  fuch  conclufive  proof. 

When  inconfiftency  is  charged  upon  us,  it  is  not 
enough  to  fay,  that  thofe  who  are  difpofed  gradually  to 
aboliih  the  tiade,  are  enemies  to  the  ultimate  abolition 
of  it.  They  muft  deal  more  in  argument  before  they  can 
fay  decifively,  that  the  one  meafure  is  .effedive,  and  the 
other  not.  Ihe  friends  of  the  gradual  Abolition  .are 
prepared  to  ftiew,  that  the  fteps  yon  take  cannot  be  com¬ 
pletely  fuccefsful ;  that  they  will  give  a  fuclden  fliock  to 
the  prejudices  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  trade  ;  that  by 
allowing  no  time  for  preparation,  you  run  the  riik  of  not 
fulfilling  your  intention,  and  even  of  being  utterly  difap¬ 
pointed  in  the  attempt.  Fhe  trade,  it  is  faid,  with  great 
plaufibility  of  reafoning,  will  devolve  to  other  nations, 
who  will  profecute  it  with  lefs  humanity.  You  may 
wafh  your  hands  of  what  you  call  the  crime  y  but  when 
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voii  fpeak  of  the  benefit  to  the  injured  Africans^  you 
muft  take  that  pernicious  confequence  into  the  account, 
and  fee  how  the  balance  fliands. 

An  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Barham)  remarks, 
that  if  other  planters  are  in  the  fame  fituation  in  which  he 
is  placed,  it  will  be  impcfTible  for  them  to  keep  up  the 
population.  What  then  is  the  reafoii  that  you  will  have 
the  Slave  Trade  fuddenly  abolidied The  calamities  of 
war,  and  the  fubverfion  of  commerce  is  fuch,  that  the 
Colonies  have  not  the  means  of  obtaining  flaves  from 
other  powers  at  prefent  *,  and  indeed,  the  diftreffes  of  the 
Colonies  are  fuch,  that  if  other  powers  could  make  the 
offer,  the  Colonies  could  not  avail  themfelves  of  it.  We 
are  not,  however,  to  draw  any  permanent  argument  from 
the  temporary  date  either  of  the  one  or  the  other.  It  is 
true  that  there  is  at  this  moment  a  great  overflow  of 
Weft  India  property  in  the  country,  and  the  impediments 
to  the  demand  abroad,  prevent  its  importation  ;  yet  trade 
in  thefe  commodities  from  the  Iflands,  as  in  all  others, 
will  find  its  level,  the  prefent  difhculties  will  be  removed, 
and  all  you  can  do  will  not  reftraia  the  planters  from 
getting  flaves  from  other  quarters.’’ 

Mr  Jacob. — There  v/as,  Sir,  a  fort  of  paroxifm  of 
hum.anity,  which  led  the  Houfe  to  a  decifion  which  I 
moft  heartily  approve,  but  vTiicli  rendered  me  doubtful 
if  the  policy  of  the  meafure  had  not  been  overlooked  in 
paying  attention  to  its  juftice  and  humanity.  But  I  am 
now  perfedlly  fatisfied  upon  all  the  three  points. 

It  has  been  aflced.  Why  fhould  the  Slave  Trade  be 
immediately  aboliftied  ^  do  this  I  anfwer,  that  the  Re¬ 
port  of  the  ftate  of  the  Vv’ eft  Indies  on  ^the  table  fhews, 
that  there  is  a  fuperabundance  of  produce  ;  that  there  is 
even  an  increafing  fuperabundance  ;  and  that  if  things 
continue  in  this  ftate  the  markets  will  be  choaked  and 
overloaded,  and  the  ruin  will  be  much  more  alarmdng 
than  it  is  at  prefent.  Another  reafon  for  this  meafure  is, 
the  poffibility  of  keeping  up  the  population,  which  has 
been  abimdantly  proved.  4'o  fay  nothing  of  the  Iflands 
of  Bermuda  and  New-Providence,  it  will  be  found  that  in 
Montferrat/Dominica,  and  Jamaica,  there  is  not  only  no 
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decreafe,  but  that  there  is  an  aaual  increafe  of  population. 
If,  then,  it  be  admitted  that  the  papulation  can  be  kept 

up,  it  is  granting  every  thing  neceflary  for  the  fanaion 
of  the  meafure. 

On  an  eftate  maintaining  an  hundred  negroes  at  £^0 
each,  you  will  find  that  they  are  now  worth  about  ^5000. 
The  value  of  the  lands  which  they  cultivate  may  perhaps 
amount  to  ^  5^00  more.  But  when  this  meafure  is 
pafTed,  what  will  be  the  confec]uence  ?  Thofe  negroes 
which  before  were  worth  only  50  each,  will  be  in- 
creafed  in  value  to  double  that  amount.  That  which 
Would  be  worth  before  ^  ^oooy  may  then  be  eflimated  at 
«^io,oco,  and  I  afk,  is  this  no  compenfation  to  the  W^effc 
India  merchants  and  planters  ?  "Will  not  the  value  of 
the  .Weft  India  property,  as  far  as  it  confifts  in  negroes, 
be  greatly  encreafed  ?  Under  fuch  circumftances,  what 
will  be  the  treatment  of  the  flaves  ?  The  planter  will 
fee  that  thefe  poor  creatures  are  increafed  in  value,  that 
he  muft  guard  them  with  increafed  attention,  and  that  he 
muft  feed  them  a  little  better  than  he  has  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  do. 

“  1  here  is  another  reafon  for  the  Abolition,  which  I 
think  is  of  confiderable  importance,  and  which  will  have 
fome  weight  with  the  Houfe  in  deciding  this  queftion. 
It  has  been  always  found,  that  the  negroes,  by  being 
well  treated,  come  to  entertain  an  atTe6llon  for  their 
mafters  ;  but  this  cannot  be  the  cafe  with  newly-imported 
negroes.  Confidering,  therefore,  that  the  old  negroes 
are  more  attached  to  their  mafters  than  the  new,  and 
that  thofe  which  are  frefh  imported  will  be  moft  willing 
to  excite  and  encourage  infurredion,  is  it  not  better  to 
bring  no  more  of  thofe  materials  into  the  country  which 
have  been  hitherto  found  fo  combuftible  ? 

‘‘  One  more  argument  refpeding  the  pofTibility  of  the 
trade  being  carried  on  by  our  enemies  to  the  Coaft  of 
Africa.  Let  us  fee  what  is  the  ftate  of  the  difterent 
countries  which  we  apprehend  may  take  up  the  traffick- 
V/e  find  that  France  is  precluded  by  the  war  from  doing 
fo.*  Sweden  never  did  carry  it  on.  Denmark  has  ceafed 
to  be  concerned  in  it  j  and  America  has  ulfo  given  it  up  \ 
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and  then  there  only  remains  Portugal  which  can  pofliblj 
engage  in  it.” 

Mr.  Windham.— “  My  fentiment,  Sir,  on  the  prefent 
queftion  mufl  be,  that  flavery  under  every  form,  and  in 
every  circumftance,  is  pernicious.  Yet  there  are  danger* 
which  prefent  themfelves  to  my  mind  in  this  meafure, 
that  make  me  paufe,  and  that  make  it  impoffible  for  me 
to  find  in  myfelf  that  courage  with  which  fo  many 
honourable  Members  of  this  Houfe  are  provided.  It 
feems  to  me,  that  this  Bill  may  lead  to  the  ruin  of  the 
country,  and  at  no  very  diftant  period.  Thefe  fears  may 
be  merely  imaginary,  yet,  not  thinking  myfelf  under  the 
compulfion  of  a  ftricl:  and  over-ruling  morality  which  im¬ 
pels  me  to  do  the  thing,  I  dare  not  take  this  bold  ftep. 

I  am  under  the  apprehenfion  of  the  confequences  which 
may  refult  from  it,  and  I  am  conitrained  to  fay,  that  I 
fhrink  from  them.  While  others  are  difpofed  to  wafh 
their  hands  of  what  they  are  pleafed  to  call  the  iniquity 
of  the  trade,  I  am  anxious  to  wafli  my  hands  of  thofe 
confequences  which  this  meafnre  may  bring  upon  us, 
without,  certainly,  any  immediate  and  obvious  neceflity.” 

Mr.  Whitbread. — “  Sir,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the 
debate  I  fhould  not  have  rifen  to  addrefs  you,  if  it  had 
not  been  from  the  circumftance  of  my  Right  Honourable 
Friend  below  me  (Mr.  Windham)  thinking  it  neceilary 
to  get  up  at  this  late  period  of  the  nigh.t,  to  Rate  to  the 
Houfe,  that  he  was  a  perfon  who  doubted  the  propriety 
of  abolifhing  the  African  Slave  Trade.  If  there  can  be  a 
man  whofe  mind  is  enlightened,  or  whofe  intelligence  is 
acknowledged,  it  is  he  j  and  yet  in  the  early  period  of  his 
life,  as  I  well  remember,  he  Rated  in  this  Houfe  that  he 
regarded  the  abfolute  neceiiity  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  as  one  of  thofe  felf-evident  propofitions 
which  afibrded  no  room  for  argument.  So  extraordinary 
a  revolution  having  taken  place  in  the  ientiments-of  my 
Right  Flonourable  Friend,  I  think  it  the  more  incumbent 
on  me  to  Rate  to  the  world,  that  I  remain  of  the  fame 
opinion  which  I  originally  expreffed.  Not  only  am  I 
Rrengthened  by  what  I  heard  the  other  night,  but  by  the 
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(peech.of  the  Honourable  Gentleman  oppofite  to  me,  by 
the  addrefs  of  the  new  Member  under  the  gallery,  and 
by  the  obfervations  made  by  my  Honourable  Friend  near 
me  (Mr.  Barham),  which  I  will  venture  to  fay,  for  the 
purpofe  of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  was  mofh 
efFe6fual  ;  and  I  was  rejoiced  to  hear,  that  he  had  under¬ 
taken  to  bear  a  part  of  the  weight  of  the  meafure. 

‘‘  An  Flonourable  Gentleman  has  told  us,  that  he  was 
a  friend  and  fupporter  of  a  gradual  abolition,  but  I  think 
that  we  mull  either  have  a  total  abolition  or  no  abolition ; 
for  even  if  they  coiifent  that  this  traffic  fhall  at  fome 
period  or  other  be  abolifhed,  as  was  done  on  a  former 
occafion  ;  yet  when  that  period  fliall  come  ;  when  wc  tell 
them,  ‘  Carry  your  own  principles  into  effieif,’  they  will" 
Bill  exclaim,  ^  Give  us  more  time.’  He  fays,  the  Wed 
India  Planters  have  had  no  warning.  Have  they  indeed 
had  no  warning  Was  there  not  a  refolution  of  this 
Houfe  palTed  for  the  abolition,  and  during  the  interval, 
was  there  the  .fmallell  preparation  made  ?  Sir,  if  you 
v/ere  to  determine  now,  that  in  five  years  from  this  time 
the  abolition  Ihould  take  place,  yet  I  afic  the  Houfe  if 
they  can  believe  that  any  preparation  whatever  would  be 
made?  From  my  heart  I  believe  none  j  and  the  only 
confequence  would  be,  that  a  greater  glut  of  haves  would 
be  imported,  on  pretence  of  keeping  up  the  population ; 
but  the  real  objeH  v/ould  be  foon  found  to  be,  that  they 
might  open  new  grounds,  that  they  might  enter  into,  new 
fchemes  of  cultivation. 

A  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  has  faid,  that  the 
population  of  the  W ell  Indies  is  not  now  in  a  Hate  to 
meet  the  abolition.  I  Biould  like  to  know,  if  it  be  not 
now  in  that  Hate,  when  it  will  be  ?  He  tells  you,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  knows  of  no  means  by  which  the 
population  in  our  Coloaies  can  be  kept  up.  ‘  That  can 
never  be  done,’  (fays  he).  ‘  But  I  aik  you  to  wait,’  he 
adds,  ‘  till  it  is  done,  and  then  abolifli  the  trade  if  you 
pleafe.’  Could  any  thing  be  faid  fo  little  worthy  of  that 
Gentleman’s  acutenefs  ? 

The  argumetit  is  dated,  for  the  purpofe  of  podponing 
the  operatiau  of  the  Bill,  in  two  ways  5  Fird  you  hear, 
that  the  abolition  will  go  for  notliingj  and  the  reafon  af- 
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figned  for  It  is,  tliat  other  countries  will,  when  we  have 
abandoned  it,  carry  it  on.  We  know,  Sir,  that  America 
has  already  abolifiicd  it;  Franje  can  do  nothing  in  it  at 
prefent;  and  though  Portugal  ftill  continues  it,  yet  do 
you  aboiifh  your  part  of  it.  You  wiil  then  have  dune 
yo  ir  duty;  you  will  have  fet  an  example  to  France,  and 
e  ery  other  European  ftate,  which  they  wiii  do  well  to 
imitate. 

A  friend  of  mine  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Houle  was 
run  away  with  the  other  night  in  a  whirlwind  of  hu¬ 
manity  ;  but  if  I  have  any  thing  to  complain  of,  it  is, 
that  the  Houfe  has  been  too  much  loaded  with  cold 
reafoning ;  that  the  fupporters  of  the  Bill  have  been  ob¬ 
liged  to  exhibit  to  you  the  meafure  as  a  matter  of  profit 
and  iofs,  between  Eiiglifh  money  and  African  blood,  (loud 
and  continued  exclamations  of  hear,  hear,  hear,  inter¬ 
rupted  the  honourable  Member),  before  they  can.fatisfy 
the  planters  of  the  Weft  Indies  that  they  will  lofe  nothing 
by  not  committing  murder  on  their  fellow  men.  We 
muft  prove  to  them,  that  though  robbery  and  murder  have 
been  committed  for  a  time  f^or  their  benefit,  yet  if  the 
iflands  ftill  produce  the  fame  revenue,  we  (hall  no  longer 
continue  a  trade  which  is  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  rob¬ 
bery  and  murder;  and  then  it  is  ftated  moft  corredlly  by 
my  friend  below  me,  that  if  you  do  aboiifh  the  trade, 
you  do  it  not  only  upon  your  own  judgment,  on  your  own 
calculations,  but  on  thofe  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which  have  never 
been  overturned.  If  the  ftatement  which  has  been  made 
refpedling  the  benefit  to  be  derived  to  this  country  from 
the  abolition  of  this  trade,  be  corre6t,  is  it  fuppofed,  that 
France  or  other  countries,  if  they  attend  neither  to  the  > 
calls  of  humanity  or  juftice,  will  not  advert  to  their  own  in* 
terefts  fo  far  as  to  follow  our  example  in  abolifliing  it  alfc? 

My  honourable  friends  on  the  other  fide  have  all  of 
them  contended,  that  the  fituation  of  the  Haves  in  the 
Weft  Indies  is  the  moft  happy  that  can  be  imagined,  and 
one  of  them  has  obferved,  that  an  Englilh  labourer  doeil 
much  more  work  than  a  negro  in  our  colonics.  Suppose 
that  he  does  ;  what  does  that  prove  ?  It  proves,  that  by 
terror  or  by  torture,  or  by  any  other  means  that  you  can 
refort  to,  you  cannot  extoA  from  a  Have  fo  much  labour 
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as  you  can  obtain  from  a  free  man.  But,. fays  an  lionouv* 
able  Member,  the  Africans  are  in  fuch  a  deplorable  Hate 
at  home  in  their  own  country,  they  endure  fuch  miferies, 
and  labour  under  iucli  hardlhips  there,  that  they  are  glad 
to  be  relieved  by  being  carried  to  the  Weft  Indies.  If 
this  be  the  cafe,  I  fliould  be  glad  to  know  if  they  come  as 
volunteers.  Volunteers !  No,  Sir,  they  are  torn  from 
their  families  and  conneclions,  and  what  is  a  better 
proof  than  all  is,  you  pay  for  them.  But  how  docs 
Jamaica  fpeak  in  the  paffage  alluded  to  by  an  honour¬ 
able  friend  She  calls  the  Slave  Trade,  to  be  fure,  a  ne- 
ceffary  evil ;  but  Hie  fays,  that  the  regulations  we  have 
paffed  refpc6Iing  taking  no  Haves  above  the  age  of  30  is 
mofi:  humane,  becaiife  it  is  mod  horrible  to  take  them 
from  tlieir  dearell  conne6Iions  after  that  time.  How  dif¬ 
ferent  is  the  dory  which  Antigua  relates  ?  She  tells  you, 
that  they  are  mod  glad  to  be  brought  there,  becaufe  there 
they  are  mod  happy.  Next,  the  honourable  Gentleman 
quotes'  Mr.  Parke  upon  this  fubjed,  and  what  is  mod 
extraordinary,  is,  that  that  author  is  brought  in  to  fup- 
port  both  Tides  of  the  quedion.  There  is  one  paffage 
only  in  the  travels  of  Mr.  Parke  to  wdiich  I  will  beg 
leave  to  recall  the  attention  of  Gentlemen,  in  order  to 
fhew  them,  what  is  the  ufage  the  Haves  receive  in  the 
caravans,  and  in  what  manner  thofe  miferable  creatures 
are  compelled  to  bear  it.  Mr.  Parke  himfelf  relates, 
that  he  attended  one  caravan  where  there  w^as  an  un¬ 
happy  woman  who,  being  unable  to  proceed  further,  was 
left  behind.  At  length  thofe  who  had  the  care  of  the 
caravan  went  in  qued  of  her,  and  having  found  her  die 
was  flogged  till  die  rofe  from  the  ground  upon  which  die 
had  funk.  She  darted  forwards  a  little  way,  and  again 
fell.  She  was  v/hipped  again,  darted  up,  and  once 
more  fell  upon  die  ground.  At  length;  tired  of  proceed¬ 
ing  in  this  manner,  the  drivers  put  her  upon  a  horfe, 
tying  her  hands  and  feet  upon  the  animal,  dill  they  found 
lier  fuch  an  incumbrance  tliat  they  aPlually  cut  her 
throat,  and  left  her  hcnind  them.  Pliis  fact  we  have. 
Sir,  from  an  eye  witnefs,  and  tliere  can  be  no  doubt,  tnat 
there  have  been  ten  thoufand  indaaices  of  the  fame  kind, 

if  podible,  more  cruel  than  this. 
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»  Does  not,  Sir,  fucK  a  tale  as  tliis  put  an  end  to  all  tire 
arguments  of  profit  and  lofs,  and  tell  us  m  the  mo  un- 
nreffive  manner,  that  let  who  will  make  them  Haves,  or 
who  will  buy  them,  we  will  never  again  have  any  tlnng 
to  do  with  this  deteftable  traffic  ?  An  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  has  fpoke  in  the  courfe  of  this  mg  t  s 
debate,  has  made  fome  ftateinents,  which  I  think  could 
not  be  borne  out  on  the  philofophical  hypcthefis  on  whicn 
he  chofe  to  place  them.  He  has  told  us  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  Africa,  and  of  the  mafiacres  which  will  lohow 
the  paffmg  of  this  bill ;  and  to  fupport  tins  opiinon  he 
cited  a  book  to  which  I  have  alluded  before  in  this  House, 

I  mean  that  of  Mr.  Malthus-,  in  wdnch  that  author  is 
fuppofed  to  have  faid,  that  Africa  muft  get  rid  in  fome 
way  or  other  of  her  exceflive  population  ;  but  all  which 
Mr.  Malthus  afferts  in  his  book  is,_tbat  notwithftanding 
the  conftant  drain  on  the  population  of  that  cmitinent,  ilie 
fruit  of  tliat  population  is  fo  great,  that  it  is  ftill  kept  up  ; 
that  the  elaffiicity  of  population  is  fuch,  that 'do  what  you 
will,  drain  it  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  it  will  flill  maintain 

itfeif. 

But  the  honourable  GentleiTsan  next  tells  us  to  conie 
to  the  Weil  India  iflands,  and  fee  what  the  real  fa6l  is 
and  defires  that  a  Committee  of  Gentlemen  may  go  oyei 
there,  and  then  tliey  will  fee,  and  be  able  better  to  judge 
of  the  fituation  of  the  labourers.  Suppofing  this  to  be 
done,  and  a  favourable  report  to  be  made,  it  would  not 
authorize  the  Slave  I'rade;  it  would  not  juftify^our  retain¬ 
ing  the  negroes  there  in  perpetual  and  hopelefs  bondage. 
With  refpecfl,  hov/ever,  to  the  happinefs  of  the  haves,  I 
will  relate  to  the  Houfe  one  ftory,  without  meaning  to 
inflame  its  paffions,  told  me  by  a  humane  proprietor  of  a 
Weft  India  eftate,  which  of  itfeif  would  be  iufficient  to  ■ 
fatisfy  my  mind  on  this  fubjecl.  A  hue  have,  about  25 
or  30  years  old,  was  placed  on  the  eftate  of  a  fiiend, 
^fter  having  been  bought  at  the  market.  I  he  man  was 
very  dejeaed,  but  it  was  hoped  that  bis  dcjcaion  would 
foon  pafs  away.  Fortunately  or  unfortunately,  how¬ 
ever,  for  one  knows  not  how  to  determine,  another  let 
of  haves  were  brought  to  the  lhand,  and  fome  of  them 
being  purchafed  by  tiie  fame  owner,  were  introduced  into 
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the  field  where  this  man  was  at  work,  and  having  looked 
at  liim,  they  all  fell  down  on  their  knees  at  once,  and 
paid  homage  to  him  as  a  fovereign  prince.  The  efrea 
upon  this  man  was  fo  great,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  next 
twelve  hours  he  committed  filicide. 

“  But  whether  the  Haves  in  the  Weft  Indies  are  happy 
oi  un.nppy,  of  this  I  am  fatisfted,  that  if  a  man  will  be¬ 
have  with  humanity  to  thofe  who  are  in  that  degraded 
ftate,  he  will  receive  the  reward  of  gratitude  which  mull 
always  be  confequent  upon  his  kind  endeavours. 

“  One  would  imagine,  from  the  language  of  feme  ho¬ 
nourable  Gentlemen,  that  on  the  African  Slave  Trade  de-  - 
pends  the  e.xiftence  of  this  kingdom  :  but  furely  fo  abfurd 
a  pefition  cannot  be  fsrioully  maintained  ;  neither  can  it 
be  ferionfly  maintained,  that  if  you  in  the  preamble  of 
your  Bill  (late  that  the  Slave  T  rade  is  contrary  to  hu¬ 
manity,  juftice,  and  found  policy,  you  will  excite  an  in- 
iurre(^iion  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Have  not  the  refolu- 
tions  palTed  in  the  laft  year,  and  from  which  the  pre¬ 
amble  is  taken,  been  known  in  the  Weft  Indies  for  a 
long  time  ?  and  yet  no  infurredlion  has  taken  place  in 
conlequcnce  of  it.  Am  I  then  to  believe  becaufe  you 
put  that  ill  the  preamble  of  an  ad:  of  Parliament,  which 
was  before  only  a  refclution  of  the  two  Houfes,  it  will 
make  fo  prodigious  a  dilference,  as  to  have  the  effed  of 
creating  an  i  durreeftion  Anfwer  me  this  queftion.  Is 
it  true  that  the  trade  is  contrary  to  juftice  and  humanity, 
or  is  it  not  ^  If  it  be,  they  need  not  the  preamble  of  an 
a6I  of  Parliament  to  tell  them  fo.  No  Sir,  they  know 
it  too  fatally  already. 

‘‘My  gallant  friend  has  told  us,  that  within  the  laft 
twenty  years  the  fituation  and  treatment  of  the  Weft 
Indian  negroes  have  been  much  bettered  j  that  before 
indeed  they  were  wretched,  but  now,  they  are  compara¬ 
tively  happy.  If  it  be  fo.  Sir,  I  am  heartily  glad  of  it : 
but  we  have  been  tolfl  alfo,  that  Jaws  were  enaded  for 
the  protedion  of  the  Haves,  againft  the  wrongs  inHided 
upon  them  by  their  owners.  Do  we  pot  know,  however, 
that  the  laws  alluded  to  were  cnaded,  not  by  the  Haves, 
but  by  their  rnafters,  who  not  only  had  the  formation 
of  thofe  laws,  but  alfo  the  office  of  carrying  them  into 
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execution :  and,  as  has  been  moft  truly  ftated,  all  the 
regulations  thus  boafted  of  have  been  pcrfeaiy  nugatory, 
and  were  neither  intended  or  calculated  to  protect  the 
injured,  or  to  redrefs  their  grievances  •,  their  only 
object  was  to  miflead  the  ignorant,  to  make  a  fhew  and 
a  pretence  before  the  face  of  the  public,  in  orde  to 
delude  them  into  a  favourable  opinion  of  Indian 

humanity.  ^  ,  r  •  i  t, 

‘‘  The  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  have  laid,  why 

will  you  not  permit  us  to  call  evidence  to  prove  what  we 
have  llated  refpe6ting  the  dangers  attendant  on  this  mea- 
fure  ?  But  I  would  alk,  Sir,  Has  there  not  been  an  out¬ 
cry  againil  the  Slave  Trade  ever  fince  and  even  before  the 
French  revolution ;  fuch  an  outcry,  that  if  the  flaves  had 
le  ’n  difpofed  to  rebellion,  we  (hould  ere  now  have  be¬ 
held  the  Weft  India  illands  in  a  ftate  of  conflagration  ? 
And  are  we  now  to  be  told,  that  becaufe  we  fpeak  of 
their  low  and  degraded  ftate,  we  fhall  excite  their  pafllons, 
and  endanger  the  fafety  of  our  iflands  ? 

'Another  circumftance  has  likewife  been  laid  hold  of, 
which  relates  to  a  meafure  of  Mr.  Fox’s  of  the  laft  year, 
which  they  fay  was  intended  as  a  gradual  abolition  of  the 
trade  •,  and  they  adduce  the  fuppofed  opinion  of  that 
great  ftatefman,  to  prove  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  be 
the  rnoit  advantageous.  That  illuftrious  ftatefman,  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  was  of  no  fuch  opinion ;  he  adopted  that 
meafure  merely  as  a  remedy  for  an  evil  which  would 
oiherwife  have  taken  place  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  profped  of  an  early  abolition,  I  mean  a 

glut  of  negroes. 

Sir,  I  can  have  no  doubt,  that  an  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  the  negroes  in  the  W  eft  Indies  muft  fol¬ 
low  the  abolition  of  this  trade*,  and  if  you  look  to  the 
colonies,  you  will  fee,  that  at  the  fame  time  that  you  are 
fulfilling  the  dilates  of  humanity  and  juftice,  you  are 
guarding  your  own  interefts,  and  purfuing  a  plan  founded 
on  the  wifeft  policy. 

‘‘  An  honourable  friend  of  mine,  however,  fays  in 
contradiction  to  this  reafoning,  that  the  abolition  inftead 
of  being  a  relief,  as  is  argued,  to  the  oppreflTed  negroes, 
will  be  a  miferable  fcourge  to  them,  for  they  will  be 
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compelled  to  work  the  harder  in  confequence  of  it.'  But 
I  will  put  it  to  him,  v/hether  fuppofing  he  had  a  hundred 
negroeSj  and  the  mortality  among  them  was  likely  to  pro¬ 
ceed  (according  to  the  hatcnient  of  Mr.  Long)  in  a  ratio 
proportioned  to  the  number  of  hogfheads  of  fugar  pro¬ 
duced  by  their  labour,  he  would  not,  under  exifting  cir- 
cumflances,  rather  diminifli  the  amount  of  his  crop,  than 
by  enlarging  it,  increafe  the  mortality  among  his  (laves  ? 
But  my  friend  has  gone  further  than  this,  and  he  has  told 
you,  that  notwithffcanding  ail  the  care  that  he  could  pay  to 
his  (laves,  there  has  (till  been  a  decreafe  among  them, 
lhat  may  be.  I  could  bring  a  part  of  England  before  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe,  where  there  is  now  a  decreafe  in 
the  population  from  the  unhealthy  fituation  of  the  place. 
But  are  there  not  indances  of  other  eftates  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  where  the  population  has  not  only  been  kept  up, 
but  greatly  encreafed  ?  And  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that 
if  moderately  v/orked  and  well  fed,  the  fame  effed  will,  on 
the  v/hole,  and  m  an  average  of  years,  be  produced  in  the 
Weft  Indies  as  in  every  other  country  of  the  world. 

“  If  honourable  Adembers  will  go  into  arguments  like 
thofe  to  which  I  have  now  replied,  it  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  that  the  falacy  of  them  ftiould  be  deteded.  And  to 
come  to  another  part  of  my  friend’s  fpeech,  I  would  fay, 
without  hefttation,  that  I  will  allow  of  no  claim  of  com- 
penfation  in  the  firft  inftance,  becaufe  it  would  open  a 
door,  which  we  might  never  again  be  able  to  clofe  ;  and 
the  treafury  of  England  might  not  be  fufheient  to  fatisfy 
every  claimant.  But,  fay  they,  where,  and  how^,  then,  is 
cempenfation  to  be  made  Firft,  Sir,  it  is  our  bufinefs  to 
make  compenfation  to  injured  and  infulted  Africa,  for' 
the  happinefs  of  which  w'e  have  deprived  her.  ('Ehe  ex-  • 
clamations  of  ‘‘  hear,  hear,  hear,”  were  loud  and  re¬ 
peated.)  Again,  this  Houfe  will  never  allow^  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  planters  to  calculate  on  profpedive  Ioffes  :  let 
us.  abolifli  the  trade,  and  then  they  may  come  to  the 
Houfe  in  the  event  of  injury,  and  make  their  demand. 
Let  them  not,  however,  exped  too  much  from  our  gene- 
roftty  ;  they  muft  not  go  on  working  their  negroes  as  they 
have  done,  to  the  bone,  in  order  that  they  may  come  to  us 
to  a(k  for  compenfation  for  the  mifehiefs  they  themfelves 
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have  produced.  In  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  it 
is  impoflible  for  me  to  think  for  one  moment  of  com- 

That  a  <Tradual  abolition  would  obviate  the  neceffity  of 
compenfation,  if  there  exift  any  fuch  neceffity,  I  cannot 
believe.  The  planters  had  due  r.otice,  but  they  would 
not  take  it  nor  will  they  now  be  convinced  until  the  adl 
is  executed,  that  the  abolition  will  certainly  take  place. 
As  to  the  claims  of  the  Liverpool  merchants,  I  cannot 
entertain  a  doubt  refpeaing  them*,  they  can  never  be 

^""Thave,  Sir,  been  highly  delighted  and  gratihed  by 
the  fpeeches  of  my  friends,  and  of  the  younger  members 
of  the  Houfe,  upon  this  fubjeft ;  and  I  have  hkewife 
been  much  pleafed  and  amufed  by  the  arguments  em- 
plovcd,  the  miferable  arguments,  againft  the  abolition. 

I  wifli,  with  all  my  heart,  that  my  excel Lnt  f^end, 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  who  has  fo  long  and  zealoufly  iabouied 
in  this  noble  caufe,  had  now  been  a  member  of  this 
afiembly,  that  he  might  have  had  the  gratification  of  co¬ 
operating  in  this  great  work;  and  I  thank  God,  that  1 
have  lived  to  this  day,  when  I  can  give  my  vote  for  abo- 
liihing  this  nefarious  traffic,  in  the  ailured  ho^pe  that  the 
period  of  its  extindtion  has  at  length  arrived/ 

Mr.  Fuller. — I  muft  acknowledge,  Sir,  that  the 
fpeech  we  heard  from  the  noble  Lord  (Howick)  was 
very  eloquent ;  there  was  a  vaft  deal  of  flourifii  in  it ; 
and  we  are  told,  Sir,  that  the  abolition  will  go  to  make 
the  flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies  labourers,  fuch  as  we  have 
in  En-.riand.  I  doubt,  Sir,  if  it  will  convert  .ilavcs  into 
labourers,,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  tne  labour  of  txie 

Haves  muft  be  increafed  by  it. 

On  my  own  eftates,  I  have  endeavoured  to  improve 

the  condition  of  the  Haves,  to  put  them  in  the  fituation 
of  labourers,  to  give  them  fmall  portions  of  land  to  con¬ 
duce  to  their  comfort,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  keep  up 
the  population.  My  eftates  have  been  under  the  bdf  rn^a- 
nagement  ;  they  have  been  under  the  diredlion  of  the 

chief  juftice  and  his  brother,  and  they  are  now  looked 
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after  by  the  ableft  man  in  the  ifland  5  but  alJ  this  has  been 
ineffectual  to  increafe  the  population. 

Now,  Sir,  what  is  my  fituation  ?  The  gangs  of  la¬ 
bourers  on  my  eftates  will  be  reduced  from  time  to  time, 
until  the  eftate  is  annihilated.  Annihilated  it  muft  be, 

for  is  there  a  man  who  will  lend  me  money  under  this 
rifk  ^ 

The  objeCt  has  been  to  undermine  the  fecurity  of 
Weft  Indian  property  by  popular  clamour  :  the  firft  ftep 
is  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trader  and  then  will  naturally 
follow  the  emancipation  of  the  flaves.  ’  But  will  th^ 
Haves  work  if  they  are  fet  free  ?  No.  I  underftand,  that 
a  negro  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  throwing  feed  out  of 
his  hand,  will,  by  a  day’s  labour,  raife  as  much  as  will  be 
fufficient  to  maintain  himfelf  and  his  children  for  a  week. 
Does  any  man  fuppofe,  that  a  man  will,  for  the  reft  of 
the  week  work,  if  he  can,  in  this  way,  maintain  himfelf 
and  his  family  ^  Then  the  neceffary  confequence  is,  that 
you  are  obliged  to  keep  them  under  reftriClion. 

“  The  caufe  of  the  great  failure  in  the  population  is 
this  j  that  at  the  time  of  taking  off  the  crops,  the  flaves 
have  fo  much  ardent  fpirits  given  to  them,  that  they  are 
deftroyed;  and  this,  Sir,  is  from  want  of  the  proper  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  overfeers.  But  is  it  not  much  the  fame  here  ? 

I  believe  it  to  be  the  defeCf  of  the  male  population  of  this 
country.  With  refpeCf  to  this  praCfice  in  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  I  have,  Sir,  the  experience  of  five  generations 
upon  my  owi\  eftate,  where  I  find  the  confirmation  of  it. 

‘‘  Then,  Sir,  to  fay  that  the  planters  are  to  be  taught 
humanity  and  all  that ;  fuch  remarks  are  unfair  and  im¬ 
proper.  There  is  no  man  who  reverences  Parliament 
more  than  I  do.  It  is  the  jury  of  this  country.  It  is  the 
fitteft  inftrument  which  can  be  employed  for  its  happi- 
iiefs.  But  if  ufed  wrong,  it  is  the  worft  inftrument 
which  can  be  employed  ;  the  moft  dreadful  inftrument  to 
diftrefs  a  people  that  can  be  conceived. 

‘‘  An  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  tells 
you  a  parcel  of  fine  ftories,  and  talks  of  honour  and  juf- 
tice,  and  morality,  and  all  that ;  but  I  do  not  myfelf  think 
it  neceffary  to  carry  thefe  refinements  fo  far.  If  we  were 
to  do  fo  on  every  fubjeft,  there  is  nothing  between  man 
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and  man  that  we  fliquld  not  condemn.  Thus  in  his 
brewery,  puih  it  to  the  utmoft  extent,  and  we  Ihould 
have  a  great  deal  of  lamentation  on  the  injury  done  y 
bad  mixtures ;  we  fliould  be  told,  that  we  are  conftaiitly 
drinking  poifon,  that  the  population  of  the  country  was 
•thinned  by  it,  that  the  bufinefs  of  a  brev/ery  was  a  fort  of 
legalized  murder,  and  I  might  forewarn  my  countrymen 
of  their  danger,  proclaim  all  the  evils,  and  abohfh  beer 
as  an  Englidi  beverage.  Sir,  we  have  been  entertained 
with  nice  feelings,  with  a  vaft  deal  of  fympathy  and  fuch 
fort  of  (luflV^ut  before  we  apply  theni  we  fliould  find 
proper  obje6ls  to  whieh  they  fhould  be  directed. 

(Mr.  'Fuller  fat  down  amid  ineeflant  cries  for  the 

quellion.)  — 

Mr.  Herbert  (of  Kerry.) — ‘‘  Sir,  fervent  as  I  am  in 

fupport  of  this  meafure,  and  convinced  as  I  am  of  its 
propriety,  1  am  glad  to  be  able  to  ftate,  that  it  is  not 
from  motives  of  humanity  and  juftice  alone  that  I  mean 
to  give  my  fupport  to  the  abolition.  I  am  ready  to  ffatej 
and  I  do  really  believe  after  all  I  have  heard  from  honour¬ 
able  members  who  have  fupported  the  other  fide  of  the 
queftion,  and  from  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  Bill  will  be 
a  fource  of  great  advantage  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  that 
the  proprietors  of  eftates  there,  cannot  lofe  by  it,  or  be  by 
any  means  injured. 

The  trade  itfelf  is  unjuft,  and  contrary  to  the  reli¬ 
gion  on  which  our  laws  are  founded  j  and  on  thofe  laws 
alone  could  it  be  fupported,  for  if  you  have  no  authority 
under  thofe  laws,  it  is  illegal  to  detain  men  in  flavery. 
Thinking,  therefore,  as  I  do,  that  the  abolition  is  founded 
on  the  broad  bafis  of  juftice,  and  that  juftice  having  been 
confulted  in  this  bill,  even  v/ere  we  proceeding  contrary 
to  what  prudence  (if  that  alone  were  confulted)  would 
dictate,  we  have  no  reafon  why  we  fliould  confult 
policy. 

For  thefe  reafons,  Sir,  I  ftiall  give  "my  hearty  vote 
in  favour  of  the  bill  under  confideration.’’ 

Lord  Howick. — Feeling  the  length  to  which  the  de¬ 
bate  has  gone,  and  feeing  the  difpofition  of  the  Houfe  not 
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to  proceed  further,  I  fhall  referve  what  I  have  to  fay  to 
fome  future  opportunity,  particularly  in  anfwer  to  my 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham,)  who  tells  us 
that  we  are  accompliOiing  the  ruin  of  the  country  by  this 
meafure.  I  lhall  content  myfelf  by  juft  obferving  at  this 
time,  in  reply  to  my  right  honourable  friend,  that  after 
the  belt  attention  I  can  give  to  the  queftion,  divefting  my- 
felf  as  much  as  poffible  of  all  impreflions  as  to  the  horrors 
ot  the  trade,  and  of  the  compaffion  they  cannot  fail  to  ih- 
Ipire,  on  the  grounds  of  expedience  alone,  I-have  con- 
vinced  myfelf  of  the  propriety  of  the  abolition,' and  I  have 
already  ftated  fome  of  the  reafons  which  lead  me  to  think, 
that  no  fuch  dangers  as  engage  the  fears  of  my  right 
honourable  friend  are  to  be  apprehended,  either  for  the 
conjmercial  wealth,  or  political  importance  of  this 
country  bir,  I  have  been  taught  to  fuppofe,  and  I  fee 
no  reafon  to  difregard  fuch  inftruaions,  that  the  true 

foundation  of  greatnefs  and  profperity,  is  in  juftice  and 
humanity. 

I  rofe  principally,  before  we  went  into  the  committee 
^  propofe  to  the  Houfe,  a  convenient  mode  of  proceeding! 
Ihis  debate  has  taken  place  rather  unexpededly.  After 
the  rnanner  in  which  the  former  queftion  was  carried,  I 
certainly  did  not  imagine  that  a  regular  oppofition  would 
have  been  made  to  your  leaving  the  chair.  All  the  objec¬ 
tions  might  therefore  have  been  fubmitted  at  a  fubfequent 
ftage  to  the  committee  in  the  form  of  amendments,  and  this 
difcuffion  might  have  been  fpared.  I  am  afraid,  that  at  ' 
the  prefent  late  hour,  and  efpecially  as  we  hear  that  there 
is  a  further  alteration  to  be  propofed  in  the  committee  as 
to  the  queftion  of  time,  I  fay  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  thT 
could  not  make  much  progrefs  to  night.  What  I  pro¬ 
pole,  then  is,  that  if  there  fhould  not  be  any  further  op¬ 
pofition  to  your  leaving  the  chair,  we  fhould  now  go  for- 
ward  into  tne  committee  pio  forma.  I  fhall  afterwards 
move  for  re-printing  the  bill,  and  for  its  re-commitment, 
that  the  full  means  of  difcuflion  may  be  afforded,  and  that 
fuch  gentlemen  who  have  amendments  to  propofe,  may 
have  the  full  opportunity  of  difcuflion.’' 

The  Speaker.~««  The  queftion  is,  that  I  now  leave 
ui.e  chair  r” 

This 
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This  being  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  immediately  went 
into  the  committee,  Mr.  Hobhouse  in  the  chair.  The 
bill  then  went  pro  forma  through  the  Committee,  and 
the  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  Report  was  received  and 
read  ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be  taken  into^  fur¬ 
ther  confideration  on  a  future  day,  and  that  it  be  printed 
as  amended. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 


Friday,  March  6,  1807. 


On  the  motion  of  Lord  Howick,  the  Houfe  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  the  Abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  Mr.  Hobhouse  in  the  chair. 

Sir  Charles  Polk. — “  ImprelTed  as  I  am  with  the 
evils  which  mull  attend  this  meafure,  the  Houfe  will  in¬ 
dulge  me  with  a  few  words.  I  conceive,  Sir,  that  this 
Bill  is  ruinous  to  the  country,  is  deftrudfive  to  the  colo¬ 
nies,  and  involves  in  it  the  facrihce  of  all  our  interefts. 

I  know  that  the  honourable  perfons,  poilefling  great  ta¬ 
lents,  who  have  brought  this  bill  before  us,  would  not 
have  recommended  it  to  Parliament^  if  they  had  not  en¬ 
tertained  very  different  opinions  from  thofe  I  profefs. 
Believing  that  any  protradlion  of  this  trade  will  be  pro- 
dudlive  of  fome  beneficial  effedl,  I  mean  to  propofe  a 
prolongation  of  the  interval  before  its  adoption. 

I  believe  no  man  has  ventured  to  fay,  that  the 
culture  of  the  colonies  can  be  maintained  in' its  prefent 
ftate  by  the  prefent  population  of  the  iflands.  I  muff 
fuppofe  alfo,  that  every  man  in  the  Houfe,  and  in  the 
country,  is  difpofed  to  preferve  to  us  our  colonies  and  our 
commerce,  from  a  convidlion,  that  in  the  prefent  crifis, 
without  thefe  we  could  not  fubfift  as  an  independent  na¬ 
tion.  Without  thefe,  we  can  have  no  navy,  and  without 
a  navy,  we  can  have  no  protedfion.  Believing  then, 
mod  firmly,  that  the  colonies  cannot  exift  without  frelh 
f applies  of  labourers,  and  that  thefe  cannot  be  procured 
without  the  Slave  Trade,  I  come  here.  Sir,  not  for  the 
fake  of  the  planters,  not  for  the  intereft  of  the  merchants, 
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not  for  the  advantage  of  tlie  manufacturers,  but  for  the 
fecunty  ot  this  country.  With  the  delay  I  would  fug- 
gelt,  1  have  in  view  feveral  concurrent  regulations  ;  fuch 
as  introducing  more  females  into  the  fettlements,  and 
promoting  this  objed  by  a  tax  upon  males,  and  various 
Other  arrangements  auxiliary  to  the  population,  • 

could  wifh,  indeed,  to  be  relieved  from  the  bill  en¬ 
tirely  but  I  know  that  to  be  impoflible,  and  therefore 
i  endeavour  to  apply  a  partial  remedy.  Why  do  I  fo 
itrenuoufly  refift  this  bill  ?  Becaufe  I  am  confident,  not 
only  that  you  refign  the  colonies  by  enadinp  it,  buf  that 
you  transfer  them  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  you 

f  much  more  advantageous,  than  any 
m  which  he  has  been  ever  engaged  ; — a  "trade  which,  if 

we  may  judge  by  paff  experience,  will  employ  a  vafl 
numoer  of  fhips  and  failors. 

It  is,  Sir,  idle  to  iuppofe,  that  by  any  expedients  to 
which  we  can  refort,  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
can  be  efFeded.  You  may  prohibit  your  own  fhips  from 
embarking  in  the  trade,  bpt  you  cannot  prevent  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  it  by  the  fhips^  of  other  nations,  nor  can  you 
hinder  the  introdudion  ot  haves  into  your  own  ihands. 

-I  he  enemy  can  with  convenience  bring  his  haves  to  Mar¬ 
tinique,  from  thence  they  may  be  conveyed  to  Barbadoes 
and  fo  to  the  reft  of  the  ihands  *,  and  it  is  not  even  pre¬ 
tended^  that  you  can  legihate  for  the  colonies. 

“  This  will  not  only  be  a  moft  beneficial  trade  for 
France,  but  it  will  appear  to  your  ihands,  that  they  do 
not  receive  that  protedion  to  which  they  are  entitled.  I 
do  not  fay  that  this  will  be  a  juft  view,  but  it  will  be  un¬ 
avoidable.  I  he  projedors  of  this  bill  have  not  con¬ 
templated  the  dreadful  vicilFitiides  to  which  thefe  ihands 
are  expofed,  and  which  render  it  irnpoftible  to  fupport 
the  population  by  the  ordinary  means  in  other  countries. 

I  allude  to  the  frequent  hurricanes,  by  one  of  which  in 
1785,  no  fewer  than  i <8,000  perfons  are  faid  to  have 
been  fwept  away.  If  this  bill  pafs  into  a  law,  and  a 
hke  calamity  be  repeated,  how  is  it  polFible  that  the  de¬ 
ficiency  of  labourers  can  be  fupplied 

IhiQre  are  many  other  points  v/hich  prefs  upon  my 
sttention,  but  which  I  reludantly  pafs  over.  I  fhall  con- 
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elude  with  niOYing,  that  the  date  1812  be  fubftituted 
for  1807/’ 

The  Speaker. — The  queftion  is  this,  1  hat  the 
words  propofed  to  be  left  out,  do  ftand  part  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Ward. — Sir,  confidering  that  this  is  the  only 
time  when  I  fliail  have  an  opportunity  of  addreffing  you 
on  this  momentous  fubje61:,  I  truft  that  I  (hall  be  exceed 
for  trefpalTing  upon  the  Houfe  for  a  few  moments.  ^  1  he 
queftions  which  arife  upon  the  bill,  refpea  the  inhu- 
inanity  and  impolicy  of  the  Slave  Trade.  On  the  former, 
fo  ftrong  a  cafe  has  been  made  out,  that  it  is  almoit  uii- 
neceiTary  to  add  any  thing  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  latter, 
even  if  I  were  convinced  that  the  argument  of  humanity 
was  <Tround}efs,  yet  I  fliould  think  myfeif  bound  to  put 
a  period  to  it  on  the  fcore  of  policy,  as  I  would  in  cafes 

of  robbery,  piracy,  or  other  crimes. 

‘‘  We  are  alked  to  continue  the  trade  for  five  years 
longer,  but  is  not  this  to  continue  it  for  an  indefinite 
period  ?  I  conceive  that  there  is  no  argument  which  can 
apply  to  its  continuance  for  five  years,  which  may  not 
at  the  end  of  that  term  with  equal  propriety  be  adduced 
to  fupport  its  continuance  for  ever.  That  cafes  of  in¬ 
dividual  hardfhips  may  occur,  I  am  far  from  difputing, 
efpecialiy,  when  the  objedf  of  this  bill  is  to  aboliih,  not 
to  regulate  a  widely  extended  evil,  but  that  merchants 
and  planters  will  be  great  fufferers  does  not  appear  at  all 
probable,  from  any  thing  which  I  have  heard  or  read. 

The  two  principal  arguments  urged  in  oppofition  to 
this  meafure,  are,  iff,  the  depopulation  of  the  iflands^ 
and,  2d,  the  diminution  of  the  culture.  Upon  the  firfl 
of  thefe  heads  we  know,  that  the  population  in  one  of 
the  iargeft  of  our  Weft  India  pofTefhons  nearly  mainLains 
itfelf ;  and  as  the  inequality  exifting  between  the  births 
and  deaths  has  gone  on  decreafing  (as  we  learn  from  the 
evidence  on  the  table)  for  many  years,  I  cannot  doubt  that 
the  beneficial  effedfs  of  this  meafure  will  be  apparent  in 
an  increafe  of  the  population.  Indeed,  fo  implicitly  do 
I  rely  on  the  powerful  workings  of  felf-intereft  in  the 
minds  of  the  owners  of  land  in  our  colonies,  that  I  shall 
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<5'fappo5nted,  if,  not  only  any  old  plantations 
are  ultimately  abandoned,  but  if  new  lands  in  the  courfe 
of  lame  are  not  brought  into  ftate  of  cultivation. 

ft.  ^  J  n  ^  which  needs  no  evidence  to  fupport  it, 
tl.at  the  human  race  is  prevented  by  nothing  but  ill  treat¬ 
ment  from  multiplying  as  hfi  in  {he  Weft  Indies  afin 
e/try  ot  lei  country  where  the  bounty  of  nature  is  not 
emmped  by  mifchievous  inflitutions.  It  is  faid,  however, 
-11,  .hat  the  Weft  Indies  form  an  exception  to  this  gene- 
<al  law,  and  it  is  urged,  that  in  future  it  will  be  impof- 
lo.e  to  obtain  a  fupply  of  labourers  for  opening  and  culti¬ 
vating  new  lands._  To  this  I  can  only  fay,  that  the  pro- 
'gre  so  the  colonial  fyftem  muft  be  governed  by  the  fame 
CTCumftances  which  controul  agriculture  in  other  parts 
Oi  the  world.  The  advance  may  be  flower,  but  I  fruft 
tnat  It  will  be  as  fure,  and  in  the  end  more  beneficial. 

_  Another  argument  as  to  the  difeontent  likely  to  be 
excited  by  the  paffing  of  this  bill  I  cannot  comprehend, 
s  It  neceflary,  in  order  to  keep  Haves  in  a  ftate  of  fubiec- 
tion^  that  you^  ftiould  (as  it  is  faid)  gratify  their  eyes  by 
new  impoitations  of  their  milerable  brethren  ?  If  that 
weie  to  be  really  the  cafe,  what  would  be  the  ftate  of 
tnole  plantations,  (and  we  knov/  that  there  are  fome 
uicii)  where,  of  late  years,  there  have  been  no  importa- 
tions  at  all,  and  where  the  /laves  belonging  to  them  have 
not  been  confoled  and  comforted  in  their  fervitude  by  wit- 
nefhng  the  fuperior  degree  of  mifery  and  wretchednefs  of 
t  ^eir  countrymen.  This,  Sir,  is  an  argument  to  me  in- 
c om pi eb.cn fible,  and  it  is  truly  furpriling  that  theoppofers 
Oi  this  nieafurc  fhould  have  adduced  it,  only  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  confuted. 

‘‘  It  is  Hkewlfc  faid.  Sir,  that  by  aboliftiing  the  trade 
witnout  declaring  its  inhumanity,  we  ftiould  redify  the 
injuftice  of  It.  I  can  never  believe,  that  when  you  have 
begun  by  tearing  the  African  by  fraud  and  violence  from 
his  native  country,  that  it  needs  an  ad  of  the  legiftature 
U>  inform  him  that  it  is  done  by  the  violation  of  all  juftice. 

hy  may  they  not  at  length  learn,  that  their  lives  and  la¬ 
bours  have  become  more  important  in  the  eye  of  the  im¬ 
perial  legiOature,  and  that  more  regard  will  be  paid  bencc- 
forv;  ard  to  tlieir  health  and  comfort  ?  If  the  predided  mif- 
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chiefs  were  in  reality  to  be  dreaded,  I  fear  that  they  would 
have  been  already  felt  by  the  planters,  for  the  injuftke  of 
the  fervitude  in  which  the  negroes  have  been  held  might 
not  only  have  been  learnt  by  the  perufal  of  the  debates  upon 
the  fubje61:  in  this  Houfe,  but  it  might  have  been  known, 
by  the  infpe^lion  of  the  Englifli  ftatute  book,  where  lla*’ 
very  is  regarded  with  the  utmoft  abhorrence.  But  there  is 
another  fource  which  might  alfo  have  infi:ru6led  the  blacks, 
that  the  bondage  under  which  they  have  groaned  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  principles  of  juft  ice  and  humanity.  The  his¬ 
tory  of  St.  Domingo  might  have  already  convinced  them  of 
this  truth.  All  that  can  be  known  upon  that  queftion  they  ^ 
are  already  well  acquainted  with  j  and  it  only  remains  for 
us  to  decide,  whether  the  confolation  they  arefuppofed  to 
derive  from  feeing  their  fellow  countrymen  tortured  before 
their  eyes,  forms  a  balance  to  the  turbulent  difpofttion  of 
frefti  negroes,  whofe  untamed  paftions  and  unbroken  tem¬ 
pers  are  exafperated  by  the  means  which  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  to  drag  them  from  their  native  land. 

‘‘  Thefe,  Sir,  are  reafons  which  apply  as  well  to  the 
total  abolition  of  flavery,  as  to  the  termination  of  this 
trade.  And  if  I  did  not  believe  that  this  meafure  would 
ultimately  tend  to  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes,  I 
fhould  be  inclined  to  oppofe  it  as  an  improper  compro- 
mife  between  the  Britifli  parliament  and  the  Weft  Indi?L 

Sir  Philip  Francis. — The  honourable  Baronet,  Sir, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  has  gone  over  moft  of  the 
topics  which  have  been  repeatedly  confidered  in  thefe  dif- 
cuflions.  He  fays,  among  other  things,  that  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  Slave  Trade  will  be  injurious  to  the  navy  of 
this  country,  and  that  it  will  transfer  to  the  navy  of 
France  a  great  acceflion  of  ftrength.  With  regard  to  the 
Britifh  navy,  according  to  my  view  of  the  fubjedt,  fo  far 
from  being  affifted  by  the  African  trade,  it  is,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  materially  conducive  to  the  redudlion  of  its  power, 
account  of  the  number  of  feamen  who  perifti  in  the 
courfe  of  the  protradled  voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Africa  and 
thence  to  the  Weft  Indies.  The  effedt,  upon  the  health 
and  vigour  of  the  mariners,  may  be  coUefted  from  the 
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reluaance  with  which  the  ofhcers  of  his  Majefty’s  navy 
admit  recruits  from  the  fhips  engaged  in  this  trade.  If 
this  be  a  corred  reprefentation,  no  disadvantage  like  that 
fuppofed  will  arife,  and  the  removal  of  the  trade  to 
France  will  be  no  obje£Iion  as  between  navy  and  navy. 
For  my  part,  I  would  confent,  that  the  whole  navy  of 
France  (liould  be  employed  in  this  very  trade,  becaufe  I 
think  that  by  thefe  means  we  fliould  molt  certainly  pre- 
ferve  our  fuperiority. 

Let  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  have  what 
efFe6l  it  may,  it  cannot,  on  the  argument  of  the  honour¬ 
able  Baronet,  become  the  ruin  of  the  illands  ;  for  he  him- 
felf  tells  you,  that  it  is  impolTible  for  this  country  to  com¬ 
plete  fuch  abolition.  Then  the  queftion  with  him  is,  not 
whether  the  illands  are  to  receive  no  Haves  at  all,  but  whe¬ 
ther  they  are  to  obtain  them  from  the  French,  the  Dutch, 
or  fome  other  continental  power;  and  this  is  all  the  hon¬ 
ourable  Baronet  is  entitled  to  upon  his  own  fhewing.  The 
colonies  cannot  be  ruined  on  his  principle,  becaufe  the 
trade  cannot  be  abolifhed. 

“  With  the  fame  inconfiftency  the  dellrudion  of  St. 
Domingo  has  been  attributed  to  inefficient  caufes.  The 
real  caufe  of  the  ruin  of  St.  Domingo  was,  the  power 
given  to  individuals  to  augment  the  population  of  the 
blacks  indefinitely  above  the  whites,  and  while  this  pro¬ 
moted  the  immediate  profit  of  the  planter,  it  involved  a 
great  public  evil.  This  power  was  iiidifcreetly  given  to 
individuals,  and  has  been  followed  by  a  ferious  national 
calamity. 

“  Sir,  I  have  fat  here  above  twenty,  I  belive  near  thirty 
years,  and  have  lifiened  during  that  time  with  attention 
to  the  debates  on  this  important  fubjedf.  It  has  been 
difculTed  here  I  think  for  twenty  years,  and  forfooth  we 
are  now  to  be  told  of  hurry  and  precipitation.  After 
twenty  years,  to  avoid  what  is  called  impolitic  hafte,  v/e 
are  to  give  five  years  more  to  the  trade.  The  objedl  of 
this  delay,  the  honourable  Baronet  fays,  is  to  give  time 
for  a  large  importation  of  females.  With  all  the  admo¬ 
nitions  the  planters  have  had,  have  not  they  taken  care 
of  this  which  now  they  pretend  to  be  fo  material  ?  Did 
they  never  think  of  it  before,  and  is  it  reafonable  they 

ffiould 
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fliould  alk  for  it  now?  If  it  has  not  been  done  already} 

how  can  we  expe£l  they  will  take  the  precaution  now, 
after  having  neglecSled  it  for  twenty  years  ?  When  they 
are  prepared,  to  tis  fome  fecurity  for  their  future 

punctuality  as  to  this  particular,  we  may  think  it  woith. 
while  to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  objeClion. 

Mr.  Fuller.” — Sir,  I  underftancl  that  the  eftate  be« 
longing  to  the  father  of  the  gentleman  on  the  other  lide, 
{iVlr.  Ward)  is  fuch,  that  the  negroes  cannot  mix  or 
alTociate  with  other  negroes,  and  that  on  that 
haps  or  fome  other,  they  keep  up  their  population.  Whe-^ 
ther  that  effeCl:  be  owing  to  fuperior  management  I  do  not 
know,  but  if  it  be,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  of  it  from  the 
honourable  member,  that  the  population  may  alfo  be 
maintained ,  on  other  plantations.  I  fliould  firft  wifh  to 
enquire,  is  it  not  a  coffee  plantation  ?  ^ 

[In  reply  to  this  queftion  (Mr.'  W^ard)  anfwered  in  the 

negative.] 

‘‘  Sir,  I  have  always  underffood,  that  tire  honourable 
member’s  father’s  plantation  was  under  peculiar  ciicum- 
ftances,  and  that  there  was  no  neceffity  for  the  negroes 
going  to  market,  which  is  mofl  injurious  to  their  health 
and  morals.  If  he  will  mention  the  real  ftate  of  it,  it 
will  be  doing  the  country  a  great  fervice,  and  I  diall  be 
glad,  for  one,  to  hear  it,  becaufe  then  I  (hall  know  what 
have  been  the  means  which  have  fucceeded  in  this  in- 

fiance  to  keep  up  population. 

Sir,  that  honourable  member  ridiculed  the  idea  of 
the  negroes  deriving  pleafure  from  tne  frefh  introduClion 
of  flaves  5  but  the  reafon  of  their  joy  is  this ;  that  when 
they  fee  no  frefli  importations  they  know  that  they  mull 
work  harder  and  harder  until  others  come  to  relieve  them. 
As  a  proof  that  the  haves  do  not  think  their  ft  ate  mifer- 
able,  I  have  heard  that  the  greateft  incitement  to  an  ob- 
ftinate  negro  to  go  more  willingly  about  his  work  is,  to 
tell  him  that  he  fhall  be  fent  back  again  to  his  own  coun¬ 
try.  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  if  he  be  in  that  miferable 
condition  in,  which  he  is  reprefented  to  be  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  he  would  refufe  -to  return  to  that  country  from 
which  he  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  barbarou.fly  dragged  ?  I 

Y  xttcgfteCL 
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recollea:  an  mftance  of  this,  where  I  fent  word  that  a 
have  fl.ouid  be  tranfported  back  to  Africa,  as  I  was  re- 
iolved  to  ma.ve  an  example  of  him  at  any  expence,  becaufs 
he  iiad  ftolen  fome  of  my  cattle.  The  man  upon  hearing 
this,  ^unter  the  dread  of  being  fent  to  the  place  from 
w.iicn  he  nad  been  taken, .prnroifed  not  to  repeat  his  of- 
ithce,^  and  after  that  I  loft  no  more  cattle. 

^-3ve  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  importation 
Ol  treih  negroes,  but  I  am  certain  that  the  iilands  cannot 
iceep  up  their  population.  Even  on  my  eftate  the  num¬ 
bers  annually  decreafe.  1  muft  therefore  give  my  diiTent 
to  the  bill.”  ^ 


^  UNERAL  \  YSE.  Oil  the  refult  of  the  prefent  quef- 
ton,  bir,  may  depend  the  eternal  happinefs  or  mifery  of 
England,  and  I  cannot  tell  how^  thofe  who  cppofe  this 
bill,  can  latisfy  their  confciences  in  fhutting  the  gates  of 
mercy  on  mankind,  blow  can  fuch  men  retire  to  reft, 
or  call  upon  the  facred  name  of  the  beneficent  Deity  ?  I 
declare,  that  I  had  rather  have  been  the  original  propofer 
of  tlie  prelent  meafure,  than  now  be  in  pofteifion  of  every 
w.nidiy  good  which  fortune  could  beftow.  The  reward 
to  vv'hich  the  honourable  member i (Mr.  Wilbereorce) 
looks,  who  has  io  long  devoted  his  time  and  his  talents  to 
th  s  giOrious  caule,  is  not  of  that  kind  ,  he  is  now  happy 
in  this  virtuous  triumph,  and  I  will  not  compliment  him, 
yet  1  may  ut-cr  a  wifii,  that  he  mayjong  continue  to  en- 
lighten  mankind,  and  to  improve  the  condition  of  this 
couniry,  by  hi;>  influ'^nce  and  example.  Poftelfing  fuch 
extenfive  views,  endowed  with  fuch  ample  powers  of 
reaioiin..g,  it  is  not  wonderful  if  he  has  ultimately  fuc- 
ceeucG  Eittle  can  now  he  added  to  tlie  arguments  em¬ 
ployed,  and  efpecially  when  we  recolledl:  that  the  elo- 
queuce  of  tliofe  exalted  ftatefmen,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Pi  rr  were  employed  i:i  bringing  tliis  queftion  before  their 
country  ; — men,  who  never  fpoke  in  this  Houfe,  but  fixed 
attention  watched  their  lips. 

Sir,  the  refult  of  this  meafure  is  to  hold  out  the 
Britifli  Senate  to  nations  yet  unborn,  either  as  the  friend 
of  humanity  and  juftice,  or  as  the  abettor  of  violence, 
jlaVcryj  and  murder.  It  is  indeed  a  fubjedl  of  anxious 
‘  -•  enquiry,, 
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enquiry,  yet  It  has  been  fo  much  difcuffed,  that  human 
real'on  can  do  no  more.  I  would  then  ferioufiy  call  the 
Houfe  to  a  view  of  its  prefent  fituation.  We  are  in  that 
(late,  that  any  temporizing  refolutions  would  not  only  ex- 
pofe  us  to  the  contempt  of  the  world,  but  would  mcreale 
the  preffure  of  the  miferies  under  which  we  labour.  I  he 
end  to  be  attained  can  only  be  accompliflied  by  an  im¬ 
mediate,  and  not  by  a  gradual  abolition. 

‘‘  Whether  we  look  to  juftice,  to  policy,  to  humanity, 
to  profit,  or  to  expediency,  all  thefe  fupply  arguments  fa¬ 
vourable  to  an  Immediate  abolition  of  the  trade. 

“  That  eminent  ftatefman,  whofe  labours  have  been 
diredfed  to  this  fubjedl:  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  (Mr. 
Wilberforce),  who  is  not  more  diflinguiflied  for  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  his  judgment,  than  for  that  zeal  and  perfe- 
verance  with  which  virtue  ever  engages  in  a  great  and 
good  caufe;  I  fay,  Sir,  he  has  inconteilibly  proved  from 
the  moll  authentic  documents,  that  this  ^  miferable  traihc 
is  not  lefs  fatal  to  the  colonies,  than  it  is  detlruclive 
of  civilization  in  Africa.  From  the  fame  authority  we 
learn,  that  the  property  of  the  planters  is  mortgaged  to  a 
mercenary  fet  of  men  who  would  fee  your  iflands  fink  to 
the  bottom  of  the  ocean  for  the  fake  of  their  profits.  I 
do  not  at  all  wonder  at  the  incredulity  with  which  dn 
honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fuller]  hears  the  flatements, 
fmce  he  has  no  experience  10  corredl  his  judgment  \  he 
has  never  feen  the  Well  Indies,  and  probably  his  father 
and  his  grandfather  have  been  equally  ignorant  of  tnem. 
While  he  is  enjoying  the  luxuries  of  his  affluent  revenue, 
he  knows  not  by  what  horrid  means  they  are  fupplied; 
and  hence  he  may  talk  of  the  pernicious  disproportion  of 
the  fexes,  and  of  the  progreffive  diminution  of  the  black 
population.  But  if  this  meafure  be  not  taken,  with  all  his 
confidence  at  the  prefent  moment,  he  may  foon  be  re- 
luaantly  taught,  that  the  lofs  of  his  property  is  but  the 
natural  and  neceflary  confequence  of  his  own  ignorance 
and  inattention. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with 
many  Well  .India  proprietors,  for  whom  I  fhall  ever  en¬ 
tertain  the  highell  refpedl.  They  are  men  whofe  know¬ 
ledge  and  judgment  might  ft  and  in  competition  with  thofe 

Y  2  of 


(  1-72  ) 


of  the  beil -informed  men  ;  but  whatever  mav  be  their 
ability,  whatever  their  humanity,  they  unavofdably  de¬ 
legate  their  authority  to  others,  and  they  know  not  how 
It  IS  employed,  liven  diftance  alone  is  fufficient  to  pre- 
du?re”^^*^  compaffion,  which  they  would  otherw'ife  in- 


If  we  confider  the  queftion  before  the  committee, 
merely  as  a  queftion  of  policy  or  profit,  I  think  we 
Ihould  inevitably  be  led  to  the  fame  conclufion,  as  that 
which  is  dictated  by  humanity  and  mercy. 

“  1  have  now  delivered  my  opinion,  and  it  remains  for 
me  only  to  exhort  this  committee,  to  consider  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  what  may  be  the  result  of  their  determination. 

i.et_us  enquire  what  are  the  advantages  we  gain  on 
tile  one  side,  and  what  are  the  Ioffes  to  which  we  are  ex- 
pofed  on  the-  other;  and  in  the  firft  place,  let  us  enioy 
t  re  Lrod-hke  fatisfafdion  of  restoring,  to  the  rank  of 
numan  beings,  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  a  widely  ex- 
tenaed  region,  and  of  introducing  among  them  moral  im¬ 
provement,  philofophy  and  fcience,  fo  as  to  bring  them 
on  a  level  with  more  polifhed  nations,  and  finally  lead  to 
the  estabiiftiment  of  that  mild  religion,  to  which  we  owd 
a.l  the  happinefs  we  enjoy  here,  and  through  which,  we 
-tOOK  for  eternal  happinefs  hereafter. 

Udratever  may  be  the  decifion  of  this  night,  I  am 
periuaded  that  the  day  is  not  far  off,  when  "the  Slave 
i  rac.e  muft  be  abohflred.  The  only  queftion  therefore  is, 
whether  the  Britilh  Senate  firall  be  the  foremoft  in  this 
race  of  glory,  or  whether  it  fhall  withhold  its  tardy 
luhrage,  until  neceffity  fhall  wring  from  it  its  affent, 
without  the  pride  and  dignity  of  generous  aaion  ?  Let  us 
lemember,  that  thole  who  are  the  firft  to  depart  from  evil 
among  their  companions,  have  the  higheft  claim  to  future 
ach'aiifago,  and  I  truft,  Sir,  that  the  virtuous  example 
afforded  by  this  country,  will  produce  tliat  general  ac- 
ijuielcence  which  will  render  fuffering  and  mifery,  from 
this  caufe,  no  longer  neceffary.^’ 


Sir  q^HOMAS  Turton.-^»  I  fhall  not.  Sir,  take  up 
muc  1  of  the  time  of  the  Houle  in  delivering  the  fenti- 

ments 


ments  I  entertain  upon  this  fubje£l:,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
alTure  honourable  members,  that  it  is  no  popular  clamour* 
in  favor  of  this  bill,  or  promifes  previously  made  to  my 
conftituents,  which  have  at  all  influenced  my  opinion  ;  I 
offer  but  the  fentiments  I  always  have  expreffed.  When¬ 
ever,  Sir,  the  oppreffcd  knock  at  the  door,  it  will  find 
me  willing  to  affift  them,  and  to  give  them  every  aid 
in  my  power  to  protect  them  againft  tyranny.  If  we 
confider  the  trade,  what  can  we  call  it  but  a  traffic  in 
human  flefh  and  blood,  and  fo  deiignating  it,  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  us  to  ceafe  ftating  the  horror  which  we  muft 

feel  againft  it.  ^  - 

Two  points  have  been  urged  in  oppofition  to  the 
queftion  before  the  Houfe.  Firft,  it  is  faid,  that  if  we 
abandon  the  trade,  we  ffiall  throw  it,  with  all  its  benefits, 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  and,  fecondly,  that  we 
ffiould  be  doing  injuftice  on  the  one  hand,  while  we 
render  juftice  on  the  other.  As  to  the  firft  argument,  I 
agree  that  it  may,  in  fome  degree,  throw  into  the  hands 
of  the  French  the  trade  which  we  rejedt.  Much  good 
may  it  do  them  ;  but  from  the  experience  we  have  had, 
I  think  we  ffiould  not  borrow  from  them  our  code  of  hu¬ 
manity.  It  is  likewife  faid,  that  the  abolition  of  the 
African  trade  may  occafion  a  peace  with  France.  If 
that  fliould  be  a  confequence  of  it,  I  ffiould  think  it  an 
additional  reafon  for  the  Houfe  giving  ist  fandlion  to  the 
bill  *,  but  if  the  meafure  of  the  iniquity  of  France  is  not 
yet  heaped  up  to  the  brim,  let  them  endavour  to  fill  it  as 
they  can,  by  accuftoming  themfelves  to  the  horrid  prac¬ 
tices  which  we  are  about  to  resign.  That  this  will  be 
the  effedl:  of  the  abolition  of  the  trade  wdth  refpedl  to 
France,  I  cannot  conceive  ;  in  my  opinion,  the  prefent 
fituation  of  that  empire,  is  of  all  others,  the  very  arg\i. 
merit  we  can  beft  employ  to  convince  ourlelves,  that  this 
is  the  proper  time  for  efFedling  the  objeH  of  the  bill  ;  for 
has  (lie  a  fifip,  or  even  a  cock-boat,  that  ffie  can  fend 
out  on  any  trade,  much  iefs,  upon  a  fpeculation  luch  as 
that  of  the  traffic  from  the  coall  of  Africa  to  the  Well 
Indies  ? 

With  refpeft  to  the  other  point  wffiich  has  been 

mentioned, 
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mentioned,  T  mean  with  regard  to  compenfation,  I  differ 
from^  fome  honourable  gentlemen,  for  I  fhould  imagine, 
that  if  there  be  a  cafe  made  out  after  all  the  warninp'  that 
has  been  given,  if  it  can  be  proved,  that  that  wal^ning 
was  not  fulHcient,  and  that  all  human  endeavors  could 
not  avert  the  confequences  which  may  reful't  from  the 
prefent  rneafure,  then  there  would  be  a  ground  for  fair 
compenfation .  1  hat  quefiion,  however,  is  not  to  interfere 

With  this  bill,  for  we  can  permit  no  private  intereft  to 
clalh  with  the  great  principle  upon  which  we  are  called  to 
decide  in  the  name  of  futfering  humanity,  and  neglcdfed 
juftice. 

With  refpeff  to  the  honourable  Baronet’s  motion,  I 
think  it  vrould  be  folly  to  entertain  an  idea  of  the  propofed 
extenfion,  after  what  has  already  palfed.  laet  it  be  re- 
coileifted,  that  a  dire61r  notice  of  the  prefent  rneafure  was 
given  lad  feffion,  wnen  we  refolved  that  it  was  expedient 
that  the  Siave  Trade  fliould  be  aboliflied,  and  I  cannot, 
under  all  the  circumdances,  agree  with  the  honourable 
Baronet,  that  there  is  any  ground  upon  which  his  motion 
can  be  reded. 

It  remains  for  me  now  only  to  congratulate  the  Houfe, 
and  the  country  in  general,  that  fo  fpeedy  a  termination 
is  about  to  be  put  to  the  traffic,  and  I  will,  if  that  ho¬ 
norable  gentleman  will  pei  i-nit  me,  congratulate  him  alfo 
on  the  happy  conclulion  of  his  benevotent  labours  ;  for 
indeed  it  required  no  fmall  exertion  to  countera(fl:  the 
effects  of  thofe  private  interests,  which  dood  oppofed  to- 
him,  and  I  cannot  help  confidering  it  as  a  proud  thing  for. 
the  kingdom,  that  his  perlcverance  has  produced  fo  un- 
expedled  and  glorious  a  refult.” 

Mr.  Hiley  Addington. — “  I  have  been  anxious, 
fince  the  clofe  of  the  lad  debate  on  this  fubjedf,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  mifunderdanding  with  regard  to  my  fentirnents. 
On  that  occafion  I  took  the  liberty  of  dating,  that  it  was 
on  one  ground  only  I  could  oppofe  this  rneafure,  and  I 
intended  to  propofe  the  amendment,  which  has  now 
been  moved  by  my  honourable  friend  (Sia  Charles 
Pole.) 

I  ffiali  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  committee  in  ex¬ 
plaining 
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plaining  the  confiftency  of  my  proceeding,  becaufe  it  is 
in  this  ilage,  and  in  this  ftage  only,  that  this  amendment 
could  have  been  moved.  Neither  flaali  I  detain  the 
Houfe,  by  entering  into  a  general  view  of  the  lubjedt. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  the  Houle,  of  the  line  of 
argument  purfued  on  a  former  night  by  my  right  honour¬ 
able  friend,  (Mr.  Bathurst)  who  wiOied  to  make  this 
bill  the  inftrument  of  carrying  into  efledt  the  meTiure  of 
abolition,  under  certain  reftriaions.  He  alio  took 
notice  of  other  auxiliary  means  to  which  he  attacxied  equal 
importance,  and  to  which  I  attach  more  importance^ 
to  the  prefent  amendment,  'fhe  meafures  to  wniich 
have  jull  adverted,  I  will  explain,  and  1  think  the  in¬ 
dividual,  who  has  recommended  them  to  Parliament, 
mull  be  acknowledged  to  be  as  fincere  a  friend^  to  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  as  any  gentleman  in  this 


Houfe.  ^  nil 

One  propofal  was,  that  the  bill  of  lad,  year  ihounl 

be  made  a  permanent  meafure  ;  that  is,  that  the  reftric- 

tions  of  two  years  fhould  be  taken  off,  and  that  no  new 

Ihips,  or  new  owners  of  fhips,  fhould  be  admitted  into 

the  trade  ^  and  I  think  it  would  be  impofTiole  for  any  one 

to  contend,  but  that  this  fingle  expedient  would  wear  out 

But  what  elfe  did  he  fugged  ?  It  was  anctner  aiPLin^b 
plan  contributing  to  the  fame  objeef,  and  it  wts  this  . 
to  pafs  an  act,  impofing  annually  increafed  duties  upon 
the  importation  of  Haves. 

“  Thefe  two  meafures,  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
pledged  himfelf  to  bring  forward,  but  if  the  amendment 
fliould  be  carried,  I  am  ready  to  pledge  myfeif  to  do  fo. 

But  they  fay,  Have  you  not  been  trying  to  effe<T 
the  gradual  abolition,  and  yet  the  Slave -irade  is  con¬ 
tinued  But  I  maintain  that  as  yet,  no  meafure,  fiiridfly 
and  excluhvely  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  the  trade, 

has  been  brought  into  the  Houfe. 

The  amendment  now  under  conhderation  v/ould, 
if  it  were  propofed  as  a  fubftantive  meafure,  be  liable  to 
many  objeHions.  It  was  dated,  on  an  occalion  of  the 

fame  kind,  as  early  as  the  year  179^>  during  the 
'  interval 
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interval  between  the  time  when  the  amendment  fhouM  be 
a  optec ,  an  the  period  beyond  which  the  trade  was  not 
o  e  a  owe  to  exift,  the  planters  would  import  flaves 
in  much  larger  numbers,  and  thus  the  evil  would  in  fad, 
during  that  time,  be  increafed.  But  the  Houfe  will  fee, 

:7  plan  of  gradually  limiting  the  tonnage, 

the  objedion  would  be  completely  removed,  and  a  period 
would 'be  certainly  fixed,  beyond  which  the  trade  could 
»ot  continue,  and  during  the  approach  of  which,  the 
importation  of  Haves  mull  gradually  decreafe. 

1  underlland,  that  the  bill  recommended  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Houfe  with  fo  much  ability,  is  meant  to 

planters  the  neceffity  of  carrying  into 
elled  fuch  humane  regulations,  as  will  occafion  the  in- 
crea  e  o,  the  population.  I  think  other  meafures  might 
be  adopted,  whicbiwould  anfwer  the  fame  end.  In  the 
year  1802,  after  the  treaty  of  peace  had  been  concluded, 
a  noble  perfon,  (Lord  Sidmouth)  who  then  held  a  high 
sltuation^  in  His  Majefly’s  councils,  with  this  view, 
gave  diftind  notice  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  fliould,  early  in 
the  ensuing  feffion,  move  for  a  committee  to  examine 
into  the  flate  of  llavery  in  the  Weft-Indies.  This  notice 
he  could  not  adt  up  to  by  the  commencement  of  the  year  ; 
but  theie  is  a  propobtion  which  I  will  fubmit  to  the 
Houie,  and  it  is  this,  that  a  parliamentary  commilTion 
iliould  be  lent  to  the  Weft  Indies  with  the  fame  view. 

I  hole  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  wade  through 
the  mafs  of  evidence  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe,  beginning 
with  that  before  the  Privy  Council  in  1788,  muft  agree 
with  me,  that  the  evidence  is  throughout  con  trad  idfory, 
not  only  as  to  matters  of  opinion,  but  as  to  matters  of 
facft.  Subfequent  to  that  tcftimony,  various  alterations 
muft  have  taken  place  in  the  illands,  and  yet  no  evidence 
has  been  received  as  to  their  prefent  condition.  Hence 
Sir,^  we  are  going  to^  work  in  the  dark  ;  and  I  my,  that  a 
parliamentary  commiftion  ftiould  have  been  fent  out  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  confifting  of  four  or  five  individuals,  of 
grflmt  talent  and  confcquence,  who  ftiould  inveftigate  all 
the  details  of  any  importance  afteding  thofe  colonies,  and 
who  fhould  be  direded  to  make  their  report  to  the  Ploufe, 

with 
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wltK  fucli  regulations  as  It  might  occur  to  their  wlfdom 
to  recommend.  Thjfe  gentlemen  would  perceive,  that 
whatever  was  ufeful  in  one  illand,  would  probably^  be 
beneficial  in  every  other,  as  to  matter  of  general  policy. 
Such  a  report,  when  received,  could  be  referred  to  a 
fele^l  committee,  which  feleft  committee  would  make  a 
further  report,  and  it  is  very  likely,  that  the  legiflature 
would  give  its  authority  to  fuch  regulations,  as  lliould  be 
introduced  under  this  fan£fion  to  its  notice.  Such  a 
proceeding  would  be  ultimately  elFedtual,  and  the  end 
would  be  attained  with  tranquility  *,  whereas  now,  by 
pad  experience  we  know,  that  without  force,  more  pre--  v 
cipitate  regulations  cannot  be  carried  into  elFedl:.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  general  meafure,  the  governors  fhould  be 
directed  to  inform  the  council  of  each  ifland,  that  if  the 
orders,  under  fuch  authority,  fhould  not  be  complied 
v/ith,  all  importations  of  {laves  would  be  prohibited,  ex¬ 
cepting  under  very  peculiar  circumftances. 

“  I  fhould  think,  Sir,  that  fuch  a  plan  of  proceeding 
would  fo  completely  attradl  the  attention  of  the  planters 
to  all  the  means  of  improvement,  as  to  fulfil  every  bene¬ 
ficial  defign  explained  by  the  noble  Lord  (HowicKy  when 
he  fubmitted  this  bill  *o  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

I  flial]  only  add,  that  my  humble  view  of  the  fubjedf, 
the  Houfe  will  give  me  credit  for  dating  on  public  grounds 
only,  unembarrafled  by  perfonal'  confideration,  or  party 
motives.  I  find  myfelf,  on  this  occafion,  unhappily 
differing  in  opinion  from  thofe  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe, 
for  whofe  fentiments  I  have  great  refpedl,  and  to  whom 
I  am  mod  fincerely  attached.  What  I  have  fuggeded, 
appears  to  me  the  only  effedfual  means  of  avoiding  all  the 
evils  which  are  apprehended  from  this  new  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding.  It  would  be  more  advantageous  even  to  Africa  j 
it  would  give  time  for  the  wars  which  afflidl  that  country 
gradually  to  fubfide  j  and  it  would  give  time  for  the 
moral  improvement  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  conti¬ 
nent,  if  indeed  they  are  capable  of  civilization.  It 
would  give  time  for  the  Britifh  capitals,  engaged  in 
this  trade,  to  be  diverted  to  other  purpofes.  You 
would  retain  in  your  own  hands  all  the  power  of 
completing  the  humane  regulations  you  contemplate. 

Z  Above 
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Above  all,  it  would  have  the  efFe61;  of  avoiding  that  con- 
vulfion  fo  unfavourable  to  the  interefts  of  the  colonies, 
both  from  the  change  in  the  minds  of  the  planters,  and 
from  the  fpirit  of  infurre6tion  to  be  feared  among  the 
negroes  ^  and  by  fitch  expedients  we  fhould  not  be  no¬ 
minally,  but  a61:ually,  laying  the  foundation  for  the  ex- 
tin6lion  of  this  trade.’* 

Mr.  Whitbread. — Sir,  having  had  an  opportunity 
of  delivering  my  fentiments  upon- this  queflion  on  a 
former  night  at  large,  it  would  ill  become  me  to  trefpafs 
on^  the  time  of  the  Houfe.  Sir,  I  cannot  help  congratu¬ 
lating  honourable  members  upon  the  fpeeches  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.  There  are  two  clafTes 
of  perfons  who  profefs  their  intention  of  fupporting  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  Baronet  *,  the  one  are  thofe 
who  are  decided  enemies  of  the  abolition  at  all  times  ; 
and  the  other  its  decided  friends,  but  who  raife  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  mode  in  which  we  mean  to  carry  it  into  ef- 
fe6l*,  and  I  cannot  for  my  life  conceive,  how  thofe  gentle¬ 
men  who  are  the  friends  of  the  abolition,  can  make 
themfelves  fuch  dupes  as  to  be  milled  on  this  queftion. 
There  is  one  honourable  member,  who  to-night  cannot 
be  confulered  to  come  with  a  crude  propofitio"n,  becaufe 
the  fame  opinion  was  delivered  by  a  right  honourable  re¬ 
lation  of  his  fome  years  hnce,  and  which  was  fupported 
in  the  Houfe  by  the  gentleman  himfelf.  As  an  anfwer 
to  what  he  has  Hated,  I  will  refer  him  to  the  gallant 
Admiral,  v/ho  will  tell  him,  that  the  meafure  we  are  de- 
fired  to  adopt  would  be  entirely  ineffedual  ;  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  barbarity  of  the  procraHinating  method  recom¬ 
mended,  of  fending  commilFioners  over  to  the  Welt  Indies, 
who  Ihould  travel  over  the  illands  in  order  to  make  en¬ 
quiries  ;  who  lliould  come  back  after  a  feries  of  years, 
and  appear  before  the  committee  to  report  what  they  had 
fecn  ;  and  which  committee,  not  having  witnelTed  thofe 
thing^s  themfelves,  Ihould  decide  if  they  had  or  had  not 
correctly  reported.  After  that,  the  Houfe  mult  come  to 
fome  refolutions  which  mult  neceffarily  be  fent  to  the 
governors  of  the  illands,  and  if  they  did  not  agree  to 
carry  them  into  effect,  it  would  Itiii  be  neceilary  to  pafs 
a  law  to  enforce  them. 
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«  Next  we  are  told  by  the  fame  honourable  gentle¬ 
man,  “  I  would  advife  you  to  make  the  bill,  which  the 
Parliament  paffed  in  the  laftyear,  perpetual,  for  if  you  do, 
the  Slave  Trade  will  by  degrees  wear  out.  ’  If  we  do 
this,  the  honourable  member’s  friends  will  come  to  me 
prefently,  and  tell  me,  “  To  be  fare  the  trade  is  wearing 
out,  but  our  eftates  are  wearing  out  alfo,  and  theiefore 
pray  repeal  the  bill,  for  if  the  iflands  cannot  fupport  their 

^  1  i*  V,  vrrvti  rpneal  the  bill.  What  does  the 

population,  you  mult  repeal  me 

Lnourable  gentleman  fay  next  ?  He  informs  us,  that  we 
ftiould  impofe  high  duties  on  the  trade,  on  the  negroes 
imported  into  the  iflands.  Permit  me,  J^owever,  Sir,  to 
alk,  where  thefe  duties  muft  neceflarily  be  collected  .  In 
the  Weft  Indies  where  every  refiftance  will  be  given,  and 
where  it  will  be  impoflible  to  exadl:  them  ?  But  I  appeal 
even  to  the  gallant  Admiral  himfelf,  fuppofing  thofe  duties 
to  be  laid  on,  if  the  flaves  would  not  be  fmuggled  into  the 
iflands,  and  this  I  think  fhews  completely  how  one  argu¬ 
ment  cuts  the  throat  of  the  other,  for  then  your  refomtion 
would  be  of  no  efFe£l:. 

But  the  propofition  which  was  made  fome  years  ago 
by  the  relation  of  the  fame  honourable  member,  feems  to 
me  the  moft  extraordinary  *,  for  he  propofed,  tnat  the 
Houfe  fliould  fet  about  fele^ing  particular  vidims,  the 
females  of  Africa,  before  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
took  place.  Let  us  enquire  what  is  the  (late  of  Africa  at 
this  time.  An  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  that  no¬ 
thing  is  fo  great  a  punifliment  as  to  fend  a  Have  back  to 
his  own  country.  Sir,  I  believe  it.  What  is  the  ffate 
of  a  man,  who,  torn  from  his  family  and  friends,  is  again 
tranfported  to  the  vaft  deferts  of  Africa  ?  W^hat  connec¬ 
tions,  what  protedion  could  he  hope  to  hnd  there  ? 

“  The  gallant  Admiral  informs  us,  that  he  wifhes  the 
prefent  meafure  to  be  poffponed  until  the  yeai  1812.  1  or 
what  purpofe  ?  It  is  not  even,  to  import  females  into  oui 
iflands  exclufively,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  population, 
againfl  which  pradice  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  now 
no  more,  had  mofl  eloquently  faid,  \Vhat,  would  you 
go  to  the  coafl  of  Africa  to  fcled  the  vidims  of  your  in¬ 
humanity  from  that  fex,  whom  you  are  peculiarly  bound 
to  proted  This,  Sir,  I  think  was  a  complete  anfwer  to 

Z  2  fuch 


fuch  an  expedient.  But  that  the  importations  would  not 

maintenance  of  the  population  I 
have  already  ftid-,  and  when  I  mentioned  this  lubie£f  the 

afferted,  that  at  the  end  of  the  period  they 
would  not  be  m  a  better  fituation  to  maintain  their  po¬ 
pulation  than  they  are  at  prefent.  This  I  think  likevvife 
urniihes  an  anfwer  to  an  argument  urged  by  Mr, 
Bluwer,  for  I  think,  that  until  the  end  of  time,  if  you 
grant  them  the  period  now  required,  they  will  not  be 
able  to  aboiilh  tne  trade;  and  that  learned  counfel  him- 
Ws  confeffed,  that  the  importations  could  only  be  made 
lor  the  fake  of  cultivating  new  lands. 

The  fame  gallant  Admiral  then  tells  you,  that  the  hur¬ 
ricanes  m  the  Weft  Indies  occafion  fuch  devaftation,  that 
It  IS  neceffary  to  refort  to  the  Slave  Trade  to  repair  them, 
hiutdo  we  believe  in  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  and  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  Providence,  and  is  there  any  thing  which 
can  fpeak  more  to  the  heart  of  man  than  one  of  thefe 
hurricaiiei,  which,  for  aught  we  know,  may  be  a  pre¬ 
fent  vihtation  for  our  crimes  ?  What,  however,  does  the 
pliant  Admiral  tell  you  to  do  ?  Inftead  of  man  humbling 
himfelf  before  his  Maker,  he  fays,  ‘  I  will  go  to  Africa 
and  fupply  myleJf  by  robbery  and  murder  there,  for  what 
God  has  taken  away  from  me  in  the  Weft  Indies."' 

‘‘I  will  not  trouble  the  Houfe  farther  on  this  occafion, 
but  I  could  not  fuffer  the  queftion  to  be  put  without  ex- 
preffing  my  feelings,  and  repeating  what  is  my  decided 
opinion  5  and  I  do  warn  the  abolitionifts  from  falling 
into  the  trap  which  is  thus  laid  for  them,  and  recom- 
niend  them  to  adopt  this  bill,  which  is  the  only  method 
effectually  to  produce  what  is  defired. 

Mr.  Rose. — Although  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  have  a  gradual,  than  a  fudden  abolition  of  this  trade, 
yet  I  feel  a  difficulty  in  agreeing  with  the  amendment.  I 
widely  differ  from  an  honourable  member  oppofite  m^ 
(Mr,  W^HiiBREADj  v/ho  lays,  that  thofe  who  are  for  a 
gradual  abolition,  are  in  truth  againft  the  abolition. 

Mr.  Whitbread.—**  1  did  not  fay  fo.’’ 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Rose. — “  At  lead  I  fo  underftood  the  honour- 
'  able  member,  and  I  was  unwilling  to  be  mifunderftood, 
and  that  it  fhould  be  fuppofed,  that  becaule  I  was  not  a 
friend  to  the  fudden  abolition,  I  was  defirous  of  giving 
perpetuity  to  the  trade.  The  firft  moment  I  heard  of  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  i8  or  19  years  ago,  from  my 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  on-  the  bench 
near  me,  I  faid,  that  I  did  think  it  might  be  a  right 
meafure,  wifhing  at  the  fame  time  to  put  an  end  to  it 
in  a  way  not  difadvantageous  to  thofe  who  have  a 
ftrong  claim  upon  the  ,country  for  proteftion.  I  wifh 
the  committee  feriouhy  to  confider  what  will  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  this  Bill.  After  you  have  regulated  the 
trade,  fo  as  to  make  the  conveyance  of  flaves  as  conve¬ 
nient  as  poflible,  you  then  divert  it  into  another  channel, 
where  no  fuch  humane  regulations  will  exift,  and  where 
the  nec>-roes  would  be  involved  in  all  the  horrors  to  which 
they  were  before  expofed,  vidien  Parliament  had  not  in¬ 
terfered  for  their  prefervation. 

<<  I  am  not  one  of  thofe  who  think  that  the  deliberations 

of  the  Legiflature  for  fo  long  a  period  on  this  fubje(T, 
have  been  pernicious.  Inftead  of  thinking  them  a  dif- 
advantage,  I  think  that  the  difcuflion  has  been  attended 
with  great  advantage  to  the  condition  of  the  negroes  in  the 

Weft  Indies.  ,  1  1  •  r 

‘‘  Gentlemen  may  not  be  aware  how  much  this  quef- 

tion  of  the  Slave  Trade  has  at  different  times  attraded 
public  attention.  There  was  an  a£l:  paffed  for  encou¬ 
raging  the  Slave  Trade,  not  brought  in  by  a  private  in¬ 
dividual  in  the  Houfe  for  private  purpofes,  but  introduced 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  when  Mr.  Locke  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Houfe,  and  Lord  Sommers  was  Chancellor. 
Under  thefe  circumftances  the  bill  originated.  The  next 
proceeding  was  in  the  year  I'y'oq)  when  there  was  a  pe¬ 
tition  on  the  fubjeft,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee 
of  trade  to  be  reported  upon.  In  the  year  I73^»  vvas 
again  taken  into  confideration,  and  then  was  paffed  a  re¬ 
markable  refolution  in  its  favour.  The  next  proceeding 
^  I  find  was  in  the  year  1749,  when  again,  after  a  long 
difcuffion  it  was  refolved  nem,  con,  that  the  trade  to 
Africa  ought  to  be  free,  ought  not  to  be  taxed,  &c. 

^  -  Then 
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Ihen  we  come  to  73  Geo.  I.  when  a  man  of  no  lefs  im¬ 
portance  than  Lord  Hardwicke  was  Chancellor.  A  bill 
was  at  that  time  brought  in,  with  the  particulars  of  which 

which  begins  with  reciting, 
»  Whereas  the  Trade  to  Africa  is  neceffary  to  Greal 
Britain,  &c.  In  the  year  1750  the  affairs  of  the  African 
Company  were  again  taken  up;  again  in  1756,  and  fub- 
equent  y  in  1758.  In  the  courfe  of  my  obfervations  on 
the  progrefs  of  thefe  meafures,  I  have  had  occafion  to 
notice  great  and  eminent  perfons  who  unavoidably  from 
their  ftations  mixed  in  them,  and  who  were  as  remark¬ 
able  for  feeling  as  for  integrity. 

The  opinions  of  fo  many  diflinguifhed  characters  I 
do  not  produce  to  influence  the  debate  as  applicable  to 
the  prefent  oojeCt,  but  I  do  it  merely  to  excite  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  to  the  preamble  of  the  bill.  If 
there  were  any  advantage  refulting,  or  likely  to  accrue, 
froni  adhering  to  the  preamble,  I  would  not  refift  it: 
but  it  is  a  libel  againfl:  the  great  men  I  have  named,  who 
for  a  century  have  had  the  trade  under  their  confideration, 
and  who  have  fanCtioned  it  by  every  means  in  their 
power.  ^  Nobody  doubts  there  are  thofe  who  would  put 
notions  into  the  heads  of  the  flaves  unfavourable  to  the 
peace  of  the  colonies.  The  Parliament  has  faid,’’  they 
will  tell  them,  that  the  trade  is  unjufl:  and  inhuman, 
that  the  law  is  unjufl:  by  which  they  were  brought  from 
their  native  homes,  to  be  expofed  to  infult,  and  to  be 
condemned  to  fervitude.”  I  have  no  means  of  judging 
of  the  eflb(T  of  fuch  language  upon  the  minds  of  thefe 
people  more  than  others,  but  I  throw  this  out  now,  that" 
gentlemen  may  have  time  to  refleCl  upon  it,  and  to  de¬ 
termine  if  there  be  an  advantage  in  adhering  to  thefe 
words  of  the  preamble,  fo  confiderable  as  to  outweigh  the 
objection  1  have  now  dated. 

‘‘  There  are  two  or  three  points  for  which  no  provi- 
fion  is  made  in  the  bill,  though  I  admit  it  is  a  diihcult:- 
thing  in  a  meafure  of  this  extent,  to  comprize  in  one  view 
every  object  of  importance.  It  is  a  common  thing  in  the  ' 
iflands  for  gentlemen  to  let  their  eftates  with  this  condi¬ 
tion  on  the  leafes,  that  they  are  to  be  farmed  with  a  fpe- 
ciflc  number  of  negroes.  There  are  others  who  mortgage 

and 
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and  make  It  a  condition  of  the  pofTeffion,  that  the  nuniber 
of  ilaves  upon  their  eftates  (hall  not  be  diminifhed .  Various 
other  difficulties  would  arife  from  any  fudden  determination 
bn  this  fubjea,  and  thefe  operate  on  my  mind  to  make  it 
appear  to  me  more  defirable  to  put  an  end  to  it  progreffively 
by  duties  under  the  circumftances  I  have  ftated,  which 
would  fecure  all  the  advantages,  and  occafion  no  portion  of 
the  detriment  with  which  the  bill  in  its  prefent  fhape  muft 
be  attended.  By  fuch  a  decihon  there  mult,  according  to  the 
courfe  and  nature  of  the  trade,  be  a  number  of  Ilaves 
brought  to  the  coalt  of  Africa  for  which  there  will  be  no 
market,  and  in  that  cafe,  fcenes  of  carnage  and  deftruc- 
tion  may  be  there  exhibited,  which  the  former  hiltory-  of 
the  trade  would  lead  us  to  predi6t. 

’  I  believe  there  was  no  fubjedt  that  was  nearer  the 
heart  of  a  late  illuftrious  llatefman,  (Mr.  Pitt)  than  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  I  own  I  did  not  always 
agree  with  him  in  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  effedfed^ 
although  I  concurred  fo  generally  in  mod  of  his  views  of 
national  policy. 

“  I  thought  it  right  to  fubmit  to  the  notice  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  thefe  general  obfervations,  that  in  accomplilhing 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  the  good  might  be 
attained  with  as  little  evil  as  poffible.” 

Lord  Henry-  Petty. — Sir,  if  I  have  remained 
hitherto  filent,  it  was  hot  from  a  want  of  intereft  in  the 
queftion,  but  becaufe  I  was  anxious  to  give  way  to  thofe, 
whofe  opinions  I  conlidered  fo  much  more  valuable  than 
my  own.  Unwilling  as  I  am  to  enter  at  any  length  into 
the  fubjecd,  yet  with  the  convi61:ion  which  I  entertain,  in 
common  with  my  honourable  friend,  that  the  propofition  - 
made  by  the  honourable  Baronet  ought  not  to  be  acceded 
to,  I  fhould  be  forry  to  remain  filent  when  fuch  a  quef¬ 
tion  was  to  be  decided.  Before,  however,  1  proceed  to 
that  fubjeT,  I  would  fay  a  very  few  words  upon  what  has 
been  ftated  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite, 
(Mr.  Rose.) 

I  will  only  aflc  that  honourable  gentleman  and  the 
Houfe,  if  they  are  to  refer  to  the  authorities  he  has  men¬ 
tioned,  as  arguments  in  this  Houfe,  to  prove  either  the 
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juftice,  the  humanity,  or  the  policy  of  the  Slave  Trade  : 
whether  fuch  authorities  may  not  be  adduced,  and  fuch 
arguments  may  not  be  applied  to  every  other  cafe  ? 
As  all  improvement  is  gradual,  and  experience  is  iikewife 
gradual,  there  will  be  in  all  times  found  great  abufes, 
which  great  abufes  may  perhaps  have  been  fandioned  by 
thofe  who  have  preceded  us  ;  but  I  muft  ftate^  that  it"  is 
a  grofs  libel  upon  thofe  authorities  which  have  been 
ijuoted  to-night,  to  pretend  that  they  ever  gave  their 
fandfion  to  any  proceeding  which  was  at  that  time 
confidered  to  be  unjuft,  unlefs  the  whole  proceeding 
Is  proved  to  have  been  brought  before  them,  and  fubt 
mitted  to  their  infpecSfion.  But  fuppoftng,  even,  that  to 
be  the  cafe,  fuppofing  Mr.  Locke,  or  any  other  great 
man,  who  has  written  on  the  fubjecft,  fuppofing  every 
thing  refpe6fable  in  literature  or  morals,  had  given  appro¬ 
bation  to  what  is  now  the  fubjed  of  difcuffion,  yet  they- 
can  be  no  authorities  upon  which  we  are  to  found  our  de- 
cifion  j  for  errors  can  only  be  dete6fed  as  light  is  gradually 
thrown  upon  them.  It  has  been  in  this  manner,  that  all 
the  abufes  which  exifted  in  the  Catholic  church  have  been 
remedied,  and  it  is  thus,  that  the  reformation  was  efFedled. 
It  was  in  the  fame  way,  that  torture,  which  had  been 
fandioned  and  encouraged  in  former  ages,  has  been  put 
an  end  to,  and  I  am  perfedlly  fure,  that  no  man  prefent 
will  attempt  to  defend  that  moft  barbarous  pradice. 

But,  Sir,  having  faid  thus  much,  I  will  3pply  myfelf 
to  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe.  It  is  admitted,  Sir, 
not  only  by  the  honourable  Baronet  himfelf,  but  alfo  by 
rnany  of  thofe  who  fupport  his  moti(jn,  that  the  Slave 
Trade  is  unjuft.  That,  Sir,  is  the  point  with  wjiich 
they'fet  out,  and  then  they  go  on  next  to  fay,  that  though 
it  be  unjuft,  yet  be  it  enabled  that  injuftice  and  inhumanity 
be  continued- to  be  pra61;iced,  fo  long  as  we  can  prove  that 
it  is  to  the  intereft  of  the  planters  and  merchants  of  the 
Weft  Indies.  They  admit  all  the  horrors  that  are  prac¬ 
ticed  in  the  interior  of  the  Continent  of  Africa,  and  they 
allow,  that  the  negro  is  dragged  from  his  country  and 
home-~(a  cry  of  No,  No,  from  General  Gascoigne) 
The  honourable  gentleman  may,  if  he  pleafe,  make 
himfelf  a  fingie  exception,  but  I  truft  that  will  be  of  no 
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effeft,  for  I  am  aware,  that  he  has  never  been  a  friend 
even  of  the  gradual  abolition  ;  that  he  has  even  been  the 
fupporter  of  the  abftra£lt  propofition  that  the  Slave  Trade 
is  in  itfelf  a  good  thing.” 

General  Gascoigne.— Sir,  I  fpeak  to  order.” 

Mr.  Bathurst. — I  apprehend,  Sir,^  that  what  has 
been  faid  by  the  noble  Lord,  is  perfe£tly  in  order. 

Lord  Henry  Petty.—''  I  really,  Sir,  have  only  to 
Ciy,  that  I  had  no  intention  to  allude  to  the  honourable 
General  in  the  firft  inftance,  but  he  himfelf  provoked  me 
to  do  it ;  but  I  now  return  to  the  argument.  My  friends 
admitting,  as  they  do,  the  mifchiefs  attending  the  dragging 
thefe  perfons  from  their  families  *,  and  granting,  as  they  . 
alfo  do,  and  as  all  men  of  humanity  muft,  the  crimes  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  courfc  of  this  traffic  ;  allowing,  as  they  do, 
all  thefe  things,  they  ftill  fay,  that  a  poffible  cafe  is  made 
out,  for  the  fake  of  which  all  thefe  evils  are  to  be  conti¬ 
nued,  although  indeed  for  a  limited  period  *,  and  if  that 
be  the  faft,  all  I  alk  is,  that  if  fuch  a  continuance  is  to 
be  placed  in  the  fcale  and  balanced  againft  the  guilt 
which  may  be  incurred  on  our  part,  the  queftion  is  at 
lead  deferving  of  an  accurate  ferutiny  before  we  give 
way  to  their  importunities. 

"  What  then  is  dated  by  thofe  gentlemen  who  fupport 
the  motion  as  to  the  neceffity  of  the  continuance  of  the 
trade  ?  They  have  made  out  two  points :  the  fird,  re- 
fpe£fing  the  intereds  of  the  Wed  India  planters  ;  the  fe- 
cond,  the  neceffity  of  keeping  up  the  population  of  the 
idands,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  negroes  themfelves.  To 
both  of  thefe  heads  it  will  be  neceffary  for  me  to  apply 
myfelf.  I  will  fird  proceed  to  the  quedion  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  Wed  Indies.  I  believe,  that  there  is  no 
great  objedfion  made  to  the  datements  on  the  table  of  the 
males  and  females  in  the  ifiands ;  but  certain  it  is,  that 
mod  exaggerated  aflertions  have  been  made  upon  the 
fubjeft  to  the  Houfe.  Colledbing,  however,  all  the  ac¬ 
counts  from  the  different  iflands,  it  is  clear  that  the  dif- 
proportion  is  fmall  in  all  of  them  but  in  many  indances 
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the  proportlcm  of  males  and  females  is  equal ;  and  In 
lome  indeed,  there  are  more  of  the  latter  than  the  former. 
This  is  fliewn  from  the  papers  upon  the  table.  It  will 
there  be  found  for  example,  that  Dominica  makes  a 
return  of  more  females  than  males;  and  the  fame  is  the 
cafe  witii  the  Bahama  iflaiids.  There  are  other  illands  in 
which  the  ftatements  are_  lefs  favourable.  However,  it  is 
a  well  known  faT,  that  from  the  moment  population 
takes  its  ordinary  courfe,  when  it  is  unreftrided  by  hard- 
diips  or  want  of  fubfiftence,  the  evil  which  is  now  com¬ 
plained  of  will  gradually  diminiih  ;  nor  can  it  be  doubted 
for  an  iriftant,  that  in  the  common  courfe  of  nature  the 
difproportlon  complained  of  v/ill  corred  itfelf  in  a  very 
iliort  time.  Tiere  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  on 
that  point,  becaufe  in  every  fituation  in  •which  human 
beings  are  placed,  to  their  increafe  there  are  no  checks 
but  tiiefe  ;  cruel  treatment,  want  of  fubfiftence,  or  ex¬ 
treme  licentloufnefs  of  manners.  Where  thefe  checks  do 
not  exift,  population  may  not  only  be  kept  up,  but  it  may 
alio  be  increafed  to  an  indefinite  extent.  The  abolition 
will  not  impede  this  profped  while  otlier  means  of  culti¬ 
vating  the  plantatiqns  more  certain  and  more  fafe  than 
that  of  importing  negroes  will  gradually  prefent  them- 
ielves.  There  can  be  no  reafoii  why  the  population  in  the 
Weft  Indies  ihou Id  not  increafe  in  the  fame  way  as  in 
other  countries,  'and  we  know  that  North  America 
in  the  courfe  of  twenty-five  years,  has  doubled  the  num¬ 
ber  of  its  inhabitants.  The  amount  of  the  births  there, 
according  to  the  beft  evidence,  was  eight  to  each  mar¬ 
riage,  and  upon  an  average  we  may  reckon  that  four  of 
tlie  children  lived  to  be  married,  and  have  families  of  their 
own.  Let  us  look  back  to  hiftory,  and  we  fiiall  find  in 
what  v/ay  thefe  ftates  were  firlt  peopled.  We  learn,  that 
there  were  fets  of  adventurers  wdio  went  .over  to  that 
country  with  a  much  frnaller  proportion  of  females  than 
now  is  found  in  the  Weft  India  ifiands  *,  and  yet  there  is 
not  in  the  records  of  the  world  a  ftatement  of  fo  rapid  an 
incrqafe  in  the  population  as  has  taken  place  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  American  Continent.  What  have  we  to  look 
to  as  the  caufe  of  the  decreafe  of  population  in  the  Weft 
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Indies?  To  nothing  but  the  (late  of  wickednefs,  oppreffion^ 
and  degradation  in  which  men  are  there  placed. 

My  honourable  friend  made  it  an  argumentj  that  he 
knew  of  feveral  inftances  where  the  experiment  had  been 
tried  of  encouraging  marriages  among  the  negroes,  and 
that  they  had  failed.  In  anfwer  to  this,  T  would  fay,  that  1 
do  not  think  it  is  poITible  to  draw  any  fatisfadory  conclii- 
fjons  from  an  iiifulated  exprlment.  It  is  only  by  a  fimuita- 
neons  effort  on  the  part  of  the  planters,  that  any  great 
benefit  can  be  produced.  But  I  beg  to  be  underftood,  as 
hot  meaning  to  throw  blame  on  that  body  of  men  who 
are  conneifted  with  the  W^eft  Indies,  or  to  fay  or  to  inff-* 
niiate  that  they  add  more  unwortliily  than  otheis  would 
do  in  the  fame  fituation.  All  wm  affert  is,  that  the  cha- 
radlers  of  men  muff  depend  greatly  on  the  circumftarices 
under  whicli  they  are  placed,  and  that  had  we  been  un¬ 
happily  placed  in  the  fftuation  ot  Av  etl  tiicuans,  w  e 
fhould  have  probably  felt  and  afted  as  they  have  done. 

“  What,  Sir,  however,  did  my  honourable  friend, 
(Mr.  Barham)  tell  you  on  a  former  occadoii  ?  Hejaul, 
that  for  die  lirff  time  going  into  a  flave  market,  and  leeing 
the  rmieries  of  mothers  torn  from  the-r  cliiidren,  and  iiicnciS 
from  their  friends,  he  turned  from  it  wltn  honor,  and 
made  a  refolution  never  to  adlow  a  flave  to  be  purenafed 
for  his  eftates  afterwards.  If  that  be  tlie  facb,  and  ir  he 
perfiiled  in  his  refolution,  that  muff  be  coiuidercd  to  be 
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of  immediate  abolition  on  his  own  plantations  j  and 


knowing  the  fame  circumilances,  being  aware  of  the  fame 
fads,  having  his  teffimony  to  their  truth,  are  we  to  be  de¬ 
terred  from  carrying  into  eiTedI  this  general  meaiure  ?  Sir, 

I  hope  the  Houfe  will  not  be  deterred,  and  will  feel  the 
ininoitance  of  an  imriiediatc  abolition. 

■  But  it  is  ftated,  that  not  only  is  the  continuance  of  the 
trade  neceflary  to  enable  the  planters  to  keep  iin  toe  popu¬ 
lation  of  their  eftates,  but  neceffary  for  the  happiiiefs  of 
the  negroes  themielves,  for  the  lake  of  enabling  them, 
among  other  things,  to  receive  intelligence  from  their 
friends  in  A^frica  !  That,  Sir,  is  an  argument  which 
need  only  ft  ate,  that  it  may  be  refuted.  But  an  honour¬ 
able  friend  of  mine  on  the  lame  bench,  has  laid,  Will 
not  the  planters  have  an  intereft  in  inGreafing  the  work  of 

2  A  2  the 


-  .  '7*: 


s  e  oV*-'! 


y--  •  .•'r  •  ' c/ ' 


(  188  ) 

the  negroes  when  they  can  get  no  more  fuppHes  ?”  Can 
the  planter  draw  any  fuch  conclufion  ?  Will  he  fay  «  Be- 
caufe  l  am  to  have  no  more  negroes,  therefore  I  will  con¬ 
tinue  the  cruelty  I  exercife  upon  them,  and  diminilh  the 
number  ftill  more  No,  Sir,  on  the  contrary,  would  he 
tiM  exclaim,  “  Seeing  that  the  number  of  my  negroes  is 
lelfened  by  cruelty  and  hard  labour,  I  muft  alter  my  fyf- 

tem  in  order  to  increafe  the  number  that  are  ftill  in 
cxtftence.” 

“  But  I  have  heard,  that  from  the  want  of  females  (they 
being  fewer  than  the  males)  this  meafure  would  produce 
mifehievous  efFe61:s5  and  that  the  Weft  India  iilands  would 
be  one  feene  of  immorality  ;  but  in  that  relped  I  believe 
the  efFe6i:  would  be  direftly  oppofite  to  what  is  expected, 
becaufe  the  femalcj  which  is  noM^  confidered  merely  as  an 
inftrument  of  labour,  and  the  objea  of  luft,  will  then  be 
refpeaed  ;  for  from  the  moment  the  abolition  pafles,  it  be¬ 
comes  the  intereft  of  the  planter  to  encourage  marriages, 
^the  moft  efle<ftual  check  to  licentioufncls)  and  to  remedy 
thofe  circumftances  which  corrupt  the  minds  and  deftroy 
the  health  of  the  flaves. 

<t  With  this  view,  therefore,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
immediate  abolition  is  the  only  means  by  which  general 
good  treatment  can  be  produced.  W^e  know,  by  experi¬ 
ence,  if  we  frame  laws  to  be  executed  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
how  imperfea  will  be  their  fulfilment.  We  know  alfq 
how  little  willing  the  planters  are  to  take  warning  on  this 
fubjea  ;  and  that  it  is  only  by  immediate  abolition  that  wc 
can  induce  them  to  change  their  treatment  of  their 
dependents. 

^  This  meafure  is  alfo  neceflary  before  we  can  even  be¬ 
gin  to  pay  the  great  debt  which  we  owe  to  Africa  ;  and 
in  which  we  ought  to  admit  of  no  delay.  But  until  we 
put  an  end  to  the  importation  of  flaves  into  our  Weft  India 
iflands,  there  can  exift  no  hope  of  African  civilization. 
By  this  change  of  fyftem,  however,  we  may  look  for  the 
entrance  of  civilization  even  into  the  recefles  of  Africa.  By 
the  abolition,  the  miferies  fufFered  in  the  Weft  Indies  will  - 
be  alleviated,  and  thofe  cruelties  which  are  pradiced  in 
the  middle  paftage,  which  no  regulation  can  reach,  will 
be  concluded.  I  do  therefore  hope,  that  this  Houfe  will 
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nof  unneceflarily  delay  for  a  fingie  moment  the  pafling  c 
this  bill. 

“  Of  my  honourable  friend  oppofite  (Mr.  Wilber- 
force)  I  will  fay  nothing.  His  praifes  have  been  fpokeii 
by  a  tongue  more  eloquent  than  mine.  I  can  only  leave 
him  to  the  gratification  he  muft  receive  from  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  fuch  a  work  as  this  *,  and  if  he  (hould  alfo  fucceed 
in  bellowing  civilization  on  the  great  Continent  of  Africa^ 
hiftory  will  have  to  record  one  of  the  greatell  benefits  that 
was  ever  conferred  by  any  individual. 

General  Gascoigne. — It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  fol¬ 
low  all  the  arguments  which  have  been  adduced  this  night, 
but  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  they  have  been  often  re¬ 
futed,  although  they  are  now  repeated. 

In  carrying  this  meafure  into  execution,  it  has  been 
faid,  that  we  do  nothing  mere  than  fulfil  what  was  deter¬ 
mined  on  by  a  former  parliament.  But  if  we  are  bound 
by  that  parliament,  with  equal  propriety  we  are  bound  by 
all  former  parliaments.  This  Houfe,  on  former  occa- 
fions,  refolved  both  ways,  in  terms  equally  llrong.  In 
1*796  there  were  refolutions  as  determinate  for  the  abo¬ 
lition,  as  any  which  have  fince  palTed. 

«  Where  is  the  ufe,''  it  is  alked,  of  fending  out 
commillioners  to  the  Well  Indies  Sir,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  fuppofed  to  be  fo  much 
dillinguilhed  for  his  knowledge,  and  certainly  pre-eminent: 
for  his  zeal  on  this  fubje6l,  would  undertake  fuch  an  ex¬ 
pedition  to  accomplilh  the  great  object  he  willies  to 
attain,  we  fhould.  Sir,  have  all  the  information  you  can 
wilh,  and  we  might  proceed  in  future  alterations  with 
advantage  and  elFe6l. 

‘‘  The  prefent  meafure,  in  my  opinion,  is  wholly  iin-^ 
neceflary.  The  of  lall  year,  to  prevent  new  ^  (hip* 
from  entering  into  the  trade,  would  have  abolilhed  it  in  a 
few  years,  and  this  may  fhew  that  I  do  not  oppofe  all  the 
modes  of  abolition. 

If  in  the  meafure  of  the  rellri£lion  on  (hipping,  it 
were  to  have  been  a  condition,  not  to  have  tranterred  the 
ownerlhip  from  one  to  another,  and  that  there  Ihould  be 
no  hereditary  right  of  carrying  on  the  trade,  it  would 
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am  oi  opinion,  that  the  Slave  Trade  fhould  be  abolifhed 


but  becaufe  I  am  fo,  am  I  necefTarily  to  think  that  this  is 
the  precife  mode  and  time  in  v/hich  it  ought  to  be  done  ? 
However  expedient  it  may  be  tp  aboJifh  the  trade,  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  effeded  is  a  fubjed  of  grave 
■confideration,  and  it  is  not  merely  the  refolutions  which 
have  been  paffed  that  it  fhould  be  abolifhed,  that  can  juf- 
tify  any  means  that  have  been  propofed  to  efFed  that  ob- 

^  feparate  and  diftind  confideration, 
•and  haa  a  gradual  abolition  been  reforted  to,  which  was 
long  fince  propofed,  it  would  have  terminated  in  1706 
inflead  of  being  under  a  difcuflion  in  the  year  1807. 

“  The  noble  Lord  (Henry  Petty)  on  the  oppofite 
fide  Oi  toe  Houfe,  doubts  if  the  circumftances  attending 
this  traffic  vrere  prefented  to  the  pure  and  upright  mind 
of  Mr.  Locke,  and  if  they  had  been,  the  nobte  Lord 
fays  that  hir.  Locke  would  not  hav^e  entertained  the 
opinions  he  did.  The  noble  Lord  means  to  fay  that  Mr. 
Locke  knew  nothing  of  the  fads,  and  if  that  refpedable 
perfon  was  miftaken,  perhaps  the  noble  Lord  will  admit 
that  it  may  be  poffibie  he  is  miftaken  alfo  ;  and  to  confirm 
him  in  fuch  a  fuppofition,  I  will  obferve  to  him,  that  the 
evidence  before  the  noble  Lord  is  incomplete,  and  is  not 

that  which  fhould  guide  his  judgment  in  the  prefent 
queflion.  *  ^ 

With  refpea  to  the  middle  pa%e,  I  have  heard  a 
great  deal  faid  about  robbery,  murder,  and  the  like,  yet 
this  is  an  old  liory,  and  we  have  hearcl  it  roundly  afferted 
lately  by  more  than  one  honourable  member,  that  the 
fame  cruelties  are  not  now  pradiced  which  exifted  here¬ 
tofore.  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  neither  the  one  noble 
I.ord  (Howick)  nor  the  other  noble  Lord  (Phtty)  on 
the  bench  with  him,  have  produced  a  fingle  inftan4  to 
fhev/,  that  fuch  cruelties  were  committed.  In  my  own 
©pinion,  Sir,  they  would  have  been  ready  to  offer  them 
if  they  could,  but  thougli  tlicy  applied  the  terms  robbery 
and  murder  very  freely,  yet  they  gave  us  no  proof. 


With 
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Witli  rcfpe£l  to  the  argument  of  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman,  (the  Solicitor  General)  if  it  had  any 
application  at  all,  it  went  to  the  extent  of  the  total  enian- 
cipation  of  the  Haves.  Of  the  improper  treatment  of  thefe 
perfons  when  they  are  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  faid  a  great 
deal,  and  notwithftandnig  he  told  you  of  a  great  variety  of 
horrors  which  might  freeze  the  foul,  he  did  not  adduce  one 
inftance  of  cruelty  which  came  to  his  knowledge  in  the 

middle  paffage.  i  •  -l -n  ^ 

There  is  another  thing  with  refpeft  to  tnis  bill  that 

deferves  particular  regard.  Although  it  may  prevent  the 
enormities  perpetrated  in  Africa,  it  does  not  advance  oue 
ftep  to  prevent  limilar  pradlices  in  the  W^eft  Indies.  Thofe 
who  are  born  under  the  Britifh  government,  and  under  the 
protedlion  of  the  Britifli  legiflature,  may  be  fepaiaced 
from  their  families,  and  transferred  from  one  illand  to 
another,  without  remorfe  or  confideration.  Are  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  humanity  then  to  be  confined  to  the  Continent  ox 
Africa  ?  Did  the  noble  Lord  mean  to  fay,  that  what  was 
unjuft  in  Africa  was  juft  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  that  dif¬ 
ferent  maxims  of  equity  were  to  be  obferved  in  the  one 
fitualion  and  in  the  other  ?  How  can  he  vindicate  his  con¬ 
ducing  to  the  liberty  of  the  one,  and  to  the  fervitude  Oi  tne 
other  ?  Is  any  time  to  be  limited  for  the  continuance  of 
this  fla.very,  or  is  it  the  intention  to  mai^e  the  flaves 
work  with  thofe  who  are  to  have  their  fervice  terminated 
in  feven  years,  or  any  given  period?  Upon  what  priiicin. 
pie  could  you  tell  one  of  thefe  men,  You,  wdiofe  an- 
ceftors  have  become  (laves  to  Britain,  you  are  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  flavery  for  ever,  but  wdth  refpeef  to  this  man, 
now^  brought  here,  there  is  a  diftinclion  to  be  made  he 
is  in  feven  years  to  be  free,  and  in  tlie  interval,  he  is 
only  bound  upon  certain  conditions  5  and  he  is  not  to 
fubrnit  to  all  the  ordinary  difticulties  of  labour  which  you. 
muft  endure. 1  he  noble  Lord  has  made  a  mateiial 
diftindlion  between  a  child  born  under  the  guardianftiip 
of  the  Britifti  IcgiHature,  and  one  v/ho  receives  its  nativity 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  one  is  liable  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  different  ifiands,  is  liable,,  at  the  will  of  his  pro¬ 
prietor  to  be  put  up  AO  public  fate  5  but  no  African  is, 
hereafter  to  be  expofed  to  any  of  thefe  fituatiuas. 

As 
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middle  pafTage,  let  the  noble  Lord  move 
for  the  returns,  and  he  will  be  fatisfied  of  his  miftake. 
Is  the  noble  Lord  aware,  that  in  order  to  encourage  a  vigi¬ 
lant  attention  to  the  health  of  the  negroes,  a  bounty  is 
given  to  every  furgeon  where  three  only  out  of  a  hundred 


•  fubjeifb  alone  that  they  have 

vvithheld  the  evidence.  _  Is  it  not  within  the  knowledge  of 
the  Houfe,  that  there  is  no  good  reafon  affigned  for  not 
receiving  the  fatisfadlory  evidence  of  the  two  laft  go¬ 
vernors  of  Jamaica  I  he  reafon  they  give  is,  that  they 
know  from  previous  information,  that  fuch  evidence  was 
not  exatlly  what  they  wanted  to  produce  to  the  Houfe  • 
and  the  truth  is,  that  they  would  willingly  have  it  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  Houfe.  The  noble  Lord  (HowickJ  very 
well  knows,  that  it  was  propofed  at  a  time  when  it  would 
not  have  intruded  upon  the  valuable  time  of  the  Houfe 
and  he  knows  as  well,  that  had  the  evidence  been  pro¬ 
duced,  he  would  have  been  unfortunately  deprived  of 
many  of  his  mofl  pow^erful  arguments.  There  were 
arguments  adduced  by  him,  which  to  men  of  informa¬ 
tion,  were  utterly  nugatory,  and  which  the  noble  Lord 
would  have  certainly  e-xcluded,  if  he  had  been  pofTelTed 
of  all  the  information  nece/Tary  on  fuch  an  occafion. 

Lhere  was  another  argument  uled  by  a  noble  Lord 
with  regard  to  the  difproportion  of  the  fexes,  and  connected 
with  tlie  moral  happinefs  of  man  ;  and  he  faid,  as  I  have 
before  intimated,  that  the  difproportion  is  not  fo  great  as 
has  been  reprefented,  and  he  thought  the  beft  way  to  pre¬ 
vent  bad  confequences  would  be,  to  inculcate  moral  ideas, 
and  to  promote  marriage.  I  here  appears  to  me  a  confider- 
able  dilHculty  in  this  cafe,  of  which  the  noble  Lord  is  not 
apprized.  There  is  a  fort  of  polygamy  allowed  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  in  confequence  of  which,  females  are  not  fo 
eafily  obtained  as  may  be  fuppofed,  and  whatever  may  be 
the  comparative  price  iii  the  Weft  Indies  between  the 

males  and  females,  they  fell  for  the  fame  price  upon  the 
coaft.  ^ 


On  tins  fubje6t,  you  muft  confider  a  variety  of  other 
matters.  Men  do  not  go  over  to  the  Weft  Indies  either  for 
mere  faiaries,  or  on  fpcculations  of  remote  profit  j  they 

therefore, 
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therefore,  do  not  want  female  flaves  with  the  view  to 
emolument  from  the  labours  of  a  new  generation,  but  they 
want  males,  able  bodied,  in  order  to  do  their  work,  and  to 
clear  the  road  to  immediate  wealth.  Notwithftanding 
the  plaufible  argument  employed  in  favour  of  this  amend¬ 
ment,  under  the  expectation  of  reftoring  the  equipoife  of 
the  fexes,  I  am  very  much  afraid  that  females  cannot  be 
procured,  and  therefore  I  think  that  the  honouiable 
Baronet  (Sir  Charles  Pole)  w'ould  not  fucceed  in  this 
object  of  his  meafure. 

Whilft  there  is  this  difproportlon  in  the  fexes,  the 
means  cannot  be  acquired  by  which  the  cultivation  of  the 
colonies  muft  be  fupported  ;  and  we  (hall  find  much  dif- 
inclination  in  the  planters,  to  reftore  that  proportion  of 
the  fexes,  on  which  the  maintenance  of  the  black  popula¬ 
tion  muft  ultimately  depend.  Numbers  of  them  will  not 
look  beyond  a  period  of  fix  or  feven  years,  and  few  indeed 
will  be  attentive  to  the  advantages  that  fhall  accrue  to 
their  pofterity. 

“  Under  all  thefe  circumftances  then,  what  have  you 
to  expeCl  from  your  immediate  abolition  ?  If  any  thing  i 
have  ftated  be  accurate,  there  will  be  a  reduClion  of  the 
population,  and  a  diminution  of  the  culture. 

On  the  whole,  Sir,  although  certainly,  I  do  not 
mean  to  objeCt  to  the  honourable  Baronet’s  motion,  yet  I 
do  think,  that  without  fome  modification,  that  motion 
will  not  be  effectual  *,  and  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
unlefs  there  be  fome  mode  of  getting  the  approbation  of 
the  colonies,  there  is  no  bill  this  Houfe  can  enaCt,  that 
will  carry  this  favourite  meafure  into  execution.  All  the 
effeCl  of  the  bill  will  be,  giving  up  a  trade  which  has 
hitherto  been  beneficial  and  lucrative,  and  likewife,  a 
material  advantage  to  the  refources  of  the  country  *,  and 
although  we  may  moft  of  us  agree,  that  in  point  of  juftic® 
and  humanity  the  trade  ffiould  be  aboliffied,  it  is  a  matter 
of  grave  confideration  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it  ffiould  be 
eft'eCted  *,  and  you  ffiould  take  care,  that  while  you  faith¬ 
fully  difeharge  your  duty  to  the  Africans,  you  do  no  injuf- 
tice  to  thofe  who  have  aCIed  under  your  own  authority  3, 
and  above  all,  that  you  do  not  add  infult  to  injury.  Do 
not  fay  to  them,  at  the  fame  time  when  you  enaft  vrhat 
*  ‘  a  B  vou 
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you  dGcm  efientlal  to  the  prefervation  of-  the  colonies^ 

We  confider  you  as  perpetrators  of  aas  of  mjuftice  and 
inhumanity,  ■  although  we  have  ourfelves  countenanced 
and  encouraged  thefe  praaices.”  When  we  come  to 
confider  feparately  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  I  {hall  take 
the  liberty  of  again  trefpafling  upon  your  time,  but  upon 
this  particular  claufe,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  in¬ 
truded  upon  you  at  any  length.” 

r>Ir,  Canning. Sir,  I  iliall  confine  myfelf  in  what 
I  have  to  offer,  ftriaiy  to  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe, 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  for  prolonging  the 
time  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  .Trade  j  and  in  thus 
reftriaing  myfelf,  I  am  far  from  infinuating  any  blame 
to  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  taken  a  wider  range.  I 
am  tempted  thus  to  confine  myfelf,  beeaufe  during  the 
time  I  have  had  the  honour  to  occupy  a  feat  in  this 
Houfe,  I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  expreffing  my 
opinion  on  the’  general  queftion,  fo  that  I  can  have  little 
or  nothing  to  add  upon  this  occafion;  I  was  there¬ 
fore  very  willing  and  very  glad  to  leave  the  queftion  in 
tlie  hands  of  other  perfons.  But,  Sir,  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  Baronet  is  not  direded  to  that  point  alone, 
for  about  the  queftion  of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
there  no  longer  remains  a  difference  of  opinion ;  and  we  • 
are  met  here  not  to  difeufs  that  queftion,  but  the  means, 
and  the  moft  proper  means,  for  effeding  it.  This  is  the 
queftion  to  which  the  honourable  Baronet  brings  us  by 
his  propofition.  The  gallant  Admiral  ftated,  that  a 
longer  time  appeared  to  him  neceflary  for  three  diftind 
reafons;  applying  feverally  to  the  Continent  of  Africa, 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  to  the  intereft  of  this  country  in 
the  Slave  Trade. 

V/ith  refped  to  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  I  think  that 
the  honourable  Baronet  has  made  life  of  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  reafoning;  for  he  faid,  that  he  did  not  wifh  the 
Slave-Trade  to  ceafe  entirely,  beeaufe  the  continuation  of 
it  was  neceffary,  that  an  equality  of  the  fexes  might  be 
created  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Tlie  anfwer  to  this  has 
been  given  —  exceftive  importations  of  females  are  not 
to  be  procured.  But  as  applied  to  Africa  there  is  this 

further 
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further  abfurdity  in  it ;  thofe  who  talk  to  us  of  the  juftt- 

fiablenefs  of  the  traffic,  * 

ground,  that  the  flaves  are  obtained  by  juftifiable  ^^ean- 

W  (hall  we  think  of  the  reafon  ^ 
confines  Africa  to  procure  viaims  only  of  fenaa 
fex;  which  fays,  that  the  five  years  crimes  which  aie  to 
be  punished  Jlth  llavery  ffiall  be  committed  only  by  the 
welicer  fex,  while  the  ftronger  lhall  be  free  from  cume», 

or  at  leafi;  from  punilhment  ?  '  there 

■  «  He  comes  next,  Sir,  to  the  Weft  Indies,  ^nd  *he 

too  he  claims,  on  the  part  of  the  planters  m 

that  a  longer  time  ffiould  be  given  to  ^^m,  that  tl^y 

may  prepare  themfelves  againft  the  abolition. 

honoumble  Gentleman  concluded  his  [peech 

ine  with  this  fentiment,  that  he  would  rather  the  bill 

before  the  Moufe  fhould  be  loft  altogether,  than  that  a 

limitation  in  point  of  time  fhould  be  made.  ,  I  am  pre- 

cifely  of  the  fame  opinion.  If  there  were  to  be  a  limit 

appUed,  I  have  not,  or -ever  lhall  have,  the  leaft  hefi- 

trnmn  in  declaring,  that  I  would  rather  that  the  meafure 

fhould  at  pre’fent  fail  altogether. 

“  There  are  two  grounds  on  which  the  honourable 

Baronet  claims  the  delay.  Firft,  he  claims  it  as  a  warn¬ 
ing  to  the  Weft  India  planters.  A  warning  of  an  enact¬ 
ment  which  any  man.  looking  to  the  proceedinp  of  this 
Houfe  for-  the  lad  twenty  years,  might  have  been  pre- 

xhe*re  is.  Sir,  another  ground  on  which  the  gallant 
Admiral  demands  time  of  the  Houfe ;  he  thinks  that  in 
the  fpace  of  five  years,  a  confiderable  improvement  may 
take  place,  by  means  of  regulations  in  the  iflands,  for  ame¬ 
liorating  the  condition  of  the  flaves.  I  wifh  nothing  more 
than  to  avoid,  on  the  whole  of  tins  fubjea,  making  ufe 
of  invidious  arguments  ;  and  now  that  I  think  the  vidlory 
on  the  part  of  the  fupporters  of  this  bill  is  no  longer 
doubtful,  I  would  leaft  of  all  utter  a  word  which  might 
-n  any  point  of  view  be  confidered  infulting ;  but  I  cannot 
^fhut  my  eyes  againft  what  is  the  known  faft  .  The  tm- 
provement  which  the  gallant  Admiral  anticipates  while 
the  trade  continues,  is  hopelefs.  But  abolifh  it,  and  I  muit 

contend,  that  intereft  will  then  induce  the  planters  to  alter 

,  B  2  thevr 
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iWon  y®"  poftpone  the  abo- 

Uion  for  five  years,  you  will  find  at  the  end  of  five  years, 

that  p.ecfely  the  fame  reafons  will  exift  for  a  further 
an^nn"’-r‘‘  therefore  is  to  make 

Other  point  which  the  gallant  Admiral 
has  thought  fit  to  ftate.  He  faid,  that  if  you  abandon  the 
trade,  it  will  immediately  fall  into  the  hands  of  our 
Memies ;  whereas,  if  you  give  due  warning  of  the  abo- 
htion,  the  traffic  will  efcape  that  fate.  Upon  this  point 
I  rather  think  that  the  honourable  Baronet  left  his  cafe 

argument  to  adduce  in 
iupport  of  It,  which  he  omitted  to  ftate.  Now,  as  to  our 

enemies,  at  leaft  I  think  we  could  apply  our  maritime 
force  to  prevent  their  fucceeding  to  the  trade  we  have 

gravely  to  give  notice  that  at, 
the  end  of  five  years  we  fhall  relinquiffi  the  trade,  wc 

may  be  then  found  not  at  war,  but  at  peace  with  all  the 
toTake  i^^  nations  may  be  in  a  ftate  immediately 

“  On  every  ground,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
reipedting  the  propriety  of  an  immediate  abolition.  The 
on  y  choice  is,  either  to  adopt,  the  meafure  as  it  now 
It^ds  before  the  Houfe,  or  to  make  up  our  minds  to  re¬ 
ject  It  altogether.  Into  the  general  argument  I  will  not 
enter,  becaufe  I  am  convinced,  that  to  it  there  is  nothing 
new  to  be  added.  A  queftion  of  the  greateft  importance 
has  now  been  fet  at  reft.  The  vidory  is  won ;  and  in 
that  ftate  it  becomes  the  Houfe,  and  the  Government  of 
this  country,  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  recon¬ 
cile  thofe  who  were  antagonills  to  the  meafure.  It  is 
their  bufinefs  to  foften  rather  than  to  irritate  them ;  and 
when  this  aft  fhall  have  pafled,  I  am  fure  I  need  not  fay  ' 
that  It  will  be  our  duty  to  avoid  what  may  be  harfh  and 
TSnreafonable  ^  yet  at  the  fame  time  it  will  be  our  duty 
to  fee  that  the  aft  is  carried  into  effeft.  And  it  will 
be  a  confolation  to  me,  that  the  planters  will  find,  that 
their  intereft,  when  it  is  largely  confidered,  is  on  the 
fame  fide,  as  humanity  to  mankind  and  the  world.’’ 


Mr.  Stanhope. 
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,  Mr.  Stanhope.— If  we  do  not  pafs  the  prefent  bill, 
we  never  fhall  pafs  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  This  meafure  is  propofed  after  Teventeen  years 
.confideration,  and  the  Houfe  haying  fufFered  many  in¬ 
terruptions,  has  at  laft  come  to  a  found  conclufion,  and 
left  the  paroxifm  ftiould  return,  I  am  for  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  lucid  interval.  I  have^ fupported  this  queftion 
ever  fince  it  was  introduced,  but  it  has  always  been  until 
this  moment  with  fome  fecret  feeling,  that  it  was  niuch 
eafier  to  pafs  the  bill  than  to  enforce  it.  But  I  now  thin 
that  there  is  a  moft  fortunate  coincidence  in  the  time  and 
circumftances:  The  Trench  cannot  carry  on  the  trade 
during  the  war;  there  is  a  concurrence  in  the  meafure 
on  the  part  of  America,  and  there  is  hardly  a  nation  in 
Europe  which  can  carry  it  on.  On  that  account  I  am 
peculiarly  folicitous  to  give  eftedl  to  the  meafure  at  this 
particular  time.’' 

Mr.  Bathurst.— ‘‘  I  fhall  not  trefpafs  at  any  length 
on  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  but  confidering  the  part  I  took 
the  other  night  in  the  debate,  I  owe  it  in  juftice  to  my- 
felf  to  fay  a  few  words. 

In  anfwer  to  my  noble  friend  (Lord  Henry  Petty) 
in  -refpecl  to  the  comparative'  obfervations  he  makes,  as 
io  the  immediate  and  the  gradual  abolition,  it  rnay  be 
faid  that  he  proceeds  upon  the  affumption  that  it  is  in 
your  power  immediately  to  abolifh  the  trade,  an  affump- 
tion  which  is  not  well  founded.  .1  do  not  mean  that  you 
cannot  enaa  a  law,  but  I  do  mean,  that  enaa  what  laws 
you  pleafe,  you  have  it  not  in  your  power  to  pro^ce  the 
inftantaneous  effea  you  contemplate.  Is  it  praaicable, 
or  is  it  not,  is  the  queftion  between  the  noble  Lord  and 
me.  Can  he  fatisfy  me,  that  what  is  capable  of  being 
the  fubjea  of  legiflation,  muft  necelfarily  be  capable  of 
being  reduced  into  praaice  ?  My  doubts  arife  from  this 
fource,  and  I  fay,  that  without  fome  concurrence  of  the 
Weft  India  planters  moft  interefted  in  the  queftion,  aft 
your  legiflative  provihons  muft  be  infufficient. 

With  refpea  to  the  population,  what  arethefenti- 
ments  we  ought  to  entertain  ?  A  humane  and  enlightened 

proprietor  has  told  you,  that  he  has  found  in  his  own 

^  cafe 
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^  impoiiib  e^o  prelerve  the  population,  and  in 

confirmation  of  what  I  have  juft  faid  of  the  inefficiency 
aw  s,  ^  e  tells  you,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  flaves  by  thofe  who  are  defirous  of  obtain¬ 
ing  them.  Then  judging  of  others  by  the  fituation  of 
this  gentleman,  they  cannot,  by  the  beft  means  in  their 
power  to  employ,  keep  up  the  population;  and  I  have 
iKevvile  the  fame  teftimony  for  the  allegation,  that  if  it 
e  the  intereft  of  the  planter  to  import,  he  will  do  fo. 

•  f “  prohibitions,  but  you  ca»not  carry  them 

into  efFe6l. 


^  I  Jook  upon  this  amendment  as  fixin?:r  a  definite 
period  when  'the  trade  will  be  abolilhed,  but  I  with  to 
connedt  with  it,  other  auxiliary  meafures  which  would 
gra  ^  ua  y ^nd  efFedlually  diminifli  the  drain  of  Haves  from 
-^nca.  The  definite  period  thus  affigned  would  give  an 
s  urance  that  the  trade  mull  be  abolilhed,  and  the  inter* 
venmg  meafures  properly  framed,  w«uld  have  a  progref* 
live,  but  a  fure  operation.  By  holding  out  thefe  two 
points,  a  definite  period,  and  a  gradual  abolition,  you 

plilh^^^  prolpe£l  of  having  the  meafure  accom- 

It  is  faid,  that  if  you  do  not  adopt  the  projedl  of  the 
immediate  abolition,  you  will  never  have  the  trade  abo- 

^  argument  until  now,  that 
the  bill  has  not  originated  with  ourfelves,  but  comes  to 
us  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  Houfe.  Now 
ti^  principle  of  abolition  is  admitted  by  that  branch  of 
the  legiflature,  what  was  before  a  matter  of  great  uncer¬ 
tainty,  is  now  no  longer  doubtful.  This  argument  then, 
kowever  found  it  might  be  formerly,  has  at  prefent  no 
application. 

I  know,  Sir,  that  there  is  net  the  mofl  diilant  hope 
that  the  meafure  will  be  carried  in  the.way  I  recommend, 

I  am  therefore  only  difeharging  a  painful  duty  in  this 
expofition  of  my  opinions  before  the  Committee.  I  have 
ineffeaually  reprefented  that  the  abolition  ought  to  take 
place  by  progre/Fively  increafing  duties,  which  mull  ne- 
ce^arily  lead  to  the  final  extin<^ion  of  the  trade,  yet  it 
IS  faid,  that  it  is  better  to  let  the  meafure  take  its  ch'ance 
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at  a  future  time,  than  to  adopt  any  of  the  amendments 
fuggefted. 

«  I  have  been,  as  I  think,  perfe£lly  confident  in  what 
I  have  done  •,  and  when  I  have  oppofed  the  prefent  bill„ 

I  have  refilled  only  what  appears  to  me  to  be  no  abo¬ 
lition  at  all,  although  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  fo. 

«  If  this  trade  be  againft  the  principles  of  juftice  and 
humanity,  it  ought  to  ceafe,  and  nobody  will  contend 
that  forcing  perfons  from  their  native  country  under  the 
circumftances  which  have  been  dated,  or  even  under  any 
circumdances,  is  not  wrong.  Then  I  fay,  that  if  you 
cannot  abolilh  the  trade  immediately,  you  mud  for  a  time 
fubmit  to  fome  things  inconfident  with  judice,  and  per¬ 
haps  (hocking  to  humanity;  becaufe  you  cannot  hadily 
get  out  of  a  trade  fan£lioned  fo  long  by  the  laws  and 
protedion  of  this  country.  I  admit  that  I  am  injuring 
the  Africans,  but  then  I  balance  the  grievance  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Africa,  with  the  advantage  to  the  planters 
and  to  the  colonies  ;  and  I  am  forced  to  admit,  that  for 
the  fake  of  permanent  good,  I  am  obliged  to  commit  an 
evil. 

But  how  is  this  confident  with  what  is  dated  by  an 
honourable  member,  who  fays,  If  you  want  equality  of 
fexes,  what  have  you  been  about  for  the  lad  twenty  years  ? 
You  have  had  full  and  fufficient  notice ;  you  knew  that 
the  fexes  were  unequal  *,  why  have  you  not  done  what  is 
necelTary  to  remove  this  difproportion  ?*’  That  obfervation 
leads  me  to  the  lad  point  on  which  I  flialf  trouble  the 
committee.  The  planters  cannot  be  confidered  in  any 
fenfc  as  having  had  a  warning  of  the  purpofe  of  the  legif- 
lature  until  the  prefent  moment,  and  until  they  have  fuch 
warning,  they  cannot  furely  be  confidered  as  having  had 
full  and  fufficient  notice.  The  information  to  them  with 
refpecd  to  the  defigns  of  this  Houfe  only,  the  other  being 
fuppofed  to  be  againd  the  meafure,  was  nothing.  I  fay 
then,  that  the  parties  had  not  a  fufficient  notice  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  own  fecurity;  that  they  had  no  competent 
notice  to  increafe  the  importation  of  females,  or  to  ame¬ 
liorate  the  condition  of  the  flaves  with  the  view  to  the 
permanent  benefit  of  their  edates  by  augmenting  the 
means  of  population, 

Tbefe 
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“  rhefe  are  the  principles  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
ftate,  but  certainly  without  the  fmaUeft  hope  of  fuccef^’ 

Mr.  Barham  (to  explain).— “  I  have  faid,  Sir,  that  it 
would  not  have  been  in  our  power,  forne  time  ago,  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  the  flaves.  At-  this  time  I 
think  It  is  perfedlly  in  our  power.  In  a  former  time  I  be- 
lieve  It  ^s  not,  and  therefore  I  voted  againft  the  abo¬ 
lition.  Circumftances  having  changed,  I  have  certainly 
voted  generally  for  the  abolition.  The  right  honourable 
gent  eman  (Mr.  Bathurst)  has  mifunderRood  me  in 
another  point,  when  he  fuppofed  me  to  fay,  that  the 
rflands  could  not  maintain  their  population.  I  did  not  fay 
that,  but  only  that  their  not  increafing  is  not  a  fair  cri¬ 
terion  of  good  treatment.  There  could  not  be  a  more 
fatal  propofition  made  than  that  of  poftponing  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  trade  ^  for  it  would  only  be  aggravating  its 
mifery.  All  the  arguments  recommend  that  we  fliould 
abohlh  It  now,  and  haying  begun  the  meafure,  let  us  ac- 
complifh  it.  Sir,  I  wilh  to  Hate  another  point.  I  never 
meant  to  aflert  that  I  thought  the  abolition  to  be  injurious 
to  the  interells  of  the  ifiands.  I  conceived  that  the  abo¬ 
lition  was  elTential  to  their  very  exiftence,  and  that  it 
would  promote  their  general  profperity.  There  are,  how- 
rnany  cafes  where  it  will  produce  abfolute  ruin  to 
individuals.  Sir,  when  we  come  to  the  confideration  of 
the  preamble  of  this  bill,  I  fliall  feel  it  my  duty  again  to 
exprefs  my  opinion  upon  the  fubjedf.” 

Perciv AL.— I  wilh  to  make  a  few  obfervations 
on  the  fpeech  of  my  right  honourable  friend  oppofite  to 
me,  (Mr.  Bathurst.) 

“  My  right  honourable  friend  fays,  that  he  does  not 
vote  for  the  immediate  abolition,  becaufe,  in  truth  and 
fadf,  it  would  be  no  abolition,  and  the  trade  would  be 
continued  in  oppolition  to  any  of  our  legillative  regula¬ 
tions.  W  hy  then  objedl,  if  the  immediate  abolition  will 
not  diminifli  the  trade  ?  The  traffic  will  go  on  as  before 
on  his  principle,  and  there  will  be  no  maffacres  on  the 
frican  coaft,  and  none  of  thofe  fanguinary  confequences 
he  apprehends.  .So  he  fays,  that  if  you  will  aboliffi  the 

trade 
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trade  on 'your  ftatute  books,  you  will' not  prevent  the 
fupply  in  the  interior  of  the  iflands.  So  that  there  is 
really  no  ground  of  alarm  according  to  his  own  account  in 
the  meafnre  *,  it  will  neither  have  any  eWeO:  upon  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  nor  upon  the  colonies,  and  thofe  who 
wifli  to  continue  the  trade  ought  to  be  averfe  to  this 
amendment  for  a  delay  of  five  years,  fmce  my  right 
honourable  friend  fays,  that  with  fuch  procraftination  it 
would  be  efFe^fually  abolilhed.  The  prefent  bill  can  be 
of  no  injury  either  to  the  flnp  owner,  planter,  or  mer¬ 
chant,  becaufe  if  this  reafoning  be  true,  it  mud  be  abfo- 

lutely  inefficient  and  nugatory. 

“  But  my  right  honourable  friend  fays,  that  you  cannot 
abolifli  the  trade  5  you  can  do  fo  five  years  hence,  but  he 
tells  you,  that  you  cannot  do  fo  now.  Why  not  imme¬ 
diately  ^ '  becaufe,  fays  he,  the  internal  iegiflatur'es  wdii 
not  be  concurrent  with  you,  and  you  can  do  nothing 
effe61:ual  without  their  affidance.  Then  he  adds,  if  you 
will  give  them  a  notice  of  five  years,  then  they  will  coin¬ 
cide  in  your  projedl,  and  purfue  the  means  conducive  to 
the  abolition.  What  fecurity  is  there  of  any  fuch  con¬ 
currence  at  the  end  of  five  or  of  fifty  years?  Will  not 
the  fame  intereds  prevail  ?  Will  not  the  fame  difinclination 
continue  to  any  didant  period?  If  all  the  difficulties 
exid  which  my  right  honourable  friend  fuppofes,  there 
mud  be  fomething  peculiarly  operative  and  commanding 
at  the  conclufion  of  thefe  five  years,  which  is  referved 
for  that  favoured  period,  and  no  other.  These  are  con- 
tradidlions  unavoidably  refulting  from  the  arguments  of 
my  right  honourable  friend,  which  I  leave  to  be  recon¬ 
ciled  by  him,  well  aware  of  my  total  incapacity  for  fuch 
a  purpofe.  There  is  no  reafon  for  imagining,  according 
to  my  view  of  theTubjecf,  that  if  you  cannot  prevent  it 
now,  you  can  five  years  hence. 

“  Then  it  has  been  faid  by  an  honourable  gentleman 
under  tire  gallery,  that  while  we  command  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  feas,  we  have  the  means  of  preventing  the 
trade.  This  remark  furn-ffies  another  motive  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  abolition.  If  we  wait  five  years  hence,  are  we 
fare  that  the  war  will  be  continued  fo  that  we  can  make 
ufg  of  our  fuperiority  at  fea  to  enable  us  to  abolifir  it  ?  I 

2  C  think. 
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then,  this  is  a  favourable  moment  to  attain  the  ob- 
jea  ;  when  peace  is  reilored,  you  cannot  do  it. 

My  right  honourable  friend  faid,  impofe  large  duties 
upon  the  importation  of  Haves,  and  this  will  prevent 
their  introduction  into  the  iflands,  when  a  dire£l;  law  to 
prohibit  the  importation  will  not  have  that  effecff.  But 
does  it  not  occur  to  every  man,  that  it  mull  be  much 
moie  eafy  for  your  iliips  of  war  to  obflru61:  the  importa¬ 
tion  when  the  commodity  fhail  be  contraband  throughout 
the  whole  voyage  from  the  coafl  of  Africa  to  the  Well 
Indies,  than  when  it  is  only  contraband  the  moment  the 
flayes  land  on  the  iflands,  the  duty  not  having  been  regu¬ 
larly  diicharged  ?  It  is  altonlfhing  to  me,  that  fuch  an 
argument  can  be  employed,  fo  capable  of  immediate  refu¬ 
tation.  In  tiie  one  cafe,  they  cannot  fail  a  league  from 
the  coaft  of  Africa-,  in  the  other,  they  may  crofs  the 
Atlantic,  enter  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  until  the 
il-aves  actually  fet  foot  on  the  iflands  not  theleafi:  molefta- 
tion  can  be  ottered .  This  is  a  mofl;  curious  way  in  which 
my  right  honourable  friend  propofes  to  abolilh  the  trade. 

I  admit  with  the  honourable  member  who  fpoke  un¬ 
der  the  gallery,  that  it  would  be  better  to  rejecSt  the  bill 
intirely  tlian  to  receive  it  with  the  amendment  fiipported 
by  my  right  honourable  friend.  I  would  reje^  it  and 
take  it  with  all  the  ritks  of  future  years.  I  would  pro- 
pofe  it  next  year,  I  would  propofe  it  the  following,  I 
would  propofe  it  every  fucceeding  year  if  I  were  unfuc- 
cefsful,  and  I  think  I  fhould  have  a  better  chance  of 
accompliflung  my  defign,  than  if  the  quellion  were  fet  at 
reft  for  ftve  years  in  the  manner  now  propofed. 

‘‘  If  your  argument  be  that  you  cannot  abolifh  the  trade 
until  the  population  fliall  be  able  to  be  maintained  by  the 
equalization  of  the  fexes,  I  would  afk,  what  reafon  have 
you  to  fuppofe  that  the  parties  interefted  wull  take  the  mea- 
fures  neceflary  to  reftore  that  equality  in  the  interval  you 
IhaJI  give  them You  will  tell  them,  that  you  will  not 
abolim  the  trade  while  this  difproportion  prevails,  and  can 
you  fuppofe,  that  the  effe£l  of  fuch  information  will  be, 
that  they  will  produce  that  equalization  in  order  to  acce¬ 
lerate  the  abolition  they  dread  ?  The  truth  is,  that  if  you 
poftpone  the  time  for  the  abolition  in  the  way  now  fug- 
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acfted,  all  you,  do  is  to  fecure  its  continuance  for' five 
Years,  but  you  do  nothing  towards  producing  a  fituation  o 
enable  you  to  abolilh  it  at  the  end  of  that  time.  ’ 

.  “  If  the  trade  be  not  fo  effeaually  put  down  as  vve  hop 
it  may  be,  I  fay  proceed  with  the  bill,  and  we  will  take 
our  cLnce.  do,  at  leah,  locally  aboliin  it ;  and  ^ 

this  meafure  be  not  fuccefsful  on  the  whole, 
the  courfe  of  the  five  years  be  improving  our  hando  at  it, 
and  it  will  be  hard  indeed,  if  in  that  interval  we  flaall  i  o 
accomplifii  our  purpofe ;  whereas,  it  we  adoy  t  - 
amendment,  we  ihall  at  the  end  of  five  years  be  ufi  m 

the  ftate  in  which  we  are  now.  If  the  ^  , 

tend  to  abolilh  the  trade,  let  it  be  made  illegal  now,  and 
this  will  fecure  the  greatefi  probability  01  defiioying  it  be¬ 
fore  the  five  years  are  elapfed.  rr  J  ^  ,.A 

“  I  have  not  before  upon  any  occafion  offered  to  ad-- 
drefs  you  on  the  fubjea  of  this  bill-,  I  felt,  that  mere, 
were  many  who  were  more  eager  than  I  was  to  exprefs 
their  fentiments  to  the  Houfe  and  to  me  public,  but  I  could 
not  avoid  wifliing  to  attraa  your  attention,  in  order  to 
evorefs  my  opinions  in  anfwer  to  tnofe  ftateJ  by  my  right 
hohourable  friend,  (Mr.  Bathurst.)  I  am  P®'’" 

fuaded,  that  any  apprehenfion  of  the  impoihbdity  ot  car-- 
ryinV  the  meafure  into  elFea,  will  be  felt  as  llrongly  at 
.  tL  end  of  five  years,  as  it  will  now:  I  (ball  endeavour, 
therefore,  to  avoid  fuch  a  delay,  .by  voting  for  the  law 
being  rendered  immediately  operative.’' 

Mr.  Bathurst  to  explain. — My  honourable  and- 
learned  friend  has  confined  himfelf  to  that  I 

meant  to  abolilh  the  trade  five  years  hence.  This  is  not  ^ 
cprreiT,  the  propofition  was  combined  with  another, 
was  that  of  impofing  duties  progrefTively  increafing,  w  iic 
would  have  operated  fooner,  and  this  additional  mealure 
ought  not  to  have  been  excluded  in  the  confideration  ot 

my  argument.” 

Mr.  WiLBERFORCE. — I  rife  merely.  Sir,  to  corre<T 
a  fact  which  appears  to  have  been  miftaken.  It  was 
ftated  by  an  honourable  member  oppofite  to  me, 
(Mr.  Fuller)  that  the  paternal  eilate  of  another 
^  2  C  2  gentleman 
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gentleman  (Mr.  Ward)  under  particular  circumflances 
and  he  then  went  on  to  ftate  hoi  contrar;‘S'IuS 

the^h-’cumftan’^^^°7^i!'’‘"’^'~!‘  ^  “n^Ierllood,  that 

ordSarv  f  gentleman’s  ellate  were  extra- 

oidmary..  As  for  me,  I  muft  find  fome  means  of  obtain- 
g  ^groes^  or  my  eftate  will  be  ruined.’’ 

Mr.  WiLBERrcRCE  here  referred  to  one  of  the  printed 
papers  on  the  table,  entitled,  “  The  number  of  neeroes  in 

of  dirh-^E  V,1ie,  with  an  account 

of  the  bnths  and  de  .ths  within  a  certain  fpace  of  time 

taken  ^  at  an  extraordinar,!  veftry  on  November  the  ad,’ 

efiate’  ofT  appeared,  that  on  Mr.  Fuller’s 

el  ate  of  Knolhs  s,  out  oi  a  hundred  and  feventy-eight 

negroes  m  the  fpace  of  three  years,  there  had  bfen 
eighteen  births,  ten  deaths,  and  none  imported. 


but  tL^H  r  this  circumftance, 

hr!n  became  impatient  for  the  queftion,  and 

withdraw,  a  divifion  took 

pla,c6,  when  there  appeared 

Againft  the  amendment  -  -  12’- 

For  the  amendment  -  ’  _  jy 

Majority  -  .  103 

real^L^K-iT™"*"  then  proceeded  to 

read  the  bill  paragraph  by  paragraph. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rose,  Sir  Charles  Poi  e, 
and  Lyd  Howick,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Chairman 
Mr  PIoBHotTsE)  fliould  report  the  bill  with  the  amend- 
ments  to  the  Floufe  on  Monday. 


\ 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

I 

MONDAY,  i6th  March,  1807. 


On  the  motion  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  the  queftion 
was  put  from  the  chair,  that  the  Bill,  for  the  Abolition 
of  the  Slave  Prade,  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Hibbert. — This  being,  mod  likely,  the  laft 
time,  I  fhall  have  an  opportunity  of  addreffing  you  on  a 
fubjedf  of  great  importance  to  the  nation  in  general,  as 
well  as  to  individuals,  I  am  not  difpofed  to  neglect  it, 
although,  after  what  has  been  exprefled  of  the  ienfe  of 
tile  Houfe,  I  can  feel  no  expedlation  of  fuccefs. 

“  It  has  been  faid,  with  what  corredfnefs  I  leave  the 
Houfe  to  decide,  that  we  have  had  too  much  cool  dif- 
cuflion  upon  the  queftion.  If  there  be  a  fuojedf,  w'hich, 
above  all  others,  Ihould  demand  temperate  deliberation, 
I  fliould  have  thought  it  would  have  been  this  enquiry, 
involving  fo  many  perfonal  and  national  conhderations. 

Among  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  preffent  bill, 
it  was  faid,  that  it  would  do  more  good  than  hairn. 
There  is,  at  lead,  not  much  appearance  of  confidence  in 
fuch  an  obfervation,  and  we  may  be  allowed  to  examine, 
whether  the  one  or  the  other  preponderate. 

An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  ^Yhitbread)  fpoke 
of  the  fweeping  defolation  of  hurricanes,  to  which  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  in  which  I  am  principally  intereded, 
was  frequently  expofed,  and  in  the  enlhufiafm  with  which 
his  eloquence  was  infpired,  he  feemed  to  attribute  thefe 
terrible  calamities  to  the  vihtation  of  an  avenging  God 
for  the  crimes  perpetrated  in  the  profecution  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  Sir,  there  is  much  moral  and  much  phyfical  evil 
in  the  world,  but  it  is  fomewhat  bold  to  hazard  fuch  an 
interpretation  of  the  awful  judgments  of  the  Almighty, 
When  a  man  is  ftruck  fuddenly,  as  by  the  arm  of  an 
angel  of  death,  in  the  commiflion  of  fome  adf  of  atrocity, 
fuch  an  event  may  be  received  as  a  ferious  lelTon  to  man¬ 
kind  *,  but  when  an  afflidion  of  the  extenfive  nature  re¬ 
ferred 
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terred  to,  affecds  large  bodies  of  men,  of  difFerent 
c  and  in  different  purfuits,  there  appears  to  me 

to  be  neither  jufticenor  candour  in  the  remark. 

^  ^he  arguments  were  put  together  in  fomething 

nke  a  legular  feries  by  the  honourable  gentlemen,  there 
feemed  to  be  fomething  operative  againfl  their  own 
t^-ieoiy,  when  we  were  told  that  the  trade  had  been  the 
iubjedb  of  legiflation  by  a  Britifli  Parliament;  and  that 
tiiough,  in  its  earlier  ftages,  Queen  Elizabeth  expreffed 
her  difapprobation  of  it,  yet  it  was  part  of  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  Queen  Anne,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  take  into 
conhderation  the  nature  of  the  trade. 

.  What  is  it  then  which  has  been  fpecifically  the  fub- 
je61:  of  legiflation  ?  It  is  the  purchafe  of  Slaves  in  Africa, 

and  their  tranfport  from  that  continent  to  the  Weil 
Indies. 

^  I  addrefs  myfelf  to  many  young  men,  who  are  not 
difpofed  to  enter  into  the  circumflances,  or  into  the  con- 
fequences  or  the  trade  ;  to  them  both  thefe  branches  of 
it  appear  to  be  fo  inconfiftent  with  juftice  and  humanity, 
to  preclude  all  enquiry  as  to  the  discretion  and  found 
policy  on  which  the  trade  is  founded.  It  may  be  proper, 
that  thefe  young  men  fhould  be  inftriidled,  that  this 
trade,  nefarious  as  they  may  confider  it,  is  fandlioned  by 
the  law  of  tlie  realm.  Xhe  2'^d  Geo.  II.  c.  31,  begins 
With  the  remarkable  declaration  ;  Whereas  the  trade 
to  and  from  Africa  is  very  advantageous  to  Great  Britain, 
alid  iieceflary  for  the  fupplying  the  plantations  and  colo¬ 
nies  thereunto  belonging  with  a  fufficient  number  of 
negroes,  at  reafonable  rates,  and  for  that  purpofe  the 
laid  trade  ought  to  be  free  and  open  to  all  His  Majefty’s 
SHbjeifts,  therefore  be  it  enadled,  &c.” 

“  The  a  cl  goes  on,  and  reprobates  any  fraud,  force,  or 
violence  on  tlie  natives  of  Africa,  and  it  makes  any  con¬ 
duct  of  this  kind  towards  them  penal.  But  why  does  it 
do  fo  ?  Becaufe  all  fuch  acts  were  ‘‘  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  faid  trade'^.” 


Does 

The  Section  of  the  Act  here  referred  to  is  the  folio-wing  : 

^  “  B''-  it  further  enaefted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  no  commande^r 
•r  mailer  of  any  ghrp  trading  to  Africa,  HiaO,  by  fraud,  force,  or 

violence. 
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«  Does  not  this,  at  leaft,  introduce  fome  mdclcft  doubts 
into  the.  minds  of  thofe  young  gentlemen,  when  they 
learn  the  authority  under  which  this  trade  has  flourilhea, 
and  when  they  find' they  are  at  iffue  with  all  that  is  great 
and  honourable  in  this  country  ?  Thefe  are  the  opmions 
to  which  I  am  attached,  yet  I  will  not  fay  that  M,ad 
rather  be  wrong  with  fiich  men  than  right  with  others, 
but  I  will  fay,  that  I  would  hefitate  long  before  I  wou.d 
go  in  diredf  oppofition  to  their  fentiments.  hir,  I  wou.d 
not  hahiiy  reprobate  thofe  who  are  adhering  to  the  prin- 
ciples  of  their  anceibors,  who  are  lingering  over  the 
wifdom  of  their  illuftrious  predecefibrs  ;  at  leaft,  I  could 
not  approve  of  treating  the  decifions  ot  their  judgment 
with  fo  little  ceremony  as  has  been  done  on  the  prelent 
occafion.  There  are  fome  opinions,  upon  wliicn,  tvom 
my  own  dilhdence  of  myfelf,  I  am  inclmed  to  p  ace  fome 
reliance,  and  in  the  confidence  that  others  wi.l  feel  the 
like  refpedf,  I  will  again  appeal  to  the  young  gentlemen 
around  me,  and  a(k  thern  whether,  alter  all  the  ar¬ 
guments  that  have  been  uied  in  the  Houfe,  and  after  all 
that  has  been  puhlilhed  oi.  this  fubjed,  they  feel 
no  hefitation  in  e.xtinguilhing  for  ever  this  oranch  of 
Britifli  commerce  ?  Do  they  not  know,  ^that  two  men, 
not  only  independent  in  their  fennments,  out  wholly  un- 
conneded  with  Weft-India  merchants,  and  Weft- India 
interefts,  perfons  who  had  travelled  into  Africa,  and  who 
knew  intimately  the  atrocities  defcrlbed ;  I  fay  o:  theie 
two  individuals,  the  one  declared  he  was  in  doubt  as  to 
die  fitnefs  of  the  trade,  and  the  other,  expiicidy  avoweu 
his  convidion  of  its  propriety  and  utility.  \'V  hat,  have 
viiited  the  fpot  where  fuch  cruelties  are  committed,  have 
no  Weft-India  eftate  to  bias  their  judgments,  anc.  come 

violence,  or  bv  any  other  indlrea  practice  whatfoever,  take  cn  board  or 
carry  away  fr'om  the  coast  of  Africa,  any  negro  or  native  oi  the  laid 
c-untrv  or  commit,  or  fuffer  to  be  committed,  any  violence  on  the 
narives^to  tne  prejudice  of  the  Aid  trade ;  and  that  every  Pf 
fending,  fliaU  for  every  fuch  offence,  forfeit  the  fum  o,.  of 

lawful'’money  of  Great  Litain  ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  ule  of  tne 
faid  comoa.w  hereby  eftablifced,  and  them  fucceffors  tor  and  tov.-axas 
maintainiasr  the  faici  forts  and  lettleznonts,  and  tfie  other  moie.y  to  and 
fo:  tho  ufe  of  him  or  them  v;ho  lliaU  inform  or  .ue  lor  tfie  lamc. 
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back  and  have  a  doubt  of  it !  To  be  fent  out  with 'ah 
Iheir  prejudices  againft  the  trade,  and  to  return  home 
with  a  doubt  !  Who  were  thefe  men  ?  They  were  Mr. 
Parke  and  Mr.  Bruce;  Mr.  Parke  faw  one  end  of 
Airica,  and  Mr.  Bruce  the  other.  I  have  before  taken 
the  liberty  of  mentioning,  what  were  the  opinions  of 
IVlr.  i-ARKE,  and  what  were  my  notions  of  his'  fenti- 

”'‘TrA  was  the  editor  of  the  book  he 

pub  ilhed,  and  he  was  always'a  man  fo  much  addided  to 
vacillation  in  his  jiulgnaent,  that  we  cannot  at  all  tell 
how  to  draw  any  conclufions  from  him.  This  gentleman 
had  a  greater  (hare  of  genius  than  of  wifdom,  he  had 
more  of  the  rhetorican  than  of  the  logician.  On  matters 

of  Dulinefb,  he  was  always  in  a  Hate  of  vibrationj  never 
hxed,  never  decifive. 

Now  when  I  mention  one  of  the  commentators  upon 
ParkEj  I  fhall  name  a  man  who  has  done  honour  to  the 
age  and  country  in  which  he  lives  5  who  is  read  by  alh 
and  in  the  hands  of  every  body.  I  did  fay  that  I  was 
Ignorant  whether  Mr.  Malthus  were  a  friend  to  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade,  or  not.  What  does  Mr. 
Malthus  fay  ?  He  fpeaks  broadly  of  the  incelTant  in¬ 
terruptions  to  the  progreffive  population  of  Africa,  and 
]ie  tells  you  diffindfly,  that  until  the  rights  of  property 
fhall  be  afcertained  and  enforced,  it  will  be  in  vain  to 
look  for  greater  happinefs  among  the  natives  of  that  con¬ 
tinent.  But  I  fhall  be  told,  that  it  is  the  Slave-Trade 
that  prevents  this.  I  iliall  be  glad  to  hear,  if  any  re- 
fpedable  authority  can  be  produced,  which  fays,  that  the 
Slave  Brade  is  the  caufe  of  the  miferies  of  Africa)  and 
of  the  wars  there.  With  regard  to  the  ancient  authofi- 
tics  collected  from  what  was  written  before  the  Slave 
Trade  began,  I  have  heard  the  7th  book  of  Leo  Afri- 
canus,  cited  by  an  honourable  member,  who  faid,  that 
this  author  favoured  Iiis  conftrudion,  and  I  am  not  fure 
that  he  will  not  find  a  pafiage  or  two  fcattered  here  and 
there,  which  may  confirm  his  doTrine.  But,  Sir,  look¬ 
ing  at  this  work,  wliat  do  we  learn  from  it  rcfpe6fing 
the  condition  of  Africa  at  an  early  period  ?  Leo  Afri- 
canus  does  ftate,  that  wars  prevailed,  both  for  the  pur- 
poics  of  conc|ueft  and  plunder.  He  fays,  that  very  great 
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cruelties  were  practlfed)  that  there  was  an  open  are 
market,  that  the  inhabitants  were  expofed  to  fale  there, 
and  that  they  were  fold  for  the  profit  of  the  king.  Fif¬ 
teen  or  twenty  of  them  were  given  lor  one  horfe  j  horfes 
were  the  objedf  of  this  traffic,  becaufe  the  prince  who 
pofleffied  molt  horfes,  was  the  mofi:  powerful  in  war. 
With  thefe  extradf s,  I  leave  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
the  full  ufe  of  the  few  paragraphs  he  may  find  capable  of 

bearing  a  different  conftruftion. 

But  1  will  not  purfue  the  path  I  travelled  before. 
V/hatever  may  have  been  advanced  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
debates,  one  fad  is  capable  of  inqonteftible  proof,  that 
flavery  has  been  pradfifed  for  ages  ;  that  there  is  no  new 
evil  in  it  in  our  own  time,  and  in  our  own  country. 

If  we  were  now  to  begin  again  to  form  communities, 
and  if  it  were  afked  if  llavery  fliould  form  a  clafs  of 
fociety  amongft  us,  I  do  not  fay  that  I  fhould  be  difpofed 
to  permit  it.  If  I  were  one  in  a  committee  formed  to 
report  upon  fuch  a  fubje61;,  I  v/ould  take  the  rights  of 
man  info  my  confideration,  and  would  refleff  on  the 
inconvenience  of  fuch  an  order  of  perfons  in  a  ftate  of 
fociety  under  fettled  laws.  Unfortunately,  this  is  not 
the  condition  of  our  colonies ;  the  ftate  of  fociety  is 
formed  in  our  illands ;  they  are  cultivated  and  fupported 
by  the  labour  of  fiaves.  Yet  the  evil  of  the  Slave  Frade 
is  not  extenfively  felt ;  the  fupply  is  now  limited  ;  it  is 
confined  to  aur  own  colonies  j  with  the  improvements 
adopted,  it  would  be  reduced  to  a  trifle  ;  and  the  few  v/e 
fhould  require  would  be  of  little  difadvantage  to  Africa. 

But  it  is  faid,  that  fiaves,  to  an  indefinite  number, 
are  wanted  for  the  purpofe  of  extending  cultivation  in 
the  illands.  This  may  be  the  cafe  with  refpecft  to  'Frini- 
dad,  and  if  it  be  fo,  it  might  be  eafily  prevented,  and 
fome  compenfation  might  be  given  to  the  parties  for  de¬ 
priving  them  of  the  advantages  they  might  reafonably 
expedt  to  attain.  This  is  not  the  fituation  of  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica.  Would  they  extend  the  cultivation  when 
they  are  not  getting  a  living  price  for  their  commodity  ? 

“  When  I  was  upon  this  iubjecf  before,  I  adduced  a 
few  arguments,  to  which  I  believ^  fome  attention  was 
,given  5  yet  i  have  been  a  little  mifunderftood,  Tdidnot, 
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in  tne  fpirlt  of  extravagant  reform^  fay,  that  I  would  put 
down  lotteries  and  ale-houfes,  but  I  faid,  that  if  you 
carry  the  principle  to  the  extreme,  an  extreme  which  1 
did  not  approv’^e,  you  mud  thus  far  extend  your  prohi¬ 
bition.  i3ut  it  IS  laid,  Why  do  you  not  put  on  your 
“armour,  and  mount  your  rozinante  ?”  Sir,  I  do  not 
aliedl:  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  ail  mankind  ;  I  do  not 
want,  by  perional  valour,  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of 
law ;  but  I  wifli  not  to  carry  legiflation,  as  is  propofed  in 
the  prefent  indance,  beyond  its  due  bounds. 

W^e  compute  that  i^jOoo  perfons  have  been  fwept 
from  the  earth  by  one  of  thofe  tremendous  efforts  of 
nature  frequent  in  that  part  of  the  world.  Other  caufes, 
not  fo  terrific,  but  equally  fatal  in  thofe  climates,  are 
condantly  operating  to  dedroy  life.  The  prefent  projedi: 
will  prevent  the  fupplies  for  this  wade  of  exidence,  and 
numerous  families  mud  be  reduced  to  inevitable  ruin. 
Are  not  tliefe  didreffes  to  be  avoided  ? 


upon  tne  fubjeCt  of  the  female  population  I  mud 
srve,  that  it  appears  to  me,  the  matter  has  not  been 
underdood.  One  honourable  gentleman  triumphantly 
affed,  “Have  not  tlie  Wed  India  planters  had  notice  of 
the  intention  of  Fariiament  to  abolifh  the  Slave  Trade  for 
20  years,  and  liavc  no  precautions  yet  been  taken  for  the 
introdudfion  of  an  extraordinary  niurnber  of  females 
Sir,  what  uiT  would  not  have  been  made  of  the  fadf,  if 
a  diip  Iiad  gone  to  Africa  exclufively  for  females  ?  What 
patlietic  defcripticns  ihould  we  have  had  of  the  miferies 
of  the  fofter  fex  ?  What  a  multitude  of  crimes  would  have 
b  icn  forged  to  awaken  the  generous  fenfibilities  of  our 
nature  ?  At  lead  from  the  abfence  of  this  fadl  we  have 
this  advantage,  we  have  miffed  one  topic  of  declamation. 

“We  are  unfairly  dealt  with,  when  an  argument  is 
drawn  from  the  adertion,  that  daves  are  not  under  equal 
laws,  and  that  fuch  laws  cannot  be  applied  to  the  Haves. 

1  know  that  we  cannot  help  die  date  of  llavery,  and  I 
iiave  intimated,  that  not  laws  but  civilization  is  the  bed 
remedy  for  tlie  evils  attendant  upon  it.  But  is  it  to  be 
faid,  that  there  are  no  laws  in  fuch  a  condition  of  fo- 
•  ciety  5  and  when  Vvc  declare  that  there  are  laws,  and  pro¬ 
duce  our  authorities,  are  we  to  be  conlidendy  told,  that 

they 
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they  are  of  no  ufe  ?  Is  it  jua  to  lay  hold  of  an  obfoletc 

ftatlite  paired  120  years  ago,  (in  > 

what  a  dcCTaded  date  the  negroes  axe  a  i  <y* 
But  the  produaion  of  fuch  an  aa  will  have  this  good 

elFea,  to  Ihew  that  upon  the  Britilh  ftatute  books  there 

are  laws  againft  the  negroes  which  are  a  di%race  to  i 
country.  I  know,  Sir,  that  there  are,  and  I  wifli  that 
Ly  Jere  abrogated.  The  ehablifliment  of  wholefome 
laws,  however,  do  not  always  prevent  crime ,  I  am 
afraid.  Sir,  that  in  this  country,  wlrere  every  man  fliculd 
be  proteaed  by  the  beneficial  efteas  of  public  inftitution, 
atrocities  daily  increafe  -,  ,yet  in  the  Well  Indies  where 
we  are  told  there  is  no  law,  crimes  are  rare.  Ihis,  Du, 

I  throw  out  as  a  challenge  for  enquiry,  and  I  will  venture 
.  to  alTert,  that  there  are  fewer  crimes  in  one  month  in  the 
whole  ifland  of  Jamaica,  than  there  are  in  one  week  in 

the  city  of  J^ondon.  ^  i  -i 

.  It'  was  faid  by  my  honourable  friend  on  tne  other 

fide,  and  I  was  not  furprifed  at  the  alTertion,  or  at  his 
application  of  it  to  the  Slave  Trade;  ‘‘Now,  at  lealt, 
it  cannot  be  faid,  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of  produce  m 
tills  country,  or  that  there  is  an  immediate ; want  ot  la¬ 
bourers  to  increafe  the  future  fupply.”  I  will  put  a  cale 
that  will  be  familiar.  Now  and  then  our  great  breweiies, 
and  other  eftabliiliments  of  the  like  nature,  are  unpro- 
duccive  to  their  proprietors.  The  relief  propofed  to  us, 
under  the  fuperabuiidance  of  produce,  is  the  fame  as  if 
we  were  to  propofe  to  them,  on  fuch  occahonal  and  tem¬ 
porary  ceffations  of  the  advantages  of  their  trade,  to  fell 
ilicir  drag  horfes,  to  difpofe  of  their  implements,  and  to 
dlfcharge  their  fervants.  Would  this  be  aiy  agreeable 
anfwer  to  their  complaint  of  the  vicdiitudes  of  trade^  ? 

“  What  have  the  colonies  done  ?  Ihey  have  furniflied 
you  Vvdih  a  large  furplus  of  produce,  which  was  what  you 
wanted;  and  becaufe  we  cannot  fell  it  aoroad,  the  prices 
are  greatly  reduced,  to  your  benefit,  and  to  our  lofs. 
Rather  than  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  future  advantage, 
fiiould  you  not  now  furniili  us  with  temporary  funds^  to 
relieve  our  embarrail'ments,  and  make  tlie  public,  which 
derives  all  the  advantage,  iufFer  a  portion  of  the  lofs  ? 

“  And  now  let  rac  put  in  a  wor«i  or  two  in  favour  of 
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planters.  This  order  of 
perfons  have  the  pia  mater  ormed  as  in  other  men,  they 

orth^dr  TlT "  ^  feelings  like  thofe 

of  thtir  fellows,  they  are,  in  a  fimilar  degree,  the 

creatures  of  affociation  and  habit,  and  polTefs  ^he  fame 

moral  and  phyfical  endowments.  Are  they  not  entitled 

to  the  fame 

reward  for  their  virtues?  And  are  their  interefts  to  be  fur- 
rendeied,  and  their  hopes  to  be  difappointed  without 

^5  I  yo't  fiave  torn  out  of  the  ftatute  book 

.  ®  emn  a£ls  of  the  legiflature  which  have  remained 

iiivio  ate  or  150  years,  we  will  pick  up  the  fragments 

^o“f®®>  in  the  confidence  that  we 
mall  hnd  our  juftification  in  the  ads  of  a  Britifh  Parlia- 

ment.  But,  Sir,  _we  want  no  juftification;  let  thofe 
w  10  egi  lai.e  enquire  how  fev'ere  it  is  to  blame  thofe  who 
are  the  mere  inftruments  of  their  pleafure,  and  to  forget 

the  hand  by  which  the  motion  of  the  inftrument  is  di¬ 
rected. 

“  I  have  ftated  the  bearing  that  the  colonies  have  upon 
he  maritime  ftrength  of  the  country  ;  but  what  I  infift 
-upon  at  this  time  is,  that  you  condemn  the  iflands  to  a 
ate  of  inadtion  they  never  before  experienced,  and 
which  muit  caufe  their  ruin. 

When  this  meafure  comes  to  alTume  the  fubflantial 
101  m.  of  an  a£l:  of  legiflation,  then  we  may  have  to  la¬ 
ment  the  cffea  from  its  operation,  under  different  cir- 
cumlcances  to  thofe  I  have  already  explained.  I  think 
the  dilcuflion  has  continued  for  20  years,  but  the  fubje<Sl: 
has  never  affumed  before  fuch  a  palpable  fliape.  Much 
has  been  faid  on  the  difcontents  likely  to  refultfrom  the 
deliberations  in  this  FJoule  during  all  that  period  ;  but, 
Sir,  it  is  not  the  difcuffioii  which  can  excite  difluvbances, 
it  is  the  ultimate  decifion,  it  is  the  ad  itfelf,  from  which 
the  negro  will  learn  what  is  his  htuation  in  the  eye  of  a 
Brithh  legiflature.  When  he  fees  the  aft,  then  the  im- 
preffion  will  be  produced.  I  do  not  hiy  that  we  fliall  have 
nothing  but  blood  and  horrors,  for  I  am  not  of  a  gloomy 
tenipci,  and  rny  fears  are  not  ealily  alarmed.  J  am, 
however,  told,  that  the  infurredion  in  St.  Domingo  was 
paiLied  by  tlie  debates  in  this  Houfco  V/hethci-^  it  be 
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correct  or  not,  I  cannot  determine  5  but  it  ccitainly 
the  opinion  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  of  Piance  that 
fuch  was  the  caufe.  I  faw  the  accounts  which 
tranfmitted  from  the  colonics,  and  I  am  fare  the  noble  Lori 
(Howick)  will  admit,  that  he  has  not  had  his  unaer- 
Itanding  iniulted  by  detailed  hiftories  of  infurrecfions  t  \at 
never  exifted,  or  by  aggravated  reprefentations  ot  the 
effedls  of  fuch  difcufiions  in  Parliament,  to  incite  the 
negroes  to  break  their  chains  on  the  heads  of  their  op- 

preflbrs,  ^  ^  , 

‘‘  I  will  ftate  another  objedfion  againft  the  bill,  which 

is  admitted  to  be  an  objediion  even  by  fome  wno  favoui 
the  princip  le  of  it  j  for  they  have  diitinclly  faid,  that  it 
compel! iation  were  not  included  in  tl\e  meafuie, 

(hould  difapprove  it.  I  will  inform  thefe  objectois,  that 
there  is  nothing  of  compenfation  cornpriled  in  the  bill, 
the  queflion  was  (topped  in  limine,  and  ^there^  is  no 
pledge,  no  intimation  of  what  is  to  be  aone  in  this 
r  efp  e  dt . 

The  fupporters  of  this  bill,  inftead  of  promoting  fuch 
a  compenfation,  prefent  themfelves  before  us  in  a  vejry 
different  manner.  They  fay,  “We  are  going  to  conter 
upon  you  an  immenfe  benefit,  to  wliicn  you  aie  ftupid 
enough  to  be  utterly  infen iible.”  How  graceful  would 
it  have  been  under  fuch  clrcumfliances,  without  the 
chance  of  making  any  facrifice  whatever,  to  b^y^  held 
out  compenfation  to  allay  our  fears,  and  to  iatisfy  out 
hopes. 

“  But,  by  another  party,  a  different  argument  is  em¬ 
ployed,  and  thefe  fay  w'e  will  not  open  the  doors  to 
fuch  a  claim ;  the  whole  Britihi  revenue  would  not 
anfvv^er  it.  What,  Sir,  is  it  of  that  confequence  that  the 
whole  Britifh  revenue  would  not  anfwer  it,  and  is  au 
interefi:  of  this  magnitude  to  be  thus  lightly  and  haffily 
difpofed  of  ?  Cannot  you  introduce  a  compenfating  claufe 
which  will  ft  ate,  in  fome  fatisfadiory  forrn,  tne  claims 
of  the  parties.  If  you  do  not  like  paft  claufes  applied  to 
fuch  cafes,  make  a  new  one,  and  take  care  that  it  shall 
only  include  actual  Ioffes. 

“  When  I  began  trade,  if  I  had  canvaiTed  both  Ploufes 
pf  Parliament,  and  had  afked  the  members  how  I  fhould 

^  .  Jay 
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Inj  out  my  money  mo^  beneficially  to  myfelf,  and  to  my 

country,  they  would  have  (aid,  Lend  it  to  the  Weft- 

inc  ^a  colonies,  and  fuinifli  tiieni  with  what  will  return 

to  you  a  large  furplus  of  profit,  and  to  the  ftate  a  large 

iurplus  of  revenue.  VVe  have  fanaioned  the  trade  by  our 

aots,  you  may  fecurely  involve  all  your  property  in  it.” 

^  ‘‘  In  the  fame  reign  you  are  reverfing  the  fiiatutes  that 

^^ave  been  palled,  on  which  that  fecurity  is  founded,  and 

you  aie  not  nolding  cut  a  folitary  pledge  of  com.pen- 
iation.  ^  X  o  i 

One^  evil  confequence  will  be,  that  you  will  dif- 
cojrage  tne  ipirlt  of  adventure,  becaufe  you  are  removing 
t..e  fafeguards  HGceliary  to  commercial  fpeculation. 

Lcntiadiors  may  mcreafe  while  the  revenue  dimi- 
niines  ;  but  tins  is  not  the  clais  of.  traders  to  which  I 
refei  :  I  almue  to  tnofe  wlio  bring  a  fubftantial  revenue 
to  your  treafury,  and  fucli  muft  neceffarily  decreafe. 
"WithouL  con iicience  in  the  legillature,  it  is  impoffible  that 
they  can  continue  tlicir  commercial  engagements.  Here 
will  be  one  initance  of  a  trade  fandfioned  by  the  highed 
cUJthoiity,  which  is  Iialiily  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
region  of  fpeculation,  and  all  the  red  may  be  fubjeded 
•to  the  fame  vicilfitiide. 

was  held  out  by  an  honourable  Baronet, 
(Sir  i^HiLip  Irancis)  wdiom  I  do  not  now  fee  in  his 
place,  and  it  was  fo  much  in  the  extreme,  that  I  fhall 
think  it  nccelTary  to  fay  little  regarding  it.  I  think  he 
had  no  reference  to  the  African  part  of  the  queftion,  and 
that  he  applied  his  remark  exclufively  to  the  fituation  of 
iriniciad  j  and  he  did  fay,  that  all  thole  who  w'ere  par¬ 
takers  of  this  dctedable  trallic,  ought  to  be  out  of  the 
proteciion  of  the  law.  ILe  honourable  Baronet  made 
no  didindfion  between  creditors wdio had  lent  their  money, 
or  planters  who  directed  their  inViuftry  to  the  culture  of 
the  iOands,  but  all  that  were  concerned,  either  diredlly  or 
indircdlly,  in  the  purcliafe  of  a  Have,  were  to  be,  ac* 
cording  tp  the  enthufiafm  of  his  feelings,  out  of  the  pro¬ 
teciion  or  tiie  law.  ]  his,  Sir,  is  not  confident  with  my 
ideas  of  liumanity  or  jullice. 

1  have  only  a  wort!  to  fay  more  to  thofe,  of  my 
friends,  wdio  lia/e  eilates  in  tliefe  colonies,  anti  whq 
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diTFer  from  me  In  their  opinion  on  this  fuhje£l:.^  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  fpeak  v/itii  the  fame  frsmkneis  that  I 
whatever  variation  there  may  he  in  our  mode  ot  tliin^- 
in^.  It  may  be  Ibid,  that  though  the  planters  may  be 
convinced  of  the  utility  of  this  meafure,  yet  the  merchants 
who  receive  their  confignments  will  not  be  fo  eaniy  latis- 
fied.  For  my  part  I  think  that  there  would  be  no  Gii- 
ference,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  abolition  y/ould  have 
as  many  converts  in  the  one  clafs  as  in  tne  otnei.  vv  i  i 
my  honourable  friends,  w^ho  fupport  this  meamre,  lay 
that  they  are  out  of  the  reach  of  all  poflible  lofs  by  this 
meafure  ?  I  know  that  none  of  them  nave  been  milled 
by  flattery 5  but  how  no  tney  feel  under  the  cn^rge  n.aG^ 
a^ainll  them  by  the  abolitioniihs  ?  I  conicfs  no  crime,  i 
acknowledge  no  error,  and  plead  guiltlels  of  every  charge 
for  my  concern  in  this  trade.  Again,  I  aik,  where  the 
friends  of  this  bill  mean  to  Hop  ?  I  allc  them  to  whatyro- 
mantic  projedls  their  zeal  will  conduct  tiiem  ?  Do  tney 
mean  that  their  decilion  on  this  bill  ihould  put  tne  qucA.- 
tion  at  reft  ?  Is  there  to  be  no  further  intrufion  on  the 
interefts  of  the  Weft  Indies  ?  Is  not  the  alarm  bell  of 
innovation  to  be  iiicefTantly  ringing  in  the  ears^oi  tlieie 
unfortunate  parties  ?  Have  they  not  heard  a  nobleman  oi 
the  higheft  conneaions  announce  fcmetlving^  like  his  in¬ 
tention  to  elFehl  the  emancipation  of  the  fiaves  in  the 
Weft  Indies  ?  (alluding  to  a  propofition  of  Lord  Percy’s.) 

“  Perhaps  it  woukriiave  been  riglit  to  lyave  admitted 
this  bill  to  proceed  in  lilence,  and  tojaave  allowed  our 
property  to  be  facriliced  to  the  enthuiiaim  oi  the  times, 

I  am  not,  liov/ever,  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  io,  and 
I  fhall  not  walk,  as  I  may  do  through  the  empire,  wuth  my 
bag  upon  my  back,  without  giving  fome  rdiftancc,  however 
feeble  and  inefteclual,  to  the  caufe  of  my  inisfortunes. 

If  I  have  faid  to-night  what  is  rather  the  dictate  of 
"ivarrnth  and  paOion,  than  of  reaiou  and  tiuth,  I 
be  forry  for  it  to-morrow  ;  and  I  hope  the  liouie  in  ifs^ 
candour  will  contemplate  it  as  the  lalt  eftoit  in  lavoui  of 


an  expiring  friend.’’ 


«■  Sir  Philip  Fraxcis.— “  Sir,  I  believe  no  mem’oer 
bas  a  right  to  allude  to  any  fpeeclr  wLich  was  made  on 
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a  former  night.  I  did  never  fay  or  think,  that  on  the 
fcoie  of  tins  tran-iadfion  the  merchants  and  proprietors  In 
the  tiiide  weie  to  be  placed  out  of  the  protection  of  the 
law :  never  did  I  utter  fuch  a  thing.  Now  for  what  I 
Ctid  fay,  and  to  wdiich  I  adhere  to  this  moment.  I 
averted,  tnat  it  was  a  queftion  of  compenfation  for  a 
fuppofed  lofs,  and  that  the  claim  was  put  in,  in  this  ftage 
of  the  proceeding,  in  order  to  bind  parliament  to  make 
compenfation  for  future  loiTes ;  and  I  do  fay  that  I  never 
would  become  a  party  to  bind  the  Houfe  to  that  pro- 
pofition.  My  propofition  was  this,  that  no  man  engaged 
in  trade  or  tranfaClions  of  any  kind,  which  the  Houfe  has 
declared  to  be  contrary  to  humanity,  juftice,  and  found 
policy,  can  have  any  claim  on  the  legiflature  of  the  coun¬ 
try  for  compenfation.  There  never  can  be  a  juft  claim 
for  compenfation  for  being  deprived  of  the  profits  of  any 
trarifaCiions  whicli  have  been  declared  of  a  nature  con¬ 
trary  to  juftice,  humanity,  and  found  policy.  That  is  all 
I  faid,  and  to  that,  as  a  general  propofttion,  I  adhere. 

If  you  hinder  me  from  doing  inch  and  fuch  a  thinp- 
which  is  criminal,  am  I  to  expeCl  that  you  will  give  me 
a  compenfation  for  not  continuing  to  pradife  that  crime 
I  ftated  that  as  a  general  propofition,  and  I  ftill  adhere 
to  it;  how  far  it  applies  to  the  cafe  of  the  Weft  India 
planters  or  merchants,  I  do  not  fay. 

But  the  honourable  gentleman  introduced  the  cafe 
of  the  ifland  of  irinidad,  and  tliere  I  went  a  little  fur¬ 
ther,  for  I  admit  that  the  other  idands  might,  perhaps, 
by  poftibility,  have  fome  claim  to  compenfation,  but  I 
think  that  no  riglit  of  that  kind  can  apply  to  the  people 
who  have  lately  fettled  in  Trinidad  ;  for  whatever  they 
engaged  in  has  been  with  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  intention  of  the  Houfe  ;  they  have  not  long 
placed  thernfelves  there,  and  I  think  therefore  that  they 
are  the  laft  of  all  who  ftiould  come  before  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain.  Whatever  they  did,  they  could  not 
pretend  to  fay  there  had  been  a  long  prefeription  or  con¬ 
nivance  in  favour  of  the  trade,  but  on  the  contrary  moft 
of  their  engagements  and  fehemes  w^ere  entered  into  and 
undertaken  fince  the  refolution  was  paffed  within  thefe 
walls,  that  at  fuch  a  time  the  trade  fliould  be  aboliftied. 

And 


'I 
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And  if  they  fhoiild  be  advifed  to  appear  for  compenfatiorij 
'^as  I  do  not  think  they  will,  I  fhall  think  it  a  fiilhcient 
anfwer  to  their  claims  to  fay, 'that  they  did  this  at  their 
own  peril,  with  their  eyes  open,  and  then  the  reply  will 
be  completed,  by  reading  to  them  the  refolution  of  the 
Houfe  which  was  palled. 

Though,  Sir,  I  would  not  admit  the  general  claim 
for  compenfation,  I  did  not  mean  to  give  an  univerfal 
negative  to  it,  as  there  might  be  fome  circumfiances 
which  might  poflibly  give  rife  to  a  well  founded  demand 5 
when  fuch  a  cafe  fliall  be  made  out,  I  {hail  be  found  as 
ready  as  any  man  to  give  relief.'’ 

I  II  I  I  —I 

Mr.  Littleton.—*^  Sir,  many  admirable  fpecches 
have  been  made  during  the  courfe  of  this  debate ;  • 

fpeeches,  which  the  warmefi:  feelings,  and  rnoft  generous 
fentiments  have  prompted  •,  and  it  is  moft  gratifying  to 
obferve,  by  what  great  and  commanding  majorities  the 
meafure  has  been  carried  through  every  ftage.^  Under 
fuch  circumfiances,  I  cannot  but  think  that  it  would 
argue  the  moll  prefumptive  condudl  in  me  to  prefent  old 
arguments  before  employed,  or  by  what  I  fliali  fay  per- 
^haps  (liike  out  the  rccolledion  of  that  which  has  been 
fo  frequently  and  fo  ably  urged.  A  few  of  the  principal 
arguments  I  will  beg  leave  to  mention,  which  appear  to 
me  to  be  coeclufive  on  the  point.  I  had  hopes.  Sir. 
that  it  would  have  been  agreed  on  all  Tides,  that  the  Slave 
Trade  was  an  enormous  and  intolerable  burden  5  but  in- 
flead  of  this  we  are  told,  that  the  condition  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  is  moft  enviable.  Such  a  propofition  is  too  mon- 
flrous  to  be  credited,  and  alrnoR:  too  abfurd  to  be  liftened 
to.  Is  it  to  be  faid  for  a  moment,  that  thofe  who  un¬ 
dergo  the  fevereft  changes,  and  fulFer  the  moft  miferable 
fervitude,  are^the  happieft  ? 

I  will  not  trefpafs  upon  the  patience  of  the  Houfe 
by  adverting  to  fuch  fubjedls,  or  by  treating  them  with 
any  thing  but  contempt.  When  we  have  fuch  ftate- 
inents  made,  is  it  poftible  that  we  fhould  hefitate  for  a 
moment  to  declare,  that  this  trade  is  moft  unjuft  ;  and 
it  will  never  be  a  fubjedb  of  regret  with  me,  that  the  pre¬ 
amble  of  the  bill  declares  that  it  is  fo. 
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}}  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  impoffible  that 
Ihou  d  make  a  compromife  with  the  Weft  India  planters 
on  this  occafion.  We  know,  Sir,  that  when  we  are 
threatened  by  the  dreadful  confequences  of  which  ho- 
iioura  le  members  tell  us,  thefe  are  not  derived  from  a 
ipint  of  prophefy,  but  merely  arife  from  the  defire  of 
giving  oppofition  to  the  meafure  before  the  Houfe.  To 
me,  I  confefs,^  the  queftion  appears  to  lie  in  a  very  fmail 
compafs,  for  it  has  been  proved  long  ago,  that  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  iflands,  in  fome  cafes,  has  not  decreafed, 
but  increafed,  and  the  only  reafon  for  the  decreafe  is,  that  it 
'has  been  the  eftea;  of  tyranny,  for  the  moft  ungenial  cli¬ 
mate  never  produced  fuch  a  diminution  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  and  therefore  we  may  fairly  prefume,  that  it 
proceeds  in  the  Weft  Indies  from  hardfhip. 

But  we  are  threatened  by  thofe  who  have  fpoken 
againft  the  bill  with  infurredions  in  our  colonies,  from 
the  ftrong  expreffions  in  its  preamble.  To  that  argument, 
8ir,  a  fufficient  anfwer  has  already  been  given.  Much 
has  been  faid  likewife  on  the  manner  in  which  this  quef¬ 
tion  has  been  treated.  We  have  been  told  that  the  fub- 
je61:  has  been  urged  with  great  want  of  candour  :  although 
it  has  now  been  above  twenty  years  under  the  confider- 
ation  of  Parliament,  yet  they  fay  it  has  not  been  fuf- 
hciently  ftated.  Another  fubje61:  which  has  fallen  under 
the  obfervation  of  the  oppofite  fide,  and  which  has  been 
cenfured  by  them  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  is,  the  popular 
feeling  ^  but  I  think  it  will  be  allowed  by  all  parties, 
that  there  ^re  cafes  in  which  the  popular  feelino-  is 
to  be  confulted,  for  it  feems  to  be  implanted  in^the 
breafts  of  all  mankind,  for  the  beft  of  purpofes.  It  is 
that  which  leads  them  to  fliake  the  unweildy  pillars  of 
an  overgrown  and  oppreftive  government,  and  to  under¬ 
mine,  the  foundations  by  which  a  ftate  of  tyranny  is  fup- 
ported. 

“  Under  thefe  impreflions,  cannot  eafily  believe  that 
the  confequences  fuppofed  will  actually  take  place,  or 
that  they  are  in  fad  to  be  dreaded  5  and  I  fhall  give 
my  vote  in  favour  of  the  abolition,  while  I  do  fo,  not 
doubting  that  the  Legiflature  has  properly  confidered  the 
profperity  and  welfare  of  the  colonies  j  for  it  has  been 
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correaiy  faid,  tliat  true  happinefs  depends  not  only  upon 
the  poffeffion  of  enjoyment  ourfelves,  but  alfo  upon  tne 
difFafion  of  it  to  others.” 


Mr.  Henry  Thornton. — ‘‘Having  been,  in  feme 
degree,  a  fellow-labourer  with  my  honourable  fyiend 
(Mr.  Wilberforce)  in  this  great  caufe,  I  am  unwiiiiiig 
to  let  the  prefentbill  proceed  to  its  laft  ftage  without  re- 
quelling  permiiTion  to  trouble  the  Houfe  upon  tke  iub- 
iea  *,  and  as  I  confider  the  fuccefs  of  the  bill  as  fure,  1 
fhall  endeavour  chiefly  to  touch  on  thofe  topics  on  which 
it  may  be  mod  ufeful  to  infill  under  our  prefent  circum- 
ftances.  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hibbert) 
whom  I  rofe  to  anfwer,  and  to  whom  I  would  now  more 
particularly  addrefs  myfelf,  appears  to  me  to  have  thrown 
together  a  few  defultory  remarks  rather  than  to  have  dii- 
cufied  the  leading  charadlers  of  the  meafure.  Whether 
Leo  Africanus,  m  thofe  writings  which  he  left  fome  cen¬ 
turies  ago,  expreffed  himfelf  favourably  or  unfavourably 
as  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  (a  point  on  which 
I  apprehend  that  little  is  to  be  faid  on  either  ^  fide)  or 
whether  even  Mr.  Parke  was  for  or  againll  it,  is  in  my 
mind  of  no  great  importance.  It  furely  becomes  us  who 
are  legiflators  to  reafon  indeed  upon  their  fadls,  but  to 
exercife  our  own  judgment.  In  this  place,  however,  it 
occurs  to  me  to  remark,  that  in  converfing,  as  I  once 
did,  with  Mr.  Parke,  upon  this  fubjedl,  he  obferved  to 
me,  that  he  conceived  himfelf  not  called  upon  to  treat  of 
the  morality  of  the  trade  in  Haves  in  writing  his  book  ; 
but  that  undoubtedly  he  confidered  it  as  a  queflion  which 
could  not  bear  a  moment’s  argument  on  any  ground^ 

either  of  humanity  or  juftice. 

“  I  am  fanguine  enough.  Sir,  to  expedl  great  good 
from  this  meafure  both  to  Africa  and  to  the  W^efl  Indies. 
It  wih  open,  as  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  PIenry  Petty) 
exprefled  it,  the  only  wide  door  to  the  civilization  of 
Africa,  and  in  my  conception,  it  will,  in  the  long  run, 
be  fcarcely  lefs  feryiceable  to  the  Weft  Indies.  And 
here  I  would  particularly  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  Weft  India 
gentlemen,  for,  though  undoubtedly,  I  have  been  much 

more  familiar  with  the  African  part  of  the  queftion  than 
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;^th  any  other,  I  conceive  that  the  difcufl'.on  of  the 
elt  Indian  blanch  of  it  may  be  peculiarly  ufeful  It 
may  tend  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  Weft  India  gentle- 

they  muft  now  fee  to  be  inevi¬ 
table,  and  may  luggeft  the  means  of  following  up  that 

mealure,  and  promotmg  the  final  benefits  intended  by  it. 

0°"^  i’"  conciliate  them  to  the  meafure,  I 

XV  our  interference  in  thefe  interefts  of  the 

eft  In.,ian  colonies  is  not  juftified  by  the  fame  meat  and 
pneral^  principles  which  leads  us  to  provide  for^the  wel- 
^aie  oi  all  our  foreign  pofllftlions  and  eftablilhments. 
VVe  are  a  country  which  Itands  oppofed  to  a  great  conti¬ 
nental  power,  and  wc  muft  derive  the  hope  of  forming  a 
balance  againft  that  power  chiefly  from  the  ftrength  of 
our  colonies.  VVe  ought  then  to  place  our  colonies  on  a 
looting  of  the  greateft  poffible  lecuvity  and  permanence. 
In  the  infancy  of  colonial  fettiements,  m.any  an  evil  inci¬ 
dent  to  them  efcapes  our  obfervation,  but  when  they 
grow  confiderable  thole  evils  aifo  encreafe,  and  our  atten¬ 
tion  IS  naturally  awakened  It  has  accordingly  happened, 
that  in  the  Kalt  Indies,  where  great  abufes  at  one  time 
prevailed,  very  important  reforms  have  been  eftabliftied. 
We  have  lately  rendered  permanent  the  rights  to  the  foil 
enjoyed  by  the  native  Zemindar  or  laiMt  owner.  VVe 
have  fixed  the  utinoft  amount  of  his  land-tax  or  rent. 
We  nave  added  regulations  in  favour  of  the  native 
labourer  or  cultivator,  with  the  view  of  fecuring  him 
from  the  opprciiion  of  Ins  immediate  fuperior.  We  have 
alio  eftablifhed  a  purer  ad  niniftraiion  of  jullice.  By  thus 
improving  the  happinefs  of  the  natives  of  thofe  e.\tenfive 
territories,  wnich  is  undoubtedly  our  great  and  paramount 
duty  as  a  prefiding  legiflatuie,  we  have  both  added  to  the 

fecurity  of  thofe  policifions,  and  have  improved  our  title 
to  them. 

“  In  Ireland  alfo  we  have  endeavoured  and  are  endea¬ 
vouring  (it  matters  little  to  the  prefent  queftion  with 
what  degree  of  wifdom  or  fuccefs)  to  improve  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  population,  and  thus  to  add 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  empire.  In  our  own  country  too^ 
an  honourable  gentleman  of  weight  and  refpedability, 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  is  fuggeiling  meafures  not  only  for 

the 
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the  amendment  of  our  poor  laws,  but  for  the  general  ele¬ 
vation  of  the  charadler  of  our  common  people.^  Can 
then  the  Weft  India  gentlemen  be  furprized  if  parliament 
fhould  have  an  eye  to  the  ftate  alfo  of  fociety  in  the 
W^eft  Indies.  Will  they  fay  that  the  fyftem  is  there  fo 
perfea,  that  the  due  gradations  of  rank  are  fo  w^ell  efta- 
Wifhed,  that  the  principles  recommended  by  the  beft 
writt'rs  on  political  oeconomy  are  fo  exemplihed,  and  the 
bappinefs  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  population  (the  objea 
which,  as  I  faid  before,  ought  ever  to  be  the  primary  con- 
fideration  of  a  legiflature)  is  fo  efFedlually  provided  for, 
that  nothing  remains  to  be  done  in  this  refpedl  in  our 
Weft  India  fettlements. 

1  will  proceed  to  touch  briefly  on  a  few  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  charadters  of  the  prefent  Weft  Indian  flavery.^  I 
garee  generally  with  the  horourable  gentleman  behind 
me,  (:vlr.  Littleton)  that  it  is  a  fyftem  probably  more 
fevere  than  ever  before  prevailed  in  any  part  of  the  known 
wmrld.  I  wifti,  however,  to  enter  into  fome  detail  of 
fads  in  fupport  of  this  general  afTertion,  and  to  join  iflue 
with  Weft  Indian  gentlemen  on  this  particular  fubjedl. 
And  firft,  Sir,  I  w^ould  remark  that  the  Weft  Indian 
flave  is  called  to  his  labour  an  hour  before  funrife, 
v/hich  he  leaves  an  hour  after  funfet,  having  an  inter¬ 
val,  as  I  underftand,  of  only  about  tw^o  hours  refpite 
for  his  meals,  and  that,  he  has  no  exemption  from  the 
neceflity  of  <  labouring  on  Sundays  *,  and  that  in  crop 
timie,  which  occupies  a  large  portion  of  the  year,  his 
hours  of  labour  are  confiderably  more,  four  or  five  hours 
only  being  allow^ed  for  fleep  during  much  of  this  period. 
The  frame  of  man  does  not  allow  of  a  degree  of  labour 
fuch  as  this  in  tropical  climates.  There  the  earth  readily 
yields  its  produce,  but  the  human  body  is  incapable  of  the 
fame  exeraon  as  in  colder  countries. 

The  next  circumftance  which  I  fliall  ftate  will  ferve 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  preceding  remark.  The  Weft 
Indian  flave  works  under  the  whip*  I  wifh  that  fome  gen¬ 
tleman  acquainted  with  the  Weft  Indies  would  furnifh  us 
with  an  accurate  defeription  of  the  meaning  of  this  term. 
I  underftand  by  it,  that  a  black  perfon  attends  every  gang 
of  negroes  in  the  field,  having  a  large  whip  not  lefs 
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powerful  than  our  cart  whip,  either  in  his  hand  or  coiled 
*<)Lnd  his  neck,  to  the  occafional  ftroke  of  which  whip 
all  the  working  flaves  are  fubjed.  Old  and  young,  males 
rti'.d  femaies,  girls  of  a  fomewhat  tender  a^e,  and  women 
in  a  ilate  of  pregnancy,  with  the  exception,  ipdeed,  as  I 
have  iinderhood,  of  commonly  two  months  freedom  from 
field  labour  antecedently  to  their  delivery,  but  of  only 
one  month  s  exemption  m  the  cafe  of  the  flaves  of  an 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fullfk,  who  mentioned 
tiits  exemption  of  one  month  granted  to  hrs  pregnant 
fiaves  in  proof  of  the  peculiar  humanity  of  his  particular 
iyftem.  I  do  not  fay  that  this  whip  is  conftanliy  or  even 
frequently  applied.  I  affirm,  however,  that  all  are  liable 
to  it.  The  cattle  in  this  country  which  are  worked  under 
the  whip  do  not  neceffiariiy  feel  it.  Much  depends  on  the 
temper  of  the  perfon  Living  command  over  them.  So  is 
it  with  the  fiaves  in  the  Weil  indies.  What  I  affiert  is, 
that  they  occarionally  feel  the  whip,  that  it  is  allowed  to 
be  employed  at  the  diredion  of  the  mere  driver,  in  order 
to  quicken  diligence,  and  is  not  reforted  to  merely  in  the 
way  of  piinifliment  after  an  offence  committed  and  rep;u- 
lady  hea\*d  and  decided  upon  by  the  white  overffier  of  the 
eidate.  Now,  is  this  the  cale,  Sir,  or  has  it  ever  been  the 
cafe  under  any  other  fpecies  of  fiavery  ?  Is  it  the  cafe  in 
Africa  t  Far  from  it.  There  the  fiaves  in  general  labour 
only  occafionally  ^  and  as  we  are  affiured,"  both  by  Mi% 
Parke  and  others,  are  fcarcely  dihinguifhable  from  their 
mauers  ;  yet  it  has  been  afiumed,  that  becaufe  the  fame 
man  may  have  been  a  flave  in  Africa,  there  is  no  hard- 
fclp  in  converting  him  into  a'fiave  under  the  ¥/eft  Indian 
iyflem.  The  very  ufe  of  the  whip,  and  the  general  fyftem' 
of  coercion,  which  is  pleaded  for  as  fo  neceffiary  in  the 
Well  Indies,  prove  that  the  flave  had  not  been  accuftomed 
to  the  fame  feverity  of  labour  in  his  native  country.  This 
pradiceof  working  under  the  whip  was  totally  unknown, 
as  I  conceive,  under  the  fyftem  of  Grecian  and  Roman 
flavery. 

Again,  as  to  civil  right,  the  Weft  Indian  flave,  I 
fay,  has  none,  Fle  is  in  the  eye  of  the  law  not  a  perfon, 
but  a  thing ;  he  may  be  the  JnhjeB  of  contraiT,  but  he 
^aniiot  cither  contraft  or  be  contrafled  with.  Of  pro- 
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perty,  legally  fpealcing,  he  can  have  none.  I  am  aware, 
that  through  the  forbearance  and  humanity  of  particular 
mailers,  a  Have  may  have  the  aClual  pofTefTion  and  ufe  of 
property.  He  has,  however,  nothing  like  that  pecuilum 
v/hich  the  Roman  law  alTured  to  the  Roman  Haves. 
The  property  which  he  has  may  be  feized  in  order  to 
diicliarge  the  debts  of  his  mafler.  Both  he  himfeli,  in¬ 
deed,  and  his  property,  may  be  fold  together  for  the  fatis- 
faaion  of  the  mailer’s  creditor.  He  may  be  torn  from  all 
his  coiineaions,  as  well  as  from  the  little  houfe  and  furnh 
ture  which  he  had  occupied,  and  may  be  transferred  to  a. 
new  place  and  new  mafler,,  as  indeed,  the  Have  often  is, 
cxadlly  after  the  manner  of  goods  or  cattle  taxeii  in 
execution. 

In  refpedl  to  the  criminal  code  of  the  iflands,  I  ad¬ 
mit,  that  in  fome  refpe<fls,  it  is  more  favourable  to  tlie 
Have  than  that  of  ancient  times.  The  mailer  un¬ 
doubtedly  has  not  the  power  of  life  and  death,  nor  of 
maiming  or  mutilating  his  ilave,  nor  of  infiidling  more 
than  a  certain  quantity  of  puniihment.  When,  however, 
the  difference  of  colour  is  taken  into  contemplation,  a 
difference  which  leads  to  a  contempt  of  the  ilave  un¬ 
known  in  the  early  ages,  and  when  it  is  confidered  alfo, 
that  no  black  man  is  admitted  as  evidence  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  that  the  negroes  conflitute  almoil  the  whole 
population  in  moil  of  the  places  in  which  they  live,  every 
gentleman,  as  I  think,  muff  fee  that  the  criminal  lav/s  in 
favo^ir  of  the  Have  can  be  little  more  than  a  name,  the  v/ant 
of  all  pcifiibility  |of  banging  forward  evidence  operating, 
as  I  underhand,  not  in  nine  cafes  only  out  of  ten,  but  m 
forty-nine  out  of  fifty,  or  in  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred. 

On  the  moral  degradation  of  the  negroe  ilave,  on 
the  total  want  of  a  legal  provifion  for  his  religious  in- 
ftrudlion,  on  the  negledl  of  the  inilitution  of  marriage, 
and  on  all  the  concomitant  evils,  it  is  unneceffary  to 
dwell,  fince  thefe  are  allowed  and  well  known.  I  now 
return  therefore  to  the  obfervation  v/hich  I  before  made. 
I  aik  whether  this  is  not  a  fyilem  of  ilavery  more  feverely 
operating  on  thofe  who  are  fubjedl  to  it,  than  any  which 
has  been  before  known  in  the  world  ?  I  do  not  accufe  the 
Well  Indian  gentleman  of  particular  inhumanity.  I  am 
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of  opinion,  that  the  ancient  mafters  much  exceeded  then^ 
in  ads  of  individual  barbarity.  This  is  a  lefs  cruel,  but 
it  is  alfo  a  more  calculating  age.  The  feverity  of  th^ 
Weft  Indian  flavery  arifes  out  of  the  commercral’  fpirit. 
The  have  is  employed  in  a  fpecies  of  manufa^ure.* 
ougar,  m  particular,  is  an  article  which  it  requires  much 
labour  to  produce,  and  the  profit -on  the  fpeculation  de¬ 
pends  upon  tne  excefs  of  the  price  of  the  commodity 
created  ^bove  thofe  high  charges  which  are  neceflary  to 
the  creation  of  it.  Every  having  effeded  in  the  rate  of 
thefe  heavy  charges  is  therefore  of  great  importance  in 
the  fpeculation,  and  the  feverity  of  the  labour  feems  to 
refult  out  of  this  circumftance.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Roman  Have,  who  was  employed  on  the  pafture  or  arable 
land  of  a  mailer  v/hofe  rents  in  any  cafe  would  be  confi- 
derable,  could  be  allowed  fome  relaxation  of  his  toil,  and 
hence,  probably,  though  the  particular  cruelties  might  be 
more  fhocklng,  the  ordinary  preiTure  would  be  lefs  confi- 
derable.  It  is  the  fyflem  therefore  of  which  I  complain^ 
and  of  the  unqueftionable  hardihip  of  the  fyftem  can  there 
be  a  greater  proof  than  is  given  by  that  aifertion  of  our 
opponents  themfelves,  namely,  that  the  llaves  cannot 
maintain  their  numbers 

^  “  Of  the  tendency  of  this  bill  then  to  improve  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  flaves,  I  can  have  no  doubt.  When  the  fur¬ 
ther  fupply  of  flaves  fliall  be  prohibited,  the  planters  will 
be  compelled  to  take  more  care  of  thofe  whom  they  already 
have.  All  this  is  according  to  the  common  principles  of 
human  nature;  and  I  am  remarkably  fortified  in  my  fup- 
pofition  by  the  paft  experience  of  the  world.  Slavery, 
Sir,  as  we  all  know,  prevailed  in  a  very  great  degree  in  the 
Roman  world,  but  within  a  few  ages  after  the  Chriftian 
aera  it  gradually  difappeared.  The  extinjTion  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  flavery  is  to  be  aferibed  chiefly  to  the  circumftance  of 
the  world  having  come  for  the  molt  part  under  one  mafter, 
and  to  the  confequent  ceflation  of  thofe  wars  v/hich  had 
furniflied  the  fupply  of  the  Roman  flave  market.  This 
privation  of  the  fupply  led  to  the  melioration  of  their  con¬ 
dition  much  in  the  fame  manner  in  which  I  truft  that  the 
privation  of  the  African  fupply  will  lead  to  the  meliora¬ 
tion  of  the  condition  of  our  flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies.  But 
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in  order  that  I  may  not  be  thought  to  fpeak  without  fuffi* 
cient  authorities  upon  this  point,  I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  read 
a  palTage  from  a  modern  author,  defcriptive  of  the  circum- 
ftance  in  queftion,  an  author,  who  having  written  antece¬ 
dently  to  the  defcriptioii  of  this  fubjedl,  cannot  be  fufpe£fed 
of  any  particular  prejudice  on  the  fide  of  my  opinions# 
[Mr.  H.  Thornton  then  proceeded  to  read  the  follow* 
ing  pafiage  from  Gibbon^s  Roman  Hiftory.] 

But/’  (fays  this  author)  there  ftill  remained  in  the 
centre  of  every  province,  and  of  every  family,  an  unhappy 
condition  of  men  who  endured  the  weight,  without  fharing 
the  benefits  of  fociety.  In  the  free  dates  of  antiquity,  the 
domeftic  (laves  were  expofed  to  the  wanton  rigour  of  def- 
potifm.  The  perfedl  fettlement  of  the  Roman  empire 
was  preceded  by  ages  of  violence  and  rapine.  The  (laves 
confided,  for  the  mod  part,  of  barbarian  captives,  taken  in 
thoufands  by  the  chance  of  war,  purchafed  at  a  vile  price, 
accudomed  to  a  life  of  independence,  and  impatient  to 
break.and  to  revenge  their  fetters.  Againd  fuch  internal 
enemies,  whofe  defperate  infurre«dlons  had  more  than  once 
reduced  the  republic  to  the  brink  of  dedrudlion,  the  mod 
fevere  regulations,  and  the  mod  cruel  treatment  feemed 
almod  judified  by  the  great  law  of  felf-prefervation.  But 
when  the  principal  natives  of  Europe ^  AJta^  and  Africa ^ 
were  imited  imder  the  laws  of  one  Sovereign^  the  fource  of 
foreign  fupplies  flowed  with  much  lefs  abundance^  and  the 
Romans  we>  e  reduced  to  the  milder^  but  more  tedious  method 
of  propagation.  In  their  numerous  families,  and  particu- 
larly  in' their  country  edates,  they  encouraged '  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  their  (laves.  The  fentiments  of  nature,  the  ha¬ 
bits  of  education,  and  the  polTefiion  of  a  dependent  fpe- 
cies  of  property,  contributed  to  alleviate  the  hardfhips  of 
fervitude.  The  exidence  of  a  (lave  became  an  objeid  of 
greater,  value,  and  though  his  happinefs  dill  depended  on 
the  temper  and  circumdances  of  the  mader,  the  humanity 
of  the  latter,  indead  of  being  redrained  by  fear,  was  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  fenfe  of  his  own  intered.  The  jurifdic- 
tlon  of  life  and  death  over  the  (laves,  a  power  long  ex- 
ercifed  and  often  abufed,  was  taken  out  of  private  hands 
and  referved  to  the  magidrates  alone.  The  fubterraneous 
prifons  were  abolilbed,  and  upon  a  jud  complaint  of  in- 
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tolerable  treatment,  the  injured  lli^ve  obtained  either  his 
deliverance  or  a  ids  cruel  mafter  Hope,  the  beft  com¬ 
fort  of  our  imperfea:  condition,  was  not  denied  to  the 
Roman  have  j  and  if  he  had  any  opportunity  of  render- 
ing  himfelf  cither  ufeful  or  agreeable,  he  might  very 
naturally  expert,  that  the  diligence  and  fidelity  of  a  few 
years,  would  be  rewarded  with  the  ineilimable  gift  of 
freedom.  The  freemen,  however,  obtained  at  firft  no 
.more  than  the  private  rights  of  citizens,  and  were  ori¬ 
ginally  excluded  from  civil  or  military  honours,  nor 
were  the  traces  of  a  fervile  origin  allowed  .to  be  com¬ 
pletely  obliterated,  till  the  third  or  fourth  generation/’ 

“  And  now.  Sir,  I  alk  whether  this  is  mere  theory. 
We  are  called  theorifts  ;  and  yet  I  will  venture  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  we  ground  our  reafoning  from  firft  to  iaffc, 
either  on  the  known  and  broad  principles  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  or  on  doctrines  univerfally  admitted,  or  on  the 
evidence  of  hiftory  and  general  experience,  while  our 
opponents  chiefly  reft  their  caufe  on  defuliory  obferva- 
tions  and  infulated  fadfs.  Is  it  theory  to  fay  that  if  men 
decreafe  in  numbers,  in  a  climate  congenial  to  them, 
fome  ill  ufage  is  to  be  prefumed  ?  I»  it  theory  to  affirm, 
that  a  milder  treatment  will  conduce  to  an  augmentation 
of  their  numbers  ?  Or  is  it  theory  to  obferve,  as  Mr. 
Gibbon  has  obferved,  that  the  limitation  of  the  fupply  of 
Haves  will  conduce  to  a  milder  treatment  ^  Truths  of 
this  kind  ought  to  be  laid  up  in  the  mind  of  every  legif- 
lator,  and  we  are  not  qualified  for  our  political  duties  if 
we  are  unprovided  with  maxims  like  thefe,  or  are  afraid 
to  adf  upon  them.  Again,  Sir,  we  fay,  that  Africans 
are  men,  and,  as  fuch,  are  capable  of  civilization. 
That  part  of  our  race,  which  has  been  deftitute  of  all 
advantages  of  education,  prefents*  an  appearance  of  ig¬ 
norance,  wffiich  thofe,  who  have  not  confidered  the  fub- 
jedf,  are  very  apt  to  miftake  for  incapacity.  Our  op¬ 
ponents  have  fallen  into  this  error,  but  the  Africani,  as 
.we  affirm,  have  not  had  their  fair  chance  •,  and  it  may 
perhaps  be  ufeful  now  to  ftate,  briefly,  the  circumftances 
which  feem  to  have  hitherto  kept  down  the  African  con¬ 
tinent  fo  much  below  the  level  of  the  other  great  quarters 
of  the  world.  Here  indeed  I  feel  that  I  am,  going  to  be 
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guilty  of  feme  plaglarifm  from  a  work  of  my  honourable 
friend,  (Mr.  Wilberforce.)  The  point,  however,  is 
one  which  it  is  fo  ufeful  to  make  known,  that  I  fhall , 
offer  no  apology  to  him  for  poffibly  anticipating  what  he 
will  much  better  defcribe.  Civilization,  I  proceed  then  • 
to  obferve.  Sir,  has  always  been  promoted  in  the  world 
chiefly  by  the  communication  of  light  from  a  civilized  to 
a  barbarous  people.  It  has  made  fcarcely  any  progrefs, 
when  the  knowledge  of  one  generation  has  merely  been 
improved  upon  by  its  succefibrs,  without  the  benefit  of 
foreign  aid.  Thus  the  Greeks  borrowed  from  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  or  Phoenicians,  the  Romans  from  the  Greeks,  and 
Europe  was  civilized  by  being  made  fubje6f  to  the  Roman 
power.  It  was  thus  that  our  own  knowledge  of  arts 
and  fciences  was  acquired  ;  and  when  the  Mahometan 
power  arofe,  and  extended  itfelf  towards  the  north,  it 
found  in  Europe  a  people  antecedently  civilized  by  the 
Romans,  and  the  conquerors  therefore  were,  in  that 
quarter,  infl:ru(Ted  in  the  arts  by  the  men  whom  they 
fubdued.  But  when  the  fame  power  made  its  way  to¬ 
wards  the  fouth,  an  uncivilized  people  were  fubje^fed  to 
a  nation  almoft  equally  rude,  and  thus  the  northern 
tribes  of  Africa  did  not  partake  of  the  civilization  of 
Europe.  The  Adahometan  conquerors  were  alfo  checked 
in  their  progrefs  by  the  great  defart.  A  little  light, 
however,  broke  into  the  continent  of  Africa  through  the 
medium  of  the  Mahometans  *,  for  it  is  remarkable  that, 
at  this  time,  the  African  tribes,  which  are  the  moft  ad¬ 
vanced  in  knowledge,  profefs  the  Mahomedan  religion, 
It  might  feem  reafonable  to  expedl,  that  the  civilization, 
which  was  thus  hindered  from  entering  freely  by  the 
north,  would  penetrate  into  Africa  through  the  coaft, 
during  the  intercourfe  of  more  than  a  hundred  years. 
But  what  means  of  knowledge  have  we  communicated 
through  that  quarter  ?  Who  are  the  perfons  whom  we 
have  planted  upon  her  Ihores  ?  They  have  been  mere 
flave  factors,  or  flave  captains  5  the  mates,  perhaps,  of 
Have  Ihips,  or  perfons  below  the  rank  of  mates ;  the 
word  refuge  of  our  fociety  ;  many  of  them  men  who 
preferred  African  manners  to  the  more  reftrained  habitSt 
of  this  country,  and  had  no  higher  ambition  than  to  carry 

2  F  a  on 


V 


(  228  ) 

on  a  trade  in  their  fellow  creatures.  Are  v/e  then  en¬ 
titled,  under  fuch  circumflances,  to  fay,  that  Africa  is 
incapable  of  civilization  ? 

And  here  I  am  led  to  touch  upon  that  branch  of  this 
queftion,  which  is  much  the  moft  familiar  to  me,  I  mean 
the  African  part  Oi  it.  I  will  not,  however,  detain  the 
Houfe  by  much  difcuffion  of  it.  I  fhall  chiefly  obferve^ 
that  fo  far  as  my  knowledge  of  Africa  extends,  flaves 
are  generally  procured,  not  by  means  which  can,  in  any 
ftnfe,  be  termed  honeft  or  legitimate,  but  by  thofe  which 
are  the  moft  corrupt  and  mifchievous.  Debts  may  feem 
a  fair  fource  cf  flavery  •,  but  when  it  is  confldered  how 
fyftematicaily  men  are  invited  to  involve  themfelves  in 
debt,  ill  order  to  juftify  the  feizure  of  their  perfons,  and 
indeed  alfo  the  perfons  of  all  their  connedfions  and  de¬ 
pendents,  the  evils  with  which  this  principle  of  fiezino- 
for  debt  is  pregnant  become  very  ftriking.  Crimes  may 
be  thought  a  fair  ground,  but  the  crimes  are  imputed 
with  a  view  to  the  profit  on  the  convidion.  Wars  may 
be  deemed  a  legitimate  fource  of  flavery,  but  the  Slave 
Trade  alfo  produces  the  wars,  which  are  made  the  jufti- 
fication  of  it.  I  do  not  deny  that  there  are  many  African 
wars  which,  by  no  means,  originate  in  the  Slave  Trade. 
Thofe  wars,  hov/ever,  which  the  common  pailions  of 
men  have  excited,  feldom  fail  to  be  extended  byit.^^  [Mr. 
T*  here  read  fome  paflages  in  a  letter  of  Mr.  Ludlam, 
Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  in  wLich  that  gentleman 
deferibes  an  extenfive  feene  of  defolation,  verj  recently 
produced  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Sherbro  to  the 
fouth  of  Sierra  Leone,  by  a  war  between  the  king  of 
that  country  and  the  proprietor  of  the  Ifle  of  Bananas  j 
and  though  the  w'ar  had  at  firfl  refpedled  a  difputed 
territory,  the  prodigious  depopu  ation  was  fliewn  to  have- 
been  occafioned  by  the  temptation  which  had  continually 
prefented  itfelf,  to  purfue  holtilities  for  the  fake  of  the 
profit  of  making  captives.] 

“  When,  therefore,  (continued  Mr.  Thornton,)  I 
contemplate  the  characSler  of  this  commerce,  I  feel  com¬ 
pelled  to  fay,  as  I  once  before  obferved  in  this  Houfe> 
that  I  view'  it  in  the  light  not  fo  much  of  a  trade  as  of 
crime;  and  it  is  a  crime  which  Parliament  is  now  loudly 
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called  upon  to  reflrain  in  the  fame  manner,  in  which  it 
retrains  other  crimes  which  are,  from  time  to  time,  dii- 
covered  to  have  grown  up  in  lociety.  And  let  us  not 
forget,  Sir,  that  this  is  the  great  end  for  which  Parlia¬ 
ment  is  conllituted.  W e  feem  indeed  to  meet  from 
to  year,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  current  fervices,  and 
to  fupport  the  commerce,  the  agriculture,  and  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  country.  The  neceffity  of  new  law^s,  for 
thefe  purpofes,  recurs  continually  ;  and  becaufe  Vv’'e  are 
occupied  by  objects  of  this  kind,  we  do  not  fufficientiy 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  primary  end  for  which  every  legif- 
iature  exilts,  is  that  of  providing  for  the  fafety  of  tne 
perfons  and  property  of  men  in  fociety.  But  ought  we 
merely  to  prevent  one  Engliih  fubjecT  from  doing  violence 
to  another.  Ought  we  not  generally  to  prevent^  man 
from  preying  upon  man  ?  Ought  we  not  to  redrain  the 
violences  of  our  countrymen  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  ?  We  poiTefs  an  extenfive  commerce,  and  we  pro- 
fefs‘to  a61;  on  higher -principles  than  other  countries. 
Oughj  we  not  then  to  make  our  juftice  coextenhve  with 
our  trade,  and  to  carry  our  principles  to  every  fliore  to 
which  our  vefTeis  are  found  to  vifit  ?  Ought  we  not  to 
aim  at  a  high  reputation  in  this  refpedf,  as  well  as 
a  reputation  for  commercial  opulence  and  maritime 
ftrength  ^  It  is  no  aiifwer  to  fay,  that  Mr.  Locke,  or 
other  men  of  great  name,  permitted  the  Slave  iraae  to 
exift,  the- queftion  is,  whether  that  trade  is  not  the  crime 
which  has  been  afferXed,  and  whether  it  does  not  belong 
to  us  to  reilrain  it  by  laws  adequate  to  the  purpofe  ? 
The  abolition,  when  the  fubjedl  is  well  examined,  proves  . 
alfo  to  be  jud  as  confident  with  expediency  as  with 
judice.  It  is  as  good  for  the  Wed  Indies  as  for  Africa. 
It  tends  to  place  fociety  on  its  proper  footing  in  each 
place.  It  redores  the  order  of  nature  in  both  hemif- 
pheres. 

It  has  been  afTumed,  that  the  abolition  of  the  trade 
%vill  lead  to  the  murder  of  the  Haves,  for  whom  the 
African  owners  find  no  market.  This  effedl,  however, 
did  not  follow  at  the  time  of  the  American  war,  when 
there  was  an  almod  total  cedation  of  the  commerce,  nor 
in  the  late  v/ar  when  the  trade  was  alfo  greatly  reduced. 

Many 
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Many  /laves,  intended  for  fale,  were  then  turned  to  the 
purpoies  of  agriculture. 

“  Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  by  fome  gentlemen,  that 
me  lil  luccefs  of  the  endeavours  made  at  Sierra  Leone 
to  communicate  civilization  to  the  Africans  is  an  anfwer 
to  tome  part  of  my  obfervations.  It  is  not  necelTary  now 
to  enter  largely  into  that  fubjea.  I  would,  however, 
requeft  gentlemen  to  remember,  that  we  have  been  there 
endeavouring  to  civilize  not  fo  much  the  native  Africans 
as  an  untoward  body  of  imported  colonifts,  and  that  it  is 
to  thole  colonills  that  we  necefiarily  mud  look  in  a  great 
meaiure  for  our  inftruments.  Let  it  aifo  he  recolleded, 
that  we  have  been  maintaining  our  colony^  not  only 
during  a  date  of  war  but  alfo  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  Slave  Trade  all  around  us  ;  and  that  fuch  has  been 
the  inconfidency  of  the  Parliament  of  this  country,  that 
It  has  been  at  once  barbarizing  with  its  right  hand  and 
civilizing  with^  its  left.  I  am,  however,  far  from  faying 
that  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  i  racie  wdil  produce  at 
once  any  great  and  obvious  corife(|uences  i  the  benefit, 
however  great  and  certain,  may  not  be  immediate.  There 
are  indeed  no  two  points  in  which  men  are  more  apt  to 
deceive  themfeives  than  that  of  over  edimating  the  indant 
elFeCbs  of  plans  of  civilization,  and  oi  undervaluing  the 
remote  and  final  confequences. 

I  trud,  Sir,  that  the  Wed  India  gentlemen  will  not 
be  inattentive  to  the  topics  on  which  I  have  touched  j 
axid  I  have  to  thank  the  Houle  for  having  allowed  me  to 
detain  them  fo  long  upon  this  important  quedion.” 

IVTi .  LIerbert.  *  Sii,  I  cannot  allow  myfelf,  with¬ 
out  faying  a  few  words,  to  permit  a  meafure  to  pafs, 
which  feems  to  carry  with  it  ruin  fo  extenfive  as  that 
which  has  been  this  night  agitated.  I  feel,  with  my  ho¬ 
nourable  friend  near  me,  a  little  difpofed  to  complain  of 
the  dyle  in  which  this  fubjed  has  been  handled.  I  con¬ 
ceive,  Sir,  that  this  quedion  mud  be  confidered,  not 
merely  upon  the  principles  of  the  theoretical  injudice  of 
taking  flaves  from  Africa,  but  in  my  opinion,  the  point 
to  be  decided  is,  how  much  good  this  bill  will  do  to 
them,  and  how  much  harm  it  will  do  to  us  ;  that  is,  the 
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quantum  of  benefit  tbe  negroes  will  ‘i! 

bill,  and  the  quantum  of  injury  we  (ball  u  ’ 

and  unlefs  it  be  proved  that  a  great  quantum  of  inhu¬ 
manity  will  be  faved,  it  can  be  no  argument  to  fay,  that 

Snl  phce,  ..l. 

whether  the  benefit,  which  is  etP'a'J  “  „f 

this  bill,  will  really  be  accompliihed  j  foi  ^boluion 

'tie  Sli.  Trade  ii  cettainl,  i,  not,  ,  »  ^ 

„earnte  to  be  clettlated  to  f  “J,;  “t'.V  . 

this  country,  it  will  not  do  it  in  any  onie  y 
no  efreft  upon  any  foreign  country.  Ours  is  but  a 
portion,  and  if  the  Slave  Trade  be  not  abroad 

inafmuch  as  the  others  can  go 

tends  that  the  other  countries^  are  difincnned  to  proceed 
with  it,  therefore  the  traffic  is  not  terminated.  I 
lieve  it  is  the  fame  with  relpeift  to  America. 

»  But,  Sir,  it  will  be  laid,  perhaps,  that  at  any  rate, 

though  it  does  not  defiroy  the  Slave 
it  will  take  away  fo  much  as  is  our  ffiare  of  it.  Ih.t, 
Sir,  it  will  be  feen  it  cannot  do,  for  the  only  confequenc 
of  the  abolition  will  be,  the  lowering  the  o^  fiaves 
upon  the  coaft.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  moa  valuande 
DMt  of  the  Wcfi  Indies,  that  which  produces  the  gieatefl 
profit,  belongs  to  the  enemy,  and  they  cannot  cultivate 
Ft,  becaufe  they  have  not  capital  enough  to  buy  flaves, 
and  therefore  inafmuch  as  the  price  of  Haves  is  lowered 
on  the  coafi,  fo  much  lefs  capital  will  it  require,  and 
with  fo  much  greater  facility  can  they  bring  them  to  their 
colonies  to  cultivate  their  lahds  ;  therefore  I  affirm, 
that  the  meafure  is  not  at  all  calculated  to  effea  the  oh- 
iea  defired,  to  decreafe  the  number  of  ilaves  ;  tor  e 
trade  will  Hill  be  continued,  and  that  argument  would 
Hill  apply,  if  all  the  nations  in  Europe  had  withdrawn 
themffilves  from  the  Slave  Trade.  It  is  not  m  my  ideas 
poffible,  and  I  wonder  how  we  can  think  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  importation  of  flaves,  or  to  the  trade,  while 
there  is  a  market  in  America  for  them  ;  and  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  that  if  not  a  fmgle  flave  were  bought  for  ffie 
purpofe  of  trans-atlantlc  fale,  it  would  not  alter  the 

civcumftanccs,  or  diminifti  the  number  of  negroes  dif- 
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jofea  of^.  for  they  then  would  be  fold  to  other  mafters 
for  %ve  do  Know  that  there  are  other  markets  as  well  as 

of  Motocco  has  an  imrnenfe  trade  in  Haves,  and  rrJeat 

xiUiiibeis  of  others  are  carried  to  marh<=>f«;  in  tKo  ’  ♦  * 

AA-:^  •  1  n  lu  markets  m  tne  mterior 

i!  nlin  r/”.  Unknown  empires  ;  and  therefore  it 

hr  ’rrf  trade  would  make  a  very 

trilling  cafference  as  to  the  number  of  the  Haves,  though 

m  oar  mantets  there  are  the  ricIieR  buyers,  which  caufes 
US  to  be  firfl  attended  to. 

•*  nature  of  the  vicars  much  has  been  faid  ;  but 

U  wnl  be  found,  that  befides  the  wars  between  different 
rcates  and  contending  princes,  there  are  iiidividua!  wars, 
the  fme  ohjea  ot  which  is  to  take  Haves  and  to  fell  them. 
In  the  hidory  of  our  own  empire  we  learn,  that  among 
the  cians  of  bcotland  m  former  ages,  thofe  who  carried 
a\vay  moff  cattle,  or  obtained  the  greateil  number  of 
pnioners,  by  any  means,  obtained  the  higheft  honors- 
and  even  if  there  was  not  afforded  for  the  Africans  a 
good  market  for  t.ieir  Haves,  yet  it  mull  notwithflanding, 
for  ever  continue  to  be  a  war  for  Haves.  This  is  even 
earned  on  _m  Europe  at  the  prefent  moment,  at  the  time 
i  am  fpeaking,  for  the  general  objecl  of  nations  at  war  is, 
to  put  the  adverfe  country  in  fuch  a  fuuation  as  not  to  be 
able  to  brave  the  war  again.  The  great  conqueror  of  the 
prelent  day  has  done  the  like  p  he  has  not  captured  help- 
ids  women  and  infant  children,  but  he  has  deftroyed 
tne  nations,  by  taking  away  their  men  who  are  its 
neicnce,  and  the  fource  of  its  pov/er.  When  an  African 
ning  goes  to  war  with  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  the  only  - 
riciies  of  the  two  countries  are,  the  nien  a^d  horfes 
they  poflefs,  and  the  only  phyfical  force  which  each 
nation  has^  to  fupport  its  government,  confifts  in  the 
former.  I’heir  objedl  is,  when  they  engage,  to  take  as 
many  arms,  and  as  great  a  number  of  men  as  poflible  ; 
and  if  this  were  net  the  cale,  in  a  few  v/eeks  afterwards, 
the  conquered  country,  by  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Indian 
corn  to  fupply  them  with  provilions,  would  again  be 
able  to  appear  m  the  field  ;  for  when  once  the  fpear,  and  ' 
the  arm  that  carries  it,  are  taken  away,  they  are  no 
longer  able  to  contend.  But  why  do  they  do  this?  The 
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African  prince  makes  his  advantage  of  the  prifoners ;  ho 
takes  and  he  fells  them  to  thofe  who  want  them,  and  if 
he  cannot  difpofe  of  them,  he  takes  them,  and  applies 
them  to  his  own  ufe,  and  therefore  the  only  difference  is, 
in  the  kind  of  warfare,  that  of  the  African  princes 
being,  perhaps,  more  cruel  y  and  I  am  far  from  denying, 
that  there  may  be  at  fome  time  fuch  a  glut  of  flaves  as  to 
make  maffacres  neceffary  in  fome  cafes.  ^  But  I  do  not 
intend  by  any  means  to  fay,  that  withdrawing  the  market 
for  flaves  afforded  by  our  country,  will  have  the  effedf  of 
producing  a  maffacre,  becaufe  it  cannot  prevent  their 
being  fold  to  other  purchafers.  The  markets  to  which 
they  may  afterwards  go,  may,  perhaps,  not  anfwer  fo 
well  as  ours  to  the  flave  dealers,  but  all  I  affert  is,  that 
by  abohflnng  the  trade  we  fliall,  in  no  great  meafure, 
alter  the  interior  fituation  of  Africa,  and  if  it  do  not 
execute  that,  it  will  be  allowed  that  the  bill  does  not 
perform  any  great  end  of  humanity. 

Sir,  a  great  deal  has  been  faid  about  flavery  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  a  great  many  fpeeches  have  been  made 
to  the  heart ;  and  it  has  been  urged,  that  no  perfon  who 
poflefles  the  feelings  of  a  man,  could  witnefs  the  fcenes 
which  are  difplayed  in  the  W^eft  Indies, -or  even  take  the 
part  which  I  do  in  this  debate.  Notwithftanding,^  how¬ 
ever,  the  decided  opinion  I  maintain  and  exprefs  in  the 
difcuffion,  I  ftiall  take  upon  myfelf  to  affert,  that  I  have  a 
heart  as  feelingly  alive  to  the  interefts  and  welfare  of  my 
fellow-creatures,  as  any  man  in  the  Houfe.  I  have  had 
too  the  benefit  of  experience  j  I  have  witneffed  the 
fcenes  the  barbarity  of  which  has  been  fo  much  com¬ 
plained  of ;  I  have  been  in  moft  of  the  colonies  belonging 
to  the  different  kingdoms  of  Europe,  and  if  I  had  beheld 
what  has  been  reprefented,  I  fliould  have  fliuddered  ;  but 
to  my  great  joy,  I  never  have  feen  any  thing  like  what 
has  been  ftated,  for  I  never  witneffed  any  cafes  where  a 
great  alteration  in  the  fituation  of  the  negroes  was  necef¬ 
fary.  I  did  not  fee  the  oppreffing  tyrant,  or  the  groaning 
flaves,  fuffering  under  the  fevereft  torments  *,  for  if  i 
had,  I  hope  I  fhould  be  one  of  the  laft  in  this  Houfe,  to 
efpoufe  the  caufe  which  I  undertake.  If  it  had  been  to 
be  witneffed  at  all,  I  flrould  not  have  feen  it  in  the  Weft 
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IllGlGSj  l)Ut  in  A.fllC3.j  WilGl'G  tllG  fitUStlOll  of  tllG  flsVCS  IS 
fo  truly  miferable.  Hie  flaves  have  even  told  me  in  our 
colonies,  that  the  v/hip  of  the  white  man  was  to  be  fure 
bad  enough,  but  that  the  ladi  of  the  black  mafier  was  a 
Icourge  of  fcorpions ;  and  if  I  were  allowed  to  change 
the  word  Have  into  another  term,  which  is  the  chief 
argument  on  the  other  fide,  I  might  more  correctly  defig- 
nate  the  fituation  of  the  negroes  in  our  iflands  as  that  of 
labouieis  ^  and  a  more  contented  body  of  labourers  I  never 
faw  in  all  my  hie  ,  and  I  do  not  think  tiiat  it  is  any  very 
grofs  libel  upon  the  pcafantry  fupporting  themfeives  by 
their  daily  labour  in  this  country  to  fay,  that  I  believe 
the  blacks,  upon  my  honour,  to  be  full  as  happy  as  the 
lower  dalles  of  people  in  England. 

“  Sir,  we  have  been  told,  that  the  abolition  of  this  trade 
and  the  non-importation  of  negroes  into  our  idands,  will  be 
of  confiderable  benefit  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  that 
they  will  tend  greatly  to  ameliorate  the  eftates  of  the 
planters.  It  is  faid,  that  they  are  unaccjuainted  v/ith  what 
is  for  their  own  advantage*,  that  they  confult  not  their 
own  interefts ;  and  that  they  know  nothing  of  their 
bufinefs.  I  do  conceive,  however,  without  taking  up 
too  much  time  of  the  Houfe,  by  dwelling  long  upon  this 
point,  that  I  could  fet  the  matter  clear  by  a  few  words, 
1  do  apprehend,  that  the  advantages  derived  to  this 
country  trom  the  iflands  and  colonies,  are  fo  very  great 
from  many  concurring  circumftances,  that  nothing  but 
the  want  of  capital  can  prevent  our  enemies  from  entering 
into  fpeculations  of  the  fame  nature,  and  that  nothing 
but  our  fuperior  capital  will  at  all  enable  us,  in  the  event 
of  a  peace,  to  keep  pace  in  our  commodities  with  the 
markets  of  otlier  European  nations ;  and  it  is  convincing 
to  me,  that  if  there  were  a  poflibility  of  their  raifmg  and 
employing  a  capital  in  bringing  negroes  to  their  colonies, 
and  thus  impeding  us ;  in  proportion  as*  we  were  im¬ 
peded,  tlif'y  would  be  benefited  and  aflifted  in  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  their  illands,  and  the  fale  of  their  produce. 
The  quellion  is,  not  wdio  makes  tlie  greateft  quantity  of 
the  fugar  that  comes  to  market,  but  the  point  for  deciiion 
is,  who  makes  all  the  fugar  ?  I  am  convinced,  that  the 
reftridlion  of  the  importation  of  flaves  into  our  iflands 
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will  have  fuch  an  effect,  that  we  fhall  not  be  able  to 
fupply  any  fugar  to  our  own  or  foreign  markets  at  all, 
and  that  not  only  a  great  detriment  will  take  place,  but 
that  in  a  fhort  time,  the  abolition  will  prove  the  utter 
ruin  of  the  colonies.  The  abolition,  if  gradual,  may  not 
perhaps  in  the  fame  riegree  produce  fuch  a  fate,  but  the 
manner  in  which  the  bill  is  now  propofed  to  be  palfed, 
will  undoubtedly  deftroy  our  polTeffions. 

‘‘  Sir,  it  has  been  treated  as  an  improbable  circum- 
flance  that  fuch  an  event  fliould  happen,  and  we  have 
been  ^  informed  that  it  is  not  likely  to  occur.  But  I 
think,  that  without  a  doubt  it  will  inevitably  follow.  ^  In 
the  firfi:  plac^  you  tell  the  negroes,  You  are  here  in  a 
ftate  of  declared  injiilHce  and  oppreOion  *,  you  have  been 
brought  here  without  law,  in  a  way  that  is  tyrannical  and 
inhuman,  in  fo.much  as  to  threaten  tlie  vengeance  of 
God  upon  the  mother  country  *,  and  yet  though  the  bill 
declares  this,  in  the  Well  Indies  you  mud:  remain.'*  I 
do  really  think,  Sir,  that  a  propofal  made  by  a  noble  re¬ 
lation  of  mine,  was  not  unreafoiiable  by  way  of  poftfcript 
to  the  bill  j  for  if  you  do  declare  that  it  is  impious  to 
bring  them  to  our  colonies,  it  mud:  be  doubly  dangerous 
to  tell  them  of  it,  efpecially  in  the  manner  which  is  done 
in  the  preamble  of  this  bill ;  for  though  I  do  not  believe 
^  that  the  negro  will  read  any  thing  of  the  debates  which  ■ 
take  place  in  the  Houfe  *,  yet  let  him  be  ever  fo  ignorant 
it  will  come  home  to  him,  and  he  mud  learn  that  his 
mader  cannot  introduce  more  flaves  upon  his  edates. 
But  it  is  faid,  “  Cand  they  read  it  in  the  public  papers ; 
can’t  they  learn  it  from  what  is  faid  in  the  daily  prints 
I  will  fay  how  far  they  did,  or  did  not  read  it.  I  have 
been  among  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo  *,  I  beg  their 
pardons,  I  mean  the  empire  of  Hayti,  from  the  peafant 
to  the  general ;  and  talking  one  day  of  the  reiolutioas, 
rhev  told  me,  VY e  did  not  rife  becaufe  we  wanted 
liberty,  we  never  thought  of  that ;  we  were  happy  under 
the  government  of  the  whites,  but  they  fent  us  an  offer 
of  freedom,  and  we  accepted  it,  and  they  then  tried  to 
take  it  back  again  by  force.”  The  infurreTion  in  St. 
Domingo  did  not  originate  v/idi  the  riecroes,  but  it  arofe 
froju  tlie  infatuation  of  tlie  mother  country,  and  the 
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^vkkednefs  of  the  agents,  which  caufed  folely  the  miferies 
which  have  been  fubfequently  endured  in  that  illand. 
There  was  a  great  number  of  people  who  were  jealous 
of  the  whites,  and  who  certainly  did  lend  a  coniGderable 
hand  in  the  conteft,  and  moft  of  them  fell  with  the  whites  y 
but  thofe  who  did  not,  now  live  in  a  hate  of  fear  and 
trembling,  and  are  in  a  worfe  hate  now  than  they  ever 
were  in  before. 

‘‘  I  muft  beg  leave  here  to  hate  a  little  anecdote  which 
came  under  my  own  knowledge  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo.  I  was  at  one  time  prefent  v/hen  the  black  go¬ 
vernor  thought  it  neceffary  to  hang  a  few  of  his  men,  as 
he  told  me  that  they  had  ftopt  work,  and  lie  went  out  and 
immediately  had  feveral  put  to  death,  and  after  that  he  faid 
he  found  that  the  reft  went  to  work  exceedingly  good 
humoured.  This  ftiews  the  miferable  fituation  of  the 
blacks  there,  and  I  do  on  my  confcience  believe,  that 
this  meafure  is  not  only  the  death  warrant  to  all  our  pcf- 
feftions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  but  to  the  perfons  of  the 
white  men  of  every  defcription  in  the  iflands. 

I  fear  I  have  taken  up  much  more  of  the  time  of 
tlie  Houfe  than  my  confequence  in  it  can  have  allowed 
me,  but  it  has  been  from  the  duty  which  I  felt,  ftrongly 
and  v/armly  to  oppofe  this  moft  dangerous  meafure.  "in 
doing  it.  Sir,  I  can  have  but  one  intefeft.  I  am  adfing, 
not  in  furtherance  of  the  defigns  of  the  great  mafs  of  my 
conftituents  j  I  have  no  intereft  of  the  fmalleft  kind  in 
the  iflands,  but  I  ftiould  be  forry  that  a  meafure  fo  de- 
ftrudflve  ftiould  pafs,  without  doing  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  oppofe  it.  I  know  I  fball  not  be  greeted  when 
I  retire  from  the  Houfe  by  popular  thanks,  as  they  will 
be  applied  to  an  honourable  member  who  has  been  fo 
conducive  to  the  profecution  of  this  plan.  I  have  ful¬ 
filled  an  unpleafant,  but  a  moft  confcientious  talk,  which 
I  truft  will  always  be  the  cafe  as  long  as  i  retain  my  feat  in 
this  Houfc.’^  — 

Mr.  T.  W.  Plomer. — There  is  not  a  man  in  this 
Houfe,  or  out  of  this  Houfe,  more  the  avowed  advocate 
of  juftice  and  humanity  than  I  am.  If  the  queftion  were 
now,  whether  we  w^erc  to  refort  for  the  ftrft  time  to  the 
African  trade,  I  ftiould  hold  up  my  hand  agaiiift  it.  Far 

different 
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different  are  my  feelings  now,  for  (among  other  matters 
of  information  derived  from  our  experience)  we  have 
found,  that  the  importation  of  Haves  is  neceffary  to  the 
cultivation  of  our  iflands  in  their  prefent  ftate  of  improve¬ 
ment.  I  find  alfo,  that  we  have  ^100,000,000  of  pro¬ 
perty  involved  in  the  fate  of  the  colonies,  and  that  theie 
fettlements  take  from  us  one-third  of  our  exports.  Thus 
fituated,  it  is  a  queftion  of  gratitude,  as  well  as  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  it  becomes  an  important  fnbjta  of  enquiry, 
not  only  in  what  degree  Africa  will  be  aiTefted,  but  to  wnat 
extent  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country  will  be 
cerned  in  this  meafure  j  for  whatever  may  have  been  fam 
about  the  independence  of  the  iflands,  or  of  Great  Britain, 
with  regard  to  this  trade,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  profpe- 
rlty  both  of  the  one  and  the  other,  is  materially  implicated 

in  it.  ,  .  n*  r 

The  noble  Lord  who  propofed  this  queuion  has  ai- 

fumed  that  the  Weft  India  part  of  the  queftion  was  not  to 
be  confidered,  as  if  we  were  called  upon  to  difcoRtinue  the 
trade  to  Africa,  without  attending  to  the  eflecl  of  its  cel- 
fation  upon  our  Weft  India  property,  or  upon  the  revenue 
refulting  from  that  property.  I  wifh,  with  all  my  heart, 

I  could  have  feen  the  queftion  in  the  fame  light  witn  the 

noble  Lord. 

It  is  true.  Sir,  that  the  queftion  has  been  long  under 
difcuflion  :  it  is  nearly  twenty  years  fince  it  was  intro¬ 
duced  ',  I  fay,  Sir,  nearly  twenty  years  flnce  the  legifla- 
ture  expreffed  an  opinion  againft  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  on  the  grounds  on  which  I  oppofe  it  •,  and  it  be¬ 
comes  us  to  examine,  if  the  circumftances  v/ere  then  the 
fame  as  they  are  now,  or  if  the  iflands  be  in  a  difterent  pre¬ 
dicament,  fo  as  to  juftify  a  dev^iation  from  our  former 
policy.  Are  the  minds  of  the  negroes  diffimilar  at  this 
day  to  what  they  were  at  that  time  T  Are  they  better  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  decencies,  of  civilization  and  for  the  bleflings 
of  liberty  ?  No,  Sir,  they  continue  in  the  fame  ftate  of 
degradation,  and  in  the  fame  incapacity  for  the  higheft  en¬ 
joyments  of  rational  man.  Then,  Sir,  in  refpeft  to  juf- 
tice,  if  we  look  to  that  juftice  by  which  the  legiflature  of  a 
great  country  fhould  be  dlredled,  it  fhould  neither  be  local 

nor  partial,  and  above  ail,  it  fhould  include  in  it  that  juf¬ 
tice 
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“  I  his.  Sir,  IS  not  a  queftion  of  common  regulation 

S  contrfdf  with 

£  heH  r®  r®!  '"’P''®"*  condition,  which  ought  to 

be  heid  facied,  that  they  were  to  be  aljovt'etl  the  means  of 
cuitivatmg  their  lands.  ,  cu  tne  means  ot 

that  this  trade  is  contrary  to  iuftice, 
then  ..  admit,  tnat  the  mother  country  has  a  right  to  judge 
of  tx.e  propriety  of  its  continuance  ;  but  it  can  only  do  tlfis 
on  a  plan  of  indemnity  towards  thofe  who  are  iniured  bv 
any  alteration  m  tne  IcheRie  of  national  policy.  The  Weft 
Indians  have  been  juftly  reprefented  as  anionj^  the  moft 
pyai  of  the  Bntdh  fubjefts  :  they  have  borne  qSietly  taxal 
tion  to  a  great  extent,  and  they  have  a  right,  no!  only  to  our 
Jiijice,  but  to  our  compaffion.  if  they  ihould  'entertain  a 
difFeie.xt  opinion  from  that  which  is  now  acknowledred  by 
tee  bntilli  parliament,  let  us  recolleft,  that  it  was'but  a 
flioit  time  fince  we  concurred  with  them  in  fentiment. 

T  j-  confidering  how  far  the  Weft 

India  colonies  are  concerned,  for  us  to  incur  all  this  dan¬ 
ger  However  juftifiable  or  reafonable  it  may  be  in  other 
times  to  make  fuch  changes,  this  furely  is  not  the  moment 
in  vv-aich  they  ought  to  be  hazarded.  We  are  now  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  a  war,  which  in  its  circumftances  has  been 
in  many  refpedfs  novel,  and  in  proportion  to  its  novelty,  it 
has  been  fatal  to  the  interefts  of  Europe,  and  of  mankind. 

_e  .xre  not,  .Sir,  as  formerly,  fighting  for  power  and  do¬ 
minion,  but  we  are  defending  our  liberty,  and  proteding 
our  exiffence.  We  find  it  necefliiry  to  flrain  every  nerve, 
and  to  bring  every  refource  into  adivity,  in  oixler  to 
maintain  our  caufe.  We  find,  notwithftanding  all  the 

political  ingenuity  has  devifed,  that  it 
IS  difhcult  to  place  new  burdens  upon  the  country,  with¬ 
out  bearing  down  its  ftrength  ;  and  in  this  alarming  fitua- 
tion  wo  are  now  called  upon,  for  the  fake  of  this  proied. 
to  nfl:  ..-100,000,000  of  capital,  and  almoft  one-third  of 
the  national  revenue  We  are  going  to  hazard  the  lofs  of 
thefe  coionies,  which  have  employed  fo  many  feamen, 

ready  for  tne  fupply  of  our  navy,  when  the  fervice  requires 
it  for  public  defence. 


The 


f 


(  239  ) 

The  danger  of  tlie  prefent  meafure  confifts  in  giving 
to  the  negi'oes  an  idea  of  liberty,  which  they  do  not  knovy 
how  to  employ.  If  the  meafures  fuggefted  lad  year  had 
been  followed  up,  I  mean  that  no  fre(h  flaips  fhould  have 
been  allowed  to  enter  into  the  trade,  operating  in  the  form 
of  fufpenfion  rather  than  of  abolition,  then  you  would  not 
have  introduced  thofe  abdradf  notions  of  liberty,  which  will 
be  fo  prejudicial  to  your  repofe. 

Having  dated,  to  the  bed  of  my  ability,  what  appear 
to  me  to  be  the  fatal  confequences  of  this  meafure,  1  do 
mod  earnedly  entreat,  that  it  may  not  be  carried  into  efFedb 
without  great  condderation.  It  may  be  faid,  that  the  quef- 
tion  has  been  so  long  agitated,  that  it  became  proper  to 
bring  it  to  a  determination,  and  it  was  feared,  that  the  fuf- 
penfion  would  prevent  the  final  abolition.  For  my  part,  I 
do  not  think  the  friends  of  the  abolition  would  have  been 
difappointed,  and  I  believe  their  dengn  would  have  been 
accompiifned,  under  much  leis  unfavourable  circum- 
dances. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  it  cannot  be  my  expedlation  to 
alter  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe,  but  thus  much  it  wasnecef- 
fary  for  me  to  obferve  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of  my  duty 
as  a  member  of  parliament.'’ 

-'■kiianSSSIu!**.'*'" " 

Mr.  Barham.-— Sir,  it  is  impofTible  for  me  to  remain 
intirely  filent,  after  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable 
member  oppofite  to  me,  (Mr.  H.  Thornton),  Accord¬ 
ing  to  him,  the  colonies  are  inhabited,  not  by  liuman  be¬ 
ings,  but  by  monders  unworthy  of  the  Brltifii  name.  The 
honourable  gentleman  begins  his  fpeech  by  dating,  that  the 
labour  of  the  negroes  was  greater  in  the  Wed  Indies  than 
in  any  other  dtuation,  I  venture,  Sir,  to  commit  what¬ 
ever  reputation  I  may  have,  to  the  correctnefs  of  the  ader- 
tion,  and  to  the  aflirmation,  that  they  do  leis  than  many 
claifes  in  this  country,  and  I  call  down  upon  myfelf  the  cen- 
fure,  the  condemnation,  and  the  contempt  of  the  Houfe, 
if  that  datement  be  not  true  ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  he  will  deferve  feme  blame  for  having  ventured  fucli 
bold  adertions  on  infudicient  grounds. 

Next,  the  honourable  member  laid,  that  the  negroes 
during  crop  were  allowed  to  red  from  their  labours  only 
for  about  five  or  fix  hours.  The  negroes  engaged  at  one 

time 
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tnTi6  in  tli0  fugar  works  are  few  5  on  a  large  eftatC)  per¬ 
haps  twenty,  is  as  great  a  number  as  is  employed/  The 
proportion,  however,  is  fmall,  compared  with  thoih  who 
are  engaged  in  the  labours  of  the  field,  and  therefore 
what  has  been  faid,  cannot  apply  to  the  great  body  of  the 
blacks.  But  if  the  honourable  member  v.^uld  have 
lifiened  to  the  voice  of  reafon,  inftead  of  attendinp-  to 
theory,  he  would  have  found,  that  in  the  Weft  In/lies 
there  are  only  twelve  hours  of  day  light :  out  of  which, 
half  an  hour  is  allowed  for  breakfaft,  and  an  hour  and  a 
half  for  the  other  meals ;  fo  that  upon  the  whole,  the 
labour  docs  not  amount  to  twelve  hours  in  each  day. 

Then  the  honourable  m.ember  goes  on  to  fay,  that 
the  negroes  work  only  by  compulhon,  that  they  are  driven 
by  the  lafh.  It  is  certainly  the  cafe  that  they  are  put  to 
work  every  day,  and  that  behind  them  ftands  a  perfon  who 
is  called  the  driver,  with  the  emblem  of  authority  round 
liis  neck ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  affirm  this,  that  it  is,  I  will 
not  fay,  never  ufed,  but  that  it  is  ufed  moft  unfrequently. 
It  is  more  like  the  mace  before  me,  which  was  originally 
carried  as  a  weapon  of  defence,  but  becaufe  it  is  borne 
upon  the  ftionider  of  the  officer,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed 
that  it  is  now  made  ufe  of  to  knock  down  the  people  in 
the  lobby  ?  If  that  were  not  the  fadf,  we  know  that  by 
law  no  driver  is  permitted  to  execute  fevere  punifhment 
iip^on  the  haves,  the  inferior  white  fervant  cannot  do  it  un- 
lefs  it  be  ordered  by  the  overfeer  of  the  eftate. 

In  order  to  leffen  the  fatigues  of  the  haves,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  fubftitute  what  is  called  tahe-work,  and  that  ap¬ 
pealed  to  be  much  more  humane,  and  more  conformable  to 
our  feelings  3  but  the  negroes  would  not  fuffer  it,  they 
would  not  agree  to  the  plan,  and  when  I  attempted  to 
carry  it  through  by  force,  I  could  not  do  it,  and  was 
flopped  by  the  fear  of  a  rebellion,  lo  much  did  they  prefer 
working  under  the  old  plan. 

“  The  honourable  gentleman  has  alfo  affirmed  (and 
that  he  has  had  fuch  information  I  cannot  doubt)  that 
women  are  forced  to  labour  when  they  are  even  eight 
months  advanced  in  pregnancy,  fo  that  it  often  produces 
abortion.  But  the  fadl  is,  that  there  are  no  fuch  things 
as  abortions  in  the  iHands.  I  have  fcarcely  ever  heard  an 

inftance 
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inflance  of  it,  tlie  conftitution  of  the  worPien,  is,  I  fuppofe, 
rxiore  robuft.  The  infants  die  perhaps  from  difeafes, 
but  abortion  is  very  unfrequent.  I  deny  the  fadf,  I  con¬ 
tradict  the  fadt,  that  the  women  are  worked  when  they 
are  fo  far  advanced,  for  it  is  univerfaily  the  cafe,  that  as 
foon  as  a  woman  is  known  to  be  pregnant,  all  idea  of 
labour  from  her  is  at  an  end,  and  if  that  be  not  the  fadt, 

I  am  content  to  hand  committed  upon  it. 

Next  the  honourable  member  aflerts,  that  the  blacks 
have  no  civil  riglits.  I  would  aflv  him  if  he  has  read  the 
civil  code  for  the  government  of  the  illands  j  and  does  he 
‘not  know  that  a  white  man  may  be  punilhed  for  the  ill- 
treatment  of  his  Have,  and  that  fuch  profecutions  have 
happvened  ^  Does  he  mean  to  deny  that  the  negro  has 
civil  rights,  which  if  he  be  injured  he  may  put  in  force, 
and  that  the  perfon  injuring  may  be  puniftied  even  v/ith 
death  ? 

With  refpedl  to  what  has  been  urged  of  the  property 
which  the  Haves’  have,  it  is  certain  that  they  do  poflefs 
a  great  deal  of  property,  and  that  what  they  colledl  in 
their  life-time,  they  tranfmit  to  their  defcendants.  I  have 
known  many  negroes  who,  although  they  were  worth 
2  or  ^ 30'^)  would  not  buy  their  freedom. 

“  As  to  negro  teftimony,  I  Ihould  be  glad  if  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  would  fuggefh  any  plan  whatever,  by 
which  it  might  be  admitted,  for  it  would  rejoice  me  ex¬ 
ceedingly  to  try  it,  and  to  communicate  to  the  negroes 
the  right  of  giving  teftimony  •,  and  I  appeal  to  any  man, 
if  it  is  fair  upon  the  fadbs  I  have  ftated,  to  apply  to  any 
particular  clafs  of  men  the  indignation  of  the  Houfe.’’ 

Mr.  Thounton  (to  explain). — I  rife.  Sir,  merely  to 
explain  what  I  faid  when  I  addreffed  the  Houfe.  Firft, 
as  to  the  work  which  the  negroes  perform.  1  did  not 
mean  to  ftate  that  Haves  in  general  had  only  five  or  hx 
hours  reft  ;  but  I  faid,  that  1  underftood  them  to  labour 
from  an  hour  before  fun-rife  till  an  hour  after  fun-fet. 
My  information  on  this  point  is  derived  from  a  perfon 
who  has  been  an  overfeer  for  a  confiderable  number  of 
years  ■,  and  I  ftated  alfo,  that  the  labour  was  performed 
in  a  climate  very  unlike  that  of  the  country,  and  which 
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mufl:  be  allowed  to  make  a  great  and  material  dliferencc. 
It  is  admitted  that  twenty  perfons  are  neceflary  for  con- 
dinSIing  the  bufinefs  of  the  fugar  works  in  crop  time  ^ 
but  as  thefe  are  changed  during  the  night,  at  midnight,  of 
couife  there  are  forty  perfons  on  every  eftate,  who  during 
a  great  part  of  the  year  are  deprived  of  half  their  natural 
red  :  and  forty  forms  a  very  large  proportion  indeed  of 
the  able-bodied  labourers  on  ordinary  eftates.  With  re- 
ipecl  to  their  working  under  the  whip,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  compleatly  admitted  what  I  dated  in  my 
obfervations  to  the  Houfe.  As  to  the  date  of  the  preg¬ 
nancy  of  the  women,  I  meant  merely  to  fay,  that  all 
clalTes  of  (laves  were  worked  hard,  and  among  the  red, 
the  women  ;  and  according  to  the  bed  tedimony — on  the 
authority  even  of  a  planter  who  is  now  in  this  Houfe 
(Mr.  Fuller),  that  wom.en  continued  to  be  worked  in 
many  cafes  to  the  feventh  or  eighth  month  of  their  preg¬ 
nancy.  It  was  not  my  intention  to  date  that  the  droke 
of  the  whip  was  unceafingly  inflidled  upon  the  (laves,  but 
that  they  are  liable  to  the  lafh,  and  that  they  are  condantly 
impelled  by  it  to  their  work  ;  and  that,  conl'equently,  they 
are  ill-treated,  I  have  aflerted,  and  will  alTert  again  and 
again.  As  to  the  facd  of  the  frequency  of  abortions,  it 
is  fupported  by  a  hod  of  the  mod  refpeclable  tedimony, 
and  repeatedly  dated  as  a  caufe  of  decreafe  even  by  the 
iegiflature  of  Jamaica,  in  its  report  on  the  fubjecd.  I 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  fame  time  credit  for 
fparing  the  women  on  his  edate. 

“As  to  the  third  point,  on  the  fubjecd  of  civil  rights, 
their  date  I  affirm  to  be,  that  they  can  neither  contradf, 
nor  be  contradled  with  ;  that  they  can  neither  fue  nor  be 
fued.  lhat  they  have  property  I  do  not  doubt,  but  that 
the  law  does  not  protedl  them  in  the  poifelhon  of  it,  and 
that  it  may  be  feized  to  anfwer  the  debts  of  the  mader 
wherever  it  can  be  found,  is  certain.  On  the  fubjedl  of 
the  criminal  code,  as  to  what  has  been  od'ered  by  the 
jionourable  gentleman  when  he  told  us  that  they  were 
prolefled  in  the  harded  cafes,  I  do  aflert,  that  it  is  much 
the  lame  as  if  they  were  not  prote(!:fed  at  all  j  and  I 
humbly  fubmit,  that  in  what  I  have  dated  upon  thefe 
points,  1  have  fiiid  nothing  but  wliat  may  be  edablidied 
on  the  bed  authority.’'  .  Mr. 
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Mr,  Secretary  Windham.—"  It  would  little  become 
me  to  enter  into  a  difcuffion  of  fadls  of  which  I  have  ut 
a  very  imperfedt  knowledge,  but  I  cannot  heip  o  euing 
that  an  honourable  member  (Mr.  Thornton)  who  Ime.y 
addreffed  you,  is  not  exadly  corred.  Be  is  correa  as 
to  the  letter,  but  not  as  to  the  fpirit.  The  hoiiouiab.e 
gentleman  laid,  that  the  negroes  were  called  to  work 
before  day-light,  and  were  fent  back  from  their  labour 
after  fun-fet..  That  reprefentatlon  would  convey  to  us 
here,  the  idea  of  a  very  long  duration  of  labour,  tor  it 
did  not  at  firR  occur  to  me,  and  perhaps  not  to  others, 
that  the  day  there  was  not  more  than  twelve  hours. 

“  The  honourable  gentleman  Rated  alfo,  what  indeed 
we  all  knew  before,  that  thefe  men  work  under  the  whip. 
Working  under  the  whip,  although  fo  dreadful  in  terms, 
may  be°very  different  in  practice ;  for  the  fuffering  ot 
the  labourer  depends  upon  the  more  or  lefs  c. ue!  u  e 
which  is  made  of  this  inRrument.  Working  under  the 
vi’^hip  is  no  doubt  a  ftate  of  degradation,  and  fo  certain  y 
is  that  of  a  flave :  it  is  to  be  in  the  fituation  of  horfes, 
(here  a  general  cry  of  hear  !  hear  !  hear  !  from  the  ment- 
bers  in  favour  of  the  abolition,  in  all  parts  of-the  Houfe). 
I  fay,  Sir,  it  is  to  be  in  the  (ituation  of  horfes,  which 
are  very  much  expofed  to  much  wanton  feverity  j  but  it 
may  be  of  confequence  to  afeertain  in  a  queftion  of  this 
kind  the  degree  of  cruelty  exerclfed.  For  what  purpole 
is  fuch  an  argument  ufed  by  honourable  gentlemen  ? 
This  proves;  they  fay,  the  miierable  condition  of  (lavevy. 
But  is  it  flavery  which  they  are  going  to  abolift  ?  They 
may  hope,  as  I  hope,  that  thefe  or  other  meafures  may 
lead  to  that  conclufion,  but  they  have  not,  in  attending  to 
the  policy  of  this  bill,  had  fuch  a  fubjedt  immediately  m 


contemplation. 

“  To  take  the  part  of  thofe  who  are  advocates  for 
dealing  in  human  blood,  for  violence  and  murder,  may 
be  a  formidable  thing  ;  but  what  is  it  that  the  ^friends  of 
the  abolition  propofe  ?  Flow  is  it  even  that  tney  mean 
to  cultivate  the  iilands  ?  Is  it  not  by  flaves,  and  by  Haves 
whofe  progeny  is  to  be  condemned  to  the  fame  melan¬ 
choly  Hate  of  fervitude?  When  they  are  reafoning 
againft  the  condition  of  flaves,  therefore,  they  Hiould  re- 
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member  that  we  are  not  upon  this  inquiry,  but  that  we 
aie  exchifively  applying  ourfelves  to  the  expediency  or 
inexpediency  of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  I-Mhe 

mde  -T"’  being  abolilhed  with  the 

trade,  is  in  loine  fort  confirmed  ;  for  one  argument  in 

favour  ot  the  policy  of  this  bill  is,  that  Haves  will  continue 
aLu  r'-’  "  ‘I'r  niultiply  in  the 

fk  .  '  founding  fads,  yet  it  will  be  confefled, 

that  they  have  no  dired  reference  to  the  queftion  before 

Nothing  in  the  v/orld  can  ftew,  that  flavery  is  not  a 
ate  ot  degradation.  Every  man  muft  with  it  to  be 
abonihed,  extenfiyely  as  it  prevails  now,  and  I  declare 
myieif  to  be  as  little  rriendly  to  the  continuance  of  fiich 
a  clals  m  fociety,  as  any  of  the  honourable  gentlemen 
whom  I  now  oppofe.  It  is  bad  for  the  flave,  it  is  per¬ 
nicious  to  the  mafter ;  and  it  has  been  well  faid,  that 
the  man  who  has  loft  his  liberty,  has  loft  half  his  virtue, 
ihe  poet  ill  the  pailhge  I  allude  to  adverts  to  the  ten¬ 
dency  or  fuch  a  fituation  to  deftroy  all  the  manly  and 
generous  emotions  in  the  human  mind.  But  let  us  not 
be  hurried  away  by  enthufiafm  miftipplied  :  although  the 
Blave  ]  rade  has  this  eiTea:,  and  muft  be  acknowledged 
to  have  it  by^  all  mankind,  yet  it  operates  in  difterent 
degiees^  in  difterent  countries,  and  in  different  times,  and 
my  notion  of  iis  efted  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Weft 
indies,  is  founded  on  the  leftimony  now  on  the  table  of 
the  Houle.  Speaking  on  the  authority  of  tliis  evidence,  I 
do  believe  tliat  tlie  condition  of  flavcs  is  far  more  ftivour- 
able,  and  Cmit  their  treatment  is  far  lefs  tyrannical  than  it 
was  many  years  ago  upon  the  broaching  of  this  queftion, 

and  judging,  as  we  are  allowed  to  do,  from  the  theory  of 
the  thing,  '  ^ 

igic  fadis  wc  have  Iieard  too  might  have  therefore 
been  iuinewhat  overftrained  in  order  to  fupport  the  in¬ 
ferences.  It  is  tnanqihantly  eqiiired,  what  iecurity  have 
they  for  their  property  ?  Why,  none,  and  as  flaves  they 
wih  have  none.  Is  it  nothing  that  we  know  in  point  of 
fadl  tliat  Haves  have  coiftiderable  property  ;  and  it  being 
the  general '  opinion  that  it  ought  -not  to  be  violated,  it 

is 
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is  prote£l:ed  by  that  public  opinion.  Sir,  with  all  the 
boafled  liberty  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  we  do 
not  mean  to  fay^  that  the  poor  enjoy  ail  the  rights  which 
the  powerful  and  the  opulent  poitefs. 

It  is  indifferent  to  me,  for  the  part  I  take  in  this 
queftion,  whether  flavcry  be  a  good  ftate,  or  a  baa  llate> 
A  good  ftate  it  cannot  be  *,  but  whether  it  be  good  or 
bad,  it  is  a  ftate  which  equally  remains  after  the  paffing 
of  this  bill  *,  fo  do  not  let  gentlemen,  becaufe  they  talk 
of  the  whip,  and  of  the  abfence  of  all  law  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  fociety,  imagine,  that  they  have  difpofed  of  every  quef¬ 
tion  on  the  policy  of  the  meafure.  1  he  whip  and  the 
inequality  of  rights,  either  in  point  of  fact,  or  from  ne- 
ceffity,  belongs  to  fuch  a  condition,  and  theie  will  pro¬ 
bably  continue  as  long  as  Haves  conftitute  a  diftindt  order 
in  fociety. 

I  was  doubtful.  Sir,  if  I  fhould  trouble  the  IToufe  with 
any  obfervations  this  evening,  fmce  the  declaration  of  my 
opinion  on  a  former  night  has  perhaps  fuiTiciently  an- 
Iwered  my  purpofe  y  and  I  certainly  ftrould  not  have  ex- 
preffed  my  fentiments,  were  it  not  for  the  fake  of  thoie 
who  concur  with  me  in  opinion.  Yet  there  is  fomething 
of  fortitude  in  meeting  the  queftion  in  our  prefent  hope- 
lefs  ftate,  and  I  arff  lure  there  is  fomething  of  facriftce 
in  ftanding  up  on  an  occafion  of  this  kind,  fo  contrary  to 
the  general  fenfe  of  Parliament,  and  to  the  conviclion  of 
thofe  with  whom,  in  general,  I  adl.  Indeed  it  is  a  fttua- 
tlon  fo  difagreeable,  that  my  difincllnation  to  it  can  only 
be  conquered  by  a  iuperior  fenfe  of  duty. 

‘‘  But  there  is  a  little  perfonal  intereft,  which  every  man 
has  who  has  ftated  the  refults  of  his  opinions,  in  laying 
down  the  ground  of  thofe  opinions,  and  efpeclally  on  a 
fubjecff  of  this  peculiar  nature*,  for  during  the  great  ad¬ 
journed  debate  which  has  continued  for  lo  many  years, 
it  has  been  the  practice  to  reprefent  this  queftion  as  a 
conteft  between  duty  and  honour  on  the  one  fide,  and 
intereft  and  difgrace  on  the  other ;  and  as  dividers  are  in 
this  cafe  chufers  as  well  as  on  other  occalions,  they  give 
to  themfelves  all  the  duty  and  all  the  honour,  and  to  die 
contrary  fide  all  the  bafenefs.  When  men  are  fo  fearful 
of  feparuting  intereft  and  duty,  wffile  we  are  in  fearch 
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‘‘ '®  natural  to  enquire  on  which 
fde  the  intereft,  and  on  which  the  duty  lies-  whether 
the  intereft  be  facrificed  to  duty  by  the  fame  perfons,  or 

fe  duty  be  not  in  dillina  hands  ;  for 

hlhnefs  itfelf  may  facnfice  another’s  intereft  in  the 

0“  .  “  ”r  I  hope  I  am  not  deftitute  of 

generous  feelings,  but  I  muft  own  I  always  did  perceive, 
that  there  was  a  great  deal  too  much  of  this  cheap  virtue 
in  the  world ;  I  have  found  men  were  abundantly  ready 
to  latisty  their  confciences,  and  to  perform  great  afts  of 
virtue  and  heroifm,  when  they  did  it  at  no  expence  of 
.eir  own.  Here  too,  we  have  energetic  appeals  to  the 
natural  fympathies  and  moral  fenfibilities  of  man,  and  I 
ave  acknowledged,  that  no  man  can  look  to  the  Slave 
-trade,  and  not  be  defirous  of  its  abolition,  if  he  be  not 
powerfully  influenced  by  other  confiderations  independent 
o  tiele  moral  impreflions.  There  are  a  number  of  men 
V  o  do  avail  themfelves  of  this  wonderful  difplay  of 
h  eiahty  and  virtue,  as  a  cover  for  all  their  vices,  as 
charity,  we  are  told  from  high  authority,  covereth  a  mul- 
1  uc  e  of  fins.  They  do  not  fay,  as  in  facred  writ  we  are 
told  of  the  pharifee,  we  are  not  extortioners,  and  the 
like,  but  on  the  contrary  they  fay,  we  arc  extortioners, 
&c.  refcmbnng  this  publican,  yet  we  have  haftcned  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  we  look  for  mercy  at 
the_  throne  of  grace.  When  I  reafon  in  this  manner 
againft  Inch  habits  of  mercenary  pride,  I  do  not  mean 
to^  dilcour.age  the  noble  and  generous  refolutions  of  a 
mind  rightly  formed.  I  proteft  then  againft  all  thefe  pre-" 
tenccs  to  difinterefted  duty  on  the  one  fide,  and  againft  all 
tnefc  charges  of  turpitude  on  the  other,  and  I  conllder 

the  claim  to  general  humanity  and  liberal  virtue,  to  be 
equal  on  both  fides. 

“  Under  thefe  circumftances,  having  fettled  the  point 
refpetTnig  fuch  high  pretenfions,  I  fay  that,  I  am  obliged 
to  look  to  the  flate  of  our  colonial  eftablifliments,  to  the 
peculiar  ffate  of  this  country,  to  the  great  intcrefts  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  queft ion,  and,  without  any  unnecellary 
■  queamidinefs,  I  am  obliged  to  draw  from  thefe  important 
-.onfiderations,  the  rule  of  condu6f  by  which  I  ought  to 
be  guided  in  my  fearch  after  public  fecurity  and  national 

profperity. 
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profpcrity.  In  oppofition  to  this  guido  which  I  propofc 
to  myfelf)  the  friends  of  the  abolition  ftate,  that  their 
fenfe  of  duty  is  abfolutely  compulfory,  and  that  none  of 
the  confequences,  however  fatal  to  the  intereft  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  are  to  be  taken  into  confideration.  If  you  rnodeftly 
alk  them  if  the  trade  may  not  continue  under  certain 
limitations  in  refpea  to  the  mode  and  the  time,  they  will 
haftily  interpofe,  and  inquire,  if  we  are  to  commit  rob¬ 
bery  :  fo  that  if  it  were  the  cafe,  that  in  this  abolition  not 
a  Have  lefs  were  to  be  tranfported  from  Africa  (and  cer¬ 
tainly  not  a  Have  lefs  will  be  exiled  from  that  continent^ 
if,  in  addition  to  this  it  were  known,  that  the  meafure 
would  be  ruinous  to  the  colonies,  if  it  were  deftiudfive  of 
our  marine,  and  ultimately  of  the  kingdom,  ftill  they 
would  fay,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  abolifh  the  Slave 
Trade,  and  abolilhed  it  mufb  be  at  all  hazards.  They  do 
not  fay,  that  this  is  their  cafe^  but  they  fay,  that  this  is 
their  duty.  They  tell  you  indeed,  that  their  cafe  is  very 
different,  that  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  will  be 
beneficial  to  the  colonies  \  that  it  will  be  advantageous  to 
Africa  as  well  as  to  this  country  ;  but  they  add,  that  if  the 
reverfe  of  all  this  were  true,  their  conduct  mufi:  be  the 
fame ;  the  trade  mufi:  be  abolifiied,  although  they  were 
buried  beneath  the  ruins,  in  confequence  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  change  in  national  policy.  If  that  be  fo,  all 
qucftion  about  confequences  might  as  well  be  fpared  ; 
but  I  mufi:  avail  myfelf  of  what  is  called  the  argumenturn 
ad  homhienu  and  I  mufi:  take  the  liberty  of  faying,  that 
thefe  gentlemen  do  not  abide  by  their  own  rule,  for  the 
rule  extends  to  the  abolition  of  flavery,  as  well  as  to  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  And  here  I  join  ifiue  with 
them  •,  but  I  think  I  may  venture  to  defy  them  to  fliew  me, 
that  the  Slave  Trade  can  be  fo  contrary  to  the  law  of  God 
that  you  can  indulge  no  opinion  about  it,  and  yet,  that 
llavery'  is  not  oppofed  to  the  fame  divine  law.  They  afk 
what  right  have  you  to  go  to  the  Ccafl  of  Africa,  and 
tranfport  to  foreign  climes  the  natives  of  that  continent  ? 
And  now,  Sir,  we  are  on  the  queilion  of  right,  I  would 
alk,  what  right  thefe  friends  of  the  meafure  have  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  trade  ?  Is  tlie  right  to  which  they  pretend 
founded  either  on  the  law  of  the  land,  or  on  the  law  o 

nations  ? 


(  248  ) 

nations  ?  It  is  not  on  the  law  of  nations,  for  however 
barbarous  may  be  the  nature  of  their  government,  nations 
have  their  independent  rights,  whether  Kien  Long,  or  any 
othei  chiefj  prefide  in  their  communities. 

“  It  m,;y  Ihll  be  faid,  that  although  thefe  ftates  are  in  a 
condition  of  the  molt  beaftly  barbarifm,  and  in  confequence 
are  difpofed  to  fell  their  fellow-fubjedfs  to  us,  yet  we 
have  no  right  to  ptirchafc  them.  To  thofe  who  authorize 
and  landion  an  inftitution  in  which  llavery  is  admitted 
where  is  the  wrong  ?  _  And  if  we  authorize  the  eftabliflii 
ment  of  ilaveiy  in  our  ifiancis,  how  can  we  decently  afFedf 
to  countervail  the  proceedings  in  the  flave-niarkets  of 
Africa.  In  both,  on  their  argument,  it  muft  be  equally 
Violence,  robbery,  and  murder.  Suppofe  a  perlbn  to  go 
to  the  black  merchants  upon  the  coaft,  and  enquire, 

V\  nat  iignt  have  you  to  fell  this  perfon  whom  you  offer 
me  ^  ^  The  merchant  anfwerSj  ‘‘  I  bought  him/'  or  “  I 

bred  him,  and  he  is  my  flave.^’  “  But  what  right  have 
you  to  keep  him  in  a  ftate  of  fervitude  ?  ’’  He  is  mine 

by  tiie  fame  iignt  by  wnich  you  retain  your  haves  in  the 
V/eff-Indies.’’ 

“  I  am  arguing  hypothetically,  but  thofe  who  are 
toleiating  a  fyftem  of  ilavery  in  the  ^Telt  Indies,  how 
can  they  fay,  tliat  tins  trade  is  unlawiul  upon  the  coaff  of 
Africa,  efpecially  when  that  fyftem  of  llavery  has  not 
only  originated,  but  has  been  progreffively  fupported  by 
this  trade.  However  ftrong  the  argument  may  be  when 
employed  by  otliers,^  how  can  they  pretend  to  fay,  that  to 
continue  tliis  trade  is  to  be  guilty  of  violence,  robbery, 

In  Ruftia  tlie  cuftom  bas  been,  to  Have  haves  at- 
taclicd  to  the  foil  ^  hut  in  wliatever  way  you  difpofe  of 
them,  whether  with  or  without  the  territory  upon  wdiich 
they  labour,  they  are  ftill  haves.  Do  not^  let  us,  on  a 
cjueftion  of  this  kind,  improperly  blend  pradlical  con¬ 
venience  v/iih  theoretical  right.  It  was  fuggefted  by 
IVli .  Burke  to  make  the  haves,  as  in  Ivullia,  attached  to 

the  foil ;  but  how  does  he,  in  that  way,  get  rid  of  the 
right  ? 

I  am,  Sir,  accufed  of  making  nice  diftir.Tions,  but 
I  can  find  no  diftindlion  between  the  iiiftitution  of  havery 
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and  the  felling  of  flaves.  On  this  occafion,  at  leaft,  the 
nicety  of  the  diftinaion  is  with  them,  for  I  can  perceive 
no  difference :  I  think  if  the  one  be  contrary  to  the  law 
of  God,  the  other  muft  be  fo.  But  does  this  exceffive 
extravagance  of  diftinaion  end  here  ?  Sir,  we  have  refine** 
ment  upon  refinement,  until  all  reafon  feems  to  be  loft  : 
but  remember,  it  is  not  mine.  Here  we  are  told  to 
diftingifh  between  the  fame  flaves  in  one  place  and 
in  another  place  *,  it  is  a  fort  of  geographical  morality  for 
which  they  contend.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  intended  to 
hinder  the  fale  of  flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  being  fo 
fold  to  prevent  their  tranfport  from  ifland  to  ifland.  ^  Thus 
you  fee,  that  if  you  crofs  the  great  ocean,  then  arifes  all 
the  moral  guilt.  As  long  as  it  circulates  in  the  Weft 
only,  it  is  not  material,  and  no  crime  is  perpetrated. 
Like  the  ele£lric  fluid,  as  long  as  it  pafles  over  the  lame 
fubftance,  it  is  not  pernicious,  but  when  darting  from 
fubftance  to  fubftance,  then  it  is  deftrudive.  How  can 
you  reconcile  thefe  inconfiftencies  ?  How  can  it  be  faid, 
that  what  is  criminal  on  one  fide  of  the  atlantic  is  inno¬ 
cent  on  the  other  ?  The  pafiage  by  fea  does  nothing  as  to 
the  theoretical  right.  Is  it  to  be  endured,  that  we  fliould 
be  told  the  moment  we  crofs  the  ocean,  then  the  practice 
is  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  as  if  the  law  of  God  were 
not  eternal  and  immutable ;  and  as  if  it  were  to  be  per¬ 
verted  by  the  accidents  of  latitude  and  longitude. 

Thefe  are  the  diftineftions  which  they  have  had  the 
'  goodnefs  to  make  for  me  ;  I,  who  am  the  refiner  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  account.  Cannot  difeover  any  difference  at  alU 
I  fay  this  applies  to  their  theory,  and  they  juftify  them- 
felves  in  abolifhing  the  Slave  Trade,  while  they  are  ad¬ 
mitting  the  continuance  of  flavery. 

“  Although  I  have  troubled  the  Houfe  at  fome  con- 
liderable  length,  yet  I  have  not  faid  a  word  as  to  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  principal  queftion. 

[A  general  fmile  was  at  this  moment  obferved  to 
illumine  the  countenances  of  the  members  ;  in  fome  the 
feeling  was  expreffed  by  an  audible  laugh] 

I  have  been  only  oppofing  this  bar  which  you 
have  let  up.  ^  Fiat  jujlitia  ruat  aelum*  ‘  Let  juftice 
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take  place,  although  heaven  fall.  And  until  I  had  re¬ 
moved  this  maflive  bar,  I  could  fay  nothing.  The 
Slave  Trade  is  bad,  as  the  inftitution  of  flavery  itfelf 
IS  bad,  and  no  further.  Slavery  muft  have  been  known 
at  all  times,  and  in  every  nation,  and  whether  it  lliall 
now  be  abolifhed  is  a  queflion  of  expediency  merely. 
I  mod  heartily  join  in  the  commendation  that  has  been 
applied  to  Dr.  Paley’s  production  on  the  principles  of 
modern  philofophy,  and  I  call  it  an  ineftimable  work. 
Although  he  has  faid  nothing  that  was  not  known  before, 
yet  he  has  laid  down  the  principles  of  morals  fo  clearly, 
and  on  fuch  fure  foundations,  that  the  fyftem  has  now 
become  eafy  to  the  apprehenfion  of  every  one ;  so  that 
what  was  before  unknown  is  at  this  day  familiar  to  all  of 
us.  But  I  do  not  fet  his  authority  up,  either  for  or 
againft  llavery,  becaufe  I  am  not  aware  that  he  has  given 
any  opinion  upon  the  iubjeCl.” 

Mr.  WiLBERFORCE. — ‘‘  Yes,  he  has.” 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham. — “  I  did  not  know  it. 
What  againd  llavery  ?” 

Mr.  WiLBERFORCE. — ‘‘  Yes.” 


Mr.  Secretary  Windham. — “  I  heard  the  opinions  of 
my  gallant  relation  with  pleafure,  both  from  the  attention 
with  which  they  were  heard,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  delivered.  The  quedion  he  faid  is  this,  What 
is  the  quantum  of  good  I  am  to  do  by  this  meafure  ? 
This  quantum  is  to  be  my  guide  in  determining  one  way 
or  the  other.”  I  would  make  no  didinClion  between, 
black  happinefs  and  white  happinefs,  and  when  I  am 
arguing  upon  this  principle  of  utility,  I  conceive  myfelf 
to  be  as  much  on  the  ground  of  morality  as  thofe  on  the 
other  fide  the  quedion  ;  and  here  I  conceive  the  ad¬ 
vantage  to  be  completely  with  me.  If  I  were  to  aik  the 
gentlemen  who  oppofe  me,  why  they  did  not  abolilh  tlic 
whole  of  the  Slave  Imde  and  Slavery  itfelf,  they  would 
anfwer  with  rcfpect  to  the  latter,  what  I  contend  with 

xen-^xtd  to  the  former.  The  evils  would  be  intolerable. 

^  I  would 
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r  would  not  do  what  they  did  in  •  ‘J^-idmit 

«  I  care  not  what  are  the  confequences,  we  muit  admit 

the  ftrict  rule  of  right  j  let  They 

effeas  of  this  determination,  we  all  of  us  know,  in  y 
then,  when  the  queftion  is  applied  to  the  ftate  of  llavery 
itfelf  take  into  their  confideration  the  confequences ;  an 
unlefc  they  can  ftiew  that  their  principles  of  moral  duty 
are  cLfinId  to  the  Slave  Trade  in  Africa,  and  are  not  to 
Send  to  llavery  in  the  Well  Indies,  or  f 

over  the  world,  they  mull  admit  me  to  take  into  co 
templation  the  confequences,  and  mull  not 
this  privilege  to  themfelves.  All  I  contend  is,  that  I  am 
let  into  the^ confideration  of  confequences,  and  this  is  the 
lira  thing  to  attend  to,  as  it  drikes  me.  The  honourab  e 
gentlemen  fay,  that  upon  this  ground  there  is  no 
for  all  lies  one  way,  it  is  beneficial  to  Africa,  to  the  Welt 
Indies,  and  to  this  country. 

“  Now  there.  Sir,  we  differ.  I  hope  it  is  as  they  lay, 
but  I  fear  it  is  not.  I  fear  the  benefit  to  Africa  will  be 
nothing,  and  that  to  the  illands  it  will  be  nothing ;  that 
the  meafure  will  be  a  fource  of  mifery,  and  that  there 
will  not  be  lefs  flavery  within  or  without  the  Welt 
Indies.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  with  refpcft  to  Africa, 
the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  here,  mllead  of  pro¬ 
ducing  any  mitigation  of  its  fufferings,  will  greatly  en- 
creafe  them.  With  regard  to  the  Well  Indies,  I  will  not 
go  into  that  part  of  the  fubje£l.  We  have  heard  the  re- 
prefentations  made  by  perfoiis  much  better  qualified  than 
£  am  and  what  I  have  to  fay  to  them  is  this,  that  they 
excite  my  fears.  I  hope  that  the  difcontents  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  that  have  prevailed  in  Saint  Domingo  are  little  within 
the  fcope  of  probability,  but  that  this  bill  will  produce 
great  individual  lofs,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  without  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  quefiion  of  legillating  for  others.  Perfonal 
fuffering,  attended  with  great  injullice,  is  no  trifling  con¬ 
fideration.  If  this  country,  upon  general  principles  of 
duty  and  honor,  do  introduce  great  changes  m  its  com¬ 
mercial  policy,  nothing  can  be  more  unjull  than  that 
the  Ioffes  Ihould  fall  upon  individuals,  mllead  of  devolving 
upon  the  country  at  large,  and  I  am  not  fure,  if 
reaiy  underllood  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  when  I 
'  •  zl  %  fuppofed 
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fuppofed  him  to  have  faid,  that  a  perfon  exercifin?  an  un- 
jult  trade,  was  not  intitled  to  compenfation.  Did  he 

mean  that  any  one  was  to  fuffer  a  difadvantage  from  an 
expoft  fa6to  law  ? 

danger,  I  fear,  is  not  very  far  diftant :  I  mean, 
that  in  the  time  of  peace,  whenever  that  fhould  arrive, 
all  omr  apprehenfions  will  be  realized.  We  will  fuppofe 
that  It  fliould  fo  happen,  that  France  (and  we  may  fairly 
admit  fuch  a  fuppofition)  will  not  follow  tins  fplendid  and 
honourable  example,  and  (he  has  pretty  clearly  declared, 
that  the  would  not.  Suppofe  Ihe  and  other  nations  con¬ 
tinue  this  trade  without  referve,  and  double  it  or  treble 
It,  in  proportion  to  their  means,  are  we  then  prepared  to 
fay  that  we  have  done  any  good  ?  Should  we  not  rather 
hereby  admit,  that  we  had  done  much  harm  both  to 
Africa  and  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  that  we  had  expofed 
ourfelves  to  great  danger  ?  Are  we  hardy  enough  in  fuch 
circumdances  to  declare,  Let  the  tempeft  defcend,  let 
the  empire  of  Britain  fall 

When  the  queftion  was  argued  before,  we  were  in  a 
(ituation  of  unexampled  profperity.  We  had  then  no 
great  competitors  to  contend  with  ;  but  we  are  not  in  that 
11  ate  now.  Are  we  at  this  moment  feciire  either  within 
or  without  ^  Are  v*^e  not  finking  under  the  burdens  which 
tire  necelTarily  impofed  upon  us,  and  are  we  not  endea¬ 
vouring  to  extricate  ourfelves  from  them  at  every  turn  ? 
It  is  faid,  that  we  are  not  able  to  find  refources  com¬ 
petent  to  anfwer  the  public  demands.  For  what  purpofe 
are  thofe  extenfive  reforms  in  finance,  which  my  noble 
friend  (Lord  Henry  Petty)  is  fo  induftrioully  prepa¬ 
ring  ?  VVhy  is  It,  but  becaufc  we  are  unfortunately  en¬ 
gaged  in  an  indefinite  war  ?  You  have  now  at  laft  got  to 
my  candle  ends  and  cheefe  parings.  We  are  told,  that 
all  extravagance  ought  to  be  cut  down,  that  we  are  re¬ 
duced  to  the  laft  effort ;  and  can  we  think,  under  fuch 
circumftances,  with  indifference,  of  throwing  away  thug 
laviffily  the  capital  and  revenues  of  the  country  ^  We 
never  expedled  to  fee  the  general  demolition  of  great  po¬ 
litical  inftitutions  in  our  own  time  ;  yet  have  we  not  feen 
kingdoms^  and  empires,  anciently  eftabliffied,  falling  be- 
fore  us  like  nine-pins,  and  might  n©t  ws  ourfelves  be 

placed 
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placed  m  the  fame  melancholly  fituation  If  It  were  not  for 
the  afliftance  of  our  commercial  navy,  and  for  the  pro- 
tedfion  of  our  marine  ?  I  and  my  friends  may,  perhaps^ 
live  to  fee  if  thefe  calamities  await  us  •,  I  may  be  wrong, 
but  I  cannot  help  indulging  my  fears. 

1  am  not  endeavouring  to  gain  opinions,  but  I  am 
trying  to  ftate  what  is  right,  and  I  deny  the  principle  of 
morality  for  which  they  contend,  that  leaves  to  us  no 
option  \  and  I  fay,  that  if  this  principle  be  applicable  at 
all,  they  do  not  adi  upon  it,  for  to  carry  it  to  its  extent  * 
they  muft  argue  for  the  abolition  of  ilavery  itfelf.  The 
government  of  this  country  has  not  adopted  any  fuch 
fyftem  of  rigid  morality  y  we  have  many  thoufand  black 
foldiers  fubfervient  to  us.  The  legiflature  fandbions  this, 
arid  the  men  are  bought  at  fo  much  a  head  like  cattle^ 
Upon  the  principle  of  thefe  gentlemen,  how  can  they 
juftify  fuch  proceedings  ?  I  fay  they  are  capable  of  vindi¬ 
cation,  for  I  contend  that  we  muft,  in  fome  degree,  con¬ 
form  to  what  is  eftablilhed.  Would  they  pretend,  that 
by  an  adt  of  Parliament  we  fliould  fay,  that  all  the  blacks 
in  the  Weft  Indies  were  free  ?  Thefe  men  too  have  the 
privilege  of  fighting  the  battles  of  the  country.^  ^  Ur, 
Johnfon  faid  that  a  fhip  was  a  jail,  with  the  additional 
mifchief  of  the  chance  of  being  drowned.  Thefe  are 
flaves,  with  the  additional  mifchief  of  the  chance  of  being 
killed.  The  whole  then  of  thefe  arguments,  as  referable 
to  the  Slave  Trade,  are  a  mere  mockery,  as  long  as  you 
admit  of  the  exiftence  of  Ilavery. 

Still,  Sir,  that  I  may  not  here  expofe  myfelf  to  the 
fiiafts  of  my  competitors,  I  will  make  another  obfer- 
vation.  They  fay,  Will  you  do  no  good,  becaufe  you  do 
not  accomplifti  all  good  But  I  argue,  that  their  prin¬ 
ciple  does  not  admit  of  this  objedion.  I  fay  that  I  do 
meet  the  queftion  upon  the  only  ground  on  which  it  can 
be  encountered,  and  I  enquire  which  is  the  way  in  which 
I  can  avoid  the  greateft  evil,  and  in  which  I  can  promote 
tl^  greateft  portiori  of  good  ? 

*  «  As  to  the  paflions  and  fympathles,  all  muft  feel 
alike  on  this  fubjea.  I  admire  as  much  as  any  map  the 
generous  emotions  by  which  fome  young  members  of  this 
Houfe  have  been  influenced,  but  at  the  fame  time  I  may 

*  ‘  ‘  lament 


(  254  ) 

lament  that  »fuch  impreflions  fhould  have  obfcured  their 
judgment.  I  do  not  apply  this  remark  to  my  noble 
friend  near  me,  (Lord  Henry  Petty)  young  in  age, 
but  old  in  wifdorn  ;  but  1  do  apply  it  to  fome  honourable 
youths  wlio  have  taken  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  and 
who  would  abolifh  the  trade  at  all  hazards,  without 
condefeending  to  examine  the  pernicious  efFe61:s  of  fuch 
&  meaiuve.  As  to  the  abolition  of  the  trade,  the  attempt 
is  vain.  Wc  may  withdraw  from  our  (hare  in  it,  but 
this  is  no  abolition,  it  is  no  diminution  of  it,  the  refig"* 
nation  of  our  part  of  it  will  only  contribute  to  its  increafe. 

The  pofition  maintained  by  honourable  gentle¬ 
men,  leads  inevitably  to  the  confequences  I  have  Hated. 
In  ihe  extenfive  views  they  have  taken,  I  do  not  recolle6l 
that  they  hav^e  attended  to  the  condition  of  flavery  in  the 
emp  re  of  our  augult  ally.  The  wealth  of  a  Ruffian 
nobiCman  confilts  in  his  Haves  ;  he  counts  not  his  acres 
but  his  dependants.  I  think  the  gentlemen  do  not  fay 
that  they  will  go  to  war  with  Ruffia  as  the  champions  of 
freedom,  to  prevent  this  condition  of  fervitude  fo  dero¬ 
gatory  to  human  nature,  but  their  principles  lead  to  this  ; 
and  if  any  of  them  fhould  come  into  poffeffiion  of  an 
ellate  in  Ruffia,  they  mufl;  fet  their  Haves  at  liberty. 
Whatever  rigid  notions  of  morality  they  might  apply, 
in  the  event  of  obtaining  an  inheritance  of  this  kind  on 
the  Imperial  territory,  they  do  not  feem  inclined  to  make 
tiie  fame  facrilice  of  their  property  in  the  Well  Indies, 

“  'Phefe,  Sir,  are  my  opinions,  and  I  fincerely  hope 
that  this  foreboding  of  mine  will  never  be  juftified  by  the 
event.  If  this  meafure  be  in  the  refult  beneficial,  I  muft,* 
in  fairnefs  and  candour  hereafter,  acknowledge,  that  I 
have  had  no  fliare  in  promoting  it,  and  if  it  be  followed 
by  any  of  thofe  fearful  conlequences  I  have  apprehended, 
I  fhall,  at  lead,  be  free  from  all  culpability  in  accele¬ 
rating  thefe  calamities.’’ 

ISTr.  Sheridan. — Sir,  I  ffiould  have  been  forry  if 
the  prefent  queftion  had  pafled  oft  without  my  having  had 
an  opportunity  of  expreffing  my  great  fatisfaPlion  in  the 
total  and  Immediate  Abolition  of  the  Slave  1  rade.  1 
fliouLl  however  have  been  content  to  ftate  merely  my 

fatisfa£lion^ 
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fatlsfaa'ion,  had  It  not  been  for  fome  arguments  winch 
have  fallen  from  my  right  honourable  friend  near  me, 
(Mr.  Windham)  which  render  it  impoffibie  for  me  not 
to  make  fome  obferVations.  My  right  honourable  friend 
has  made  a  very  learned,  a  very  eloquent,  a  very  lumi¬ 
nous,  and  a  very  perfuafive  fpeech ;  but  it  has  this  cha- 
rader  that  he  fpent  an  hour  and  a  half  in  proving  what 
•was  never  difputed,  namely,  his  right  to  conhder  tlie 
confequences  of  the  abolition  but  when  he  came  to 
{late  what  thofe  confequences  were  to  be,  he  lummed 
them  up  in  two  Ihort  fentences:  he  faid,  that  the  me^fure 
would  produce  no  good  to  the  African,  but  the  deltruc- 
tion  of  the  Wed  India  iilands,  and  the  rum  of  the  navy  ; 
and  then  he  fays,  “  Is  it  right  that  this  flmuld  be  the 
cafe  ?”  I  fay,  “  Certainly  not  j’’  and  yet  he  does  not 
give  the  Houfe  an  atom  to  prove,  that  thofe  confequences 
will  take  place.  He  certainly^  had  a  right  to  confider 
the  confequences  of  the  abolition,  and  I  fnould  have 
imagined,  that  he  would  have  thought  it  proper  to  em¬ 
ploy  fome  part  of  his  eloquence  to  prove,  not  only  that 
they  would  probably  happen,  but  that  they  were  moil 

likely  to  follow.  ^  ,  tt  r  -l  i 

But  to  intereft  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  he  not  only 

fays  that  thefe  confequences  will  follow,  but  he  endea¬ 
vours  to  place  us  in  a  defponding  ftate  of  mind,  and  then 
he  fays,  Here  you  are  opprelTed  with  deipoiidency.’' 
Sir  I  never  heard  my  right  honourable  friend  ufe  this 
fort  of  language  before.  I  have  heard  him  upon  other 
occafions  employ  a  very  different  kind  of  eloquence  when 
the  profpe6l  of  affairs  was  alarming,  and  then  he  told  us, 
that  we  were  not  even  fcratched  iby  the  wai.  Bhere  he 
(lie wed  no  defpondency,  for  in  that  inflance  he  told  us, 
that  we  might  carry  on  the  war  to  an  indefinite  period, 
without  any  caufe  for  feai  oi  trepidation. 

“  My  right  honourable  friend  feems  to  me  to  have  been 
in  a  confidcrable  dilemma  upon  this  lubjetft,  and  has  not 
taken  the  befh  opportunity  to  adviie  the  Houfe,  that  the 
abolition  ought  not  to  take  place  ^  but  he  Icemo  to  ha\e 
a6lcd,  at  prefeiit,  rather  to  difcharge  a  duty  he  felt  to  his 
own  mind,  than  to  do  any  good  to  the  cauie  Vvhich  he 

undertook#  He  has  chofen  exactly  the  time  \/nen  Ins 
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trgumcnts,  upon  the  queftion,  would  have  leaft  weight, 
and  has  poftponed  his  obfervations,  till  it  was  impoffible  to 
ferve  the  fide  which  he  fupported,  and  then  to  have  adduced 
thofe  arguments  which  would  do  the  leaft  harm  to  the 
caufe  which  he  oppofed.  If  he  had  come  forward  before 
with  his  reflexions,  it  might  have  done  us  fomc  harm,  but 
as  he  was  determined  only  to  relieve  his  mind,  he  deferred 
them  to  that  time  when  they  could  be  of  no  ufe.  He 
argues  the  queftion,  as  if  it  were  a  determination  of  thofe 
who  wiih  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  to  continue 
flavery;  but  I,  on  the  contrary,  truft,  that  the  effeX  of 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  will  be  the  abolition  of 
flavery  itfelf.  «  What  !”  fays  he,  ‘‘  do  you  declare  that 
the  trade  is  contrary  to  humanity,  and  do  you  not  think 
that  flavery  is  againft  humanity,  juftice,  and  found  po¬ 
licy  I  join,  Sir,  with  him  in  the  argument,  and  I  fay, 
that  if  we  do  not  go  on  with  what  we  have  thus  begun,  we 
do  nothing.  But  why  will  he  make  us  blend  two  things 
which  are  in  themfelves  perfeXly  diftinX  j  one  which  ts 
in  our  power  now,  the  other  which  is  not  in  our  power, 
but  in  our  hopes  ? 

I  would  not  alk  if  power  muft  neceflarily  lead  to  the 
abufe  of  it.  Man  was  not  made  to  be  a  fubjeX^of  traffic  j 
and  what  has  been  faid  of  mercy  moft  beautifully  by  the 
poet,  that  Mercy  is  twice  blefTed,”  may  be  truly  ap¬ 
plied  to  defpotifm,  that  defpotifm  is  twice  curfed  ;  it 
curfes  him  that  poflefles  it,  and  curfes  him  that  is  the  fuf- 
ferer  under  it.  I  look  at  this  meafure  but  as  the  preamble, 
and  as  the  only  proper  preamble  to  the  entire  abolition  of 
flavery.  If  you  afle  me  why  I  do  not  inftantly  comply  with 
my  feelings,  and  abolifti  flavery,  I  tell  you  that  I  do  not,  be- 
caufe  it  is  not  in  my  power.  When  I  attempt  to  abolifh  the 
Slave  Trade,  I  do  what  is  in  my  power;  I  alfo  do  an  aX  of 
juftice  and  humanity  *,  and  fuppofing  I  had  not  the  fame 
certainty  of  doing  an  aX  of  policy,  yet,  if  we  injure  the 
plantations,  all  that  remains  to  do  is,  to  repair  them  ;  and 
if  we  hurt  the  interefts  of  the  Weft  India  merchants,  at 
leaft  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  make  them  a  full  compen- 
fation. 

Therefore,  Sir,  I  am  fare  of  three  things  ;  firft,  the 
juftice  of  my  caufe;  fecondly,  the  humanity  of  it  ;  and 

thirdly, 
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thirdly,  that  I  am  at  leafl  rifking  an  experiment  upon  good 
grounds  of  hope,  and  upon  accurate  calculations  made  by 
a  right  honourable  ftatefman,  now  no  more,  (io  correbb 
in  his  enumerations,  that  he  fet  his  figures  to  mufic,)  who 
proved  that  the  planters  would  not  be  lofers  by  the 
abolition.  I  have  every  hope  that  they  will  not  be  lofers 
by  it ;  but  if  they  fiiould,  I  know  that  we  have  it  in  our 
power  to  make  them  remuneration. 

My  honourable  friend  fays,  Why  do  you  abolifh 
the  trade  only  ?  Why  do  you  not  put  an  end  to  ilavery  at 
once  My  friend  only  ufes  this  argument,  becaufe  he  can 
find  no  better  ;  for  we  begin  with  that  which  is  in  our 
power,  and  we  are  not  to  be  deterred  from  doing  fo  by 
inch  fort  of  reafoning. 

“  There  are  other  poiiits  in  the  argument  of  my  right 
honourable  friend  to  the  fame  efFebl,  upon  which  I  (hall 
not  touch,  excepting  to  fay,  that  I  fhall  think  this  meafure 
to  be  inelTeblual,  unlefs  it  ultimately  lead  to  the  abolition 
of  fiavery  in  general.  Before  we  proceed  further,  how¬ 
ever,  let  us  fee  what  is  the  efFecT  of  this  bill  upon  the 
minds  of  thofe  who  are  mod  coneerned  by  it ;  1  mean  the 
planters  of  our  iflands.  If  they  fhall  at  length  find  that 
they  have  been  millaken,  and  forefeen  evils  which  never 
were  to  arife  *,  if  they  difcover  that  their  condition  is 
ameliorated,  and  not  injured,  they  may  be  reconciled  to 
the  prefent  meafure.  But  would  you  now  prefs  upon 
them  a  new  propofition,  for  which  they  are  totally  unpre¬ 
pared  ?  I  cannot  help  hoping  that  the  time  will  come, 
when  the  abolition  of  fiavery  will  take  place,  and  when 
the  planters  of  our  colonies  will  be  brought  to  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  forward,  and  not  to  obftrudl  the  meafure. 

I  trud,  Sir,  that  the  time  v/ill  come,  when  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Wed  Indies,  for  .whom  I  have  the  greated 
refpedf,  and  who  pofTefs  as  large  a  (hare  of  humanity  as 
any  other  men  in  the  united  kingdom,  will  be  undeceived, 
and  that  one  of  the  ede(ds  of  this  bill  will  be,  to  make 
them  feel  that  it  is  a  duty  impofed  upon  them  to  confult 
the  happlnefs  of  their  fellow  beings  :  when  the  negro  (hall 
no  more  groan  under  the  fevere  ladi  of  the  driver  5  when 
a  driver  diall  no  longer  be  confidered  necelTary,  but  it  will 
be  the  bufiaefs  of  the  planter  to  attend  himfelf  to  the 
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frcstmcnt  wnicK  liis  fl?ivGs  rcccivGj  and  wIigh  Kc  will  vigw 
them  in  tlie  light  of  human  beings.  I  think.  Sir,  that 
theie  cannot  be  a  ftronger  inftance  'to  fhew  the  great 
feverity  under  Vv^hich  the  negroes  fufFer,  than  that  men¬ 
tioned  to-night  by  a  friend  of  mine,  (Mr.  Barham,)  than 
whom  there  is  no  man  for  whom  I  have  a  higher  refpedf. 

To  be  fure,  fays  he,  “  the  driver  does  carry  a  whip, 
but  then  what  is  its  ufe  ?  It  is  only  the  badge  of  his 
office,  juft  as  your  mace,  Sir,  is  upon  the  table.  But 
I  wilh,  m.oft  fincerely,  tliat  thofe  cruel  implements  could 
be  brouglit  before  the  Houfe.  But  he  Vvent  on  to  fay, 
that  the  whip  is  never  ufed  as  an  inftrument  of  cruelty. 
That,  Sir,  >t  mu  ft  be  feen,  will  depend  upon  the  mode 
in  which  it  is  employed.  It  is  infliaed  juft  in  the 
lame  way,  fiys  my  right  honourable  friend,  (l\lr. 
Windham)  as  it  Vv^ould  be  upon  hor^s,  after  a  cruel  or 
merciful  manner,  according  to  the  difpofttion  of  the  perfon 
who  wields  it.  But  how  could  he,  with  all  his  feeling, 
lubmit  to  a  ccmparifon  of  human  beings  v/ith  the  brutes  of 
the  creation  ? 

‘‘  It  is,  Sir,  impofiible  to  urge  this  point  further.  But 
the  right  honourable  gentlemen  fay,  that  humane  law^s 
have  been  palfed  for  tlie  prote<ffion  of  negroes  againft  the 
barbarity  of  then*  mailers,  by  which  any  perfon  cutting, 
maiming,  or  mutulating  a  negro,  is  now  liable  to  the 
penalty  of  ^jco  currency,  or  about  .5^57  loj.  of  our 
money.  From  murder,  he  tells  you  that  the  negro  is 
abfolutely  out  of  danger,  for  there  was  once  a  peifon  of 
great  relpecdahility,  wdio,  for  murdering  his  Have,  w^as 
obliged  adlually  to  go  out  of  the  w^ay  :  he  was  fent  to 
Coventry,  it  feerns,  for  murdering  a  Have  ! 

But,  Sir,  there  is  another  argument  to  which  I  will 
juft  advert.  Nothing  can  be  fo  difagrceable  as,  upon  a 
queilion  of  this  nature,  being  compelled  to  enter  into  that 
fort  of  argument  of  what  we  fhail  gain  by  the  Weft- 
India  illands,  and  wdiat  we  ftiall  lofc  But  if  we  are 
forced  to  come  to  that,  if  we  are  obliged  to  enter  into 
fuch  a  difcullion,  let  us  doit.  When,  however,  we  come 
to  fee  what  the  arguments  are,  we  find  that  all  we  ob¬ 
tain  from  them  is  wealth,  that  is  furniftied  to  us  by  the 
deitrudlon  ot  our  fpccies.  Put  then  into  one  fcalc  the 
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opulence  we  derive  from  our  poileflions  in  tire  eft 
Indies,  and  into  the  other  the  expences  we  are  at  in  the 
protedlion  of  our  illands  from  our  enemies  abroad,  and 
from  the  enemies  that  we  are  conftantly  creating  in  the 
iflands  themfelves,  the  lofs  v/e  fuftain  in  orithn  blood 
amon^  the  foldiers  that  we  difpatch  there  but^who  never 
return,  and  like  wife  the  difcouragement  which  that  muft 
be  to  our  own  countrymen  to  enter  our  lanks,  to  ferve 
their  king  and  country  in  the  Britifli'aimy  .  I  wim  niy 
friend  had  taken  that  into  his  confideration.  Let  him 
look  at  the  returns  ol  the  mortality  of  our  troops  in  tlie 
Weft  India  iflands.  If  he  examines  them,  he  will  And 
fuch  a  fcene  of  deplorable  mifery,  as  would  juftify  me  in 
faying  to  the  Weft  Indians,  Give  me  back  the  fons  of  their 
counrry  who  have  been  tranfported  thither,  and  I  wall 
rellore  to'vou  all  the  wealth  tliat  you  have  fent  lieie. 

Much  as  has  been  faid  upon  that  fubjecf,  I  fee  no 
apprehenfion  of  the  feparation  of  the  Weft  India  iflands 
from  this  country  ;  lor  where  are  they  to  go  for  protection 
when  they  have  quitted  us  ?  Even  fuppoflng  that  not  to 
be  the  cafe,  I  think  too  well  of  their  loyalty  to  imagine 
for  an  inftant,  that  they  would  be  guilty^  of  fuch  an  a6r; 
But  putting  their  loyalty  out  of  the  queftion,  we  know 
that  their  (late  only  exifts  at  the  wdll  of  the  mailers  of  the 
fea,  for  the  mafters  of  the  fea  muft  alfo  be  the  maftcrs  of 
their  foil,  and  therefore,  if  they  defert,  where  can  they  look 
to  ^  They  can  turn  their  eyes  to  no  country  but  England, 
and  therefore  to  fuppofe  that  they  wmuld  attend  neither 
to  their  duty,  their  loyalty,  or  their  intereft,  is  to  queftion 
their  underftanding  and  their  honour. 

‘‘  With  regard  to  tlie  dread  of  infurredlions  among  the 
blackg  there,  that  is  in  my  opinion  of  all  apprehcnlions 
the  idleft.  Are  they  really  fo  degraded  by  their  fltuation, 
fo  reduced  to  that  laft  ftate  of  degradation,  as  to  fee  their 
brethren  dragged  to  the  ftiores  of  our  iflands  '■with  plea- 
fure  ?  It  is  impofTihle  ,  I  do  not  believe  the  fadl  j  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  my  Arm  opinion,  tliat  they  wdll  receive  this 
bill  as  a  pledge  that  their  condition  will  be  more  con- 
Adered  hereafter;  for  we  cannot  but  detcA:  the  principle 
upon  wdiich  they  have  been  dragged  to  our  iflands.  But 

have  they  ihewri  difeontent  under  our  government  during 
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the  long  twenty  years  that  the  abolition  has  been  the  fub- 

won!  I  ^^ch  a  dlfpofitlon  had  prevailed, 

would  not  It  before  now  have  made  its  appearance  ? 

Would  not  rebcLion  and  infurrection  have  been  excited 
when  e^peaation  of  the  paffing  of  this  bill  long  fince  was 
difappouited  ?  And  for  my  own  part  I  am  free  to  fay,  I 

confider  it  as  a  difgrace  to  the  Britifli  Parliament,  that  it 
nas  not  alreany  been  acceded  tod* 

Lord  Castlereagh— “  There  is  no  fubjeft  in  which 
I  i,ave  ever  taken  a_  part,  refpeaing  which  I  have  felt 
greater  pain  and  anxiety  than  that  now  under  your  confi- 
deration.  I  feel  that  I  am  running  counter  to  all  the  im- 
pulfes  of  my  heart.  I  have  certainly,  on  former  occafions, 
not  lefs  than  on  the  prefent,  had  the  additional  pang  of 
aiftenng  from^  thole  wnth  whom  I  have  had  the  clofeft 
union  of  opinions  in  public  life.  If  I  have  afted  on  fuch 
occafions  with  independence,  the  Houfe,  I  truft,  will 
think  that  my  fentimeats  are  thofe  of  conviaion,  and  of 
conviction  alone. 

In  addition  to  the  uneafinefs  which  the  agitation  of 
the  prefent  queftion  has  excited,  I  have  the  pain  of  refledf- 
ing,  that  any  interference  of  mine  can  be  of  no  fubdantiaf 
utility,  and  I  fliould  have  come  forward  at  an  earlier  Rage, 
if  I  could  have  perfuaded  myfcif,  from  what  I  ebrerwd 
to  be  the  fentiment  of  the  hloiife,  that  in  Rating*  mv  opi¬ 
nions  I  was  likely  to  induce  parliament  in  any  decree  to 
abandon  the  meafure.  But  I  did  perceive  during  the  laft 
feRion,  that  there  was  a  growing  tendency  to  adopt  it,  both 
in  the  legidatuie  and  in  the  country,  io  that  it  was  cut  of 
the  power  of  an  individual,  to  oppofe  any  eRedlual  impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  current  which  appeared  to  be  refiRIefs.  I  have 
latisfied  my  own  judgment  that  this  is  a  Rep  which  the 
moral  feelings  of  the  country  and  of  parliament  have  de¬ 
termined  to  take,  that  they  have  conclufively  decided  In 
favour  of^  the  meafure,  whether  wife  or  unwife,  and  that 
the  experiment  muR  at  all  hazards  be  tried.  The  ordy 
feeling  upon  which  I  could  be  fiippofed  to  give  oppofitioii 
to  this  meafure  was,  a  full  perfuafion  upon  my  mind,  that 
the  principles  on  which  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wil¬ 
ber  force)  adopted  it,  were  not  thofe  which  were  likely 
to  forward  the  objea  he  had  in  view,  I  know  that  he 

lias 


(  26i  ) 

has  devoted  a  long  and  laborious  life  to  attain  that  end, 
(and  he  could  not  bring  his  abiilty  into  aftion  without 
Ibme  confiderable  efFe6l,j  but  I  thought  he  did  all  this  in 
a  manner  which  was  likely  to  defeat  his  own  purpofes. 
He  has  wafted  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  in  pcrfuading  this 
Houle  to  make  an  experiment,  which,  if  retorted  to,  will 
not  be  attended  v/ith  the  falutary  contequenccs  he  pro- 
pofes  •,  on  the  contrary,  I  certainly  do  look  with  a  very 
gloomy  feeling  to  the  effedf.  Not  that  I  apprehend  thrit 
ferious  national  injury  which  many  have  predicted,  but  I 
think  that  my  honourable  friend  is  now  commencing  an 
experiment  in  which  he  will  wafte  many  more  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  he  will  find  that  he  has  not  accompiifhed 
what  he  defired. 

I  fhall  fhortly  ftate  the  principle  upon  which  my 
mind  is  fatisfied  that  this  meafure  will  not  forward  the 
caufe  of  humanity  ;  and  with  all  his  good  intentions,  I 
think  that  my  honourable  friend  has  not  taken  the  extenfive 
view  neceffimy  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  objecl:.  I  think 
that  my  honourable  friend  has  been  more  difpofcd  to  con- 
fider  this  as  a  national  queftion,  than  as  a  queftion  in  the 
fiiape  in  which  it  fliould  be  fairly  exhibited/,  as  that  fyftem 
upon  which  this  country  fhould  adf  to  promote  the  greateft 
amount  of  human  happlnefs,  and  to  diminifti  as  much  as 
poftible  the  quantum  of  mifery  in  the  world. 

It  is  impoflibie  for  men  to  differ  in  refpedl  to  the  evil 
itfelf  particularly  contemplated  in  this  meafure.  If  we 
were  to  name  the  greateft  affliction  which  belongs  to 
fociety,  we  could  mention  none  more  opprefhve  than  that 
which  places  human  creatures  in  fiich  a  ftate  of  degradation 
as  the  Slave  Trade.  Still,  however,  though  1  may  be 
wrong  in  my  vidw  of  the  fubjedt,  I  think  that  the  pradtical 
refult  of  the  meafure  will  be  ineftddtual  to  any  valuable 
purpofe,  and  there  is  no  man  more  anxious  for  fuccefs  in 
this  reipedt  than  I  am  ;  but  the  ftrong  convidtion  of  my 
mind  is,  that  after  doing  great  violence  to  the  feelings  and 
interefts  of  the  Weft  India  planters,  after  fliaking  their 
attachment  to  their  country,  we  fliall  make  them  breakers 
of  the  law  inftead  of  doers  of  the  law,  that  we  fhall  convert 
them  into  fmugglers,  and  drive  them  to  that,  to  which  at 
prefent  they  are  difiuclined.  After  this  bill  has  paffed,  1 
\  '  think 
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think  the  deaths  in  the  middle  palTage  will  be  multiplied, 
for  the  flaves  have  been  tranfported  from  Africa  with  lefs 
lofs  of  life  by  Britifh  fliips,  than  by  thoie  of  any  other  na¬ 
tion.  With  refpedl  to  the  general  amount  of  Africans  ex¬ 
ported  from  the  coaft,  taking  together  the  periods  of  peace 
and  war,  tlieir  number  will  in  no  degree  be  diminilhed,  and 
all  the  advantages  of  our  humane  regulations  to  prevent 
that  nniery  which  has  been  fo  jullly  complained  of  during 
the  voyage,  will  be  furrendered. 

The  difficulties  alfo  which  the  abolition  may  occafion, 
may  deteriorate  that  part  of  the  Weil  Indies  in  which  the 
new  cultivation  has  taken  place,  and  in  the  end  it  may 
drive  fuch  improvements  from  our  owm  illands  into  others. 
Into  our  own  iflands  flaves  v/ill  flill  be  imported,  though 
it  may  add  to  the  price,  becaufe  you  are  going  againfl  the 
intereft  of  the  planter  and  againfl  the  local  authorities 
there,  llius,  Sir,  the  political  refult  of  the  experiment 
v/ill  be  lofl. 

‘‘  Now,  Sir,  I  mufl  fhortly  Bate  to  the  Houfe,  that  I 
think  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wtlberforce)  has 
argued  this  queflion  on  a  narrow  and  unfair  principle,  be- 
cauie  it  has  generally  been  contended,  that  if  you  can 
latisfy  your  mind  that  there  was  an  exifling  population 
adequate  to  the  fupport  of  its  own  numbers,  then  all  mo¬ 
tive  for  the  continuance  of  the  trade  would  ceafe,  and  the 
abolition  might  be  adopted.  1  have  alw^ays  been  difpofed  to 
t]iink,^,that  if  it  were  true  that  the  population  could  be  thus 
kept  up,  fuch  a  fadl  w'ould  not  go  to  the  propriety  of  the 
meafure  ;  I  mean  in  point  of  humanity.  Although  it  is 
true,  that  my  honourable  friend  may  fnew,  that  particular 
if  ands  have  kept  up  their  population,  yet  he  cannot,  with 
the  fame  fuccefs,  reprefen t  that  each  particular  eltate  has 
maintained  its  numbers.  Now  the  redundancy  of  one  eftate 
does  not  circulate  to  the  others,  and  it  has  fcruck  me,  that 
if  the  population  were  generally  kept  up,  yet  that  by  this 
internal  variation,  much  mifchief  muB  be  done;  for  there 
is  no  fituation  fo  bad  as  where  the  negroes  are  overw^orked 
on  account  of  the  diminution  of  the  hands  employed. 

“  Another  efFect  of  this  meafure  will  be,  that  the  ne¬ 
groes  v/ill  be  carried  to  Demarara  and  Surinam,  rather 
than  to  the  iflands.  I  am  not  fo  much  in  love  with  this 
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mode  of  applying  Britifh  capital,  as  to  wifli  that  much 
more  fliould  be  fent  to  the  colonies  of  our  enemies.  But 
this  muft  be  the  confequence  of  throwing  embarralTments 
in  the  way  of  the  trade  of  our  own  iflands,  and  adding  to 
the  difficulties  of  extending  their  cultivation.  Here,  Sir, 
I  muft  look  at  it  in  a  national  point  of  view,  and  it  pre- 
fents  to  me  a  very  ferious  profpedl,  for  if  we  are  to  carry 
our  wealth  from  our  own  iflands  to  cultivate  the  territory 
of  other  powers,  we  ftiall  be  confiderable  lofers  by  the 
tranfition.  Then  you  v/ill  not  only  narrow  your  own 
ftrength  and  refources,  but  you  will  furnifti  your  enemies 
with  the  means  of  effecting  your  deftru6lion ;  you 
will  be  feeding  his  naval  and  colonial  power  more  effectu¬ 
ally,  than  by  any  means  of  which  he  can  avail  himfelf  in 
any  other  quarter  of  the  globe. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  danger  of  giving  additional 
force  to  the  maritime  power  of  the  enemy  is  fo  ferious  as 
to  be  fufficient  to  interfere  with  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
any  acknowledged  moral  duty  *,  but  I  have  never  heard  my 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  fairly  conteft  this 
part  of  the  queftion,  and  fay  that  there  was  in  this  cafe  a 
moral  duty  fo  imperative  as  to  preclude  any  confideration 
of  expediency. 

1  am  prepared  to  fay,  Sir,  that  the  aCfs  of  the  Britifh 
parliamer-t  cannot  regulate  the  extent  of  the  productions 
of  nature  :  that  muft  be  governed  by  events  beyond  our 
controul ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  demand  increafes  for 
any  particular  article  of  produce,  new  traCls  of  land  will 
be  fubmitted'  to  cultivation  fomewhere.  Now,  I  think, 
my  honourable  friend  will  admit  that  there  is.  no  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  world  which  will  permanently  deal  with  de¬ 
pendencies  upon  the  fame  liberal  principles  as  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  if  he  drive  the  planters  to 
feek  the  proteCtion  of  other  governments,  he  only  renders 
the  commerce  they  require  lefs  likely  to  b^  liberally  con¬ 
duced.  It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  think  that  Spain,  Hol¬ 
land,  or  Portugal,  vrould  equally  confult  the  principles  of 
humanity  in  the  management  of  this  traffic,  and  I  think 
my  honourable  friend  will  not  flatter  himfelf  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  communication  from  die  French  government 
to  our  minifter  there,  that  any  fatisfaCory  expectation  can 
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be  formed  of  the  co-operation  of  that  power  in  fuch  a  caufe. 
If  my  honourable  friend  exped  better  conduct  from 
Spain,  let  him  learn  to  regulate  his  views  from  the  laws  of 
that  country  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  government  of 
her  colonies.  If  he  expe£t  better  conduct  from  Portugal, 
let  him  attend  to  the  avidity  with  w^hich  they  are  endea¬ 
vouring  to  turn  their  capital  to  that  trade.  If  he  expeft 
better  from  Holland,  at  lead  he  will  not  think  that  there 
will  be  any  improvement  on  her  part  w'hile  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  France.  If  he  wifli  to  judge  of  the  efFedl  of 
his  own  experiment  by  that  which  has  been  tried  v/ith  the 
planters  of  bt.  Croix,  he  miay  learn,  that  they  have  had  as 
many  negroes  in  that  ifland  hnce  the  prohibition  by  the 
Daniih  governm.ent  as  they  had  before,  and  all  the  differ¬ 
ence  is,  that  they  have  received  them  by  fmall  and  incon¬ 
venient,  inftead  of  large  and  commodious  veffels.  If  this 
be  a  true  defeription  of  the  courfe  of  things,  by  this  mea- 
fure,  inftead  of  advancing  general  happinefs,  my  honour¬ 
able  friend  wull  do  a  great  injury  to  the  caufe  of  humanity; 
and  inftead  of  having  a  large  extent  of  cultivation  on  our 
own  iflands,  he  will  weaken  the  controul  of  the  Britifh 
parliament ;  and  he  wull  throw  all  the  advantages  into  the 
hands  of  other  governments,  who  will  be  lefs  attentive  to 
their  moral  duties. 

‘‘  But  as  I  have  faid  before,  I  think  that  the  fyffem  is 
ineffedlual  to  its  objedf,  and  that  my  honourable  friend  has 
fet  out  upon  a  plan  that  will  defeat  his  owui  dehgns.  My 
honourable  friend,  inftead  of  fetiing  this  example  to  other 
countries  which  they  will  not  follow,  ought  to  have  joined 
v/ith  them  in  putting  dowm  a  common  evil.  He  has  taken 
his  meafures  lo  unfortunately,  that  inftead  of  producing  a 
general  concurrence  wdth  other  nations,  he  has  held  out  a 
bounty  to  tliem  to  take  up  v/hat  Great  Britain  muft  rehgn. 
If  France  v/ere  a  power  which  you  could  tempt  to  any  nego- 
ciation  upon  fiicli  a  fubjf  £1,  we  fhould  have  faid,  ‘‘  Let" us 
adopt  a  common  fyftem  but  every  chance  of  this  kincl 
is  furrendered.  My  lionourable  friend  has  throwui  out  of 
his  hand  the  means  ;  he  lias  removed  the  ground  of  affo- 
ciation,  for  }ie  has  faid,  I  will  make  the  whole  of 
the  facrifice.” 
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But  it  may  be  obferved,  that  if  I  objeft  to  this  mea- 
fure,  to  what  other  lliould  I  be  difpofed  to  refort  ?  To 
this  I  anfwer,  that  I  would  not  in  dealing  with  the  colonies, 
take  up  too  ftrong  a  principle  of  legiflation,  becaufc  I 
think  fuch  a  ftrong  principle  will  difappoint  its  own  object, 
and  I  certainly  muft  look  to  the  meafure  with  great  appre- 
henfion,  becaufe,  if  the  parliament  be  to  follow  up  thefe 
proje6ts,  it  is  placing  itfelf  in  the  ferious  fituation  of  legif- 
lating  againft  the  local  interefts  of  the  colonies.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  the  local  rights,  and  I  do  not  fay  that  you 
cannot  legiflate  internally  for  the  colonies,  yet  of  this  I  am 
fure,  that  if  you  will  have  to  contend  againft  all  the  local 
feelings,  it  will  be  a  moft  up-hill  work,  and  you  can  have 
no  fecurity  for  the  execution  of  your  laws.  Upon  what 
principle  does  my  honourable  friend  take  up  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  as  the  inftrument  of  his  benevolent  purpofes  ?  He 
may  prevent  Britilh  (liips  from  going  from  Liverpool  and 
other  ports  of  the  kingdom  for  the  condudl:  of  this  trade, 
but  he  cannot  prevent  Britidi  fubjedls  and  Britifti  capital 
from  carrying  it  on  under  the  flags  of  other  powers,  as 
under- thole  of  Portugal  or  any  other  independent  ftate. 
I  am  difpofed  to  admit,  that  in  time  of  war,  it  may  be 
poflible  for  the  maritime  power  of  this  country,  to  throw 
impediments  in  the  way  of  this  trade,  but  the  flaves,  in- 
ftead  of  being  conveyed  in  Britilh  ftiips,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  neighbouring  iflands  of  other  powers,  and  thus 
the  trade  will  be  indiredlly  fupported. 

“  It  is  faid,  that  you  cannot  accomplifh  your  delign, 
namely,  that  of  bringing  up  the  population  to  its  proper 
ftandard,  unlefs  you  nriake  it  the  intereft  of  the  planter  to 
breed  flaves  inftead  of  buying  them ;  and  if  my  honour¬ 
able  friend  had  taken  it  up  on  this  principle,  by  ufing  all 
means  to  make  that  the  intereft  of  the  planter,  then  he 
would  have  followed  a  different  courfe,  and  he  would  not 
have  introduced  thofe  impediments  to  the  trade  which  are 
immediately  calculated  to  defeat  his  own  purpofes.  By  in- 
creafing  a  duty  progrelTively  upon  the  importation  of  flaves, 
the  objedl  would  be  anfwered,  but  now  he  has  gone  to  the 
prohibition  at  once.  The  other  would  have  been  an  addi¬ 
tional  motive  to  increafe  the  breed  of  Haves,  and  in  confe- 
quence,  to  diminifh  the  importation. 
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I  perceive  that  the  Houfe  is  anxious  to  proceed  to 
the  decifion,  and  I  will  not  fruftrate  its  wifhes.  If  I  had 
addrelied  you  eailier  I  fiiould  have  Hated  at  length  my 
aigurnciits  j  but  I  have  feen  fo  preponderating  an  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  queflion,  that  I  have  not  been  inclined 
to  oppofe  the  impulfe  of  the  public  feeling,  and  if  my 
vote  L  3uld  have  occahoned  the  determination  to  be  dif¬ 
ferent,  1  would  rather  have  withheld  that  vote  than  have 
rehRctl  the  general  opinion. 

‘^1  ao  not  however  augur  favourably  of  the  experiment. 
I  think  my  honourable  fiiend,  with  the  beft  intentions,  has 
waded  a  great  deal  of  precious  time  on  the  fubjedf,  and 
I  think,  that  after  the  trial  of  fome  years,  he  will  find  that 
he  has  been  wholly  difappointed.’^ 

Mr.  WiLBERFORCE. — I  truft  that  the  Houfe,  now 
the  bill  has  arrived  at  the  laft  ftage,  will  permit  me  to 
trouble  them  with  a  few  words  on  this  fubjedf,  for  after 
what  has  been  faid  by  my  noble  friend,  it  is  almoft 
impoflible  for  me  to  fulfer  the  queftion  to  go  to  a  divifion, 
without  faying  fomething  upon  it.  In  the  firfi;  place,  I 
beg  leave  to  call  the  obfervation  of  the  Houfe  to  the  ftate 
in  which  at  length  we  now  find  ourfelves.  It  now  is  the 
queftion,  whether  the  Slave  Trade  fhall  be  immediately 
concluded,  or  continued  as  long  as  there  is  an  acre  of 
uncultivated  land  in  any  of  the  iflands  in  our  pofleftion 
to  cultivate.  Now,  let  the  Houfe  fee  what  it  is  they  are 
called  upon  to  decide ;  let  them  look  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  arguments  of  my  honourable  friends  would 
carry  them.  In  Jamaica  alone  there  are  900,000  acres  of 
land  yet  uncultivated,  and  to  bring  which  into  a  ftate  of 
tillage,  would  require  at  the  ufual  rate  of  importation 
more  than  a  million,  or  about  1,200,000  negroes,  and  no 
lefs  a  period  than  two  hundred  and  forty  years.  In 
Trinidad,  the  calculation  would  nearly  amount  to  the 
fame,  there  being  more  than  80©, 000  acres  of  land  not 
vet  brought  into  culture.  Thus  about  two  millions  of 
human  beings  would  be  necelTary  to  be  tranfported  thi¬ 
ther,  and  no  lefs  a  length  of  time  than  480  years  would 
be  completed,  before  the  objedl  defired  by  the  gradual 
aboiitionifts  would  be  attained,  and  till  then,  according  to 
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them,  the  Slave  Trade  fhould  continue.  But  the  Houfe 
will  not  permit  the  Slave  Trade  to  go  on,  on  any  fuch 
principles,  for  it  is  impollible  for  them  not  to  fee  the  real 
amount  and  tendency  of  fuch  arguments. 

But  one  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  have  denied  a 
great  principle  upon  which  we  have  mainly  refted  the 
■quellion  ;  I  mean  that  the  Slave  Trade  produces  innume¬ 
rable  aas  of  cruelty  and  barbarity  in  the  interior  of  Af¬ 
rica.  He,  however,  only  argued  m  generals,  and  he 
dextroufly  avoided  deicending  to  particulars,  becaufe  it 
was  impollible  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  go  into 
the  proof  of  them,  for  he  mull  have  known,  that  not 
only  thofe  who  lupported,  but  thofe  who  oppofed  us,  all 
agreed  that  wars  in  Africa  were  occafioned  by  the  Slave 
Trade.  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  dated  in  the  cleared  and 
dronged  manner  in  his  fpeech,  which  I  have  now  before 
me,  delivered  in  the  Adembly  of  Jamaica,  that  fuch  was 
the  facl,  and  he  faid  that  I  had  been  correaiy  informed 
refpe61:ing  the  African  part  of  the  cafe.  He  had  made 
it  his  bufmefs,  by  converfing  with  his  own  negroes,  to 
afcertain  the  fadf,  and  he  obferves,  that  to  fay  that  the 
flaves  confided  only  of  convidfed  criipinais  was  impoflible 
to  be  believed  ;  was  insult  and  mockery. 

The  effedls  of  this  traffic  on  the  continent  of  Africa 
have,  in  general,  been  as  little  controverted  as  the  facTs 
which  prove  its  enormity  *,  and  as  to  the  effects  which 
the  abolition  may  produce  in  the  Wed  Indies,  though 
this  has  been  more  a  fubje6i:  of  controverfy,  yet  I  think 
it  will  admit  of  the  mod  fatisfadlory  proof  that,  indead 
of  being  injurious  to  the  planters,  it  will  be  one  of  the 
greated  benefits  to  them  which  could  be  imagined. 

But  then,  fays  my  right  honourable  friend,  You  are 
not  confident  in  your  proceedings.  If  you  adled  confid¬ 
ently  with  your  profefied  principles,  you  would  emanci¬ 
pate  the  Haves  in  the  Wed  Indies.’’  That  argument  I 
think  was  fully  anfwered  by  another  gentleman,  but  per¬ 
mit  me  to  fay  a  word  upon  it  for  myfelf.  I  do  look  forward 
with  great  expe61:ation  to  a  change,  a  mod  happy  change, 
in  the  date  of  the  flaves  in  confequence  of  this  meafure. 
But  then  that  change  cannot  be  indantaneoufly  ede6led. 
And  becaufe  it  cannot,  becaufe  you  cannot  put  an  end 
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to  ali  exifling  evils  at  once ;  are  you  to  put  an  end  to 
none.  Suppoinig  that  a  perfon  by  an  extremity  of  ill 
uiage,  by  the  moft  fevere  cruelty,  had  b  en  driven  to 
madnefs,  that  he  had  been  forced  into  a  dungeon,  and 
was  reduced  to  fuch  a  (fate,  that  exiflence  feemed  no 
longer  a  bieiring,  but  a  burthen.  Suppofe  that  I  had  dif- 
covered  his  wretched  fituation,  and  that  I  was  to  fay  to 
iny  right  honourable  friend,  “  Let  us  fend  for  a  phyfi- 
cia^n,  that  he  may  take  into  bis  confideration  the  unhappy 
cafe  of  this  vicdirn.  By  proper  treatment,  we  may  per¬ 
haps  hope  to  fee  him  reffored  to  his  fenfes,  and  put  into 
a  capacity  of  enjoying  his  freedom.”  “No,”  fays  my 
right  honourable  friend,  “  you  muff  do  complete  juffice, 
you  mufl  releafe  him  immediately  j  I  will  be  no  party  to 
fuch  a  derelidtion  of  principle.”  And  yet  v.ould  not 
fuch  an  immediate  releafe  be  both  u  juff  and  inju¬ 
rious  to  himfelf,  and  perhaps  to  many  others  who  might 
be  injured  by  his  being  let  loofe  on  fociety  ?  ’Juitice 
furely  would  require  that  w‘e  fliould  hrff  prepare  him  for 
the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  and  then,  after  he  was  fitted 
for  its  reception,  might  freedom  be  given  him, 

“  My  noble  friend  fays,  I  apprehend  that  no  good  at 
all  will  be  done  by  the  bill,  becaufe  the  flaves  will  ffill  be 
fmiiggled  clandeftinely  into  the  iflands,  and  the  planters 
will  obtain  a  lupply  as  readily  as  if  the  trade  had  been 
continued.”  It  is  curious  enough  to  hear  this  kind  of 
reafoning  fronj,  one  who  has  fo  ftrongly  oppofed  the 
American  intercourfe  bill,  on  the  ground  that  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  the  importation  even  of  articles  of  th.e  firft  neceffity 
from  America  into  our  illands  was  pradf icable  hy  revenue 
regulations.  If  fo,  may  not  the  introdudlion  of  flaves 
into  our  iflands  be  prevented  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
much  more  eafily.  But  then,  faid  another  of  my  honour¬ 
able  friends,  the  fame  introduddion  of  negroes  which  you 
cannot  prevent  by  abfolute  prohibition,  yon  may  prever.'t 
by  impohng  a  high  duty.  In  anfwer  to  this  argument,  I  muff 
beg  to  aik  the  Houfe,  if  it  is  not  clear  that  it  is  infinitely 
more  difficult  to  prevent  the  abufes  of  a  particular  pradfice, 
than  to  put  a  ffiop  to  it  intirely  ?  On  our  plan,  a  have  fhip, 
if  found  in  any  of  our  iflands  after  the  paffiing  the  bill,  or 
on  the  ccaffi  of  Africa,  or  on  the  intermediate  voyage,  may 
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be  capfured.  But  on  the  plan  of  my  honourable  friend, 
the  fhip  may  pafs  fafely  through  all  the  preceding  ftages  of 
her  courfe  without  any  difturbance,  and  would  incur  no 
rifk  except  in  the  attempt  to  avoid  paying  duties,  by 
fmuggling  the  Haves  afliore.  Is  it  not  obvious  that  this 
fmuggling  would  be  more  difficult  when  the  trade  was 
wholly  prohibited,  than  when  it  was  permitted  on  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  duty  ? 

“  My  noble  friend  next  fays,  that  before  we 
brought  in  the  bill,  we  ffiould  have  confulted  France, 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  Holland,  and  have  brought  theiil 
over  to  the  meafure ;  whereas  now,  the  bill  will  be  inef¬ 
fectual,  as  they  will  continue  to  carry  on  the  trade.  This, 
Sir,  is  really  more  than  one  can  well  bear ;  it  is  really  too 
much.  Sir,  that  one  of  the  very  perfons  who  has  been  pre¬ 
eminent  in  producing  the  long  deHy,  ffiould  not  only  fay 
this,  but  that  he  ffiould  at  the  fame  time  aflert  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  us  to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  any  foreign 
country.  Sir,  I  do  not  deny  that  there  was  a  time,  when 
if  we  had  aCIed  according  to  the  diCIates  of  confcience,  we 
might  have  obtained  the  concurrence  of  foreign  nations, 
when  they  would  have  given  us  credit  for  the  purity  and 
uprightnefs  of  our  motive,  and  then  they  might  have  been 
ready  to  have  coincided  with  us  ;  but' that  they  wdll  do  fo 
now,  I  am  not  fo  fanguine  as  to  hope  at  lead  to  the  fame 
extent,  although  I  believe  that  even  the  effeCt  of  this  great 
example  will  not  be  loft. 

“  With  refpeCf  to  another  point  which  has  been  much 
infifted  on,  I  mean  the  infurreClions  which  are  likely  to 
arife  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I  ffiall  think  it  right  to  fay  a  few 
words  *,  and  though  I  maintain,  that  if  you  were  deviling 
the  beft  means  to  prevent  infurreClions,  the  firft  ftep  you 
ffiould  take  ought  to  be  to  aboliffi  the  Slave  Trade,  yet 
under  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  as  it  now  ftands,  I 
dare  not  be  fo  fanguine  as  to  think  that  infurreCtions  may 
not  occur  in  the  iflands,  and  particularly  in  that  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  where  the  importations  have  lately  been  very  large. 
It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  in  St.  Domingo  the  infur- 
reCfion  was  preceded  by  great  importations,  and  I  confefs 
that  I  am  not  without  my  fears  of  a  danger  of  this  kind  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  I  am  comforted  by  the  confideration, 
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thTit,  even  during  the  time  when  the  greateft  ferment  might 
have  been  expedted,  I  mean  while  the  difcuflion  has  been 
going,  forward  in  parliament,  no  difturbance  has  taken 
place.  The  agitation  of  the  queftion  was  what  feemed 
moil:  likely  to  have  produced  the  miichief,  and  no  mifchief 
having  been  produced  by  it,  we  may  hope  that  the  effedf 
will  not  be  fuch  as  is  dreaded  by  fome  gentlemen.  But 
if  there  be  any  truth  in  thefe  apprehenfions,  what  but 
abfolute- neceffity  would  make  us  pioceed  with  the  trade, 
when  the  blacks  are  already  fo  numerous,  that  they  cduld, 
at  any  moment  they  think  proper,  take  the  power  into 
their  own  hands  ? 

hly  honourable  friend  (Mr.  H.  Thornton)  has 
already  fliewed  the  Houie  from  the  Roman  Hihory  what 
was  the  effedl  of  a  fimilar  meafure  to  this  upon  the  haves 
of  that  empire,  and  1  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  effedl 
will  be  the  fame  in  the  Well  Indies.  Neither  my  noble 
friend  (Lord  Castlereagh)  nor  my  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Windeiam)  in  all  that  they  have  addrelled  to 
the  Houle,  have  faid  one  fyllable  to  fhew  any  reafon 
why  the  Haves  fhould  not  encreafe  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  a 
climate  as  favourable  to  population  as  that  of  America; 
wdiere  fo  great  is  rhe  increal'e,  thiat  they  are  found  to  double 
their  numbers  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four  years.  My 
profpecls,  as  to  the  elfecl  of  this  bill  fertile  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  are  very  extenfive;  and  though  I  cannot  dif- 
charge  my  mind  from  all  fear  of  pollible  infurredlion,  yet 
i  think,  that  the  conclufion  of  the  trade  is  the  meafure 
wLich  is  mod:  likely  to  prevent  that  dreadful  iliue,  while  it 
produces  the  happiell  efFeds  in  a  variety  of  diredions. 
And,  Sir,  when  we  conlider  what  the  profped  before  us 
in  confeqiicnce  of  this  bill  now  is,  I  cannot  think,  now 
that  we  are  about  to  witnefs  the  termination  of  our 
labours,  that  nineteen  years  have  been  loll  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  obtain  the  defired  objed.  I  trull,  Sir,  that  the 
time  will  come,  v/hen  we  Iliall  difeover  that  the  period 
employed  in  endeavouring  to  refeue  a  whole  continent  from 
live  ereatell  evil  by  which  it  could  be  afflided,  and  which 
has  "prevented  civilization  from  penetrating  and  enlight¬ 
ening  not  only  its  rccelfes,  but  even  its  outlkirts,  has  not 
been  fpent  entrely  in  vain.  The  endeavour  to  repair  our 
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pafl  wrongs  to  Africa  by  giving  up  our  fiiare  of  this  de- 
teftable  trade,  is  moft  meritorious ;  and  if  the  other  great 
nations  of  Europe  fhall  not  be  inclined  to  follow  our  ex¬ 
ample  on  the  grounds  of  humanity  and  juilice,  yet  ftillj 
if  they  conhder  their  own  interefls,  they  will  coincide 
with  us,  in  either  not  refuming  the  traffic  at  all,  or  in  to¬ 
tally  relinquiffiing  it;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the 
more  we  ffiall  attend  to  improve  the  condition  of  Africaj 
now  that  the  bar  to  the  civilization  of  that  continent  is 
removed,  the  more  we  ffiall  conduce  to  our  own  com¬ 
mercial  profperity  and  true  happinefs. 

As  to  the  re-conlideration  of  this  fubjecf,  which  has 
been  fo  ftrenuoufly  recommended,  we  muft  be  aware  that 
the  reconfideration  of  plain  moral  lubje^ls  often  arifcs 
from  a  wiffi  to  find  arguments  which  may  help  us  to  efcap-e 
from  the  confcientious  fcruples  we  may  entertain,  or 
to  fupprefs  the  honefl  convidion  of  our  own  minds. 

‘‘  To  the  confequences  of  the  meafure  on  the  ftate  of  our 
Weft  India  colonies,  I  look  forward  with  but  little 
anxiety,  for  let  the  Houfe  remember,  that  we  do  not  pro¬ 
ceed  merely  upon  fpeculation  with  refpedt  to  them,  but 
on  calculations  which  cannot  be  difputed.  And  even  it 
we  be  thought  by  fome  to  proceed  only  on  fpeculation, 
yet  let  it  be  recollected,  that  we  are  atfing  in  unifon  with 
the  opinion  of  perhaps  one  of  the  ableft  men  that  ever 
breathed,  and  who  had  turned  the  whole  force  of  his 
great  mind  to  the  confideration  of  the  policy  of  this  mea¬ 
fure,  I  mean  Mr.  Pitt.  Nor  is  there  one  man  of  literary- 
eminence,  whofe  judgment  has  been  conhdered  of  any 
value  in  fociety,  but  has  given  Ins  fandtion  in  favor  of  the 
abolition.  One  honourable  gentleman  exhorted  us  m 
profecuting  this  meafure,  to  feek  out  the  path  of  duty. 
We  have  found  that  path,  and  will  adhere  to  it:  but  if 
we  looked  folely  to  con fi derations  of  intereft,  ftiil  we 
might,  with  fafety,  put  an  end  to  the  trade,  ii  we  have 
erred  from  the  right  path,  we  have  erred  with  the  greateft 
men  who  ever  lived  in  any  age  or  country.  Not  only 
might  I  enumerate  one  or  two  individuals,  but  I  might 
go  on  to  name  almoft  every  perfon  of  coutequence  or 
fame  who  has  written  or  fpoken  upon  the  iubjedl.  Not 
only  might  I  allude  .to  thole,  whole  fupport  I  at  prefent 
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receive,  but  I  might  alfo  enumerate  perfons,  whofe  writ¬ 
ings  in  later  days  have  adorned,  enlightened,  or  improved 
fociety ;  and  it  is  now  that  thefe  gentlemen,  who  oppofe 
us,  come  forward  to  alTert,  that  the  Ihock  this  meafure 
will  occafion,  ought  to  be  gradually  adminiftered.  Such, 
Sir,  has  been  the  concurrence  my  endeavours  have  met 
with,^  that  I  have  even  had  the  fatisfadion  to  perceive, 
that  it  has  had  the  efFe6l  of  putting  an  end  to  prejudice^ 
and  of  extinguilhing  the  violence  of  party  feeliho-.” 

[]Mr.  V^iLBER FORCE  here  alluded  to  lome  individuals, 
who  had  done  themfeives  immortal  honour  by  their  ftre- 
nuous  and  perfevering  exertions  in  this  great  caufe, 
on  all  of  whom  he  pronounced  appropriate  eulof^ies ; 
M^r.  Pitt  and  IVIr,  Fox,  Lord  Orenville,  the  Bifhop  of 
London,  Mr.  Granville  Sharp,  Mr.  Clarkfon,  Mr. 
Kofcoe  the  Member  for  Liverpool,  and  the  different 
rnembers  of  the  prefent  adminiftration  ;  but  in  this  part  of 
his  fpeech  it  proved  impoflible  to  follow  him.  Fie  con¬ 
cluded  With  congratulating  the  Floufe  and  the  country 
on  the  adoption  of  this  bill,  which  he  regarded  as  one 
of  the  greatefl  fervices  that  had  been  rendered  to  hu¬ 
manity,  and  on  the  general  principles  which  had  been 
avowed  as  the  foundation  of  the  proceeding ;  and  he  ex- 
preffed  his  fenfe  of  the  obligation  under  which  he,  the 
Houfe,  and  the  kingdom  at  large,  had  been  laid,  by  the 
noble  manner  in  which  His  Majefty’s  prefent  miniffers 
had  acted  with  refpedl  to  this  great  meafure.] 

The  bill  was  now  read  a  third  time  and  paffed,  and  it 
was  ordered,  that  Mr.  Wilberforce  do  carry  the  fame  to 
the  Lords. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

MONDAY,  MARCH  23d,  1807. 

ON  the  motion  of  Lord  Grenville,  the  order  of 
the  day  for  confidering  the  amendments  introduced  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  into  the  bill,  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  was  read. 

After  a  fpeech  of  fome  length  from  ^he  Bifhop  of 
LandafF,  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  from  the  Earl  of 
W^eftmoreland  againft,  and  a  few  obfervations  from  the 
Marquis  of  Sligo  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  feveral 
amendments  were  read  and  agreed  to. 


Lord  Grenville. — I  now  move  your  Lordfhips, 
that  a  melfage  be  fent  to  the  Commons,  to  fignify  your 
aflent  to  the  amendments  made  by  them.  Permit  me, 
my  Lords,  for  the  laft  time,  to  congratulate  the  Houfe 
i^on  the  completion  of  one  of  the  moft  glorious  talks 
that  was  ever  performed  for  the  public  benefit.” 


The  motion  of  Lord  Grenville  was  carried  nem  con^ 


FINIS. 


London :  Printed  by  W.  Phillips,  George-Yard,  Lombard  Street. 
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